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CORRESPONDENCE.
Address all communications to Wo-
* men’s Department, office of Tribune, 106,
108 Adelside street. -
Write only on one side of paper.

Wamen'’s Department, Tribune:

Dear Madam,—Your questions in last
jssue of Tribune as to cost, methods of
control, management, ete., of the insti-
tites such as settlement abodes for wo-

and girls in English and American
cities, could be better answered by such
people as Miss Jane Addams, of Hull
House, Chicago, than one, who like your-
seif, has but a very superficial know-
ledge of such. The plan that seems
Lest and offers the quickest . results
vould be to orgamize & movement
amongst women already organized with
this end in view.: The women’s leagues,
auxiliaries of labor unions, and similar
vodies, should be the factors to outline
the best plan from the. present view-
point. I have heard of eco-operative
homes into effect and mapaged suc-
in ‘the vieinity of Hull
wted street,
were has slipped my ken; no
doubt Miss Addame ecould advise” yoo.
The Labor Temple, for any of the above
purposes, social or otherwise, to —my
mind, can be of no benefit; it bavely
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Your very interesting letfer in answer
to ‘‘An Enquirer’’ opens up a lar
field for discussion, and, like youruﬂ,
1 bope it will be discussed, apd in 2
friendly  spirit, too. What uires
means when he (or she) uses the term
‘‘society’’ 1 will leave Enquirer to an-
swer, but it seems to me you Aty deal-
ing with this matter in a miore or less
superficial manner. It is true, that to
outward appearance the average work-
ing girl does wot avail herself of the
opportunites that are offered to her along
certain lines. Is it not possible that the
very lack: of opportunity along other

| unes is the cause of many of the evils

you speak of—the cheap theatre, the

| cheap dance, and other cheap question-

able amusement? It is too often the only

withih the working girl’s reach. |

thing
As for the imitating popular song, how

* | many of us, to say nothing of the aver-

| hear

working girl. But to turn aside for a |
moment, ‘ll would ask: What does our
friend mean by the word ‘‘society’’? 1f |
he means society at large, then, as far |
as I can see, the working girl (whom I
include) has made her own conditions.
Wisdom, in the shape of public lib |
raries, ¢ooking schools, and other edu- |
cational institutions has long been stand |
ing at the ecrner of the street, and the
working girl does not like the sound of |
her voiee, and will not heed her. She |
prefers to go to the Majestic Theatre |
for the purpose of hearing the yors:,
possible and sloppy- sentimen
“nouthuig?’:ut by & fifth rate actor,
who would be far Dettér—employed in |
bredking stones or. street cleaning. 1
say, she prefers to go to this place rather
than spend her little spending money
towards bettering herself, either intel- |
leetually or socially. This theatre she |
hubu{h herself. She has lho’ made
the popular song, an irritating fact.
.\'E:, we m‘:'ot say with truth that
the better &lasses of society drove the
working girlto ‘i-,;w,'!t- can S8y
that with very few exceptions society
bas not done much to help her. In my
humble estimation, the working girl has
1nid out on the Majestic Theatre enough
money to have built and to maintain at
least & dozen comfortable, well-fitted
clubs, well stocked with all the books,
games, etc., possibly need.
I have made a study of the working
girl for the last five years, and this is
what I find: She is smart, clever, neat.
industrious, good natured, economical
obliging, and (strangest of all) social
{ say strange, because it is remarkable
that when they are thus inclined they
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| not to -blame for the worki“s

| for study.
| tions—the fatal greed of the exploiting

r gl

| age working girl, would have liked to

Calve sing the bhetter elass
of music?t But to most of us it wae
prohibited beeause of the cost. - Some of
us mag-be so constituted that music may
be a necessity. What is left to us dut
the cheap, trashy and, “unfortumately,
popular form of musie? ‘' And its

popularity may be caused by our ‘I:k’
of ‘opportunity to cmltivate our needs

| along better lines. You say society is

girl’s eon:
dition, Then who is? Wisdom may be
erying aloud at every corner, to the
working girl, for admittance. But is it
to be wondered at that the working girl
is deaf to_her ery.  Eight or nine houss
a day in shop or factory will not Jeave

| mueh desire, or, in faet, much aptitude

It is our industrial condi-

class—which has made the working girl

| what she is

Your stady of the working girl for
five years has brought you to the econ-
clusicn (judging from your summing
up) that whe has about all the virtues
that human pature could be expected to
have. And you say: Strongest of all,
she is social. Then the greafer the need
for something, some place to gratify her
social nature in an honest, refined way.
I think you are broad to agree
with Enquirer that such homes as he
speaks of would be the greatest boon to
homeless working girls.

If the social side of these girls was
satiafied, I believe the desire to cultivale
the mental nature would grow, and with
the means at hand the seemingly shatlow
nature of the average girl wognld 18

ll‘ho ‘ease you speak of is, to my mind,
the exception that would prove the cvle,
I shall hope to hear from you again.
o

Editor of Interest to Women:

refuse the offer of such

to have your opinion, as the :
was the subject of a small’ meeting which
T attended this week. Trusting to helir
from you soom, I remainm, . ’

the attributes you speak of without be-
ing at least susceptible to the influence
of one or the other. It may
scious, of course, but the susceptibili
would be there. 1f fliere is sufficient :‘y’
traction in of I do not see why
such a uniom. not be a perfectly
satisfactory one. :
If the Jove and aftraction between two
Mpeo;:hvmolthgenuiuﬁnd
it gould live through all; for while there
is & law of attrsction, there is also a
law of opporités, and in such a case the
one might bave the essentials the other
latked to make the marriage an “{deal

one.

be unéon-

e

Let the Giris Melp

sCome out with us, girls, into the
great and noble trades union move-
ment. Men and women have
and died-.for it.

There used to be a ti
men wer:d "hitchod' to eoal
beasts a ven on hands a .
through the‘giu .0

There nsed to. be a time when
day’s work was 18 hours, &
wages were ouly: paid omes in
six months, and not paid
‘f:d‘v ‘b-t Jin  tobaceo or

rom eom

Dol you .:7;.' “"
the trades union movement?
805:1 to  take
nothing, or are m
make things -ﬁn’::m; fot”
come after ust! The little
how being born. in - misery
every woman for a fair chance

When you organize . unions,
age every girl to take an active part.
Sing good labor songs. Put every
in the upiom on some

hddl her - responsible for her share of
work. 4
o very girl wiust be & leader,
GAr: v 10 run & meeting, to '
well -1 the floor, te motions
ly and well . g
Generally in organizations a f
;:ltbeworknd&cmd: ot
t eriticise—and ¢ think
could do much botur“ﬂ’nu the “m
ers.”” Give them » chance; make
tbom. all work, It does ‘o
meeting every omce in
you practice running a

lived
wo-
like

Trades Union Foes

Of all the organizations on earth
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