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vory roriks nuf oternRI his were not itafc. Tlitn, whiio a demdiy matinahiam
bus utterly ilemitroyed the iaitlî of roany, it hmt in ç:reot mcnsurrn onten omt tho
lire of manýy more, nnd flittusod througliîut Lime wvorl1d of tholîghl a certin n-
eà»ne8$; or vague anity alnt exL<mnds fhr bnnd tihe aplinre of' its direct influ-
trer The vory wilidmc&m and ferritvnftlio rnvniutiGonnrv spirit i% itifstnovUing
Ercun tlin gar.roil nam of .Jem-tli.at divizîn iimage of incaRrnate grare and truth1,
'Khiem Rines ont frein the breaimmig <'anvas of Lline vansZelic history, id which
lu uisel ail infiniteiy grenter miracle than nuy otîmer wlvh that history recorda
-hasg not bemn suife from itLs impions iînd ; atid nt its toucli the iinpeêrlmhabi

aias of tho Trutiî itaeif hiayo bcen LranAzmuîtedl loto n legenndary fab'ie. Tho %ar-
pent indeofi, lia,-;ecu deatroyc-,--dcstrovedl aimîopt a soon ai; hatchcd ; and
rît, leubtio'ii,, it lim ieft twimc traces of iLs foui gimAc on semo once mntuintod
Learts, is wcll as lu the gcnerai thougîvte of flic rend rig, thinking %wcmrld. Tho
Woal re.it ii, thuit there .zro in our day, nad hinve hren for semao Lime pat, a
cor,sderablo number of mindq iu soe sort camsest and religions, ilîo yet have
not, nnd neyer have had, auy sure groundin g on the rock of truth ; tw %whom tho
authority inci infallibility of the cternal Word lins been a inatter muercly of
opinion or tradlitienai bcicf, more or les% firmiy ihl, ratier than a strong, deep,
persas, unslinkeable conviction. It is a teue-t mercly, a porsuasion,-not a
dîivine, hamm.e-folt certainty. lew nitcli ail thin must tend to wcalzon thoe lic of
Protstantitn,-to Nveakon it at the very hienrt-in sufficiently inani&-st. Men,
and espccially in man ago liko this, niust have soînething firm ta lemi on. Thîc
human soul, like nature, abhors, a vaouum. It cannot axisL on a ncgntion or a
finon. The Nveigit of its infinite cares bs too grelit for amy moc., thicory, or
opinion, or traditiomary creed, to sustain ; anmd Jhon thms frail props give wvay,
it will look enge.rly roundl for some other and surer support. Sonno will look in
ove direction, sema lu another, oacli according te the special influence er per-
.onai bina whiah îuay otherwvise determine bis course. Failing the rovealed
Word, there are but two other stays on whilh faith cau lean : the eue is simple
roason, theo aLler is authority ; the oe time infallibiiity of the inward conscious-
nou, the other thle infalE:bility cf thc ,,,xternai church. Accordlingiy, ln tho
gencrai wreck of faiLli, sanie ivill grasip nt the eue pha:ntomm, anmd somo mit tho
other. %ashed away '-iui the rock af truth, anmd tosged to aud fro, on a scn, of
doubt, mcen iilI bc fan w seize on evcry floating fragment, that unay for t.he
moment prescrve them frein sikIdng, anmd hold eut the fnintest hope of hringlng
thenu at lasL safe te land.

Hithorto aur reînarks, as regards the internai state of Protestauîism,
have had refereuco cxclusivoly te tic doemain of doctrinti. Lot us now, hoivever,
consiler iL for a maoment under mnother aspect, thnt of a Moiw. &.-iD spiiTuà
DISCIPLINE, or systam of churchlie Ie, luctimating the vital energy of tie Rie-
formation Churcli, and lier Zconvoquennt powver te, withstnmd tha attgoruistsystem,4
it is obviotislyu.msarv te luquirointo her cmpacity net only as a teaclier ul the truth,
but as a guide and educator of seuls. Wiat mns does sire suppiy, und Nyhat
scope dovis aie afford, for the fulîl training anid maturin.c, of LIme spiritual lire, nnd
the umfoding of mxan's iviolo bcing in the service anmd cnjoying, of God ? She
guides lier clmildren te the springs of trittl-d(ocsi she i. due menmsure aise exer-
cisc thm lu the discipline of boliness Shoe indoctrimabs thmeni iiL qavinig kmiew-
ledge-dous sue train thcm aise lu seîf-deiai, in self.sacr-ifice, anti ini ail the
work and warfare of Lie fiitb ? Sme intut-esshe aIse leati, and in the
true anid full sensu educale lier chlldren 1 Now, in a grememml vicw of the
subjeet, tho vast superiority etf tire rcformcd sýy.stea over the olti is sufflciently
naunifeat. Romnanism, throîghmeut all lier olabermite di;cipiine, miiisters to the
lewer principles of man's spiritual nature, te the ignoring aîid suppression o(tie
higlier. She puts out Uic eyc of reason anmd chains tic wilI, wvhile she skilfuly


