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or six. As we increase growing you will in-
crease selling to us.

Mr. Patterson said tiat agreat deal of what
Mr. Donaldson lad said was muclh in accord-
ance witlh his own opfinion. He saw an arti-
cle from Mr. Don'aldson in the Toronto Daily
Leader, and it was evident that the public of
Canada were alive to the, matter. He (Mr.
Patterson) had written a letter to that paper,
anîd in it said that, if thcy would grow the
flax, the people of Belfast would buy it.

Mr. Hlind said tiere was no doubt that how
to obtain a bett#.r supply o flax was the most
important question connected with the linen
trade. Mr. Donaldson's proposition was a
very feasible one; but would it be rigit for
them to teach the pe.ple of Canada how to
grow flax that miglit be bouglht up by a corn-
peting country?

Mr. Donaldson-Yes; but I an sure you
will get the preference.

Chairman-Is there any duty in the States ?
Mr. Donaldson-I think 12J per cent. '
Chairnan-That would be quite protective

enough.
Mr. Donaldson said at present farmers did

not generally sow flax in the best land. He
liad lad a conversation with Mr. McCrea
about it, and lie was quite satisfied that in
Canada flax could be grown equal to anything
grown in Ireland. He had not spoken his
own opinion merely.

Mr. Hind said they were met to give assistance
to this project or the reverse. There could be
nio doubt at al. about the importance cof this
question to the flax spinners of Belfast, and the
country generally,. and anythiing that could give
them an increased supply of the raw material
would certainly be a great boon tQ the trade.
But it should be remembered that the United
States was very near Canada, and that, especi-
ally in the States bordering upon Canada, there
lad lately been considerable progress made in
both cotton and woollen manufactures; and, of
course, if they saw their way, they would be
naturally anxious to advance in the manufâcture
of hnen also. If the people of Belfast sub.
scribed their money for the cultivation of flax
in Canada, they might be merely giving encour-
agement to the manufacture of linen in the
United States. He (Mr. Hind) would be glad
to see a good supply of flax coming from Ca-
nada, or any other place that could supply it,
but he had no desire that they should put a
whip iuto the hands of those who should, whip
them. Let there be a guarantee that some direct
benefitivould be gained by it. How could they
-tell whether.or-uot one ton of the flax would
ever come here ? How could they tell whether
or not the Americans would give a higher price?
,He (Mr. Hind) was afraid the project was not
looked ou very-successfully by the manufacturers
of this. partof the country, else they would- have
.had alaiger meeting to cousider the question.

He did not want to take a narrow view of tj
question; but the linen biiiness had notti
elastic nature of the cottot business, and ik
should be naturally jealous of not lettingti
trade escape fron thenseles. If a guaran
were given tlat a portion of the flax wloulid
sent here to be sold at market prices. the qv,
Lion would be differeint. There was no doo
the flax could be grown. The question I
should they take any steps in the encouragezr
of the growth of it?

The Chairia said it could not be expee
that a gurantee would be gihen.

Mr. Donaldson-Of course if tLe Amerier
give £50 a ton for it, and no more tauld ber
tained here, I could not secnre- the flax toym
but I don't think you need fear getting a ît
large portion of it.

Mr. Hind-We have got none of it yet.
Mr. Donaldson-There wereonly 2,000 e

grown last year, and very little of it would r
your market. But we can grow what will r
your market, which I don't think the Ameie
will purchase.

Mr. Hind-But the facility of getting itnu
easily raise a market in America for it.
have made two or three attempts to forcer
cultivation of flax, and the very places W),
we did so we got least fron; and it occun
me that, tf the faumers of Canada find itto
for their interest to cultivate it, they will do
irrespective of any assistance fron this r
vince. If they did not find it to their inté
to cultivate it, they could not be made grow
If they get a better price here they will k
it here. If not, they will not send it. If t,
can make mouey by growing wheat they,
grow wheat, and if they can make more m,
by growing flax they will grow flax; and if,
Government of Canada are anxious for ,
growth of flax, £200 a year is not a large,
ter to stand in the way. I think ail we en
is to say :-" Here is a market for you.

,,will give you ail encouragement thata ho
can give a seller if you only bring it to
But it is not our duty both to pay for the. t,
vation of the material, and then to purchse

The Chairman thought they should fiast
how much of this season's growth would co
here. He thought the cuhivation was eot
Government and farmer's question thantk
Instead of being beneficial to them it might
injurious.

Mr. Donaldson--Seeing the anxiety on
part of the manufacturersiand flax-spinners i
to get the raw-material, and, seeing that
had subscribed towards its cultivation in I
I was convinced that you.were anxions to L
a large amount of it. If I had not supP
that the proposition would have been-meti,
heartily, I would have endeavoured tc get
Governnent at home to do somethingRfa
matter at once. But seeing that it wic,
to grow a large quantity of it there, amw

88n -,.


