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A CANADIAN CHRISTMAS.

The Thrilling Experience ofa Tele
graph Operator in the Wilds.
Crsraas Day,

1882, how vividly 1

romember it The op, o

which starts at my left temple and rons
clean down to wy left jaw was made on
that day

It is not beeause | am unduly sensitive
of my altered appearance that 1 have told
so few the y of the ugly scar, but on
account of the horror that Tyet experience
when recalling the terrible incidents that
led to it. How many lives
were saved by that wound 1 shall never

my receiving

great Canadian Pacific Railway,
nnects the Atlantic Ocean with
the Pacific, was in the year 1882 only
huilt shout 200 miles west of Winnipeg
» of seversl hundred
prairie before

which ¢

which left & hug
wiles of untoue

the world's wonders, the famed Rocky
Mountains  of British  Columbia,  was
renched

Such was the rapidity with which the
rails were laid and telegraph oftices erect
od, that when winter set in fifty telegraph

noeded to take charge of

operators were
the empty stations.

The mansgement found it hard to in
duce men to go out and bury themselves
for the winter in the vast prairie, which
was only then being opened up.  To-duy
men are only too happy to make homes in
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this wonderful country,
aptly n termed the future granary of
the world

Money s a stone that few men can
resist, and when | heard that $580 a month
was being paid out there for operators, 1
wy position in Montr and
with 820 and a pass in my pocket 1
started on Nov. 2, for Manitobs

Four days later | reached Winnipeg
and was at once sent out to Elkhorn, a bit
of & station W miles further west
When | took charg ov. B, four inches
of snow already hid the earth, which did
not see the sun agam till March when
its four-foot-thick chilly covering had at
Inst disappeared

Two passenger trains a day and an o
casional construction train was the only
monotonous life which 1 led
It was & dreadfully lonely life. T was
alone in the station, and as December be
gan to wane, and the dread blizzards e
wnn their wilkd revelry, heaping the snow
tnto such mounds on the tracks that the

yeod for days. | gotas

homesick and as nervous as a girl of four
teen instead of & young man of twenty

Christmas eve ushered in bitter weather.
ALl day it had been storming and snow
At one a.m. the glass showed two
helow The storm had risen and
risen until it was blowing a perfect bliz
zard from the west. The riotous wind, as
wg the vast prairie, unob
o8 of wiles by houses or
it up the newly fallen snow in
tore it into fragments

which has very

THE ADVOCATE

ws the finest flour, and with
force drove it against the little telograph

fine Az

hice which sheltered me from its deathly
embrace, as though enmged against this
enrnest of approaching civilization. At

times o fierce was the onslaught that the

tense telegraph wires could he heard huw

ping even above the demoniacal glee
the storm
1 kuew it was unmanly, but 1eould not

Belp it ; the tears would start
It was Christias,
in such & queer manner
had been with mother and dear
don, where 1 had loft her two yonrs ay
to try my fortune in Montreal. " 1 knew
she was thinking of her eldest lorn, whom
p ot howe

and 1 was spending it
My thoughts
il

she had tried 8o hard to
Christ walute the happy Worn
AlLT hiad to do was
and 1 could hear my «
the grand old by
the world

 nwake

» close my eoyes
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nn in the greatest city in

It was & relief to hear the telegraph
instrument, which had heen quiet for
hours, eall my office. Both passenger
trains were ten minutes late, and were

slowly struggling toward wy station. It
was just 2 &, m. when | received the ord
er from the dispatcher st Winuipes to de
tain the eastbound train at wy station
when she arrived, till the west-bound ex
pross crossed her  Double tracks are yet
unknown out there, | roplied back that
1 understood the order, and just
whout to let the red lantern swing rous
from the station and face the track, wl
I wns startled by hearing & tremendous

wis

Kicking and howling at the door.  In my
surprise | forgot to turn the lump which
was to signal the engin to stop at the
station for orders.

Little wonder 1 was the
nearest house was seven miles away; 1o
white man could have walked a tenth of
that distance in such a blizzard and have
lived. Had the shouting and kicking
been less imperative 1 might have |
superstitious.  With trembling hands |
drew the bolt.  Before 1 Id step aside
the door was thrown vielently open, and
to my dismuy two stalwart Cree Indians
hurst their way into the little off t
r the savages entered that
i el nervous. t was no un
common thing for me to have Indians
drop into the station at nig nd to see
rosming bands of them pass the stati

agitated

st all hours; but two drunken Cree
Indians, even an Indian scout wmight
have boen pardoned for fearing had Le

boen unarmed and placed in the same
position 1 was in
Without appearing to notice e, the
hraves ln“nm‘ over to the glowing wood
stove and began to warm themselves, 1
wanted to show that 1 trusted them, and
brought two chairs and asked them to be
seated; as 1 spoke they both turned their
wicked, burning black eyes to me, but
again did not deign to speak, but kicked
the chairs to one side and began taking
| off their grest skin coats and caps and
red-and-white blankets.
As the taller petulantly threw his
wraps down, something hard struck the

