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B (From Sunday’s D&ﬂ-’ Editien). ’
The Tottering
Government

Capitulation to Arch Enemy On
Heels of Majority’s Dis-
appearance.

Military Ardos Allowed to Cool
In Stress of Struggle For
Political Life.

The past has been an eventful week in
pruvau«-inl politics. First the Coal Mines
Regulation bill brought the pitiful condi-
tion of the ministry into prominence. Mr.
Prentice came out unqualifiedly-in oppo-
sition, with @ speech the severest ar-
raignment of the government yet made.
He deciared that in his opinion no such
worthy motive as protecting white labor
¢rom the competition of the coolie class
had actuated the.goyernment in bringing
down this law—but that on the contrary
it was am example ‘of the worst form of
class legislation, designed at the dicta~
tion of one colliery’ concern for the dis-
comfiture of their business _rwals. As
for the real effect upon white labor—if
the operation of the act was to expel the
Chinese from the coal mines, they would
only be brought ‘into active competition
with white workers in other parts of the
province, and no real benefit result. A
third reason for his refusal to endorse the
measure was that it \vopld unquestion-
ably be declared ultra vires in ‘the end,
«nd the enactment of legislation that the
province had not .authon'ty to accom-
plish was to his yiew child’s play un-
worthy a body of supposedly  rational
men. 2

With Mr. Prentice’s defection, the gov-
ernment during this debate, on quday,
was three times forced for salvation to
the Speaker’s vote; while on one of the
two occasions, during the afternoon, both
dealing with the proposed adjournments
of the debate, the unique spectacle was
presented of a member (Mr. Ralph Smith)
being forced in order to save his party, to
vote against a motion he had himself
made. .

Tuesday was an “off”’ day. After the
eventful scene of Monday, when the fate
of the coal mines bill and that of the

government hung coincidently in the bal-|

ance, the parliamentarians rgquired a
rest for their nerves. z_\ccordmgly, save
for a preliminary skirmish on Mr. Mar-

tin’s motion with respect to redistribu-

tion,, routine held the fort. In committee
consideration of the Supreme Court Act,
an amendment by Mr. McPhillips was ac-
cepted, providing that appeal shall be
provided from interlocutory decisions
in chambers cases, this being chiefly de-
signed. to, meet the needs of Kootenay
and allow small matters of litigation to
be disposed -of in- Kootenay _withpt_xt the
trouble and expense of bringing litigants
and lawyers to the Coast. In the Bills of
Sale Act the success of the efforts of Mr.
Price Ellison, for his district, was ap-
parent in the acceptance by the govern
ment of a sub-section providing for the
registration of such instruments in the
town of Vernpn. The same. action was
sought with respect to Grand Forks,
Mr. J. M. Martin, but unceremoni
“stood over.”’s i ;

Redistribution was the text of Weds

nesday’s proceedings, Mr. Martin putting

/his case in the strongest possible way, |

and virtually compelling. a surrender.
The government was SHown to have had
no intention of introducing a general re-
distribution measure this term; Mr. J.
M. Martin said that he had expressed
himself as satiefied with the granting of
an extra member to Boundary, as was
proposed in His Honor’s speech; it was
proved conclusively that the government
had objected to redistribution suggestions
at the beginning of the session—and then
it was evidenced that the government had
been forced by their following to bring
in a general
against its will, and bring it in at once.
Attorney-Géneral Henderson intimated
that he was' onc o fthe coereing brigade,
and instead of simply voting down the
censure motiecn—as would be the course
of any goverhiment secure in its position—
the Premier asked leave to amend the

motion, admitting the main charge in ef-

fect by saying that the government would
do at once what it was proposed to cen-
sure them' for not doing—and present :a
redistribution bill immediately.

On Thursday politics were retired to
the background and personalities reign-
ed—the text being' Mr. Martin’s motion
for a committee of investigation on
late colleague, Hon. Mr. Cotton. 'The
Louse after hearing the Fipance Minister
at length refused the committee.

Another question, not one of (jmme-
diate policy, but which nevertheless filled
an important place in the week's pro-
ceedings, was with reference to the send-
ing of the proffered British Columbia
contingent to’ South Africa. It was
pointed out that hundreds throughout
British Columbia were waiting to know
what would - be done—that hundreds
were willing to volunteer—and that be-
yond sending the offer forward in a half-
nearted fashion at the dictation of the
house, the | government had failed to
press the offer as bona fide. In reply
both Hon. Mr, Semlin and Hon. Mr.
Cotton practically said that the D«
minion government would do nothing in
connection - with an independent provin-
«ial ‘contingent; -that the Imperial gov:
ernment,_ wanted units only—of mounted
infantry®125 men, or mounted horsemen
260—that the provinee, if it sent a con-
tingent, would have to send them
‘“charges paid” all the way to Cape-
town—and that the provincial govern:
ment hesitated about going to ‘the inm-
creased expense involved. The reply of
the opposition was that their loyalty
went further than Halifax, and if the
government of the Mother Liand wanted
the men delivered at Capetown, they had
suficient confidence in the people. sus-
taining the éxpenditure to support the
government to the extent of any sum
required. . At anotner ~stage in
week’s proceedings  the government ap-
peared in an unfavorable light through
refusing to allow a half-hour’s adjourn-
ment in order that the members might
join with' the people of Victoria in bid-
ding God-speed to the members of
Strathcona’s Horse who = were being

