_ drawn knives,
“ :proof of his’ coura candi
mitted to membership, and receiv. '
of the spoil accruing from the society’s ne--
‘farious transactions, *. . . o ' 5
The Mafia, a secret organization akin to '
the Camorra, orginated in Sicily, whence it
has spread far and wide, until it is as potent

and dreaded in the cities of the Southern

States of America as it is in those of Southern
Italy. 'The society used to consist of three
classes—the chiefs, who -always appeared
well dressed and held a certain position among
‘their fellow-men; the ‘knifers,” who were:
chosen from the lower middle classes; and the
habitual criminals and scourings of the jails.
Its rules are very similar to those governing
the Camorra, and its object 1s plundér, ob- -
tained by robbery, smuggling and ‘“blackmail.

Those who have read Mrs. Gaskell’s
thrilling story, “The Grey Wioman,” can form
an accurate ‘conception of the tefror in which
the “chauffeurs” ‘were held in France at the
time of the Revolution. They were an or-
ganized society: of desperadoes who. received
their sobriquét from their method of treating
their victims, the soles of whose feet they ex-
posed to a blazing “fire until the pain should

in 1821, W

countryside. : 2 tervatic
. eﬁm}mﬁve ‘quiet, but in 1832 the epidemic of -

_chief, the latter the lieutenant and

15

3 dety 3.0
celebrated

xécuted.

W éries of robberies and mur-
ders -spread consternation throughout the
) Then there was an interval: of

crifie: again broke out, which culminated jn

the retributive murder-of old Chretein by his

grandchildren, ‘the Villets, for the sake of his
hoarded belongings.

In 1872 occurred the third ‘and wdr‘st‘out-'
break of crime,- which for three years con-.

tinued unchecked. None knew whence the
blow might fall, for apparently harmless ar-
tizans and peasants might be members of this
dreaded band, over whom’ ruled Hippolyte
Villet and Ferdinand Lemaire, the former the
“execu-
tioner” of the organization. While the crafty

‘brain of Villet planned all the robberies, the
muscular arm of Lemaire was always at hand

ready-to strike down the victim should - he

_dare to show any resistance. -Although, after

a while, those leaders became known, none
dared; for over three years, denounce them to
the authorities, who, however, at last made
a determined move, which resulted in the vil-
lains paying the penalty of their crimes in the
presence of an enormous and rejoicing crowd.

\

AN OLD LONDON LEGEN

The church 'in Wobtrn square, London, is
said to occupy the site of the “Field of Forty
Footsteps,” to which a tfagic fegend attaches. -
The story dates from the days of Monmouth’s
rebellion. Actording to the version given to
Mr. J. S. Ogilvy’s “Relics: and Memorials of
ILondon Town,” two brothers fell/in love with
a woman who, either from callous vanity or
fearing reprisals from the unsuccessful suit-
or, would not say which was to be the favored
swain, suggesting that they should fight a duel
and to the victom she would give her charms.:
They came from the town to this suburban
field: The woman calmly sat down to await
events.
from the number of footprints, when one of
the brothers fell dead, and as the victor ap-
proached she held out her arms to greet him,
when, with a sudden revulsion of feeling for
his brother’s death, he slew her as she stood,
and, turning the weapon,-he drove it through
his own heart. So they were found stiff in
death with the footprints stamped in the wet
“clay, where they remained indeljble through
summer heat and winter frost; no green thing
would’ grow, nor any man build himself a
dwelling there. Streets were erected all round,
but it was not until the nineteenth century that
men took. heart of grace and built a church
there, when the consecration of the ground
rolled ‘back the curse and the memory of the
legend grew faint and faded away.

KNEW THE DOG'S POINTS

Mr. Smith was a nervous man, and when,
at 8:o'clock, Mrs. Smith had not come home,
he telephoned to the police to inform them
that she was missing. She returned safely
enough a little later, having been detained by
a slight taxi-cab accident, and her husband
scrutinized her carefully. His reason for do-
ing so may be inferred from the account of
the telephone conversation between Mr. Smith
and {;}% police department.
cial at the telephone. “Her height? Weight?”

“Er—er—about ‘average, I guess,” stam-
mered the husband. :

“Color of eyes?”’

A confused burring sound came back over
the wire. ;

“Blue or brown?” prompted the official.

“I—I don’t know!”

“How was she dressed?”

“I- think she wore her coat and hat—she
took the dog with her.” -

“What kind of a dog?”

“Brindle bull-terrier, weight 14 pounds and
a half, four dark blotches on his body, shading
from grey into white; a round bldackish spot
over the left eye; white stub of a tail, three
white legs, and the right front leg ‘nicely
brindled: all but, the toes; a small nick in his
left ear, gold filling in his upper right molar,
a silver link collar with—" ¥

“That’ll do!” gasped' the official. “We'll
find the dog!” S

O

“Won't you please give me an order?”. t

pleaded the pefsistent commercial traveler. -

- “Certainly,” re’plied ‘the cristy prop etor.;.

