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Tu the Biltor of the Clironicles,

DEar 81, —Tet the Legislators of Can-
adt! fewape,
consequétices “of* passing & mensute, ‘the
very announcement of which canses the
ostbitler dissensious through the country,
and even Lreaclies of the public peace. I
will be u little more explicit, and state,
that the bare proposal of the Postmaster’
tiencral to pension servants of the Govern-
ment in their old days, has produced a
scente in our usually peaceful village to
which for months past it has been a
slranger.  *

In my varration of the occurrence I
shall adopt the dramatic style, merely pre-
mising, that of the parties concerned,
{Messrs. Teupot and Skeesicls) the former
is « fine old-school gentleman, and a goy-
crnment official, and the latter a scion of
our own Canada, who though naturally
pretty sharp, and by no means one of the
class upou which Solompn's proverbs come

~Jomit e dmaity s T etter frosted o

steamn saw “Milis” than on the public
affdirs of the country. In short heis a
< plum,” but whether of the Biue, Egg or
Gage variety, I leave to some one belter
skilled in ILorticulture to determine,

SCENE—Brick Store at the Corner ;

time—2 p. m.

Dravaris Psnso.\',v,--\'{cssrs. Teapot
and Skecsicks sitting by the stove, tallung
of things in general—Boss away ; one
cletk at the door, picking his teeth after
dinuer ; the other treading on the tail of
Teapot's dog, aud accompanying the cou-
stquent grants and short howls, by whist-
ling « Vilikins and Dinah.

Teapot—By the woy Mr. Skeesicks
have you read the announcement of the
proposed pension measure.

Skeesicl:s—Yes, its 2 most scandalons
piece of wastefuluess and corruption.

Teapot—And what in the devil is thera
s0 corrupt and wasteful aboutit? Don’t
the faithful servants of the government de-
serve a pension for age, after wearing them-
selves out for the public good ?

Skeesicks—Any man who has brains
cdough to be a faithful government ser-
vont, knows sufficient to lay up & compe-
tency ; and the Lord knows they get
chances enough to do so. [Just then en-
ters Mr. Canghter for a dollar's worth of
sugar.] Skeesicks continues: Do you
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j worth you pay the price of ope pound tp
Keep ¥p old fogies, like $n k. here ¥
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you yuung ase yan ? . s
Skecsicks—Yes, aud an old fol futo
the bargaio. .
Up jumps Feapot, eracks Skeesicks over
the head with his cane; Skeesicks grabs
the came, and the tussle commences.
Prints, hats, boots, bonuets, raisin hoxes
and brass kettles fly abont in awful confu-
sion. A cloud of dust hides the belliger-
ents from view ; and as it clears away for
a moment, reveals the fuct that one of
Teapot's optics is seriousty damaged,—
while Skeesicks ear looks as if Teapot had
wished by abbreviating it to deprive him
of one claim to his asenine character,
Both parties take breath for a new strug-
gle, when tho junior clerk, whose musical
efforts have been so rudely interrupted,
announces that the bhoss is coming.—
Kuowing the objections that gentleman
Would pfobubly have dgafist~hid store
being converted into a prize ring, Messrs.
Teapot and Skeesicks leave in a harry,
looking unutterable things, and leaving
the impression on the minds of spectators
“That this dread feud, as rl-ophets say,
Will cost more blood anuther day.’
Wheu it comes cff you shall be apprized
by

Very respecttuily yours,
Foxy.

For thu Chron.cles and Curiosities
Dean Brasioay,

I promised you the result of an Argus
glanee at our late Tavern License By-law ;
and I mean to go over some of its clanses
without much eceremony, which course, I
believe, priuters like best ;

Pirst, the Corporation of the City of Ham,
ilton enact as follows:

L * All By Laws rclating to the regulat-
ing of inne, taverns, ale Louses, &c., are
repealed.”

IL ~That from and after the passing of
this act it shall not be lnwful for any per-
80N or Persons fo kecp for sale by retail, on
any premises whatever, any wine or apirit-
ous liquor &e¢., or to open and keep any
scloon dic., where any wines or spirits are
sold by retail ; or to open or keep auy sa-
loon, eating housc; ordinary or grocery,
where fermented or manufactared liquors,
not being wines or epiritous liquors, are
sold to be drunk therein, or to be sold by

quert, not to be Jdrupk therein, or-fdopen
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or apiritoys o, fermented; Jiquons .are p b
sold.” Now air, if this is not absplute reis
triction, (2ad it is too-bad to réstrict temy
Perance hanses) I dy not, undgrataud whag
is. DBt the temperance men may open,
houses or they may keep hoiises, but they
must noé do both, for if they do both then
the law rerches them. The liquor mt
have but one little hole left them to creep
out of—they rady sell, but fhey must take
precious good care not to keep for sale, or
this restrictive gontleman will nail them. 3o
Then sec. II goes on “ And if shall ho{dm
lawful for any person wv keep, or haveum hjp
her or their possession, or aa his, her (3.3
their premises, any billiard table -or buwly
ing alley, sut up for hire or gain, directly on
indireotly, nor ta have any such . billiard,
table or bowling alley in avy house or p]u}e

M and kesp. any temporance hoyse or lmmlr,oi

of public resort, whether the satue, be us:(;

for hure or gain or not, unless Hte, she ¢t
they rhall have first obtained a license froth
the Inspector of Licenses fo tho city:

Mark thrs, ye men from John O'Groats to
the Lands End—and ye reen from Ottaws
to Pert Huron! It is good for oluldren that
the word person only applies to one, for3f
it were otherwise they would be entirely
restrained from holding or keeping up thexy
places of amusement, nnless thoy took pjyt
and paid for a license so to do from ogr
corporation, and children do not generslly
go single handed to any amusement ; so that
we may fairly set it down from the Ry Law
that any number of persons, but not 'one
person, may lawfully do or keep any of the
aforcsaid without a license. Perhops it was
the printer,or sone one else, who on purpose
or by mistake caunsed the eiror to be there,
But no matter how the blunder came, i} is
there—and how or when is it to be rectificd?
The first portion of this clause of the By
Law,m reference to liquors, saloops, &e, up
to the second—* And it shall not be lawfol
&e.,” according to all rules of constructjon
is an absolute restriction. inasmuch sa th

last words ““unless he, she or they shall
bave firet obtained a licenee, cannot by g&ny
rules of syntax or grimmar be made or
supposed to apply to it, nor to any portiod
of the clause but from the last *“and it shall
not be lawful, &c.,, downwards; and if 1
do not apply to the whole clause from He
beginning then the jfirst part of the clause
up to the words to which they do apply,
stands an absolute restriction. To be morg
plain, T will put a case in point. Itis the
same as if it were eaid—It.shall pot ke