farewelled ” in the Drill hall, not fifty
yards from the chamber. I can see
nl? more reason why we should go.to see
these Young men away,” said the -Pre-
]mler, than that we should go to Kam-
oops or Vancouver to bid good-bye to
Tge recruits that are being taken from
those places.” And just then the soul-
stirring notes of “The British Grena-
glers. tollowed by *“Rule Britannia,”

(‘Iﬂted through the windows. .

e t.was Col. Baker who brought the
inOthn forward that the house adjourn
s order 0. bid farewell to the Strath-

0“" Horse,” and in his censure of the

Bovernment fer their lukewarm loyalty

islands and was 65 years of age.

| there is one point from whicl
ca be g ‘to"

redistribution . measure.

he administered a stinging reprimand,
based largely upon the failure fo make
good the patriotic professions incorporat-
ed by the government in His Honof’s
address,

« Among the new measures now_ before
the house are the Timber Inspection bill,
to provide for the official scaling of logs;
the bill to establish councils of concilia-
tion and arbitration; and a bill (by Mr.
MePhillips) to restore the provineial
franchise to the judges, sheriffs, depu-
ties, civil servants, ete—disfranchised
by the infamous act of last session.:
Sti'l another motion of censure is on
the order paper, the mover this time
being Mr. Higgins. He has shown that
the government withheld the most im-
portant letter of all from the return with
reference to the eight-hour law that was
demanded by resolut’on of the house.
The letter in question he reads as stat-
ing that legislation on the subject would
be brought before the house at the pres-
ent session.

LOCAL NEWS.

Going ‘Home.—The crew of H.M.S.
Egeria will leave for England on Sun-
day next, a new crew being on the way
out to relieve them. The erew of H.M.
S. Amphion were paid off at Devenport
on Tuesday last.

Pioneer’s Death.—The death occurred
yesterday mornipg at the family resi.
dence, Cormorant street, of James Gib-
son, who came to Victoria in 1862. The
deceased was a native of the 'Orkrggy
e
funeral will take place on 'Tuesday.

‘ Eastern Boys to Dine.—On Wednesday
evéning next at the Dallas hotel the na-
tive sons of Bastern Canada will gather
around the festive board and; besides do-
ing justice to the good things provided by
Mrs. Walt, talk over: “old times.”
large attendance is assured, as many
tickets have been sold. 4

Rail to the North.—At the meeting of
the city council ‘to-morrow evening Ald.
Williams will move that a sum not ex-
ceeding $200 be appropriated for the
purpose of defraying the necessary ex-
penses incidental to preparing a memor:
ial to be submitted to the federal gov-
ernment, the provincial government and
legislature, setting forth the merits of a
palilw;y to the north end of Vancouver
isiand.

Native Sons.—The Nanaimo branch of
the Native Sons of British Columbia was
instituted on Thursday evening Dy Chiet
Factor J. Stuart Yates and James
Harvey, of the Victoria post. The offi-
cers of the new post who will be installed
on March 3, are: Past chief factor, Frank
J. Stannard; chief factor, Joseph E. L.
Muir; 1st vice-factor, E. C. Gibson, 2nd
vice-factor, Benjamin' D. Brown; hon.
treasurer, A. H. Hilbert; sec’y-treasurer,
Will F. Norris; recording secretary, John
C. McGregor; inside sentinel, -David F.
Renwick; outside sentinel, Arthur Dixon;
trustees, Enoch Sage, J. Wm. Brown,
Oliver T. H. Randle, Andrew J. Smith,
Vernon W, Stewart.

"BROTCHIE LEDGE LIGHT.

Shipping Mon Po Not Agree That it'is
SHtisfactory. %

Captain Rudlin, of the Charmer, does
not agree wjth the statement of Captain
Gaudin in his letter ﬁublislned last Thuors-
day ‘in regard to Brotchie ledge Tight.
Captain Rudlin says that the light is not
satisfactory by any means. He says that
e light
f st ""2";@‘?’“ 8 that £ e the
interr ‘the light, and that tiis is the
poorest of the nine 'lights beb;v‘egﬂ ere
and Vancouver.,

BOYCOTTING CANADIAN MONEY.

A Strange Raling ~oi! the United States
Treasury Department.