“Get out{” ot

‘its particular spécies.

She had not long to wait, judging '

at’s her description?” asked the offi- -

TRAINING SEALS 1S IEASY

e,

According to an old trainer, it is‘a very

_simple. thing to teach seals the tricks they do

Mtheemp o0 e g

_““T'he_.cardinal principle in. training ani-
mals,” says he, “is not to attempt to make an
animal do anything contrary to the nature.of
ar To. be successful, a
trainer must know emough about the habits-of
the animals he has under training to. fit “the
tricks he would teach them to their natural
bent. > »

The seal is very easily taught. To 'be-
gin with one seal, some small pieces of fish,
and a string. You let the seal sit on his pedes-
tal, sometimes he likes to do by nature; -then
you throw him one of the pieces of fish, and

he naturally and easily catches it. Next you

tie a piece of fish on the end of your string
and swing it toward the seal; he catches this,
too, and you keep moving away from him and
swinging the fish to him from an increasing
distance. Now you. are ready to begin with
the hat or cornucopia. You put a piece of
fish in the bottom of it and toss it to the seal.
The seal is dexterous by nature, and his nose;
quickly detecting the fish in the tip of the cone,
seeks it out. ‘The cone catches on his snout
and he bites out the fish and tosses-the cone
aside. Before long he comes to associate the
cone with fish, and he will catch any number
of similar ones and toss them aside when he
fails to find what he wants.

- “Balancing the bég rubber ball is baseq on
the same principle. The ball is soaked in fishy
brine and thrown .to the seal. He gets the
odor and tries his best to get into the ball and
find what he is after. This results in his bal-
ancing the ball on his nose, a feat to which his

supple neck and his natural feeding habits are’
all adapted, and then he gets his piece of fish»

as a prize.”

O

THE FEAST op.‘f_ PASSOVER

As everybody knows, the Feast of Pass-
over is kept to commemorate the deliverance
of the Jews out of Egypt.

During this feast all bread and everything

. that is leavened is burnt, and all utensils that

have been uised previous to Passover are put
away until after the feast, and an entire change

of diet is made, the chief food being a form of

biscuit called- Matgos.

Previous to this feast there is great com-
motion in the™“Lane.”
bought and sold in large quantities, and’ the
cry of “Hagada, one penny!” may be heard
everywhere.

Passover Eve is alive with small boys cat-
rying fires made up in pails. They knock at
every door in the street, and when it is opéned
they cry “Chematz!” which- means leavened

bréad. It is the custom to'give the boy what
bread there is to burn, ‘and 'a halfpenny’for-

burning it. (This custom sems to be dying
out amongst- the English Jews, who, instead
of burning the bread, give it to the poor-beg-
g};‘t‘rs-‘whoiabqpndj'in the East of London.) In
is way.
amount-of money made up by the boy..
Middlesex street is a blaze of E

o B LRy w .

night. - It is:so

. their noses red by
- people’s business!”

New utensils are’

~have anything to ‘do_with

‘bread .is destroyed and a small _ish one! 1f you

redd” o
. Gravel : A
“Sir, some people-may make their noses red -

by ‘taking snuif; some make: their noses red:-

by taking drink; there are others who make
poking them' into’ other

or them, ii,'\l;c_l:the general fesiilt was tha:

‘the machine ‘became suitable for lighting

places outside the reach of coal gas. This ma-
chime had an air-pump like the Drake ma-

d' chines, but I followed this up by another tha:

5 ‘u;,s's.m » " %
id T start inventing? Well, it was
. you know. * My first success?

had.

had no pump, and this latter I installed int,

- nearly all the mills of A. T. Stewart, who wa-

at that time the richest man in America. The
largest I made was put up at Saratoga Spring:.
where I lighted the Grand Union, the &
James’, and Windsor Hotels, all the propert
of A. T. Stewart. The saving effected by m:

., machine in.the gas bills of these three hotel-

was about $130a day. This, I think, was m:

Jfirst success, and,” he added, somewhat pa-

thetically, or so it seemed to me; “it remaine’
my first success until the.electric light cam
along and knocked. it out completely.

