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CRANBERRIFS.

BY A. MC D. ALLAN, GODERICH,

THE CANADIAN HORTICULTURIST.

Up and down throughout the Prov-
ince there are hundreds of acres of °

swampy lands that at present ave of -

little or no practical value to the owners,
and yet possibly a large area of this
swampy land could be utilized for the
purpose of cultivating cranberries.
This subject stands prominently among
our neglected industries in this Prov-
ince, probably from the fact that so
little is known about the various points
of cultivation and eare necessary in
order to secure a crop ab once profituble
and regular.  Consumers heretofore
have been satistied with the supply
reaped yearly from wild beds in tar
northerly sections, or imported from the
neighbouring republic.  Dut new that
the demand is vapidly increasing, and
will certainly continue to  inerease,
those who have pieces of waste land
suitable for cranberry cultnve may
feel interested in u fow particulars on
the subject.

There appears to be severnl varieties
of this fruit in Buropean countries, and
i some of these countries the cran-
berry stands among the most relinble
and valuable erops for home market
and export.  But although it is lrgely
grown thronghout Burepe, our Ameri-
cant cranberry being larger and of o
much better quality, finds a ready mav
ket across the ocean at much higher
prices than the native hevev, By the
Britigh nawket vepovts, T find that the
demand iy that conntry for the Ameri-

can cranberry  has rapidly  increased
during the past fow years, and prices

are stesudily on the rise, the sapply e
ing short of the demand.

The first requisite s to seeure a piece
of land that can he flonded during the !

winter season, but it must be so situatod

that the water can easily be drawn oft .

in spring when wunted.  The plot
should be sufficiently nunderdeained or

e —

ditched to avoid holding water atagm"nt
near the surfice, as this would jnduce
discase and the breeding of insect
enemies,

In preparing the soil care shonld be
taken at the ontset to have it free fro®
grass and weeds, althongh I have see?
plots along the sea coast in Maine where:
in the course of three or four years, the
vines made 50 close @ matting that gras
was choked.  Dut like other erops, 8
i this it will pay to begin with clea?
enltivation.  The plot should he neal'!?'
level, so that when flooding there W
be an even cover over the whole surfacé
Lands with peat or muck bottoms are
uswally considered best, 16 o yeguallt
socd s forined, especially of the cowse
strong-rooted swamp grass, it shonld b¢
removed at woseason of the vear when
the water is tow, ad in place of thit
soed v complete cover of fine sand ahoub
two Inches in depth should he spred
over tie entire plot, (lay hottom s018
shodd be avoided.  Deat or decay®t
vegetable soil, with o wixtinre of safd
will de, aliliongh, 1f at all possible 10 15.
preferabie to have a complete sop covel
of pure suml. The winter is o goo
time to apply the sand, ax ghere 18
uwstadly more ttwe for suely work ab that
seasol, wiud hesides, the expense is gew
erally less for lnuling then, ¥ theve 19
dunger of ginss or weeld yoots in the
soil, the sl shouhd be fadd four nehes
deep over the surtrce, otherwise ha
that yuantity will be suflicient.

It i ot necessary to obtuin rooted
plants for seiting oul, as the cranberty
weows  frecly  from enttings.  Som®
growers nuke smaldl enttings, Jrondeast
themw over the [x]nt and roll or ]uvc‘-t‘-“
thew over the soil, while others advos
ente planting in rows.  If the goil 18
elean, hrowleasting the cuttings is pre )-
ably best, as the vines cover the sarfac®
sooner wnd thas prevent the gl'c\\’d‘ of
arass and  weeds. When they are
pluded in rows there is wsually 899