Whatcom bankers are a little excited
over a late ruling of the United States
treasury department, who have ordered
the enforcement of the following section
of the statutes:

“ Bvery national banking association,
state bank or state banking association
shall pay a tax of 10 per cent. on, the
amount of notes of any person, or of
any state bank or state banking associa-
tion, used for circulation and paid out
by them.” ;

Alluding to the above a despatch from
New Whatcom says: ‘ 3 3

“In other words, the treasury depart-
ment will look upon Canadian curtency
as private notes and tax the banks that
use them. Such a .uling would be . a
great inconvenience to Whatcom busi-
ness men, as by reason of the scarcity of
curreney on the Sou.d and the nearness
of ‘the city to the international bound-
ary, Canadian bank notes form the
larger part of the r money in circu-
jation. The banks receive and’pay out
thousands of dollars of the notes every
month.

“The bankers have had a meeting and
will present the case to the secretary of
the treasury and ask for a' definite rul-
ing on the gquestion. It is suggested
that even under an adverse ruling the
banks could still accept the notes on de-
posit at a small discount and effect an
exchange with British Columbia banks,
the . discount paying for ' the expense.
But even a small discount would result
in endless annoyance and inconvenience.

«he banks will continue to receive
and pay out the Canadian notes as here-
tofore, until the secretary’s ruling is re-
ceived. In the meantime they are more
or less worried, as the government,
under the law, is entitled, in the ab-
sence of definite information, to. make
an estimate of the amount, of private
notes circulated by banks and colleet
the 10 per cent. tax. A penalty of $200
is fixed for refusal to pay.”

e (e,

- COWICHAN.

Somenos, Feb, 14, —Another of our earliest
.ploneers has joined the great majority. Mrs.
Neal Bell was interred in the Methodist
churchyard, Somenos, on  Tuesday ' last.
She; -ber husband. (2 Highland Scotehman)
and young family eame. here from New Zea-
land, forming part of the first little band
of settlers who were brought to Cowichan
Bay in one of Her Majesty’s men of war;
thence up the river in boats, landing on the
shores of . Somenos lake. Mr. Bell took
up 300 acres of land, and the first modest
log hut was built within a few yards of the
home where, on Sunday last, this exem-
plary wife and mother sank gently to her
well-earned rést. For many years she had
not left the home farm; but in the early
struggling days, when the young settle-
ment had neither nurse nor doetor, her
neighbors never appealed for help in vain,
and many a young wife and mother had
cause to bless her wise head and capable
hands, She had been a widow for some
fifteen years, but leaves 2 daughter and
three sons to cherish her memory.

st P ———
FATAL EXPLOSION.

Topeka, Kns., Feb, 16.—Two men
were  instantly killed and three frights

i fully injured by the explosion of a loco-

;house this afternoom.

motive boiler in the Santa Fe round-

‘vution was in the hands

gl

The Willisms =~~~
. Libel Charge.

Severe Examination of Editor
Sarel of the Kamloops
Standard.

Very Little Important Evidence
Obtained—Case Adjourned
Until Friday Next.

Quite a crowd of interested spectators
assembled at the police court yesterday
morning, when thes journed hearing of

the charge of defamatory libel preferred
by the government against G. Sheldon
Williams was taken up. J. P. Walls
appeared for the accused, and the prose:
of ' Deputy
Attorney-General McLean, who repre-
sented the crown. Justin Gilbert acted
as official reporter.

The first witness was C. Wentworth
Sarel, and he was subjected to a most

rigid examination by Mr, McLean, with~
out, however, eliciting “much material
evidence, Mr, Sarel could not remem-
ber who wrote the article complained of,
the name of the Victoria correspondent,
nor anything which would serve to fix
upon any individual - the responsibility
for the writing of the article. After
Mr. M¢Lean had exhausted every effort
in a nearly two hours’ attempt to elicit
from the witness an acknowledgment
that he knew anything about the alleged
libel, the case was adjourned until Fri-
day next, to afford Mr. Sarel an oppor-
tunity of produéing in court the original
manuseript. . To do this Mr. Sarel will
require to make a special trip to Kam-
loops. There were numerous spirited
passages between counsel on points of
jaw, and the case before it is finished
promiges to become very interesting.

Before being sworn, Mr. Sarel asked
the court if he could be assured that he
would get witness fees. He had been
seriously inconvenienced by being com-
pelled to remain in town so long from
his business, and put to considerable ex-
pense. He thought he should be re-
imbursed by the couid. g

Mr, McLean explained that no witness
fees were paid in such cases, and in this
he was sustained by the court, who 0
informed Mr. Sarel

The witness toek the oath, In answer
to questions by Mr. McLean, witness
said he was editor, of the Kamloops
Standard. He had been editor for a
year past, and was acting in that capa-
city on the date on which the alleged
libellous article appeared—January 11
last. But he objected to severe ques-
tioning concerning his conneetion with
the paper, as the evidence‘whxcl; he
might give might ineriminate hnns_elf
and afterwards be used against him.
e did not want to be placed in that
position. " ity

Mr, McLean dnd the court explained
that he could object to any part of the
evidence he might give being used
against him, and such objection would
be noted”and the evidence mot used: to
incriminate him. ) 3

The examination of the witness then
proceeded.  Questioned concerning - the
duties of an edifor, witness replied that
under ordinary circumstances it was to|
edit. This was the case with editors on
most city papers, but in regard to run-|
ning a country paper it was different.
As editor of the Kamloops Standard he
performed general duties, such as cut-
ting wood, running the engine, collecting
accounts, etc., besides attending to the
editorial part. On January 11 last he
had performed such duties.