“I did a lot of work for Messrs. T “A: 'Stew-

. art & Co, one way and another.. I remember

.do, and 1 informed him that I could use any°

sort of tools and was a brass finisher. ‘He re-
‘plied that he had no vacancy for either; but
wanted a draughtsman. ‘T am 3 dranghtsman
too,’ I replied, and after some further talk it
‘was arrranged that I should start with Wim
the next day on trial. ¥ :

- “After a time I became an éxpert in gas en-
gines, so when the notorious Bill T'weed and

-his friends built the large’ American Club
* House in Connecticut, where there was no gas-

ARRESTED

THE SWALLOWS

Twa little swallows are.building a nest. - :
Under the eaves of my house. N

Nibs and I creep to the window and watch, -

_"Standing as still as'a mouse.

Wee Daddy Swallow comes first with some
; string, i b

. -Mamma Bird, breathless, brings hay.

‘Chippering, ‘chattéring,’ chéerily chirk,
They’re busily building ‘all day.

Mamma' Bird labors without pause or stop;
Wee Daddy Swallow will bring
A small: wisp of straw for the frame of the
nest, o \
And then declare recess to sing:
He swells out his chest with' its bosom of
white, .
Until Nibs and I fear it will burst;
But_whether he’s praising his wife or himself
We know not. We hope ’tis the first.

WILD LILIES
(By Errest McGaffey.)

What time the earlier steps of Spring

Have reached and passed the slopes unseen,
While sun and shade alternate cling

To ancient rock and mosses green:—
Deep housed in cloistered thickets dense

The frail wild lilies ‘dreaming stand, |
Held, for a space, in rapt suspense

Like foam on some deserted strand.

What time the flicker’s chattering cry -
Sends a shrill challenge through the trees,

"And from the blue and distant sky

Drifts - down = the  wash - of ' cloud-rimmed
seas— o
The slim, wild lilies haunt the dale
Amid the maze of.grass ‘and vine,
Seen dimly clear, and passing pale,
Like to a ghost of dead moonshine.

What time the winds of morning sow
Their seeds of light with lavish palm,
And wakening signals come and go
" Through sun-drenched vaults of ° utter
calm:— i 5 :
The pure wild lilies, pensive, sweet,
By wooded shrines of shadowy lawn,
Bend reverential heads to greet -
The silent Angelus of the Dawn

A sereet urchin went into a grocer’s shop
and asked for a quarter of'a pound of tea.
“Black or green?’ enquired -the grocer.

“It doesn’t matter, mister; it’s for a woman
who’s blind,”:. - ' %

“I shall be awfully’ stupid now,” exclaimed
a wife who had returned from a visit to her
dentist. - : : T

“Why 0, my dear?” queried her husbaad.

“Because I have had all my wisdom teeth.
pulled out,” replied the lady. 7. -
“Oh my love, the idea that wisdom teethr

e

' murdered Hemmings.

light,”T was sent to provide them with a gas
engine. I designed a large one of about §oo

‘on one occasion I received a ‘telegram fron:

them which read: . ‘Can you make us a magic-

lantern large enough-to project pictures in th.

clouds at night? If so,.make one atonce i -
the Grand Union Hotel, and have it'in oper,
tion inside a week.” I at once went forth .|
purchased the largest lens I could find in \ ¢,
York, and succeeded in completing the 1.,
and installing it within the specified'time. ',
apparatus, however, was. not altogether
cessful, since suitablé clouds were not alway
available ; so the pictures were ‘projected on ¢,
the fine spray of the fountains in the ground:
This attracted an enormous amount of atten-
tion, and led to my making a special apparatus
for illuminating fountains—an idea that was
‘$oon copied all over Europe and America.”

A

AFTER THIRTY -FIVE
YEARS e
A week or two age-a man gave himself up
and confessed that he was responsible for the
Cafe Royal murder in 1894. It will be re-
membered that an old watchman was shot by
a_man unknown. Though this confession
proved, like many others; to be untrue, it re-
calls the fact that many a crime has been
brought home to the guilty party when many
more than sixteen years have gone by,
.- Just over a year ago one of the richest
and most respected of the business mien of
the city of Vienna was arrested on a charge of

‘having embezzled a sum of eight pounds from ’

his. employer. 35 years ago! It trarispired that
this merchant began his career as a commer-

-.cial traveler in cheap prints, which:he sold in

towns and villages. . One day he failed to turn
up,. and, owing to the difficulty of proving
the defalcations, the case was not proceeded
with. His solicitor, when he was charged af-
ter this long interval, procured his release by
arranging that the eight pounds that his client

. had embezzled, together with compound inter-

est for the 35 years, should be déposited in the
court, s

Another case that runs the above very
close also proves the truth of the old saying,
“Murder will out.” There lived in. Rome,
nearly 40 years ago, a woman named Marie
Bonelli, with her husband and three children.
She had a‘lover named Giaconi, and, becoming
tired of her husband and children, deliberately
poisoned them. The guilty pair fled, and fi-
nally settled down together in Naples. Thirty
years afterwards, during a violent quarrel,
Giaconi threatened his mistress that he would
inform the police of the crime she had com-
mitted. A passerby who overheard the threat
denounced the pair, and, just 31 years after the
dastardly murder, Marie Bonelli wis brought
to trial and convicted. &

