APOSTROPHE TO THE IROQUOLS.
RY WM. H. C. HOSHER,
Trihes of the Solemn League ! fromn ancientseats
Swept by the whites ke Antumn leavesaway,
Faint are the records of hervie leats,
And few the traces of your fotnet away 3
Loved waodland hannte, deep shadowy, and grey,
No longer wave defiinee 1o the roar
Aund rusl of whirhwinds " their cool retreats s
The wild beast luboes nt their depthy no more,
Aud plongtinnen turn the glebe they darkly cloth-
ed of yore,
Trabes of the Mighty ! dwimlled to a fesw,
Deeeted, trampled ehiblren of despair;
And anly hke your ancestors i hae, .
Aod the wild beauty of ther lowing hair;
With faugher rade mguisitars lay baro
"1he gha<tly seccets of your green old graves,
1o monlder, peacsmeal, in dizsolving nirs
Facgetlul of past glory, when your hraves,
Surreumbing watiens made poor, weak, depend-
aug slwes,

Where onr young hoary Maziwnnkled seere—
Clad 1 Wierr dread appareling, whe made,
Rude. roeky altars, stamed and mnaied with Years,

And el tereritic orgies in the <hade ?
Whare 14 the phant oo1 of dender bady

That urged the eehen vesr] on l.he c.lru'-nmf
Long cauueil fnits with cedar bark o erlaid!

Gioue, tike the shapes that {mpulnlue'n deeam,
O twmklinig dew, drunk np by moru’s etfulgent
glezions, fierce & frce,

bewn =
And where thase whoopin .
Who buck the tide of French suvasion bore,
Defeating warr .« truned bryond the sea,
And bathig guaeded Montreal i gore ]
Their day of power 12 cidad, aud 1o wmore
Ring ont their preas londer lhl:mr(hu sound
booming waters on avaron shore,
O.\V‘l)uil‘:cugplwe ndreds, bleeding, faiat, and
Liound, X .
Expire nt flame, or fll transpierced by many a
wound.

Ye were wild Romans of this \\'o-'lom‘ land,
When the fur parent of our [nland Seas
Beheld your howmen print fiis barren strand,

Flushed with 2 thongand womldlam) viclones;
And hienrd the war shout ou Ins frosty breeae,
Wihile the red snogarchn of the bleak domin
Bowed to vour fierce supremany their kneess
Aud wheu the seered Nepercencans of Maine
Songht Hudsou's icy bay to shun the caplive
chain .
Whete are yonr thrilling orators, w

ho caught

Their elognence from natnre, and allied

Wild powers of Taney to the glow of thonzht,
And grace of gestire to ancestral pride 7

Their sylvau soices on the wind have :lml:'
And your last master of the lm'm‘)_‘cd tone,

Commanding portand gestare dignited,

* No longer wails an empre overthrawn,

Aml near his couch of dust blue Lriga makes

moan. * Red Jacket,
R,
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OREGON MISSIONS AND TRAVELS OVER THE
KOLKY MOUNTAINS.
By Father P. J. De Smels.

This is the title of n book recently publish-
ed at New York of a very interesting charac-
ter. 'The author is a Jesuit, but has never-
theless shown lumseld a man of geners
learning, close obscrvation and excellent
powers of description. [lis attention lias
been directed to something beyoud the busi-
ness of hus * nussion"—the mere religious, to
which the metnbers of thus far famed order
are supposed to be so exclusively devoted. as
to pay little regard to any thing which cannot
be made subservient to the objectsof the Pro-
peganda. We have no such horror of Jes-
uits, in the present day, ns to deter us from
accepting at the hands of one of that body
such valuable and entertaning contributions
to our yet hmited stoch of knowledge res-
pecting the real character and resources of
this vast Continent, as are to be found in the
eloquent pages of Father Smets.

There is n ccrtain taste very prevalent
among us which should be corrected. We
are mightily plensed with dezeriptions of
travels, scenes and wonders 1 ¢ foreign
lunds* but whenever the locus 11 quo is with-
in & reasonable distance of ¢« home” our jute-
rest flags, and the subject is voted a horew—
‘We have at bottom, however unw.ling we
may be to confess 1, 1 contemptible opinion
of our own country, our ubilities and cvery
thing nbout us.  Ilow many huudreds for in-
stance. have spent their lives within a day's
journcy of Niagara TFalls, und yet mnever
beherd thut stupendous curiosity of na-
ture?  Thouvsands have crogscd the Atlantic
to visit this wonder of the new world, while
thousandsinCanndu,not from inatnlitybut from
mere luck of inclination 1o sce it, could not
say but Goldsmith's statement that * Indians
in their canoes had ventured down the falls
insafety” wes rensonable and true! As Ca-

