
CHAPTE3R IlI.

The Sindairs of Caithness.
TH]Z L.;.&ND 0F THE CATTIANS.

M HE first inhabitants of the British Islands wvere cave-
dw4.lrs, and lived by huiiting aud fishing. They
were a short, (lark, and wirv pt..offe, and %vere appar-

tnlv of the -;aie race as thie ýas(1 ues alnd 1Eskinîos. For
'Walt of a butter naine thex- are srnuetiimes spoken of as
Iberialis. They were fofloxved I1w Keltic tribfes from Gaui,
%Vho c( 1nelrud tli and gradiiaiIy absorbed theni. 'Tle
Ail'-o - Saxons began to settie ini South Britaii i 449
A. D., and ini the sonthern part of Northx Jritain al)oUt 547
A. D. Until Soo A. D., the Highlands and Islands of Scot-
land were whollv occnpied hy Keltie tribes. Tixese tribes
\Ve:re divided politically into twvo peoles, the Piets and the
Scots. The Piets seni to have beeu partly real Picts-who
were a branch of the saine stock as the Britons,,-and partS?
Gaideis;. The Scots came froni Irelaniid about 5o6 A. Di.
Thev se(ttl2di ni ArgyB1 and becaîne mixed inp with the
pCýoI)l of tlîat district. Thuey were Gaideis, Cael, or Gaehie-
speaking Ke:Its. About 825 A. D., the Norwegiaxîs began
10 forun qettlexîxelt-; il' the SctihIsh-ands. 111 70 or
thereabouts, tlîev tookl, permnient p)ossession of tu ShLt-
lands, Okîv.and 'Wlesterni Islands, and in a few vears
niadu theunsulves muasters of the Islu of Manî, Arran, bute,
Kintyre, and1 t1ewetr coast of Argylhivtfrness, and
Ross. They l)egauil to) atiack Caithîness about sXand
raiduahll extundud their sway ovur the( whole of the nortli-

crui part of Scot]and as far as thle 13eaully Firth. The
Scottish kings kqpt up a war against thîun, and finally
(l.stroycd thvir powur at tliv ba-ttiV Of 1,args ill 1263.