Oddingley, a little village in Worcestershire
was the scene of a ghastly crime that re-
mained unsolved for a quarter of a century.
The rector was found murdered one day, and
shorty aftelrwards a mian ‘named Hemmings,
the local village carpenter, disappeared. That
he was the murderer there was little doubt,
but, though there was a great hue and cry at
the time, he was not discovered, Twenty-five
years later some workmen who were digging
up the foundations of a barn discovered the
skeleton of the carpenter. This discovery
frightened a man into confessing that he had
urdered He . It came out that he
had urged the carpenter to kill the rector, and
then, frightened that he would be found out,
he-had in his turn killed Hemmings,

Only as recently as last February the real
author of a crime was discovered after fifteen
years had passed and six people had .-been
unjustly sentenced for it. Fifteen years ago
las§ "August six miners were condemned at
Essen for perjury. The chief witness against
them was a policeman named Munter, and,
though witnesses were brought to prove that
his qvi,e was false, a policeman’s word in
Germany*at that time was considered to be

above any combined evidence. Not till last

- February was the innocence of these six deep-
* ly-wronged miners proved and a formal verdict

of acquittal entered against them. But under
German laws they are totally unable to get any

scompensation!

’ ‘15&13‘11‘ you canstand the arduous
a-sketch artiste? - You know. in our.

play we find occasion to throw you down a -
. oot f

‘j,ght of “stairs into-a barrel of rain-
1 can stand it,” said the hungry
R, (e s eoin it

IN THE CRIMINAL APPEAL COURT

It used to be the case that when a man
was sentenced to death for murder he finall
disappeared from the public gaze as he quit-
ted the dock in charge of the prison warders
Thenceforward until the sentence was carric
out he was seen only by his nearest relatives,
and by the,few persons. who were admittel
to witness the last awful scene. Even the la:
ter grew fewer in number as time went on,
for it is rarely, if ever, now that representa
tives of the press are allowed to be present at
executions.

A great cHange has come about by the pa
ing of the Criminal Appeal; Act..  Under th
provisions of the act even a.man convicted of
murder may appeal, and several have done s
in-recent years. 'These appeals are conducte!
in open court, and as the convicted person
has a right to be present, and. almost invari
aby ellects to take advantage of the privileg
the public have once more an opportunity of
looking upon him.

Naturally on these occasions there is kee:
desire to witness the proceedings, and it ma
be that the unhappy prisoner 1s faced by
far larger number of sightseers: than tha
which confronted him when on his: trial. Du
the whole situation is, pictorially; very dific
ent to that which marked the trial. The a
mosphere, the environment of the law cou
is freer, less gruesome, tham that of a cri
inal court; and, however atrocious may h:
been the nature of the crime under investic
tion, it somehow’ does not hereacreate t
effect of strained horror which: made the
cident of the trial memorable.

Instead: of occupying a dock placed
spicuously, often in the very middle of t
court, the prisoner stands in a small enclosu
erected in an elevated position-against a <
wall, and should he choose to use the c¢h
provided for him he is hardly visible.

Crippen used this chair almost throug!
the hearing of his appeal, merely standin
hear judgment pronounced, and little 1
than the top of his head was cleafly see
the majority of those in court.

Although the opportunities of seeinc ¢
victed murderers in this position have =0 ¥
been very few, one singular featurc
noted on each occasion—the caimne:s (10t Y
concern) of the prisoner. This may n par’
be due to the absence of that depre:
the environment already remarked, bu
also an evidence of the resignation
overtakes most men, even those least su
ed of liability to it in the earlier stage
miurder case, when the strain of the
trial is over; and days have been spent i
silent seclusion ‘of the prison cell. Alth

the face usually pales when the last ch
has disappeared, absolute resignation—U
lessness, if you will—is its dominating ex| "
sion.

Somehow it is always difficult to associ®
men in this position, clean-faced, decen
dressed, quiet and restrained, with the
rible acts of which they have been convict
Even if the innocence of the convict I
established by his last effort, his guilt 1s °
tainly not emphasized by the spectacular
fect of his final appearance before this tribuna
so humanely and decorously are the procee
ings conducted. '

O
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Cabby (to street loafer, who has "
holding his bony-looking animal for over ™
an hour)—"“Thanks, old sport; here’s a pc''.
for your. trouble.” .

‘Seedy-Looking Loafer—*'Old 'ard, gu+ "
—1 want a tanner.”

. Cabby—"“What! ‘Sixpence?

I shouldnt®

-~ dream of such a thing: 'Keep the horse.’
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