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habit, taken fromn the r-obe of the pre-
.aching friars, who wore it instead of
the white tunic, or ailb. T'he use of
the black gown in Eniglish puipits got
its origin -romn the itinerant lay preach-
-ers in rimie of Elizabeth, and from the
customs of the universiuies as well as
from the vanity of the richer clergy,
who, wore black silk robes out of doors
and then in the pulpit. T1he clerical
dress of the Lutheran reformiers di ffered
little fromi that worn by the civil au-
thorities.

An ancient churcli history of Geneva
-says :" The minister's habits are like
those of the Syndicks and Counicillors,
only their cIoaks are somiewhat longer,
their bands shorter, and their wigs less.
They preach with warmth, without
notes, with their bats on, and in a
govn." The ministerial bands, a part
of clerical costume, were cvolved from
the collar of linen or cambric originally
worn around the neck and sriffened.
These wvere often of large dimensions,
and were allowed to fali upon the
shoulders. When the ruifs went out of
fashion at the end of the reign of James
1, these bands succeeded thenm. Their
simpliciry made them acceptable to the
Puritanie party, whose " Geneva bands"
wvere very plain and sniall. The narrow
,one has in its progress degenerated in-
to, two sniall " bibs' beneath the chin,
as frequently seen in the portraits of
early New ]•ngland clergymen, having
been worn within the present century.

Althougi wve may ail readily admit
that no inan 's stature and no man's
brain bas ever been increased by the
adoption of any particular apparel, nor
his honesty and judgemnt iii any wa>
-augrnented by it, yet wve must admit
that mikind bas flot arrived at that
state of perfection when ail out;vard
pomp and show can be wihdrawn ;
anid, even if this wvere possible, would
it be well to divest the mind of ail] as-
sociations of this character ?

I should be very unwilling to dispel
the early associations which cluster
about the form- of the vc-nerable Chan-
ning, as lie appeared in the pulpit cloth-
ed in goivn and band, the very personi-

fication, as hie %vas, of Christian excel-
lence and dignity. No :while we do not
wvant niedioeval sham, b~ut require charac-
ter and learning, these last wvill be aIl
the more acceptable in the bouse of
God, if presented ini a dignified and
suitable dress, becoming to the place
and occasion ; and such I consider the
niinister's black gown.

Vet we should allowv to, ahl the utmost
latitude in such matters. To quote
the words of that liberal and high-
niinded Christian, the late Dean Stan-
ley of Westminster :"LIt would seem
to be the dury of every one to proclaim
their absolute iedifference and triviality,
compared with miatters of serions re-
ligion. Lt is highi tme to see whether
we could ilot now, once and forever,
dispel the idea that the lingdomi of
God consists in the color of a coat or
the shape of a bandkerchief. Even to
the mobst extremne Puritan we venture to
quote, in justification of an exceptional
toleration in these trivial niatters, the
saying of the great John Calvin himself.
Thcyare lolerabies iiieôtioeinsignificant
trifies)'>-Daniel Denisoin Siade, in the
Co.ilelotwealthi.

HIE WAS A BETTFER MAN
THAN 1.

Recentiy, in a Texas lodge, the Wor-
shipful Master, in a sort of lecture to,
the hrethren on the moral obligation of
the ballot, said

Years ago 1 lived in a small West
Texas town where the pistol wvas the
chief arbiter in ail personal difficul-
ties.

I had a misunderstandingwith a man,
and meeting imii, I set in to abuse him
with great bitrerness, tili lie, apparently
unable to, longer bear it, reached for
bis pistol pocket and cainmly said :

",Well, sir ; I reekon L'I have to kill
you."

1 knew hini to be a quiet, but deter-
mind and brave mani, and as I wvas un-
accountably unarnîed, for in those days
1 rarely wvas witlîout a pistol, I feit very
i-uch, like ruilning. Opportunatelyr
mutual friends interfered, and 1 evas


