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or six. As we increase growing you will in-
crease selling to us.

Mr. Patterson said that a great deal of what
Mr. Donaldson had said was much in accord-
ance with his own opinion. He saw an arti-
cle from Mr, Donuldson in the Toronto Daily
Leader, and it was evident that the public of
Canada were alive to the matter, He (Mr.
Patterson) had written a letter to that paper,
and in it said that, if they would grow the
flax, the people of Belfast would buy it.

Mr. Hind said there was no doubt that how
to obtain a bette.r supply ot flax was the most
important question connected with the linen
trade. IIr. Donaldson's proposition was a
very feasible one; but would it be right for
them to teach the people of Canada how to
grow flax that might be bought up by a com-
peting country ?

Mr. Donaldson—Yes; but I am sure you
will get the preference.

Chairman—Is there any duty in the States?

Mr. Donaldson—I think 12 per cent. )

Chairman—That would be quite protective
enough, .

Mr. Donaldson said at present farmers did
not generally sow flax in the best land, He
had had a conversation with Mr. McCrea
about it, and he was quite satistied that in
Canada flax could be grownequal to anything

own in Ireland. He had not spoken his
own opinion merely. ’

Mr. Hind said they were met to give assistance
to this project or the reverse. There could be
no doubt at all about the importance of this
question to the flax spinners of Belfast, and the
country generally, and anything that could give
them an increased supply of the raw material
would certainly be a great boon to the trade.
But it should he remembered that the United
States was very near Canada, and that, especi-
ally in the States bordering upon Canada, there
had lately been considerable progress made in
both cotton and woollen manufactures; and, of
course, if' they saw their way, they would be
naturally anxious to advance in the manufactore
of lmen also. If the people of Belfast sub-
scribed their money for the cultivation of flax
in Canada, they might be merely giving encour-
agement to the manufacture of linen in the
United States, He (Mr. Hind) would be glad
to see a good supply of flax coming from Ca-
nada, or any other place that could supply it,
but he had no desire that they should put a
whip into the hands of those who should. whip
them. Let there be a guarantee thatsome direct
benefit'would be gained by it. Iow could they
tell whether-or-uot one ton of the flax would
ever come here? How could they tell whether
or not the Americans would give a higher price?
He (Mr. Hind) was afraid the project was not
looked ou very-successfully by the manufacturers
of this partof tlie country, else they would-have
-had a-lafger meeting to cousider the guestion.

Hedid not want to take a narrow view of p
question ; but the linen . buSiness had yotp
clastic naturc of the cotton business, andy)
should be naturally jealous of not lettingss
trade escape from themselves, If a guary
were given that a portion of the flax woyyqs
sent here to be sold at market prices, the ¢
tion would be different, There wug ng g
the flax could be grown. The question
should they take any steps in the encourageyy
of the growth of it? °

The Chairman said it conld not be exper
that a gurantee would be given.

Mr. Donaldson—Of course if ti.e Ameriy
give £50 a ton for it, aud no more cauld ber
tained here, I could not secure the flax oo
but I don’t think you need fear settinga’y
large portion of it.

Me. Hind—We have got none of it ye,

Mr. Donaldson—There were-only 2,000s¢
arown last year, and very little of it would
your market. But we can grow what will »
your market, which I don’t think the Auerie
will purchase.

Mr. Hind—~But the facility of gettingitn
easily raise a market in America for it, ”
have made two or three attempts to foree*
cultivation of flax, and the very places wp
we did so we got least from; and it ocomn
me that, tf the farmers of Canada find ity
for their interest to cultivate it, they will do
wrespective of any assistance from this
vince. If they did not find it to theirina
to cultivate it, they could not be made grov
If they get a better price here they will &
it here.  If not, they will not send it. Ift
can make mouey by growing wheat they.
grow wheat, and if they can make more mw.
by growing flax they will grow flax; andif.
Government of Canada are anxious for .
growth of flax, £200 & year is not a larges
ter to stand in the way. I think all wveew
is to say :—‘ Here is & market for jou .

,will give you all encouragement thataly

can give a seller if you only bring it to
But it is not our duty both to pay for the «
vation of the material and then to purch

The Chairman thought they should fist.
how much of this season’s growth would &
here. He thought the cubivation was za
Government and farmer's question thantk
Instead of being beneficial to them it migh
injurious.

Mr. Donaldson—Seeing the anxiety o2
part of the manufacturers and flaxspinnerss
to get the raw-material, and, seeing that
had subscribed towards its cultivation in L
I was convinced that you.were anxions to 1
a large amount of it. If I had not supp
that the proposition would have been-mety
heartily, I would have endeavoured tc g2
Government at home to do something
matter at once. DBut seeing that it W\
to grow a large quantity of it-there, sma.