How Fitzsimmons® Deadly Blow May be Avoided,

floor heavily: ho gave » ory of g
exultation, felt in the pocket of the
and drew out & bottle of whisky,

procoeded without delay to |
nock of the hottle on the st
fortndden to whisky te
that did not matter much; they always
managed to got it

Just s he wis about to raise the
mouth of the bottle to his lips th
graph instrument bugan to work
the effect that | feared ; boththe Indians,
with superstitious dread in their
yoluntarily tok a couple of steps .
wall where | was sitting and
hat they would w
e off to wlee

Indians

devin
in their blank:

s and

wich good fortune
1 hnd not pussed them two foot when
they both caught we violently by the

shoulder and in escited, guttural tones
"
. o e Secing that 1 did not
unde 1, the tall brave, | the

iottle which he still tightly clutched in

ntin

rstand

his left hand at the talkative imstrument
said fiervely, * sthere
I really underst meant

the Indian’s fea
and hix inabality to understand electricit
was known to every weost
Winnipeg

As oasily as | could have lifted an in

aperstor

f At savage, with his unengaged
hand g we from my feet and con
temptuously dropped me on my chair

in, after which he took a long draught
out of the bottle and then handed it w

The effect of the liquor
upon their savage natures showad itself
wlnost immediately ; they began to yell
and shout, and putting their hands around
their mouths uttered cries like prairie
1 shrank closer to the wall

In ten minutes they had finished the
bottle and had become nothing  better
that howling maniacs.  They took hands
1 capered round the stove, stamping
door viciously with their moccasined
foet. Releasing s, they would wave
their long arms about their heads in &
most grotesque manner, uttering at the
wall ime the most bloodcurdling war
whoops

Tn their eyes was the baleful light of the
wild beast ho coal-oil light which but
dimly lit up the room threw a yellow shade
upon their dark, perspiring. brutal red
making them look like emissaries
Evil One, dancing in fiendish
glee over some evil deed ; the storm, as
though in sympathy with the savage scene,
had risen to a hurn hricked like »
mad thing, and drove through the case
ment and ill.constructed door miniature
snow hanks.

Every moment 1 expected they we
seize me and in their insane glee practice
upon me some savage torture. Would
they never cease ! For nearly thirty
minutes 1 sat still as death where they
had flung me,  Safety for me lay in not
attracting their attention. A dreadful
ordeal was in s

The instrument, which had been silent
for a time, again woke to life. The dis

wolves

t

patchor was ealling my office
flash the order to detain the dow W
expross that he had sent came 1
emory, and with a thrill of awl
vemembored that 1 had forgotten "
the ved by
wanted to ask
Involuntarily |«
only sounds now to

my

The despateher, | | ey
if the trwin bad el

heand w
ticking of the mstrament and tl
loss eries of the storm

The Indians, instant they g
heard the tickling, censed their
ized wirth, again looked approb
wt the mysterions instrument and b
anced at me.  Their trea "
suspicious  natures were  thorogh
aroused on seeing me standing m
ing engerly at the instrument. | Liew
not how near the train W !
I must. | thought of the fearfu
life which would surely oceur u

could reach the cord that hung »l

instroment, and with one pul
round the red | p and let it
across the track ‘ had  receiv
onder to expose the light, and |

did s 1 knew full well that the «
would hold e

sy
ponsible for any
ar. | had writt

the

ALl this passed through my wind likes
flash ended nov the eompany, but |
could not let scores of lives be sacrifice
in order to save me from endangering my
own. 1 had always thought T was no
the stuff brave men are wade of, but

when put to the test 1 gloried in f
that 1 feared not death,

ding

1 wiss quite ealm a8 1 hega
o walk to the instrun
drunken savages were on e ere
taken six st As they felled m
earth 1 heard o dull, muffled roar
saved me from losing my senses

the rumbling of the east-bound |

ot
tive. The Indians also heard the nois
and ns they turned to listen | once wae
sprang to my and dashed past then
One of them | passed in safety, bt w |
dodged the big brave he struck viciowl
at me with the broken bottle

His aim_ was but too true ; the gl
mouth of the bottle opened my faco likes
conieal bullet. 1 had only a few mo
steps to go. Before 1 fell T knew that |

had turned the light
The conductor put me on the tr

ol

took e to Winnipeg, where 1 ronaind
in the hospital for three weeks

The Indiang had gone when he cutend
the station. He had seen the order i
the book, and had waited the arrivl d
the west-hound express, which vl

© minutes after he did. Had le vl
seen the red light he would have gone o

and the trains would have
miles east of the station.

et nhiout tw

The detective tried to trace the ¢
brutal savages, but did not succeed
| Yes, a8 Jong as [ live 1 shall reenb
| Christmas Day, 1882, when 1 wu
ployed in the Far West by the great O
dian Pacific Railway,
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