Asked as to the persdnnel of the staff

on the Standard, witness replied that
those employed ‘were Mr. Young: Mr.
Case and Miss Wolf. Miss Wolf set
type, as did also Mr. Case apd Mr.
Young, though the latter generally super-
vised the mechanical part. All copy did
not necessarily pass through his (the
witness’) hands. - It might be handled
by anyone in the office.. Fn fact it was
frequently the case that items appeared
in the paper which he did not see until
after the paper was published.
- He knew the defendant. - He was not
the sole Victoria correspondent of the
Kamloops Standard.  Very frequently
the paper got letters from numerous cor;
respondents who wrote from Victoria.
He did not remember how many letters
Williams had written to the Standard—
it might have been five or fifty—perhaps
twenty. JHe did not know Williams’
handwriting. = Williams could not be
called the regular correspondent. of the
paper, but he very frequently sent him
special information which was used as
paragraphs in the paper. - Yes, he had
conversations with accused in regard to
the article complained of since its pub-
lication, He had met Williams on
Government street one day and said:
¢ Hello, Williams, I hear that you are
charged with writing those "letters to
me,” ~ Williams replied: “Is that so?”
Then after a few other remarks not
bearing on the case, the conversation
ended. That was all. . )

At this point counsel for the accused
protested against the admissability of
evidence pertaining to amy conversations
which witness-and Williams might have
had. The libel had ‘' not yet been
proved.

The court ruled that any evidence be-
tween the two affecting the case was
pertinent and admissible.

Continuing, witness explained that his
attention was first directed to the alleged
libellous article in the Standard, through
a paragraph which had appeared in the
Sentinel, He had then looked up the
paper. ‘When he saw it  he merely
laughed. He thought it only a funny
caricature.

Mr. McLean—Now, Mr. Sarel, under
what nom. de plume did Mr. Williams
write letters to the Standard?

Mr. Walls objected to the question,
but the ‘court overruled his objection,
and the examination pro ed.

Mr. McLean—Did he write under the
nom de plume . of {Observer”?

Witness—I really, - can’t. remember.
The signature “ Observer” is put under
all letters from. Vietoria.

Mr. McLean—Would thaey be put un-
der any letter sent from Victoria?

‘Witness—Yes; the signature - “Obser:
ver” is commonly used by correspond-
ents.

Mr. McLean—Give me the name of any
other man who eyer wrote to you from
Victoria and . used the non de plume
“Observer”? §

Witness—Well, Mr. Clarke and myself.

Mr. MecLean—Yes; and where is Mr.
Clarke now? 7 ‘

Witness—In England. ;

Mr. McLean—Point ou the ones which
appeared in January which were written

by you. .

Mr. Walls objected to this question, but
the objection was pot sustained by the
~court. fow 4

Continning, witness explained’ that it

" 3
whit léttérs '6r wrticles he had writteny
He could not remember or s‘gecity them,

Mr. McLean—Who wrote the letter ap-
pearing in the Kamloops Standard of
January 11, dated from Victoria and
gigned *‘Observer”?

Mr. Walls again objected, eclaiming
that the original article should be put in
first and proved. He quoted authorities
_in support of his contention. The objec-
tion was not sustained.

Witness did not know who wrote the
article. £

Mr. McLean—Well, how did it get in
the paper? :

Witness in reply said letters coming
by mail were frequently opened by him-
self or other members of the staff and
the copy hung on the hook, and frequent-
ly part of letters dated from Victoria
were written in Kamloops by himself and
‘others and added on to the letters.

Mr, MclLean—Yes, and how much of
that" article (the libellous letter) came
from Victoria?

‘Witness—I can’t say; I may have writ-
ten parts of it myself.

Mr. MclLean—Yes, and what parts did
you write? i

Witness—That last paragraph.

Mr. McLean—Did you write that para-
graph? (reading paragraph which con-
stitutes the alleged libel.

Mr. Walls objected, but was not sus-
‘ained by the court.

‘Witness {continuing)—I might have
written it. That -is my style.

Mr. MecLean then asked if he could
sroudce the article. Witness thought he
sould. It would take some time, as it
would be quite a task to hunt up the
t(l»py, which was scattered all over the
2lace.

As to the paragraph referring to Mr.
Joseph Martin, he had written it after
4 conversation with a gentleman from
Victoria and had added it to the article
signed “‘Observer.”

Mr., MecLean pressed for information
~egarding the particular letter itself. Did
Ye open it or was it submitted to him.
Witness replied in the negative.

