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world all by thomsolves, but part of a big whole, and
that though they may not know the ofticers of the general
pociety, they are all partners, and the officers know
exactly how their junior partners are progressing ; that
they are glad when we do our duty, and sad whon we are
careless.

We have tried also to bring our Band into sympathetic
and helpful touch with sister Bands in the Assoociation.
Visits have been exchanged, and lotters of greeting and
kindly encouragement written and anawers received,
which are read sloud by the Secretary, as also letters to
our student and missionaries. At our Associational
gatherings the Band is represented by one or more dele-
gates, the Secretary reading her own report. The pur-
pose of Associations and Conventions is also explained.

Now lot me describe to you one of our weekly meeot-
ings. On the platform are three httle tables. At the
first, to my right, and near the door, sit the ushers,
whose duty it is to distribute and collect the hymn sheets,
take the collection, and show strangers to seats, at the
centre table ait the Superior-President and Presidant,
and on the left the Secretary and Treasurer.

The officers nre always on hand ten or fifteen minutes
before the hour, to talk over matters and mako sure that
the programme 18 all provided for, and carefully written
out, 8o that therc may be no hitch when the exorcises
are once started. Promptuess in beginning aud closing
is qne of our rules, and the minute the clock pointa to
eight, the officers hasten to their places. At the sound
of the bell there is a hush, and on overy face a look of
eager expoctancy. The President rises and requests the
ushers to distribute the hymn shoets. This takes but
minute. Then the tirst hymn s avnounced and sung
most heartily, after which ane or two of tho members
engage in prayer. ur we repeat the Lord’s prayer
together. Instead of reading n chapter the Band rises
and repeats in concert sume passages of Scripture, and
the ** missionary creed "' which was published in the
LiNk some time agn. The roll call. and reception of
pnew members, reading of minutes, and taking of the
collection follow. After the collection, the President
asks for the report of the Treasurer, who rises and says,
“Mrs. or Mr. President. 1 beg to inform you that there
are 80 MANY present, and 8o many cents collection.” If
the Band consider the report aatisfactory, they yreet its
announcement with hearty applause. The
the use of a stated formula by the Treasurer and others,

reason for

in giving their reports, or naking resolutions, is that it
makes it much easier for thew if they know exactly what
they are required to say.

Now of course these dear boys and girls are nearly
always timid, and shy, and nervous, and in many cases
it would be utterly impossible for them to go through
with their tasks, were it not for the closs proximity of

the Superintendent. That gives them courage, for the
Buperintendent has confidence in them that they can do
this work, and they are bound to try. They will not
disappoint their leader, for they love her, and she ex
pects such great things of them.

They require considerable training and practice, yes,
and coaxing and encouragement, for someway there
seems a great difference botween taking part in a pro
gramme, and performing the duties of an office ; bu
they will learn, each week they grow atronger, and thu
voice that at the beginning of the term could only be
heard by the few nearest, can at its close be heard by
the furthest one in the room.

Perhaps some Band leader is ready now to exclaim,
that *‘ these are all the vld, old methods. We have tried
most of them many times, apd yet our Band is not suc
ceasful.” It may be, dear sister, that there is something
olse needed even more than method and plans. These
are cortainly necessary, but there are other things that
are absolutely indisponmablo. What about your own
interest in the work 1 Does the Band know that in you
they have a leader who will never yield to discourage
ment, that though you may not always ho able to depend
upon them, they can always depend upon yout! Do
they derive inapiration from your example, as well as
from your teaching! Is your own heart all aglow with
love to Christ, and love to the perishing !/

“*No,” you say, ‘‘thatis just what 1 lack . I do not
love the children ur the work ; my only reason for tak
ing 1t up at all, a bocaude no one else in our church waa
willing to do sa ; and, besides, my time 18 8o fully occu
pied, that T find 1t a great trial to have to give up an
evening a week to those tiresome girls and boys, as well
as the time that 18 necessary for preparation.”

Wyll, that is a temp! fion that is perhaps common to
all Band londers. Lf;w tell you a thought that always
helps me when this sdggestion presents itself -1 do it for
hriet's sake : these dear young souls are thase for whom
Christ died, they are not very lovely or luvable, some of
thern, but they need love ; and therefore He loved them
The same is true alsn of the heathen, so repulsive, and
almost oathsome to us, yet not perhaps farther removed
from us, than we are from the angels ; and then they
are part of the Bride of Chriat, and must be made ready
for the Bridegroom.

A young man came to me once, and said he would like
me to try and be helpful to a certain young lady in whom
he was mnuch interested. I knew that, at that time, the
young girl was not in any respect the equal of her friend.
though doubtless he saw in her poasibilities which I did
not ; but, for his sake, and because he asked me, I de-
termined that his request should be honored.

The young girl was couverted, and educated, and has

developed into a noble and useful womsn. Do you see



