RIVER ST. CLAIR. 7

ping at the intermediate ¢ landings.” We are
now moored at a place called ¢ Palmer’s Land-
ing,” for the purpose of taking in wood for the
Lake voyage. This process has already occupied
two hours, and is to detain us two more, though
there are fourteen men employed in flinging
logs into the wood-hold. Meantime I have
been sketching and lounging about the little
hamlet, where there is a good grocery-store, a
sawing-mill worked by steam, and about twenty
houses. Now I rest, and scribble this for you.

I was amused at Detroit to find the phrase-
ology of the people imbued with metaphors
taken from the most familiar mode of locomo-
tion. <« Will you take in wood?” signifies, will
you take refreshment? ¢ Is your steam up?”
means, are you ready ? The common phrase,
« go ahead,” has, I suppose, the same deriva-
tion. A witty friend of mine once wrote to me
not to be lightly alarmed at the political and
social ferments in America, nor mistake the
whizzing of the safety-valves for the bursting of
the boilers !
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