+ and .,precarsoré%ofdcivglisaﬁa%r };Jtlllle,: N(;w World. . ¢ Without
-Pausing on the borders,” says Washington Tying in his interesting-
‘Darrative.of 4storia, ;‘,il_x_ey -have penetrated-at once, i defiance of
difficulties and dangers; to‘the heart of savage countries; laying

. open. the hidden secrets of the wilderness, -leading the way to
~.~ Temote regions. of beauty and fertility, that might have remained

- . unexplored for ages, and beckoning: after Ahem. the slow and
- . Pausing steps of agriculture and civilisation.” It was the fur-trade, .
in fact, affording: early sustenance and vitality to the first English

~.and French settlements.in America, which, being destitute o _the
Precious metals, were long zeglected by the parent countries, that
. Tay with jus ice be said to have laid ‘the foundation-of that mag-
 nificent empire,. which, whether ‘under:ihe name ‘of ‘the United
of: ! rerica, - forms, at this day, the splendid
-Saxon zace i s World.? o

. *@eriod and ‘siteation which produced them.” To “bring* together

. What scattered motices are still accessible of the rise, progress, and

Present condition of this adventurous ‘traffic, and of a state of
things which is' now fast disappearing, will form ‘an interesting
and instructive task, which it is our object to attempt in. the

folloWingpﬁges., P IR R T

. At the period.of the first colonisation of America by Europeans,

all that, territory ‘which .extends eastward from the Mississippi .

to the -Adlantic, and northward: from the Gulf of Mexico. to -

Hudson’s Bay, appears to have been one vast and unbroken forest.

. . This: immense* area, embracing the greater part -of the Present
+United - States, and ‘British ‘America east of the great lakes, was
“then, as'a, <considerable portion' of it is still, little more than an

* extensive haunt of wild beasts. - In the security of such.undis- -
turbed retreats, -these creatures had . miltiplied incalculdbly;. the-

few. native tribes who roamed over this wilderness; without flocks

. Or-tame animals, having left unlimited scope and provision-for- the
animal race, wandering and free like themselves, With few wanis,
and these easily supplied, 1it-was not until odr luxury had led usto.
‘adopt the.use of furs as costly appendages to dress, that the natives
:commenced that -war .of ‘extermumation -against the animal tribes
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