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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

Mr. Cotton States in Detail What
the Opposition Have Against
the Government,

The Provincial Secretary Heard in
Reply—Budget Debate not yet
Concluded.

WEDNESDAY, March 30.

The ligislature took up another day
in discussing the budget, but as there
was other important public business to
wttend to the Premier moved at six o’-
c¢lock  an adjournment till next day.
"This was acceded to.

The house was opened with prayer by
Mr. O. E. Kendall. .

RETURN.

The -Attorney-General presented re-
turns relating to the Nelson & Fort
Sheppard railway.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.

Mr. Cotton resumed the debate on the
budget. He would not go into a lot
of details in the estimates but would
refer to some of the pringjpal points.
The expenditure had grown enormously

during the past pear. He could not help.

comparing the speech of he finance min-
ister this year with that of ten years
ago for any one who read the speech of
ten years ago would see that the pre-
dictions then made under very similar
conditions had not been fulfilled. Within
the past few years the revival of mining
Lhad stimulated the other industries of
the province and in 1888 there was a
similar revival owing to the impetus
given by the building of the C.P.R., so
that the conditions in both years were
very ' similar. For 1889 the estimates
of revenue were $601,000 and this year
£1,453,000. The finance minister ten
years ago in presenting his estimates
had haid that he would lay such a foun-
dation for prosperity by ‘the expenditure
that it would bring about a lightening
of taxation. The finance minister’s pre-
dictions of ten years ago were falsified
by results. Insead of the people being
jess taxed they had to pay more, for the
taxation ten years ago was only 26 per
cent. of the revenue and this year it was
30.9 per cent. and in fact they would
have to tax the people 39 per cent. of
the revenue to enable the services to
kept up that were now paid by the muni-
cipalities instead of by the province.
The revenue in 1888-9 was $601,000 and
this year is estimated at $1,453,000, an
increase of $141.70 per cent. Whereas
the expenditure in 1 9 was $789,000
is had now grown to $1,995,000 or an
increase of 152 per cent., which showed
that the expenditure had increased faster
than the revenue. In 1887, when the
present finance minister assumed office
the debt of the 5province was $1,743,000
4nd now was $5,596,000, or an increase
in the ten years of 221 per cent. In
the face of this the government could
not pretend that the finances were in a
prosperous condition. The ratio of the
debt was to ratio of population as 11
to 5 and the burden of debt with all
the increase of population was heavier
now than it was ten years ago. He had

. estimated the population for 1889 on

the census of 1881 and the present pogsus-
lation on the census of 1891. In 188!
the per capita debt was $29 and this
year it was $57. The percentage of -the
revenue taken up by the public debt was
in-1888. 14.8 ‘andsnow it had. de .
to 13.5 per cent. The general expenses,
he claimed, were increasing at a greater
proportion than the revenue. The differ-
ence between the expenditure and rev-
enue per capita was in 1888 $3.15 and
in 1898 was $5.50. He was just taking
the same figures as the finance minis-
ter and presenting them in a different

way. -

Hon. Col. Baker laughing—“That’s
true—a very different way.”

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the
Chinese entrance tax was $500 in 1888,
and in 1898 was $30,000 an increase from
.08 per cent. to 2 per cent of the rev-
enue. ; ¥
Hon. Mr. Eberts—“Why don’t you ex-
plain where that.tax comes from?”

Mr. Cotton explained  that it came
fx&om the entrance of Chinese into Can-
ada.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“Just so. It's a
Dominion tax.” &

Mr. Cotton went on to argue that it
ness incapacity of the government.
ment that this increase-had come. The
expenditure on public works had only in-
creased 1 per cent. on the revenue since
1888, and the increase on public works
this year was, he intimated, only due to
the coming elections. The increase in
civil salaries, he said, showed the busi-
ness in capacity of the government.
The inecrease in this branch was 11.9
per cent. over last year, but the tax-
payers were not in any better position
to pay this year than last year. He
Lield that the taxes should have been re-
duced instead" of giving this increase in
pay. In 1888 the estimated expenditure
for education was 18.46 per cent. of the
revenue, while the stimated expenditure
on the same line this year was 19.27 per
cent. of the revenue. The increase in
the personal property tax in the ten
years was 122 per cent. The govern-
ment had failed, he argued, to balance
the ordinary expenditures by the ordi-
nary revenue. Mr. Cotton questioned
that the conversion of the debt was a
success, his idea being.that it would
Lave been better to have let the old debts
run out in the ordinary way. He
¢laimed that events bofe him out, for
the prices asked for the old stock was
so high that the finance minister had to
write to discontinue the sales.

