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"Dr," Merr'y and the Poultry lerald.

Whil p -rsonalities slould always be studiouisly
exclided froi the press, it is the duty, and oftun
onie of the most disagreeable duties of the public

jourinalist, to give his patrons any warning that
mîay be ne 'ess try to guard themn froni injnry and
imposition. Ini taking up[) the subject that forins
the captioin of this article we are not prompted by
either business or journalistic j -alousy. Our po-
sition and circulation are effected very slightly in-
deed by a journal so erratic. And while on the

on" hand wu have ni) motive but the publie good,
on the oth -r hand we propose to make no state-
ni',ts which cannot be ainply sustained by evi-
denee.

Many of our read.rs knov sonething of the
career of " Dr." Merry, late of Toronto, now of
Montreal, fromn his connection, with the lnultry
/A- ', but most of th in have n1o knowledge of
his past hislory, and for the benefit of these, and
ti po'lt-y frat rnity generally. we propose giving
a few fa -ts, oined partly froin public journals,
and partly fron r -liable information and personal
knowleId' . A I:ige nunber of honorable and re-
liable fanci"rs. who have the good of th. fancy at
heart, hav • long urged us to this course, but we
have hitherto r frained. believing that the good
s n<e and discernment of the fraternity would soon
make it evident to "Dir." Merry that lie and his
paper the 'i were not fitting representatives
of the pioultrv inter -sts of the Dominion. Our be-
li -f was well found d, it appears, for, in th-! midst
of boasted stucees. in May last the IIern s udden..
)y ceased to appear, lacking tiat support- which
was necessary to pay the printer. Subscriptionis
aid advertisenints payable in advance, were ur-
gently solicited up to the last moment, and its
pages boisted that during all its enreuer no months
wer 80 souecessfîli as the last of its if .. Its disap-
pearance froma public view was r -gretted hy none
but those who hiad been beaten out of their money

In Noveinber last, probablv prompted by ihe re-
turnin.r good tim's, and th busy seasonî in the
poultry bus'ess. the 7, '' ' again inade its appear-
aule ; this timue in Montreal. As we ean j-cdge of
tlie futuire only by the past we believe "Dr."
Merrv's antee dents warrant the exp ctation that
this n -w departure wil! b- conducted on the sam;
prmnciples, and with a repet'tion of his form 'r
practices; we therefore, in the interests of our pat-
rons, fel called upon to soumnd a note of warning.

We first lcar of M-rry in the cap:city of editor
of the S'u"',ern Pi'ltr' .J-ur',' pulished at
Louisille, Ky., U. S. Of bis care:'r b.fore that
tii little is known, but an extract from a letter
to that j ur ial states : 9 I am not surprised to sce
Merry handled. I have always looked upon liim
withl siceion. hie did'nt go to you pre by any
ncans." Afte-r seve'rinîg his connection with the

zt/hern Pomulry/ Journal be cam - to Toronto, and
fron thence issued a circlar reflecting in such
terms on his successor, Mr. Hartwel, that MAr.
Dunlop, one of tlhe proprietors, replied, ulnder the
caption 'A R'iscal Exposed." We make the fol-
lowing extracts

"''lhe Southern Pouit p Joirna? was first issued
on money furnished Dr. Merry by two gentlemen

of this city, Major E. D. Lawrence and Mr. S. D.
Chipley, whose co-operation Vas obtained by gross
iiisstatenients. 'Tie agreeinent was, that Dr.
Merry was to edit and publisi the pmper, and have
half interest, vhile the above naned gentlemen
owned the balan"e, and furnished a the capital
rquireild. Dr. Merry's renuneration vas to bu half
the profits, which lie wildly r'epresented wotld soon
flow in most pientifully. As to his stat,-ment that
be nov -r received a cent for his labor, I cai say
tiat I have every reason to believe ie iade a good
living ont of it, and want ·d to sell ont his interest,
as several parties can testify, as soon as Mr. Hart-
well and I obtained possession and matde hitm ac-
count for non-y reeeived. In giving both his
former partniers and Mr. Hartwell and I a state-
ment of the accounts of the Soithern Poulri/ .i r-
nl. Dr. Merry nadc statements w'hici were per-
fectly devoid of truth, and wo obtained control of
the Jovrnal only in tine to prevent his furth -r
obtaining $100 or $200 from Major Lawrencu, for
a purpose which could have resulted in no benefit
as lie afterwards confessed."

" Furthî'rnore, a large poultry exhibition was
held in this city last winter, organized and entirely
conductud by Dr. Merr'y. Relying on his hon"sty
and general good character, 1, vith sev, ral other
genti-men, ail lowed our names to ie uised as officers,
and subscribed each S '5 to carry it on. Dr. Merry
solicited the entries, managed the finances, and. in
fact, ran the whole machine. Now for the r sult:
None of the nominal officers have ever received
any account of how the, money was expend -d ; lie
has tak -n with him whatever books lie may have
k¶'pt of his transactions, and all of ue are leftin lite
lurt'h. 1, individually, ain ont fr'om $200 to q250
for bills I p·id. He sold stock belongimg to exi-
hitors and nov r made them any returns, which fact
Mr. S. H. Seamans, Wauwatosa, Wisconsim, will
corrolorate."

"The above is but the beginning of tbe truth
whiih vo now intend to thoroughly ventilate. He
has been the caîu t, of great pecunibry loss to 'Mr.
liartwell and niyself ; by his gross fLlschîoods and
misrepresentations he basely deceived his fornier
p'-i'rlners who had shown him suci kindness, and be
at 1-ist stealthily left the city, biddmag farewell to
the 'h -) Po drll Jr rual, to its excecding
great benefit."

In a subsequent issue the editor returns to the
sulbject, and after d 'scribing some of " Dr." Merry's
tranisactions, concludes thius:

." We shall dismiss this already disagrecab!e af-
fair, and regret that dutty requir. d us to put the
publie on its guard againist a consumnate scoun-
direl and rascal. We gave him fair warning, and
be has no on' to b'ame but hiiself. We always
att -nd to our own business, but wien other busy.
bodies interfere, we slut down on tten in a wa'y
they deserve."

A fter '-Dr " Merry hîad located in Toronto lis
first appearanî_e among Canadian faunciers was at
the show of the Canadian Poultry Association, in
Hamilton, in January, 1878. This visit vas made
iii the interests of the Poultry ierald, wilhi was
started in March followinîg. hie impression his
conduet then made on the fanciers vas anything
but favorable, and many who were prepared to as-
sist him cut him in disgust. But at the dinner of
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