nake ourselves acquainted with its history,
topographical as well as political, study its pe-
culiorities and resources and if’ possible; com-
preliend its destiny. As inhabitants of thoe
NEW worrn which the genius of Colimbus
opened up for us, we should feel un intense
curiosity in all that relntes to it, especially its
varieties of soil, climate, and natwial produe-
tions. We ke these explanntions of our
views, tiot so much by way of preface to the
following graphic  extructs  from  Father
Smet's book upon Oregon, ns o necount for
the prefevence which we ave always disposed
to give, amd shall gives in the colwnns of our
Jouranl, to what belongs first 1o Canada, and
neat to America.
The territory of Oregon would ~em from
the statements of this lenrned nuthot to be
designed as the theatre of more civilized
operations than those of the Hudson Bay
Company’s trappers. Brother Jouathan, who
'as s0 determined to have the * whole or
none™ evidently knew the yalue of the prize,
though he has thought proper to turn his nt-
tention to quarters where such prizes could be
appropriated at less cost.  The following is a
description of the + soil and climate of
Oregon” :—
SOIL AND CLIMATE OF OREGON,
* The immense valleys in Oregon 'lerritory,
covered withextensive and fertile praivies, fol-
low the course of the mountains from north to
south, and are crossed in divections by riva-
lets hordered with trees.  ‘They easity  yield
to the plough, nud though the first crop is
not very abundant, the second 13 generally
suflicient to repny the labor of the tillage.
The sail is for the most part fertile, particu-
larly in the south.  Fvery kind of gram is
successfully cultivated near Cowhtz, Van-
couver, in the Willamette Valley, and fur-
ther south, The same iy be said of the
neighbourhood of Fort Walln Walla, Colville 5
the mission of St. Mary’s; the mission of the
Sucred Heart, of St. 1gnatins, and St Fran-
cis Borgia. among the Pend-d'oreilles ; of St.
Francis Regis, in the valley of Colville; of
the Assumption and the Holy [Temt of Mary,
among the Skalsi. Other districts that are
not tillable, atford an excellent pasture for
cattle.
¢ As to the climate of Oregon, it is not so
severe a3 might be supposed from its elevated
latitude. The snow never falls to a greater
depth than three or four inches in the lower
portions of the territory. nnd seldom remming
long on the ground.  When the snows, after
hnving accumulated on the mountaing nnd
their vicinity in consequence of extreme cold,
begin to melt, and the heavy ritins supervene,
the plaivs around are covered with water, and
sumnetimes considerable daumage 1s caused by
the mundution.  Tne runs commence in
October, and continue until March with little
interruption.”
The following paseage will give some idea
of Father De Smet’s apimation, and flicity
of descriptive powers :—
THE FOREST'S OF OREGON.
s It is more especinlly in the forest that the
grand, the picturesque, the sublime, the
berutiful, form the must singular and fantas-
tic combinations, From the loftiest giants of
the forest to the humblest shrubs, all excite
the spectator's astonishment. The parasites
form a characteristic feature of the woodlunds.
They cling to the tree, chimb it to n certian
beight, and then, letting their tops full to the
earth, again take root—agmin shoot up—push
fromn branch to brauch—fro: tree to tree, in
every direction—until tangled, twisted, nnd
knotted in every possible form, they festoon
the whole forest with drapery i which a
ground-wark of the richess verdure is diver-
sified with garlauds of the miost varied and
many-coloured flowers. In ascending the
Columbin we meet, from time to tiune, with
bays of considernble exteat, intesspersed with
handsome little islands, winch, thrown, as it
were, like groups of flowers and verdure,
preseut a charming spectacle.  [lere the
painter should go to study Ins nrt—lhiere would
lic find the lovelicst scenery, the most varied
and brilliant colouring. At every step the
scene becomes more ravishing ; the perspec-
tive more poble and majestic. In no other
part of the world is nature so great a coquetle
as here.”
The culinary productions of the regious
watered by Columbia River, and its tribu-
taries, are thus described :—
“These lakes and mornsses, formed in the
spring, ave filled with fish; they remain there
enclosed as in naturnl rescrvoirs, for the use
of the inhabitants. The fish swarm in such
abundance shiat the Indians have no other Ia-
boor than to take them from the water and

nadians we shouldtake a pride in our country,

and dirts.