The Premier remarked that at the
time he wrote there had been no stock
sold at all. In 1891 he had brought for-
ward the very point claimed by Mr.
Cotton, for he had in the house then
stated that the $1,000,000 loan which it
was desired to float then was insuffi-
cient to get the most favorable offers
on the market in London, and therefore
it was desirable at the same time to try
and convert certain of the old loans,
though he doubted very much whether
much could be converted because a great
deal of it was held by t companies.
However, in connection with the loan,
the offer to convert the old loans would
make a sum sufficient to give the Lon-
don brokers confidence that there would
be at their hands a large body of stock,
and therefore the government would be
able to get better terms. It had had
just that effeet. .

Mr. Cotton, econtinuing, took up the
parliament - buildings, holding that' they
cost §1,200.000. :

Hon. ,Mr... Turner, sarcastically—
“That’s just as near as you can get.”

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the
sum for attepdant at the capitol build-
ings, was, set- down: in the estimates this
vear at $14,512.

The Premier here set Mr. Cotton right
by showing that it was only $5,832,
for Mr, Cotton was adding in the
the Provineial Secretary’s office as well.
This $5,832 included all the attendants.
that formerly were scattered about the
various departments. |

Mr. Cotton repeated that the attend-
ance was to cost $14,000. -

The Premier—You have done away
with the Provincial Secretary then.”

/ : ‘
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Mr Cotton next claimed that most of
the creameries were carried on without
governmept support, yet he government
took credit for assisting the creameries.
The government had not taken suffici-
ent care to secure themselves for the note
given for the Leamy & Kyle Mill com-
pany. In reference to the correspond-
ence between the Province and Domin-
lon governments as to he proection of
the river.banks at Revelstoke, Mr. Cot-
ton said that it did not include cor-
respondence by Hon. Theodore Davie
when Premier, with Ottawa.

Hon. Mr. Turner explained that he
had understood that the correndondence
was that in connection with his own vis-
it to Ottawa and not previous to the
time he became Premier.

Mr. Cotton argued that the provincial
government had tried to bulldoze the
government at Ottawa in that matter
and then had been obliged to back down
from their position.

Mr. Cotton was beginning to complain
about the site for a drill shed for Van-
couver when—

The Premier laughed and said: “That
ie all fixed already.” He proceeded to
explain that the representatives of the
military in Vancouver had expressed
themselves as willing to have a site giv-
en them but now a new arrangement
has been entered into.

Mr. Cotton complained #hat although

themselves at the beginning of the ses-
sion as willing to do away with the
miners’ tax the tax still stood. He
spoke in favour of the repeal of the
mortgage tax and said the redistribution
bill, too, should have beemr brought down
earlier in the session. He turned again
to the loan of three years ago and said
the finance minister should have -got
Letter terms in London.

The Premier—“Perhaps- we should
had it not been for the false statements
niade from Vancouver in London pa-
rers.”

Mr. Cotton—“Produce them.”

The Premier—“Yes, Il
them.” :

Mr. Cotton was at pains to explain
that he was not responsible for the
statements made from Vancouver.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“You’re not the
whole of Vancouver.” -

Mr. Cotton wanted to know if a mere
newspaper scribbler or_tgvo—penny-halg‘-
penny newspapers could injure the credit
of the province in the London market.
He went back to the loan of 1895 of
£420,000 and read from the prospectus
and said that the only condition appar-
ently on which the money could be bor-
rowed was that here would be no more
Lorrowing for three years following.

Mr. Hunter denied there was any
pledge.

