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Wild Oats—Huron Crops.

A subscriber from Muren County sends us the
following, which, though blearing date the 1t
August, did not reach us till after the publication of
our last irsue.  **How can a person escapo having
bis farm fitled with wild oats if they are in the neigh.
bourhond? Isthere any possible means of guarding
against their introduction by travelling threshing
machines, &e.? Dy indicating the precautions to be
uged you will greatly benefit many of your sab-
scribers. The crops in this part of the country look
very well, considering the terrible drought and heat
which we havo experienced.  We are now, however
(Aug. 1), baring most refreshing showers.  The
carly sown spring swheat will scarcely be worth cut-
ting, bheing completely caten oud by the midge 5 the
late sown wheat /s yeb promizes well. T have also
beoninformed that Platt’s midge.proof, where xown
early, has not proved cxactly midge-proof. Full
wheat (midge-proof) has turned out fair: mostly,
however, not a first-class sample.  We hear great ac-
counts of ke Treadwell. Can it be got in any
quantity, piare, and at a reasomable figure? I'eas
are shrivelled up with the heat —will be half a crop
—but oats are probably fully average.”

NorepY En.C. F. The only means we can sug-
gest fus guarling againat the intsoduction and gpread
of wild oatsis to keep a strizt and diligent watch,
and pull thewn up by the roots in the carly stage of
their growth. They will make their appearance be.
fore any other crop, and can be readily distinguicked
even in o ficld of oats, by their colour, their ranker
growth, and greater height above the surrounding
plants.

Stexr Macmise.—8 G from Cashmere acks:—
“Waerecan I get a horsc -power stump macbine,
capable ot lifting a two foot green oak stump; and
what will be the price delivered at Bothwell Station,
Great Western Railway? A screw preferred.”

Restse rroyM 17 ax MivLts.—\ subscriber asks,
what is the best maneer of utilizing the waste from
flax mills for agricultural purposes; whether it
should be rotted, and if so, what is the readiest and
quickest mode of effecting this object. Can any of
our readers grive any practical directions in the case?

Seep WuesaT.—Mr. Iszac O'Neil, of Uxbridge,
sends us a sample of wheat, which appears to be of
good quality. It is a white wheat resembling Sounles
wheat. The writer says respecting it :—*I enclose
you a sample of fall wheat, a quantity of which 1
have for sale—200 bushels. It is about ten days
carlier than the Soules. It will yield thirty-five
bushels o the acre thisyear. Itisanew description,
first obtained by finding a few heads in a large ficld,
1 have sown it for the last two years, and now have
the above quantity. Itis a white chaff, white wheat.
Labour was very scarce thig year, and I had to let it
stand teo long, osherwise it would have been brighter.
The priec is $2 per bushel. I reside one mile from
Uxbridge Village, Ontarie.”

Drcar 1y THE CrOTCH.—BARREN BLoouinGg.—A.T.G.
writes to enquire ‘“the cause of fruit trees (more
particularly applo trees) decaying in the crotch and
around the limbs. The trees are from eight to ten
years old. Also, why some fruit trees continue blos-
soming quring the summer instead of bearing frait.
I have some dwarf pears that are more ornamental
than useful on that account.’ The decay in the fork
of branches may be owing to some splitting of the
wood in that situation, or to the wet and dirt that
buve accumulated there. Cleaning out the part and
a coating of lime.wash might be useful in that case.

In regard to the second quers. rome unhealthy con
dition of the tree is pethaps present, and possibly the
drought amd hecat of the past summer, unfavourable
to the proper development of the frait, may have
stimulated dormant buds inte uanatural and prema.
ture growth. Without further information and per-
sonal inspection, we could nol form a more definite
opinion.

Quegtes.—.A  correspondent from Wardsville ap-
pends {0 o communication publistied clsewhere a
miscellancous collection of queries.  In answer to
some of them, we would inform him that the Seere.
tary of the Provincial .Aesociation is Hugh Thomson,
Iaq., Ontario.—Awmongst the suceesafvl breeders of
Galloways ia this Province are Messre. R. I.. Denizon,
Toronto; ‘Ym. Weod, Guelph; Thomas McCrae,
Guelph; and D. Youle, Stanley.—The ordinary horse
bean would furnish the best meal for the purpose
alluded to. In reference o the Berkshire hog, it
would be impossinle to give an account of the
namerous crogscsfromthisbreed--the principalforeign
ones .r¢ thoge with the Chinese aad Neapolitan
swine, made with a view of deercasing the size of
the animal, and improving the flavour of the flesh;
and the animalz thus obtained are superior to almost
any other in their aptitude to fatten, bwt are very
susceptible of colid from being almost entirely with.
out hair. A cross of the Berkebire with the Suffolk
and Norfolk pigs is also much approved ingone
quarters; a hardy kind is thus produced, which yiclds
well when sent to the butcher; bul even the advo-
cates of this cross allow that, under most circum.
stances, the pure Berkshire is the best.
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The Season and Crops.