f*nlce ¥, g, precarious; the savages, !le
Wwho are [y, rovident nnture, are obliged
lo go Afbdy in quest of roots, grin,

berries iy’ cuch s the thorny bush

sweet, plensant blackberry :
nountain cherry, cormier or
avions sorts of goovseberries
'."."I CUR MY eiffent flavour s raspbernies,
'.f,ll::)‘l,: “vi ervy, the wappato (sagitn
tter Joot,

appelfation suflicicntly de-
notes 1S pedunality, s, however, very
hendt] it Qi lisiit, dry, sundy soil, as
also th eniv yeqit 100t T'he former
ave ofa thin ey gy ieal form 3 the Itter,
thougg faritfady, ) msipidd, i3 nsubstitwte
tor bl 3 it 1{pteg o simall white radish s
the Wtery potd eyt and greenish, is pre-
pavesihe onr §upy potatae, but greatly
sl onjon 3 the sweet
lovely flower resembling
wOWNypies wre comon and
15., o U |lu'0;:llc I could add &
rof detesthsuits yud roots which
15 hutrimeny the Indians, but ot
n civilized §ach would revolt and

.
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nuusqte. I canookeg geor in silence the
camgt Toot, and Y yeculine manner in
vhidit Is preparedge is yhundunt, and, |
maydys is the queckot of this chine. Tt

h Wl;lto, Vi Anion, when vemoved
1e carth, hut .b nes blnek and sweet
repared for fod 'he women arm

t

thenglves with long ohed stichs, to go
in sefeh of the cunsl !

) After having pro.
Ucerti quantdof these roots, by
!(mg. and painful Qyr, they make an
ion in the enrth §y 12 19 15 inches
ud of proportional\eter, to contain
ts.  Thev coveq e bLottom with
etiented pavemengyhich they make
by means of n ., After having
¢ withdrawn all thdonls. they cover
the sPes with gings or we avs then place
a Ing of camash, anothelof wet hav, a
Shirdiilh burk overlaid withbould, whereon
is kq a glowing fire for Yy, sixtv. and
somies seventy hours,  ‘Rg enmnsh thus
aequip -« consistency equullo that of the
Jujulg It is sometimes mndyinto loaves of
variof dimensions, It is ex llent, especi-
ally yen boiled with anent; § kept dry, it
can ipreserved for a long timd»
Whonclude our extracw with the follow-
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SCERY AT TUE SOURCE OP‘ VLUMBIA

RIVER.
pad of the Columbia, 9t Scplemiey,

4

wiing, bulbous root 3 the fuucotmmeon incident for "
Killed when with young, and. notwithstand.
ing, they are kifled in all sen<ons of the year,
Whiere they zo—what becomes of theny dar-

nee, with nn other pastime or occupation,
than that of sucking their four paws.

s 1f we may credit the Tudinns, each paw

occupies the bear for one moon (a month),
aud the task necomplished, he turns ou the
other side, ned heging to suck the second, aud
s0 on with tne rest,

« ] will nere mention, en passant, all the

hunters and Indinus remnrk, that it id n very

a {eamde bear to be

12 the period they enrry their young~—is a
rablem yet to be solved by our mountain
unters.

«When emigention, accompanied by in-
ustry. the art<and sewences, shall have peve-

tatd into the numberless valleys of the
Rocky Mountaing, the source of the Coluin-
hin will prove u very important ;
The climnte is delightfuly the extremes of
heat and cold arve seldom known,
disnppears as fast as it falls; the Jaborious
I which tills these valleys, willbe repaida
huadred told.  Jonumerable herds conld graze
throughout the yearin these meadows, where
the sources and streams, nurture aperpetual
frestiness and abundance.
declivities  of the mountains ave generally
studded with inexhaustible forests, in which

point.~—

Phe snow

The lullochs and

hie lareh tree, pine of diferent species, cedar

und ey press nhound.

«{n the phin between the two lakes, ara,
henutiful springs, whose waters have ye-

united and formed a massive vock of soft
<undy stone. which has the appearance of an

immense  congealed
L4

¢. petrificd cuscade.
I'heir waters are soft and pellueid 3 andof the

same temperature as the milk just drawn
from the cow.
Chandler of the fasous fountain of Pambouk