Mr. Wells again entered an objection
Yo this style of examination, and Mr.
McLean retorted that he was endeavor-
ing to extract necessary information
from a witness who was certainly hos-
tile and disinclined to assist him. The
sourt agreed, after gome. argument, in
Mr. McLean’s contention.

Continuing the examination witness
was asked if he did not know, who wrote
he article, or how much he himself
yrote. ‘Witness could not remember.

Mr. McLean then prodaced a copy of
the Standard of a later date than the one
in_which the alleged libellous article ap-
veared and directed witness’ attention to
in editorial headed “Unintentional Dis-
‘oyalty.”

Mr. McLean—Did you write that? Wit-
ness admitted that he had. Mr. Mec-

‘Lean then read portions of the article,

which consisted of an apology for the ap-
f_%ax]‘dnce in the Standard of the alleged
ibel.

Mr. Walls was' up with more objec-
tions, which were overruled.

Mr. MecLean—Do you approve of at-
tacks on the Lieutenant-Governor?

Witness—No. :

Mr. McLean—Then you eould not have
written that paragraph (showing witness
that portion of the article alleged to be
written by Williams, which refers to-the
Lieutenant-Governor as a ‘‘bewhiskered
monstrosity.”

Witness—I might have done so.

Mr. McLean (in great astonishment —
‘What!

Witness—I can’t remember if I wrote
the paragraph containing the attack on
the Governor, though I would mot say
that I did. =

After some further questions of an un-
important character, Mr. McLean asked
for an adjournment wuntil Friday next,
which was granted.  Before adjourn-
ment. Mr. Scholetield; the provineial li-
brarian gave evidence as to the filing of
the Standard in the provincial library and
as to the identity of the papers produced.

e At i
AN EXPERT'S OPINION,

Mr. W. M. Brewer Tells of the Progress
Made at Van Anda During the
Year. s

Mr. W, H. Brewer, the englneer who
represents the ‘‘Engineering:and Mining
Journal,” of New York, in British Colum-
bia, has just returned from a visit to the
Van Anda mine on Texada Island. He made
an interesting statement to a. News-Adver-
tiger reporter: s % e .

“I visited Texads ¥sland last year,” said
Mr. Brewer, “and 1 must say that I felt
then somewhat skeptical of the future of
the mine, 1 wondered about ‘their being
dble to get sufficient ore from their own
mines to operate the smelter. This time
Mr. Treat accorded me the privilege of
looking into the workings of both the Cor-
nell and Copper Queen shafts. | The Copper
Queen on the 400-foot level has an ore
body opened up on,a line of the strike about
40 feet. It shows a maximum thickness
of about 20 feet, and the hanging wall
has not yet been come to, It is high grade
bornite, with copper ore carrying pyrites
and good gold values. The face of the
drift is all in ore, and what the length
will be is entirely problemstical. They
are taking ore from the 200-foot level,
| where they have drifted on an ore body
60 feet, that was unknown ten months
ago, because a diorite dyke occurred as an
intrusive and no effort was made to de-
termine whéther this dyke had perman-
ently cut off the ore body; but since Mr.
Kiddie has r d the superintend
he demonstrated by drifting through this
dyke that it was comparatively narrow
and that ore occurred on the other side of
it, = They are developing on the Copper
Queen in a much more systematic manner,
making upraises between the levels-to de-
termine the continuity of the ope. ;

At the Cornell, they have made a survey
of the workings and are now doing devel-
opment work on a systematic basis and
are taking out considerable ore of high
grade. While carrying on this develop-
ment at the same time in both mines; al-
though still keeping the smelter running
with not less than 40 tons of ore per day,
the work is being carrfed on in such a man-
ner as to show ore in ‘sight. They have
been making ten.shipments of matte from
the smelter during this year, with an aver-
age of 15 tons to the shipment. They sent
the last on Friday night. From a casual
.survey of the property, I do not hesitate
to say that there is sufficient ore in sight,
in the Cornell and Copper Queen, to keep
the smelter running, with an average of 40
or 50 .tons of .ore per day, for the next
year.. The most encouraging, and at the
same time the ‘most unexpected feature is
that the ore on the 400-foot level is found
in more. solid masses and carries equally
as high average values as the best ship;
ping ore from the first level.” 5

Mr, Brewer was much surprised at the
general progress of Van Anda, When he
was there eight months ago, there were
but half a dozen small houses, while now
there are 65 well built frame houses in the
town, a saw-mill with a capacity of 12,000
feet per day, with a planing mill and
shingle mill and one of the most energetic
managing directors that can be found any-
where,

Those unhappy persons who suffér from
pervousness: dyspepsia should use Car-
ter's ‘I’At‘s"h Nerve PIS:. whichare made ex-

- for 8

‘was utterly impossible -for . him to. say

ess, nervous, dyspept.c siés
cents, ;

[Victoria tunt
Club Races

Programme fof the Spring
Meeting of the Club on
Easter Monday.

