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’ ADDRESS.
. Of the President, Mrs. M.‘ A. Castle, at the Opening
,of the Annual Meetlng of the Woman's Forelgn
- Misslon Soclety of Ontdrio,

With the fresh inspiration of lnat ovening's greetings in our
souls, we may noat heartily say, it is good to bo here. “Allow
_mo this morning to re-echo ¢ wolcomo, 14 every womnan from
ovory branch of our society. We alldn 6ur homeaand circlos,
in various parts of the country, haye been soeking o save the
lost in heathen landq.c\Onr foces have beon turned to the
samo sufforing Enat, our hearts Yave 1)cnrd/tho Hnmio ery,
“oomo over and holp us,” and fogether our hands have
striven to holp, and 0 in our scpabgtion wo havo not heen
separated. [nvisible though’ palpablo na~tha_clectric wires

that-thread tho uppor air of our cities, have been runnin?/
]

cords of sympottty from circle to cirele, from heart to hear
““through the intermediate spaces,” but to-day the lines con-
verge, bringing us sl to the head offico. It has beou asked,
why hold an annual meeting? Costing mouey, time and
strength, does it pay? In the fresh memory of the- pro.
gramme suxiety, and ing also the d tic disar-
g ¢ that a sudden inflow of dologat: muyau%in our
homes, wo answer most emphatically yes, it pays. Itisto
bo hoped tho Hamilton HMlies will bo Wom their hearts
to verify thiu_sﬁxmmcut'dr the closo, oy 80 kindly und

generously have M\tho,\m%r&i‘:‘lg of theso mectings.
We live and work during T’ yearaa parts, none lurge, but
somo, porgfianco, feeling thomselves too small to Jive. But
como to tho annual meoting, and hs the little finger is csson-
tinl to tho complotencss of the human frame, 8o the smnllest
circlo, if it has but two members finds itsclf with the othors,
important w‘ho wholcness of tho socicty, and may really ho
the lurgest in faith and gencrosity. Yes, poriodical, repre-
sontativo meotings are cssential to the progress of a socicty.
They strengthen, stimulate, fraternize. We arcone in sepa-
ration, but it is much more manifeat whew wo can look into
one another's faces. Change as usual, haa heen husy with us.
Aunivorsaries come ono &ftor avother, our work goes on, at
home and abroad, ‘but the wdgkers ohano.” We miss toxday

tho cheary face of Mrgf Rose, whp” wna for ‘many years the
/i\gl:j;j]nnd efliciont Secretary of bhis socioty. Her presence
—An)

ords wero always an inspiration, and wo trust thoy will «

bo to others in hor new.and distant home,

In her place we are glad to weldome-Miss Buchan who bids
fair to porpotupto tho m}l«"ﬁd integrity of » father, whose
name for many-a-year, was o synonymn for Foreigu Missions,

So for s wo know, death has not bereaved ue of any of our
homo workers, but on the Foreign fiold another has fullen.
As au nccount of this sad ovont coines under tho hiead of For-
eign Roports, we may only say, that the loss of Mr. Curric
to tho Mission, can be somowhat cstimated by his readiness
!omep tho atandard laid down last yesr by our beloved
Timpany, when-to do it was not only at the risk of his frail

ifi_!, but was also o soparation from those Who wore dearer
than life,

“Typo of tho heart direct that sped ulong
Swr(l.ly wharo duty ted, and d'lld not'nw%rv:\
For count of odds, ordread of carthly losx
Buoyed with tho costlicat strength to bear tho heavioat,croes.”
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But great, ag this losa is to the mission, how can it ho com*
ho widowed, gits alone? To her wopffer our
sincere sympathies, for her, cur earnest prayers,

As your a]mokkra the Board feel deeply their reaponsibility,
both to each! mentber of the society, and to the Maater whese
atewards wo all are, knowing full well *‘ that we shall be in.
quired of,” whether with theso pounds enfrusted to us, we

have gained other pounds. The sceretaries will inform you -

-concerning our atew 1 may however, that,
in addition to our regular work, wo started the year with
great expectations. We planned vigorously to go forward,
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ut for at least two-thirds of Ttkuabﬂ 0 OUr purposea were .
" thwarted, and’we could only et in gloom of parplexity.

and wait, A butler who was ordered by his master to stand
in the hall and wait for orders, was accosted by his mistress
who sqpponcd him to be idljng, with * Jamcs, what grc'you
doing 1" to which he replied, ™ .am busy waiting, mum,”

and if *they aleo serve, who obly stand and wait,” your~

Board has-ssrved you well. A lady camo to me in the last of
the summer to ask what was being done about ‘our now
* plana, I replied, nothing, we are waiting. Now we sce that
all tho while God's purposes were ripening, and to-day wé
come in the fruition of & great hopo that crowns the year with

oy. : - .
Ono year ago as Miss Hatch stood before this society read- -
ing o paper on Home Missions, wo thought_what.a Foreign -

Missionary she would make, and to our surprige within two
months from that time we learned that she intended to offer
herself to the Bpard to be sont to Indin, This she did i the
apring, nnd was accepted, but some word from our mission.
aries Jed her to withdraw her application, but aguin word
came asking for her to be sent immediately, and now we have
the joy of announcing that she whom our Kcu:t's desired, and
whom wo heliove the Lord has chosen, is an her way to
Indin : God speed the ship, aod protect it all her journoy
through.

She goes a8 a teacher, hoth kkilled and conrecrated, and it
is snfo toegy that there is no depnitment of work just now in
our mission, more important than the achools. gor without:
doubt native preaching and teaching are the hope of the
fature for the-trying climates of the distant Enst. . Lot us
make omphatic théachool work. .

But while wo are glad and grateful to-gny for our new-mis-
sionaty, and for the general incresso in” the work, which is
almost a marvel in our eyes, saith the Master of each one of
us, ** She hath done what slie could?" We make no doubt
that there are women in Ontario and in oll parts of our land,
who have given to their utmost of time, money and prayer to
this\enpreme cause of missions ; bpt they are few when we
consider no amount largo that ie not sacrificial,.and, woe may

. add, yone small that is. The costliest gift on record was only
two mites ; bat it wns all her living, who gave.it. The ailken.
robed sclf-satisfied givers of silver shekels may have scorned
the widowed-garments and the trifling coins, the Tabernacle
treasurer counted tho offering ns s very littlo thing, but the
keeper of the henveply treasury numbered it na ' more than
thoy all.” Hia hooks are kept on a sacrificial and not on a
cash bases, from which acrutinizing law there is no appeal,

“I will give my mjte," has soothed iuto slumberous ease,
many w-wearer of #* purple ond fine linen,” but the day will
come when #6ch values will change. -

The modorn gstablishment of equal giving.in many socicties,
and'in woman's mission socictics in particular, is mite-giving
in its legitimato senso, and whilo it has worked n.dmimbhy

Ght great gain to thoe treasuries,and.opened the flbod-

gatesof universal benovelence by bringing down the maximum, *

to the scantieat cnpacity, and making the humblest feel the
dignity of giving on equal terms with tho moie afluent, it is
nevortheless pot equa/ giving, nor scriptural, It was a megns
toaun end. But not the end. ** As the Lord hath prospered