AvrRorGgr the persistency of the wide-spread
drought {rom which the whole continent has so long
suffered is at length broken. still comparatively dry
weather continues to prevail in most parts of the
Prevince. Occasional showers bave visited c.ery
locality, but we do not hear of heary or long con-
tinued falls of rain. Root crops, especially potatocs,
are nearly everywhere needing moisture, and under
any circumstances we must now lovk for a yield of
those products below the average. The temperature
has very greatly moderated, and the weather has
been mostly fine and delightfully cool. Indeed it
would scarcely be poscible to have a pleasanter
s~ason than has prevailed during the greater part of
the month of August. The returns of the harvested
crops, so far as we can learn from local papers, are
less unfavorable than the severe drought would bave
led us to anticipate. The results of threshing opera-
tions, which have been actively goingforward, do not
digappoint expectations, and in the case of fall wheat
especially show a yicld in cxcess of the returns of
any recent year. We hear of crops that have turned
out over forty bushels to the acre. The Soules wheat
has suffered most from the midge, while the Tread-
well and Diell are both spoken of as having com-
paratively eseaped the scourge, and yic.ding remark-
ably well. We expect that & large breadth of land
will be sown with these varietics during the present
month.

The importauce of correct statistical returns in
regard to our crops is becoming cvery year more
apparent.  We are glad to learn that the Minister of
Agriculture for this Province, with a view of elicit-
ing the desirable information, is issuing a circular
and lizt of cnquiries to the variousayricultural socic-
ties of Ontario. If these enquiries are carefully
answered by the partics uddressed the department
will be in possession of very valuable reports, the
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sitbstance of which will, ne doubl. in due time bo
given to the public. As this is the first year that
any attemnpt of the Kind has fesued from this official
quarier we cannot expect the returns to he g0 com
plete as they should be; but the effort iz in (Le righ.
dircction, and will eventually secure. we frusf, a
yearly statistical report, complete and aceurate, o
the agriculture of the country.

The crop reports from the adjacent States, which
appear to bavo suffered lezs from the drought than
ourselves, are very encouraging; and if the pub.
lisbed estimates are correct, tho total yicld of wheat
will be conziderably above that of 1867—indeed,
some acconnts say of any provious year. An Iowa
[Aitor epeaking of tho harvestin that State, calls this
the “golden year,” and pictures the agricultural
prosperity of the State in glowing terme. Perbaps
gome of this congratulatory tono of language and
feeling may be the reaction from the fearand despon-
dency which the severe and protracted drought had
induced, and the test of the threshing machine may
yet correot expectations that have been as much too
sanguine as they were previously too doleful. There
can be no doubt, Lowever, that we have much causoe
for thankfulness in regard to the general character of
the present harvest, and the result should rebuke the
spirit of apprchension and disconteat which farmers
perhaps more than others are apt to indulge.,

o

Seed Wheat Bxperimental Farm,

A, Gcorgc A. Deitz, of Chambersburg, Pennsyl-

vania, is engaged in the important work of acclima-
ting and testing foreign sced wheats. Since the
appearance of his brief advertisement in our last
issue, we bave gent for and read with much interest
kis circular, which describes with considerable mi-
nuteness a number of varieties of seed wheat with
which he has experimented successfully. We have
always felt that this is a department of usefulness
which properly belongs to Ministers and Boards of
Agriculture, and we thoroughly believe that judi-
ciously managed, as it might beunderthe supervision
of & good practical farmer, the testing of forcign
sceds might be made immensely beneficisl to the
agricultural interests of our own and other countries.
Ia theabsence of any such arrangement, it is gratify-
ing to find that private cnterprise is doing somcthing
in this direction. Mr. Dcitz’s circular contains details
and illnstrations of the heads of twenty-one varieties
of wheat, that have been tested for from two to ten
years, with mention of cight varicties only imported
the present year, and therefore not yet tested on
American soil. The account given of the several
varietics appears caudid and straightforward. We
know nothing of Mr. Deitz beyond his advertiscmnent
and circular, but the importance of obtaining new
and good sced wheat is eo great, that we do not
hesitate to recommend trial of the more promising
sorts. It is not yet too late for any who are enter-
prising enough to experiment, to do so. * We have
sent for three varieties which, judging from thecircu
lar, we think most likely to give satisfaction in our
soil and climate. They are the Boughtor White,
$5 per bushel; the Weeks’ White Bearded, §6 per
bushel; and the French White Chafl’ Mediterranean,
$7.50 per bushel, American money. The pricesare
high, but there is much outlay ard loss ¢onnected
with the importing and trial of foreign secds. Induo
time wo shall give our readers the benefit of our
opinion of these wheats.

Provixeiar. ExaisrrioN Prize List.—CoRRECTION.—
An error occurs in the above prize list which we are
rcq\msteﬂ to notice and correct. In olass 29, scction
32, in the “Genceral List” of Fraits, &e., for—Best
collection, not morce than six varieties, ears, cor-
rectly named, three of each,” read—<“not more thau
licenty varietics,” &c.



