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“Pr.” Merry and the Poultry Herald,
While p reonalities should always be studiously
excluded from the press, it is the duty, and often
k onw of the most disagreeable duties of the public
& journalist, to give his patrons any warning that
8 may be necessary to guard them from injary and
% imposition. In taking up the subject that forms
the caption of this article we are not prompted by
B cither business or jonrnalistic j-alousy. Our po-
sition and cirenlation are effected very slightly in-
198 deed by a journal so erratic.  And while, on the
on~ hand we have no motive but the public good,
& on the oth v hand we propose to make no state-
ments which cannot be amply sustained by evi-
B dence.

Many of our veaders know something of the
R career of “Dr.” Merry, fate of Toronto, now of
Montreal, from his connection with the Poultry
§ /7« ' but most of th m have no knowledge of

his past history, and for the benefit of these, and
the poalt-y frat rnity generally. we propose giving
a few fa-ts, ob*a‘ned partly from public journals,
and partly from r-liable information and personal
knowledg .. A luge number of honorable and re-
¥ liable fanciers, who have the good of th+ fancy at
g heart, hav long urged us to this course, hut we
have hitherto v frained, believing that the good
13 s nse and discernment of the fraternity would soon
148 make it evident to “Dr.” Merry that he and his
B paper the [aa’d were not fitting representatives
K of the poultry inter 'sts of the Dominion, Our be-
B 1i f was well found d, it appeurs, for, in the midst

E of boasted success, in May last the /{zra'7 sudden-
g ly ccased to appear, lacking that supports which
§ was necessary to pay the printer. Subscriptions
B and advertisements payable in advance, were ur-
gently solicited up to the last moment, and its
pages boasted that during all its carcer no months
were 50 successfut as the last of its Lf.  Its disap-
} pearance from public view was repretted by none
g but those who had been beaten out of their money

In November last, probably prompted by (he re-
turning goo:l times, and the busy season in the
poultry bus‘ness. the "7+ ' 7again made its appear-
auce ; this time in Montreal.  As we can jadge of
the future only by the past we believe «Dr”
Merry's antee dents warrant the exp -ctation that
this n -w departure will be conducted on the sama
principles, and with a repetition of his form:r
practices; we therefove, in the interests of our pat-
¥ vons, feel called upon to svund a note of warnine.
We first hear of Merry in the capacity of cditor
& of the Southern Poultyu Jonraa’, published at
F Lonisville, Ky, U. S. Of his care:r bufore that
tim~ little is known, but an extract from a letter
to that jwmraal states : « I am not surprised to sce
g Merry handled. I have always looked upon him
with suspicion.  He did'nt go to you pure by any
} means.” - After severing his connection with the
§ Southern Poultry Journal he cam * to Toronto, and
from thence issued a cirewlar reflecting in such
terms on his successor, Mr., Hartwell, that Mr.
E Dm\]op, one of the proprictors, veplicd, under the
caption © A Rascal Exposed.” We make the fol-
¥ lowing extracts :—

s 'The Southern Ponltry Journal was first issued
j on money furnished Dr. Merry by two gentlemen

of this city, Major B, D. Lawrence and Mr. 5. D.
Chipley, whose co-operation was obtained by gross
misstatements, The agreement was, that Dr.
Merry was to edit and publish the paper, and have
half intevest, while the above named gentlemen
owned the balanee, and furnished « the capital
vequired.  De. Merry’s remuncration was to be half
the profits, which he wildly represented would soon
flow in most plentifully. As to hisstat.ment that
he nev r received a cent for his labor, T can say
that I have every reason to believe he made a good
living out of it, and want d to sell out his interest,
as severul parties can testify, as soon as Mr, Hart-
well and T obtained possession and made him ac-
count for mon-y received, In giving buth his
former partners and Mr. Hartwell and I a state-
ment of the accounts of the Ssuthern Poultry Jowr-
aql, Dr. Merey made statements which were per-
fectly devoid of truth, and we obtained control of
the Journal only in time to prevent his furth r
obtaining $100 or $200 from Major Lawrence, for
a purpose which could have resulted in no benefit
as he afterwards confussed.”

“ Furthrrmore, a large poultry exhibition was
held in this city last winter, organized and entively
conducted by Dr, Merry. Relying on his honesty
and general good chavacter, I, with sev-val other
gentlemen, allowed our names to be used as officers,
and subscribed each $°'5 to carry it on.  Dr. Menry
solicited the entries, managed the finances, and. in
fact, van the whole machine. Now fur the v sult:
Nore of the nominal officers have ever received
any account of how the money was expend-d; he
has tak m with him whatever books he may have
kept of his transactions, and all of ug ave leftin the
lurch., I, individually, am out from $200 to $250
for bills T paid.  He sold stock belonging to exhi-
bitors and nev rmade them any returns, which fact
Mr. 8. H. Seamans, Wauwatosa, Wisconsin, will
corrohorate.”

“The above is but the beginning of the truth
which we¢ now intend to thoroughly ventilate. He
has been the cause of great prcunisry loss to My,
Hartwell and myself; by his gross fulschoods and
misrepresentations he basely deceived his former
partners who had shown him such kindness, and he
at last stealthily left the city, bidding favewell to
the Sl ra Lonlfry Joursal, to its excecding
great benefit?

In a subsequent issue the editor returns to the
subject, and after d «seribing some of + Dr.? Merry’s
transactions, concludes thus :

% We shall dismiss this already disagrecable af-
fair, and regret that duty requiv-d us to put the
public on its guard against a consummate scoun-
drel and rascal.  We gave him fair warning, and
he has no one to b'ame but himself. We always
att -nd to our own business, but when other busy-
bodies interfere, we shut down on them in a way
they deserve”

After # Dr" Merry had located in Toronto his
first appearanee among Canadian fanciers was at
the show of the Canadian Poultry Association, in
Hamilton, in January, 1878. This visit was made
in the interests of the Powliry Herald, which was
started in March following. The impression his
conduct then made on the fanciers was anything
but favorable, and many who were prepared to as-

sist him cut him in disgust. DBut at the dinner of
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