N\

An /Attractive Series of Races
With Good Prizes
Offered.

The spring -meeting of the Victoria
Hunt Club will take place on HBaster
Monday, April 16. There will be a{ least
four races, as follows:

The Hunt Cup.—A steeplechase for
horses, the bona fide property at the time
of entry of members of the Victoria
Hunt Club; any member of the club en-
titled to ride; weight 180 pound; distance
about 214 miles. This cup must be won
twice by the eame horse to become the
absolute property of any member. En-
trance fee $2.50,

The Ladies’ Cup.—A steeplechase for
horses the bona fide property at the time
of entry of members of the Victoria
Hunt Club.. Any member of the club en-
titled - to ride; weight 154 pounds; dis-
tance about 2% miles. This cup must
be won twice in succession by the same
horse to become the absolute property of
any member, the winner.of the previous
race for this cup to carry a T-pound pen-
alty; entrance fee $2.50.

The Colwood Plate.—A steeplechase for
ponies, 14.2 hands high and under, the
bona fide property at the time of entry
of members of the Victoria Hunt Club;
any member of the club -entitled to ride;
weight, catch weights; distance about
two miles; ponies to be in the opinion of
the committee bona fide paper-chasers; en-
trance fee $2.50, ; ;

The Farmers’ Cup.—A flat race for
horses bred in British Columbia, the
bona fide property of farmers in the Vie-
toria or adjacent districts, who are not
members of the Victoria Hunt Club. The
riders must be bona fide farmers or any
member of the Victoria Hunt Club;
weight, 154 pounds; distance about two
miles; no entrance fee.

The. entries for the Hunt cup, Ladies’
cup and Colwood plate must reach the
honorary _secretary of the club, Work
Point barracks, Victoria, by midnight of
Saturday, April 7. 2

For the Farmers' race the entrjes re-
main open till 3.30 p.m. of the day ot
the! race, and may be given in on, the
ground.

BASKET BALL. 0l

The Bays Again Successful at Last
\ Evening’s Match.

The second game of basket ball in con-
nection with the band concerts was play-
ed lust night to a fair sized crowd, and
again won by the Bays after a hard
game by a score of 6-2. The teams lined
up_at 8.30 as follows:
J.B.A.A.—Guard, Finlaison; ' back,
Lorimer and Galbraith; forwards, Burns,
McNeil, Stephens; centre, Smith.
Vietoria  West—Guard, Jackson; backs,
Andrews, Etherton; forwards, Merry-
field, Williard, Humber; centre, Fairall;
referee, Norman. ; s
At the face off Victoria West secured
the ball but were unable to score, and
the globe travelled swiftly from one end
to the other, both sides checking hard.
The Bays had several chanees, but failed,
and half-time was called without either
side scoring: Shortly after haf-time
Humber scored the first and only goal
for Victoria West, ‘This put the Bays
on their mettle and Bmith scored twice
in rapid succession. Play for the next
few minutes was very rapid, some very
pretty combination work on both sides
being seen. Finlaisoy, Burns and Smith
showing up well for the Bays, and An-
drews, Fairall and Hunter for Vietoria
West. Finlaison secured and passed to
Lorimer; he to Burns, who advanced it
to Stephens, the latter scoring the third
goal for the Bays. Time was ecalled
shortly afterwards without further score.
8. Norman refereed the game with satis-
favtion'to everyone. ; ke
The Bays will continue to practice for
their game with the Seattle X.MIC.A, at
Seattle on Thursday next, on the odcasion
of the celebration of George Washing-
ton’s birthday. Quite a number of their
supporters have signified their intention
of going over with the team. Cheap
rates will be arranged.
—_——

There was a large attendance at the
concert in Temperance Hall 1ast evening.
Mr. John Jardine occupied the chair and
Mr. C. A. Longfield had charge of the
programme, which was an excellent one.
Next Saturday is gentlemen’s night and
the sterner sex will have entire charge,
and provide the programmie, .

— .

CLOSING OF HALL MINES,

Enforced Increase of Wages Last Straw
jn Operations Long Devoid of
Profit.

From the Nelson Miner, Feb. 9.

Owing largely, if not altogether, to the
injurious effects of the eight-hour law,
the Silver King mine and the Nelson
smelter, owned by the Hall Mines, Limi-
ted, will be closed down on the 15th in-
stant.

1t is not yet known for how long oper-
ations will be suspended, but probably
for some months, as it is said that the
smelter crew will be all discharged. In
any case work is not likely to be resumegd
until the labor question is sufficiently
settled to insure a continadous supply of
lead ores for the smelter. The company
last year made preparations to gmelt and
arranged for a considerable tonnage of
lead ores, but the close down of the Slo-
‘ean. mines in June last, stopped the sup-
ply of these ores, and the smelter has
only been in blast occasionally. -

The result of paying the same rate of
wages at the mine for eight hours as was
previously paid for longer hours, and the
loss of many of the best of the miners
through their|leaving . the country to
avoid labor difficulties, have = added
greatly to the cost of the work, which in
the case of a low grade mine like the
Silver King become a serious matter.

