Ontario Fruit Growers Meet in Annual Convention

HE subject of the over-production of
fruit was never beforesoseriously con-
sidered as at the annual convention of

the Ontario Fruit Growers’ Association, held
November 19 to 21 in the Lairy Amphi-
theatre of the Canadian National Exhibi-
tion grounds. President W. . Dempsey,
of Trenton, referred to the menace of over-
production in his opening address. .

“The crop in storayge this spring.” <aid
Mr. Dempsey, “sold at prices far under cost
of production in manv cases.  This was the
result of over-maduction.  While last year’s
was not a full crop by any means, it was
heavy enough to cause @ slump in prices.
All our sellinyg organizations seemed to be
helpless in the face of an over-crop, ang
the prices and profits ip which we have so
long belicved, failed. This year with a crop
almost a failure, prices have kept within
reason.” .

Mr. Dempscy then voiced this caution:
«\We begin to fecl that the apple business
may ¢oon be over-done, and caution seems
necessary on the part of our fellow-investors
and on oursclves who already know the
business.”

Mr. Dempsey believes that prach grow-
ers are in much the same position as the
apple growers and should make further
plantings with extreme caution. Cherries,
100, have ceased to advance in price, which
is one of the first indications of over-plant-
ing. Berries, he said, were high only be-
cause of dry weather, which cut the crop
in haif.

SOME VARIETIES OVERTLANTED

The subject was referred to again and
agrain during the convention. Prof. J. W.
Crow, of the Ontario Agricultural College,
admitted the truth of Mr. Dempsey’s con-
tention. bul with qualifications. Some var-«
jetics, he said, had been over-planted, and
as an instancc he mentioned the Baldwin,
onc of our best commercial varicties, but
onc now being produced in as great quan-
tities as the markets can stand. The low-
ering of tariff dutics on appies going into
the United States and the lowering of our
own toriit walls that may follow conscquern
upon the demands of Canadian consumcrs,
makes the planting of Baldwins and similar
varietics cven less advisable, as United
States growers are heavy producers in this
line. Prof. Crow, however, was not pessi-
mistic. He predicted a great future for
the fruit growing industry in Ontario if we
will make the production of stnictly fancv
varictics our spccialty. Such varictics are
the Snow, McIntosh, and Spy. These var-
jctics are always at the top of the market,
and we can produce them in Canada to
better advantage than any other country in
the world. We will not only have a large
and growing home market for these var-
ieties, hut an unlimited market as well
across the line,

AMr. MclIntagh, the originator of the Mc-
Intosh apple, was present when Prof, Crow
wag speaking., and in endorsing hig views,
<aid that this fall he had sold in Montrend
well packed Mclntash Reds at seven dol-
Jars fifty cents a barrel.  Mr. Dempeey
himsclf suggested that a great market for
first-class Canadian fruit could be found
right in our own cities if our people were
cducated 0 appreciate the home-grawn
article. “Toranto people,’” <aid Mr. Demp-
sev, “arc paving lang prices for foreign
fruit of inferinr quality tn that which they
can sccuse at home.”?

AMr. Robt. Thompson. of St. Cathatines,
onc of the largest handlers of fruit in Can.

ada, stated most emphatically that he did
not bhelieve that there was any danger of
fruit growers outrunning the demand for
their products. “There ar» consumers
sncugh in Canada,” said he, ‘“‘to use all
the tender fruits that can he grown from
Toronto around the head of the lakes and to
the Niagara River of all the suitable <oil
were planted.” Ve, Thompson’s remedy
for upparvent ovar-production in apples last
vear and in peaches this year is proper
distribution. e said that a splendid mar-
ket could be fouad in the smalier towns of
Ontario and the Eastern provinces if their
neads were intelligently studied and con-
<istently supplied.  Speaking from a long
experience  with  \Western  markets,  Mr.
Thompson refuted the idea that Ontario
fruit is not popular in the West. He said
that if onc-half of what was published
about dishonestly packed Ontario fruit in
Western markets were true, that we would
have lost that market long ago.

Mr. G. E. Mclatesh, the As-ociation’s

transportation agont, reviewed the trans-
portation situation as it affects the fruit
grower.  Ilis investigations and conclusions
were much the same as those given in his
report of last vear. Mr. Mclntosh express.
cd his belief that both freight and express
tariffs were all the traffic would bear, but
he did not concider these the essentinl
points. The real grievances of fruit grow-
ers he defined as follows: Lack of railway
cquipment: incflicient terminal {facilities
uncertainty as to rapidity of transit: rough
handling: pilfering: and meglect in icing
cars or heating them according to the sea-
<on.
- In concluding his remarks—a portion of
which appears clsewhere in this 1esuc—2ir.
Mcintosh made the following recommenda-
tions:

First. that an cffort be made to bave navi-
gation compani~<  handling  freicht  and
aperating upon Canadian waterwavs, placed
under the jurisdiction of the Railway Com-
miccion: <erand that pawer he civen the
Railway Coemmiccian to adiudicate ddaims
awainst rallwave or expre<s companics not
<ettled in 60 davs: third, that the Commis.
<ion be wiven juricdiction in the fixine of
nenalties for rourrh handling and wilfering:
fourth, that fruit in<pectors be alen carce
mepectare - fifth. that the expreee wini
mum b reduced fram 20,000 The 10 15 000
<ixth. that the raiiwav camnaniec allow free
tran<poriation hoth wave for men <ent in
charee of heated rars: <eventh. that the
railwav companies he a<ked to provide a
<pecial fruit <ervice from central shioniag
nointe in Ontario 1o Winnipee during the
<hinning <eason.

Thesee vecommendations met with the ap-
proval of the membrere and were incornorat.
ed in their recolutions, Tt wac decided to
nrint Mr. Mclntoch’s addrese in pamphlet
form and distribute it amone the members
of the aseacintion. the membere of Parlia-
meat, and all othere who might be inter.
reted.

PRACH DISFASKS

Twn addresers of rreat educational value
were delivered by My, T (Cacsar. Provin.
cial Fntomnalacict, wha i< alwave a popular
eneaker at fruit vowere’ conventions, Tn
diceuscine “Little Peach and Peach Vel-
lIawe " \Mr Caevar reparted a continual and
ranid deerense in the number af treee de.
<traved each vear throneh thege dieces
n 1T <iviv thousang trees were dectroved
«nd in 103 the vumher had dropped to <ix
theu<and.  Mr. Caccar appraled to all fruit
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growers to assist him in ridding the pro.
vinece of these discases  The speaker at-
tached but htle importance to the so-called
cures for Little Peach and Peach Yellows,
claiming that the onlv effectual remedy
was eradication by digging and burning
the diseased trees,

Mr. Cacesar’s second address was of wider
interest.  His subject was “Apple Scab,”
and in it he gave a survey of conditions
prevailing in reference to the disease in
the ontire province.  lle called atiention
to the susceptibilitv of such varicties as
Snow and McIntosh and the immunity of
Blerheim, Duchess. and Golden Russet.
A< a general ruls the worst atticks of scab
can be warded off by proper spraving.

These addresses will he given almost in
full in future issues of The Canadian
Horticulturist,

DEMONSTRATION ORCHARDS

Interscely practical and interesting was
the review given by R, S, Duncan, R.S.A..
of the demonstration orchard work being
conducted by him in the countics of North.
umberland and Durham.  Mr. Duncan de-
<eribed in detail the mothods adopted for
the regeneration of five neglected and ap-
parently worn-out orchard<. and then com-
pared the profits made from these orchard«
hoth before and after the trees came into
the hand< of the department.  Mr, Duncan
made special reference to a two and onc-
half acre orchard on licht, sandy soil. For
three vears the receipts from this orchard
had been three hundred dollars, two hun-
dred dollars, and one hundred dollars re-
spectively.  In the suceceding three years.
with proper attention, receipts from the
same orchard were seven hundred and fifty
dollars fifty cents. four hundred and ninety-
ninc dollars cighty cents, and four hun-
dred and nincty-three dollars and fifty-cight
cents. By proper methods the percentage
of number one apples was increased from
thirty to sixty per cent. to cighty to cighty-
seven per cont.  Simdlar results vere noted
‘n the other four orchards. The increased
profits the speaker attributed to good prun-
g, cultivation, fertilization, and spraying.

“The Pre-cooling of Fruit” was the sub-
ject of an address for which A. B. Stuben-
rauch, of the United States Department of
Agriculture, was slated, but he failed to
turn up. and his paper was read by Mr. R
R Gmham, of the 0.A.C. The writer
based his re;aarks on cexperimental work
conducted by the United States Bureau of
Plant Industy. e pointed out that pre-
cooling, while of it<cif an important mea-
sure for the pre<ervation of fruit in good
condition. was of real practical value only
when it went hand in hand with care in
picking and packing the fruit. In fact.
most of the paper did ot discuss pre-
caooling at all, all stress being Iaid on the
necessity of careful handling, As an ex
ample of how carefully fruit may hie hand
Ird, Mr. Stubenrauch madc mention of the
practice of some far Western prowers who
wear gloves whea handling their apples.

«Conlinued on page S0G)

In British Columbia a syvstematic effor
ic now heing made to place Briuch Coal
umbia rannrd fruit on the Enghsh mar
ket.  Little attention a< vet has been paid
to this phave of frunt markeung by the
Faglish frunt brokers and wholesale deal-
ers. Dy the time that the canning indus
try has been well e«tablished in that pro
vince. it is hoped that an interest will b
awakened in the Old Country,



