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Growing Peaches in Cold Climatos.

Eprror Caxapa FARMER :—There is no part of Canada
that would not grow peaches (and of course Nectarines),
wore it not for two opposing influences, namely, ¢ winter
killing” of the trees, and destruction of the blossoms in the
spring by untimely frosts. As it is there isno part of Can-
ada where the peach cropiscertain, and there are only two
places of limited extent, namely, the old Niagara Penin:
sula, and the lands bordering on the lakes Erie, St. Clair,
and Huron, whore the Poach as a crop is worth growing
at all, and there, absolute failure every few yearsis pretty
generally the rule. Fortunately, the tree is a quick grow-
er, rapidly recovers the winter killing, und is either re-
stored to boaring, or what is perhaps as good, or better,
now plantations are so easily raised, that they come into
bearing time enough to repair tho disastrous loss which
previous unfavorable seasons have inflicted.

Peaches, in far less genial climes (so far as heat and
summer is concerned), are a constant and regular crop,
requiring attention indeed, but well repaying all the atten-
tion bestowed.  There is no gentleman’s garden through-
out England, and many other parts throughout Britain,
in which peaches are not producod in considerable quantity,
and in abgolute perfection. In Canada and America we
are chiefly dependent on two kinds, the early and late
Crawford,—these are the best market fruits. There are
others grown, but possibly not one basket of them to one
hundred baskets of the Crawfords—at least if we may
judge by the Toronto Markets

Now the differonce between 2 well grown peach from
the walls of an English garden, and the ordinary Ameri-
can market fruit, can only be appreciated by those well
acquainted with both classes of fruit. The English grown
peach is generally much larger, and alogether infinitely
superior.  Thia 1s of courso to be attributed nut only to
the kind of fruit, but to the fact that the American mar-
ket iruit is necessanly picked before it 13 npe. The Eng-
lish peach remains on the treo until it is too tender to bear
anything more than the most careful handling. But when
m perfection,  a ripe melting peach in Scptember” s
really a thing to make a song about.

The plan I propose to adopt n the growing of peaches
in parts of Ontano not spec:ally adapted to their almost
spontancons production, or in the districts before named,
ia the following :—Plant the trees in boxes or tubs, made
of cedar or any wood, that will last well in the ground,—
bury the boxes even with the surface of the soil,—when
winter approaches dig a trench in front of the box, and
upset or turn it over until the tree contained in it lies flat
on the ground.  In the case of standards, lay a tolerably
heavy log on the branches to keep them down, and the
work is done for tho season.  Where the snow lics deep,
tho treces will want no other protection, but where it does
not, the branches should be covered with straw, or pine
brush, or other material to keep .the snow on as long as
possible in the spring, and to prevent early growth. Keep
the trcea in this position m the spring as long as possible,
bat when the danger of the spring frosts ia past, sct the
boxes back 1nto thair onginal holes, and allow the growth
to procced. This aystem will defend the trees agmnst
winter killing, for no person ever saw a peach tree killed
below the anow line.  In black winters they will of course
be killed at times down to the ground, but in snowy win.
ters the winter killing nover extends beyond the line the
snow occupied during the severest of the weather,—even
branches which naturally grow about the suow, where ac.
cidently or purposely pressed on-to the soil are never killed,
altho’ the wholo of the upper branches may be destroyed
The system will also guard against the destruction of blos-
s0m iz the spring, as you can keep the trees back in thewr
growtb, until the danger 13 entirely past.

Both classos of trees, viz.,, Wall fruit and Standards,
may be grown iu this mauner.