Nelson may be congratulated cn hay-
ing hitherto escaped almost altogether the |
evil effects of the mad act. Now, it is
feared a feeling of depression will be ex-
perienced in business circles. The Bilver
King miné and its smelter have been the
main spring of Nelson’s prosperity, the
fountain from which has flowed the
nourishment for its growth. and enter-
prise.. -However poorly the shareBolde

olders
4 in the Hall Mines may have fared in’the

matter of dividends, the mine has pro-
duced sufficient to pay for its labor and
'supplies, and the large sums of money
 thus ‘placed in circulation® have gone:far|
towards building up this section of ' the

‘gave evidences of getting worked
and a systematic course.of development |-

\/../’
; ¥

It's a Big Lift —

On the pocket book when you get “our
bargains” and find them to be of the very
highest quality.

} Our Tea and Coffee is especlally so. If .
you have not tried them you should do so

i at once, as we are giving marvellous.

i yalues,

“Our Biend” Tea

¢ “Golden Bliend” Tea
“Dixi” Ceyion Tea

! upixi Blend” Coffee
 New California Butter
{ Fancy Navel Oranges

3
‘\.
i
;
{

N T
i. Fresh Finnan Haddies Received Daily,

IDIX H.R0SS & G0

Glowing Words

It has been with a great and increasing
pride that I have seen the magnificent loy-
alty, the whole-hearted patriotism of the
people of Canada,

Being an old-conntry-man by birth, and
formerly Surgeon in the British Royal Na-
val Service, 1 have been keenly aroused
by the conflict into which miy beloved Moth-
er-land has been forced. 'It has therefore
been with great joy and admiration that I
have watched this splendid young couniry
spring ‘enthusiastically to the aild of the
Empire in her time of need,

From the very first mote of alarin both
the natural love of my country ‘und the
instincts of the soldier have made 1ay heart
burn within me, and filled me with.longing
to rush at once to the front. No mun has
had a severer struggle with himself than
I. But 1 have realized that there are
times -when a man sacrifices himself for

PROUD OF CANADA

From Dr. Sproule

Wishes He Coula_T—

oin Our Brave Boys.

\ his countrf more truly by living than by

dying for it. I remember the many tiwcus-
ands whose health, happiness, and m many
cases life itself, depend upon my remaining
faithfully at my post. This thougnt bas
forced me to do violenze to my natural
feelings and wishes, ‘which are tlcse of
every man worthy of the name) and I have
reinained here.

But my heart has syelled with enthusi-
asm and -gratification, ‘even while I have
grieved at my own jnaction,) to see tle
splendid gelf-sacrifice, the wonderful devo-
tion, the noble patriotism, shown, not only
by those who have formad each hrave Cans
adian contingent, but also by those who,
though it wrenched their heartstrings, yet
c¢onsented to let their dear ones go. 1
honor to those true patefots who have
served to bind Canada and Britain more
closely together than ever' ‘Cheir names
will in after years be enrolled as henetfac-
tors, not only of thair countrv, hut of a'l
humanity. For they have had the nobility
to avenge a wrong that was not their own
merely, but that of all civiiiz3d people.

It has grieved me to see the great con-
trast in the behaviour of vhe Franch-Can- -
adians who, unable to throw off their old
racial prejudices, have wid2ned the moral
distance between themselves and the real
makers of Canada—true sons of the mother
conntry.

The same unerring judgment of pesterity
that will mention with joyous pride the
names of these patriots, will point the fin-
ger of scorn at those small and sordid souls
whe could see notbinz hul their swn petty
interests, and who, too cowardly to go to
the front themselves, have tried to dissuade
others. “‘Cowadrds” and “Traitors” ' shall
be the names applied to those who, to
shield their own selfishness and poor-spirit-
edness, have trled}lo restrain and: hinder

the noble enthusiagm of othors,
! R. SPROULE, M.D.

district. Fortunately for Nelson it is not
now dependent on the expenditure of the
Hall Mines as it was some two or three
years ago, when it had little else to sup-
port it, for practically no other mines
were then working in this district; but
nevertheless the suspension of. operations
must have a serious though it is hoped
only temporary effect on the prosperity
of the city. To lay off between two and
three hunderd men who have been draw-
ing good wages and . spending them in
Nelson is by no means a small matter
and its direct effect will be felt by the
city merchants.  The eight-hour law
geems to be gradually ruining the country
and unless something is done at once to
counteract its evil influence it is impossi-
ble to say where it will end. Certain it
is that if the law were never passed the
Heall Mines would be in full operation,
without any thought of closing down,