The description given by

Kalesi, on the ancient Ilieropolis of Asia
Minor, in the valley of Meander.and of which
Mualte Bruninahes mention, might be literally
applied to the warm springs at the source of
the Columbia.  The prospectuntolded to our
view was so wonderful, that an attempt to
give a faiut iden of it, wounld savor of romance,
withont going beyond the limits of fuct.
«Lhe first lahe of the Columbia is two.
wiles and a half distant from the River des
Arcs-a-plats, and receives a portion of 18
waters duringthe great spring treshet, They
are separated by a bottom fand.  The advan-
tuges Nature seems 1o have bestowed on the
souree of the Columbia. will render its geo-
graphicul position very impoitant at some
future day.  ‘The magichund of civilized mun
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- The dth of September. towards noon,
wmyselfat the source of the Columbin.
pnplated with admiration those rugged
and pautic wountains where the Great
Rivescapes—majestic, but impetuoas at its
sourg and inits vagrant cowsse it is no-
doubfily the most dangerous river on the
westhr side of the Awmerican hemisphere.
Twojmall lakes from four to six miles in
lengtf formed by n number of springs and
stre 5. ave the resernvoirs of its first waters,
 Jiitched wy tent on the banks of the
first % thut hringsio its feeble tribute,which
webdold rushing with impetuosity aver the
ucdgsible rocks that present themeelves on
the ght.  \What sublime recks! How va-
ried } shape and fignre! ‘I'he fantastic in
everjorin, the attractive, the ludicrous, and
the fhlime, present themselves simultane-
ousigo the view; aund by borrewing ever
so hitp the aid of the imagination, we behold
risinj before our astonished eyes, castles of
hy-gpe chivalry, with their many embattled
owdg—furtresses, sarrounded by their walls
and julwarks—palaces with their domes,
and,fu fine, cathedrals with their lofty

-

arriving at the two lakes, I saw them
covefd with swarms of aguatic hirds—conts,
water-fow), covmoramts, bustards,
crang, and swans : whilst heneath the tean-
quil fater luy shonls of salmon in a state of
exhs At the entrance of the second

mutifted, after their long watery pilgrimege
amode the vapids, cataracts, valleys, aud fulls;
sntinue this uninterrupted procession
durifeweeks and montl,s.

h ! affiem that the salimon fish are quar-

1 witnessed with surprise the
1 vengeful bites they matually in-
These two lakes form an immense

uditly to wfect the whole surrounding
sihere.

4 Liithe absence of man, the grey apd black
. he wolf, the eagle, the vulture, nssem-
ble inlcrowds, at this senson of the year.
Theyfish their prey on the banks of the tiver,
and w the entrance of the likes;—cliws,
teeth, pud bills serving them instead of hooks
From thence, when the suow
beging to fall, the bears, plump and fat, re-
sume the road back to their dens in the thick

forests, and hollows cf rocks, there to pass

| Brepare them for % boiler., Such.an exiat- | the foir aad wintry months in conipiete indo-

would transforn it into a tevrestial paradise.”
We will yet add oae more quotation, every-
way charneteristic :—

“ Phe Canadian!  Into what part of the

desert ag he not penetrated ? "I'he monnrch
i

who rules at the source of the Columbin is
an emigrant from St. Martin, in the district
of Montreal, who had vesided for 26 years
in this desert.  ‘The skins of the rein and
moose deer are the materinds of which his.
portable palace 1s composed ;. nmd to use his
vwn expression, he EMeanks on, horseback
wherever he pleases.  lleve, uo one disputes
his right, fd Polk and Peel, who are now
coutending for the possession of his domi-
mons, are a3 unhnown to.our carbineer, ns
the two greutest pawers of the moon. Iis
sceptre is a beaver trap—his luew a carbine—
the one on his back, the. other on his aym,
he reviews his.numerous furry subjects—the
ybeaver, otter, mushimt, maten, fox, bear,
woll. sheep, nnd.w hite goat of the mountains,
black-tailed roe-buck, as well us its ved-tailed
relntive the stag, the rein and moose deer 3
some of which respect his sceptre—others.
submat to lns lawe, He exacts and reeeives

 fros them the tribute of flesk and skin.  Eu-

circled by so much grandeur, undisturbed
proprietor of all sky-ward pulaces, the strong-
bolds, the very lust refuze which Nature has
srearcd to preserse hiberty altve an the carth—

solitary lord of these mmjestic mountains, that
elevate their jcy: summits even to the clouds,
—Morigenn (our Cunadian) does not forget
his duty asa Christian.  Ench day, mornmg
and evening, he may be seendevoutly reciting
his pray evs, amidst his little family.

« Many yeurs had Morigean ardently de-
sired to see n priests and when he leavned
I wvas about o visit the sourge of the Colum-
ity he vepawed thuther in all haste to pro-
cure for s wife and childven the signal
grace of baptism.  T'he feast of the Nuwivity
of the Blessed Virgin, this favour was cou-
ferved on them, angd also ou the children of
three Indinn familics, who accompnuy him in
his wigrations.  This was a solemnu dny: for
the desert! The august sacrifice of Mas<
was ofiereds Morigeau devoutly appronched
the Holy Tables at the foot of the humble
altar he vecewved the nuptial benediction s and
the mother, sarrounded by her children
and six little Jndians, was regenerated in the
holy waters of baptism. In memory of so
onuy benetits, & large cross was erected in the
plai, which, from that tine, is called the
Plain of the Nalivity.. .
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