For Wall frmt the boxes shonld be about six feet long,
but they need not be broad, so that they will not neces-
sarily be mors cumbersome than the Standard boxes; to
the back of the box a boarded frama sheuld be fastened—
to extend from five to 3ix feed high, the full length of the

nailed and pruned in tho same manner as to a wall. When
the trees and boxoes are turned down for the winter, this
boarded frame forms the moat efficient defence poasible,
both against winter killing and in keoping back the trees
in the apring,—the boards may be colord black on the
front, and whitowashed on tho back ; the black front will
greatly asswst in the carly matunity of the fruit, and the
whitewashed back, will gunard aganst the too early opera-
tion of the sun in the spring, while tho trce is stdl on the
flat. A few spadesfall of earth thrown on the back uf the
boards, will form a most effoctual protection, or a mulch-
ing of straw, brush, weed, or long manure, may be added
and the effestual protection be secured.

For Standards, the boxes should bo uearly square.

The advantages of being able to keep the roots of the
trees thus under absolute command, cannot be tuv highly
appreciated.

The great drawback to the traiming of the peach as o
wall tree, 18 the sudden and exuberant growth which so
often takes place, and which it is so difficult under ordin.
ary wall fruit treatinent to suppress.  Trees trained on a
wall, never have a sulicient supply of branches to balance
the roots,—tho lutter are necessarily out of sight, and as
they spread in every dircetion, they will sometimes meet
with earth particulatly favorable for their growth.  Then
the rampant growth alluded to takesplace, and 1f it cannot
be checked either by root pruning or otherwise, the ram-
pant braunches scem to roball the rest of the tree, and good-
by to the crop of ftat for that year. This factss well known
to all old country gardeners.

Toronto, Ont E L. C

C atinued next month.

Becuring 4 Wire Grape Trellis,

In this copntry of extreme temperatures, the chief
trouble with wire fences and trellises ariscs from the con-
traction or lengthoning of the wires with the cold or heat.
Prof. Beale, of the Michigan Agricultur-1 College, furnishes
a sheteh of the means they take to overcome the trouble
in Michigan. e says:—About Monroe and some other
parts of Michigan, wiresof atrellis for grapes arestretched as
follows : They pass through the end post, and then
through a 1} inch board, where they are secured. In
winter the board rests against the post. In summer the
board ir pried off aninch or two, or moro, and a littls
block or stone put in te hald the wircs stretched tight,
fig. 2 In autumn, again, the block is removed *. allow
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Fa. 2
the wires to contract without breaking or pulling the osts

ria. 1

over Instead of staples or two nails to hold tho wires to
the side of a post, they drive a single 84 wrought nail
below the wire uatil it is nearly in, then hend the head up
over the wire, where 1t holds the wire neatly and securely,
fig. 1.

The Parsnip—Why Is It Not More Ganerally Grown?

Eprror CaN¥ipA FarNer,—My memory fails to re-
membor a paragraph or & line written in the Cavapa
Farxuer m reference to the cultivation of the parsnip, its
good qualitics or its adaptabulity for & root crop to furmsh
the farmer wath & valuable additional supply of fattening
winter food, 1 have looked over *‘Liebig's Chemistry™
and othor works to find an analyns, but I have failed to
find one. I must go back some thirty yaars to the time X
was in England. While there I read in some paper of an
experiment of a gentleman who took quite a practical way
of demonstrating its fcoding qualities by feeding an ani-
mal with the parsmup, and that aloxe, till the ammal be-
camo thoroughly fat, .

I have known one gentleman in Canada who knew care
rots were good for horses, and, acting on this knowledge,

box, and #o this frame the branshes of the tree can be

eomcluded that his horse conld not have too muchofa

gocd thing. e gave him nothing clse, and the horse soon
died. I have knuwn ono other farmer who, in the spring,
had neither oats nor hay, but had plonty of catrots and
staaw, and with these two articles got through all hus
heavy spring work.