1t was only yesterday. that the decision
was ‘arrived at to close down, and -all
arrangements” leading to it have not yet
been_complcted. It is not yet known how
the decision will affect the gentlemen who
are now at the head of affairs here. How-
ever, it is sincerely hoped that the clos-
ing down Wwill not necessitate the yemoval
from - Nelson of Mr. Croasdaile, Mr.
Campbell, Mr, Hedley and others ° who
have beert connected with the mide and
smelter and who have won' for them-
selyes many friends in Nelson and the
respect of all those who have had busi-
ness with the Hall Minés. . The local
munagement has battled bravely against
the evil effects of the iniquitious labor
law, and it_will be exceedingly regretted
that the odds have béen oo m_\lch against
Mr. Croasdaile and his associates under
whose management the company prosper-
ed until outside influences became array-
ed against them. b

The effect of the decision, will of
course, be disastrous to the. stock and
the local holders, as well as those in the
old country will lose heavily, unless they
decide to hang on until the politicians at
Victoria forget their greed for votes an
party capital and fulfill the trust to which
they were elected by considering only the
good of the country. g

MR. CROASDAILE'S STATEMBENT.

The news of the impending shut down
was know to but very few yesterday, and
the announcement this morning will be
received with great surprise. As soon as
The Miner heard of the decision a report-
er called on Mr. Croasdaile and asked for
any information on the causes leading to
ﬂil‘:? suspension of the company’s opera-
tions,
1898, after two. years heayy output,
amounting to some 100,000 tons of ore,
fhe main ore reserves in the Silver King

svork was then commenced. Although
fresh ore reserves have been proved ‘to
exist by the development work up to
date, these have not yet become avail-
able for stoping, and the old workings are
now yielding but a small tonnage of low
grade ore. Thus while there has been a

‘steady ‘and heavy expenditure ‘ineurred

for development the income from the
mine has been constantly declining. - The
increased cost of labor at the mine since
last June, has also been a serious matter
to us, coming as it did when there wag so
much dead work to be done. The smelter
would have helped greatly and probably
averted a suspension® altogether, had we
been able to continue lead smelting stead-
ily. 'We had contracts with silveg-l%ns
mines last year that would have, enable

us {o do this if the Slocan mines had not
closed down last June. The constant
charges at a smelter, whether smelting or
idle, dare Very heavy and the short supply
of ore was the principle canse of the pre-
sent suspension. There is little proba-
bility of the smelter resuming operations
until the present labor’ difficulties are
settled and a continuous supply ‘of ore in-
sured. It is impossible for me to say
how long it will be before work will be
resnmed at the Silver King mine. but it
wilk.not he for at least three months, per-
haps longer. * 1 may say that the results

‘of development work 8o are very sat-
isfactory and encoﬁruﬁ& All claims
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He stated: “Towards the close of |
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TO BREWERS
E. L. Clarke
2 S: Francols Xavier St &

» MONTREAL. .
Machinery and ’
Brewety Fittings

01 010105050501 0]

opox:

oboteote

e

Malt, Hops
And all.,,
Breﬁversf

Supplieses*
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Crown Brand Pressed Hops fer
Bakers’ and  Grocers’ Use.

Correspondence Solicited.
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Mortgage Sale.

nder and by virtue of the pewer of
in a certain {indenture
of mortgage, default having been made
in payment thereof, tenders will be
received addressed to the under-
signed, George E. Martin, Solicitor, Kaslo,
B.C., to 'and including the first day of
March, 1900, for the purchase of the fol-
lowing lands, viz: an undivided one-half
interest in the whole of section nineteen
(19), range four (4), and the fractional
whole of section nineteen (19)) .. and
twenty  (20),. both in rTange five (5), ia
the Chemainus District, British Columbla,
containing one hundred and forty-nine
30- acres more or less,

The said lands are suitable for farming
e and adjoin the townsite of Che-

"Fhe highest or any tender shall not neces-
sarily ble‘ m:ct’:pted.y % ;

Terms of Sale

Ten (102 per cent. of the purchase money
to be paid within ten days of acceptance
of tender, and the Balance within th
days of such acceptance. . - 3

'or further iculars and conditions of

sale apply to ¢
‘GEORGE B. MARTIN,
Vendor’s Sollcitor,
Kaslo, B
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Notice 1§ hereby given that application
will bé made tobt‘hé‘:nﬂllmeﬁt &p‘ Canada
at its wext session for an act to eztend the

times’ .ll‘%lét%dv for the commencement and

complet ? the undertaking of thé C
ichan: Valley’ Railway Com i

i 53 CH, X M, *
/Dated at Torontoy:Hth: January; . i 2z

ageinst 'the company Will’ 6f ‘course be
‘paid in the dsual way'in ‘Which' thé com-
pany has always discharged its ‘lia-
bilities.” = ¢ D TG

THE PLAGUE AT HONOLULU.

‘Washington, Feb. 16.—Surgcon-General
Wyman of the Marine Hospital serviee,
to-day received the . following despatch
dated February 9 from Surgeon UChr-
michael ‘at Honolulu in regard to the
plague situation: “Thére are four new
cases reported and three deaths ‘sitice
¥ebruary 2. P