In looking through formers' gardens (not their fields),
you will find that about onen eight have got a pateh of
parsmps for thoir tables ; butn their ficlds I have yet to
sce the first row. And why 1s the parsmpignored ? What
vegetable more savory can the farmer have on his talls
than parsmips with pork? And what root can he have
half so nutritious to feod lus stock with {including lus
horses) during the winter? Let the Caxapa Faruer
show thoe value of thus ruot, for surcly when farmors know
{in connection with 1ts geod quahties) how easy it
13 of cultivation, he will never he without his acres of
parsnips. They can be easily stored, and unlike any
other root, either in the ground or ont of it. Wiile in
the : round the most intense colid does not harm them, and
m ‘1.8 respect thoy are mcomparably ahead of ether po-
tatoes, carrets or turmips.  With suitable soil and good
cultavation, the yiell will rango from fiftecen to twenty
tons per acre. Inmy next I will tell * What I Know of
Parsnip Growing."

PysLicora.
———————

A Selection of House Plants.

The following is given by an English F:\ er asa list of
})lam.s which will hve 1n a room throngh tho year, 1f the
rost be kept out, and du_e attention given them in varions
scagons according to their reguircments. All sre laud.
80me, some of them pre-cminently so 1—
Lomatia ¢logantisimas, Aralia Sicboldd,
1) “

¢ forruginea, varicgmta,
¢ smlicih a, “ trifoliata,
. polyantha, ** several other apecies.
Ner.um splendens, Ficus clastica,

Rhopala Austrulis.
Arundo Donax variegats,
Bezouias, of sorts,

]

Draca:na teninalis.
“ ferrea.
¢ Coopeti.
f gracills, Palng
Aralia leptophylla. Ferns
Many other things would be quite as tractablein awoom.
and far more graceful than Ficus elastica . Urchids for
example, such as :-~

«

Arides Warnen. Leptotes bicolor
Barkorid Shinneri. Lycute Skinneri,
Brassavola Digbyane, ** aromatia,
Calanthe vestita Monnodes aromaticn.
Chyuis Limnunghel. Oncidium ampliatum
Caprpediam barbatam, - flexuosun

¢ venustut, ¢ divaricatuw,

“ insizne,  cupreutn,
Dendrf)blum nobile. Plelone macutata

Sophrouites cerun.

pualche’lum,
violucea,

Epldendrum viteuinum,

Vexations of Cranberry Culture.

A New Jersey correspondent writes: The cranberry,
like all other fruit, has its eneimies, the most destructive
of which is that popularly known as the scald or rot
though some separate those two blights. The vines begin
bearing the third or fourth year after being set out, the
yield increasing each seasen for double that time. The
culiivator finds his wholo field or *‘bog,” as it is always
ycalled down here, blusling crimson, or about to do so,
and he rubs his hands as he mentally calculates the
near profits. An acre yiclds from one to four hundred

bushels, which sell from two dot.ars a bushel to thre and
four dollars, and during the year tho price obtained was
three or four tumes that amount.  But before picking tie
the blight sweeps over the field. A few berries turn a
d rty yellow, and in & week the whole bog is badly off.
This sealding has kept up s0 long that it is becoming
monotonous, and not the least remarkable peculiarity is
the fact that no ono has been able to find out a preveativo
for the plague. Finally Professor Taylor, the United
Siates Microscopist of the Agricultural Department at
VWashington, was called in :nd ko visited the boge here
and at Uape Cod, and spent wecks in probing for the cause.
His +horough 1nvestigations showed that the root of the
evil lay in the root of the fruit, or ratherin the ground,
which, in all cases of the rot, was found %o be sour, caus-
ing termentation and decay in the berry.  This was cata-
blished beyond a doubt, and the apparently ssmple problem
remamed for determiming how the soil should be sweet-
cned. Tho professor recommended lime, sand and various
fertilizers, and never did tho cranberry season open upon
amore hopefal sct of men than were the growers a few
months age. Professor Taylor came down in this counti
to hear the resmits of following his advice. Lime ha
been used more than ever Dbefore, and the rot among the
cranberrics is greater than ever was known.  One growgy
recommended aand; his Mglfhbor' at lus elbow, announ
that 1t was worthless ; another had tried plaster of Paiis,
and not » herry waa taiated ; a red-faced cultivator tried
the game thing and declared his erop wam't worth gatimie