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the

produce

be | government had been a failure in its

railway policy. . The government had ap-
parently in_ view asking the people to
bonus the Stikine river railway a rail-
way the whole country was in an up-
roar about. Instead of giving money
to speculators, some arrangement should
be made by which the government should
either own railways or at least have
an interest in them. - He was told the
nevious day by an influential man that
e and his associates _were ready to
build a railway in the interior but were
blocked by another company which hop-
ed to get a bonus from the government.
The railway policy had been a com-
plete failure and before long there
should be such a public expression as
weuld put an end to charter mongering
and putting the money of the country
in the hands of speculators. He closed
a three hours' speech by saying that the
government of the province was too
g had just returned
Capt. Irving, who had just return
on the previous night from the North,
congratulated Mr. Cotton on -his speech,
but differed decidedly from that gentle-
man in-his views.. Capt. Irving believed
that the government had treated the
country in a fair and liberal manner,
and he was quite satisfied that they were
actuated with the view of doing justice
to all parts of the province. e added
a_ word or two in reference to ".the
friendly feeling that had recently de-
veloped between the %eople of the Em-
pire and those of the mte_d States, and
hoped that before the session was over
that the legislature would give yoice to
the sentiments that were felt by the
whole Anglo-Saxon race, that the Union
Jack and the star spangled banner
might be entwined in an alliance of
good feeling and brotherhood. = (Ap-
plause.) .
Hon. Col. Baker satirically _compli-
mented Mr. Cotton on the skill with
which he manipulated the figures of the
public accounts. That gentleman re-
niinded him, he said, for all the world
of a cheap Jack, for he juggled. with the
figures till they resent.ed anything but
what they were in reality. There was
an example of that in the item of $14,-
000, which Mr. Cotton had misrepre-
scnted as being down in the estimates
for attendants of the parliament build-
ings, when, as a fact the f_’rovmcml Sec-
retary’s department sp]anes were also
included. That was just on a par with
all the figures Mr. Cotton had put before
the house. After all the prophecy which
the opposition press indulged in before
the session, how the government were
g ing to be ground to powder and an-
nibilated by the onslaught and the dis-
closures of the opposition, Col. Baker
was amazed at the results, for nothing
bad come of it all but the old barrel
organ tunes the opposition had played
cver and over again for years. In fact
it would be only a waste of breath to
follow their worn out arguments, but it
weculd  be far more profitable just to
give a few concise statements as to how
tpe government had administered the
affairs of the country. He would go
back some years to institute compari-
sons, for in a province where such rapid
development was going on and where
necessarily the changes in a few years
were rapid a period of only three or four
years would hardly give a fair compari-
son.
It is universally acknowledged that the
incidence of taxation should be as light
as possible on the people and a govern-
ment should not in imposing taxation
try to make a profit out of _the people,
but endeavor to so adjust it that the
revenue and expenditure s}xould as far
as possible balance. Going back to
1886-87 and . comparing that with the
year 1896-7 if he could show that the
expenditure on public_ works had
brought about an expansion of the rev-
enue and that the incidence of taxation
is lighter, then it must be agmitted that
the government deserved well for the
country. During {)llmpt penlt‘)d 1}23 %)(:et:r]:
iture on public works >
Px?en% : Novg, deduc;lti?}:g gom‘ the
venue -the land sales an e Dominion
:telbsidy which coulg not be regar(iesd% a};
rdinary revenue the revenue in -
'3:3};“31,’654, 145 and in 1886-7 $239,471,
the increase in 1896-7 being $814,674.
Adding to this the increase of the per
capita grant from the Dominion, $30,-
438, the total revenue shows an increase
in eleven years of $845,212 or 45.3 per
cent. That increase came about from
the .expenditure on public works and
was..a. highly satisfactory showing for
the government no one could deny. These
were the plain figures and facts. The
total expenditure on public works from
1886 to 1896 was $4,824,769 and in
1896-7 the total expenditure had been
$1,569.071, of which $519,164 had _been
on public works. Thesu the expenditure
not including public works, was $1,049,-
907. In the same year the revenue was
$1,338.048, so that deducting the rev-
enue from the expenditure exclusive of

last year the government had expressed |h

been quite sufficient had there been no
extraordinary expenditure on public
works, to keep up the repairs on what
ublic works were then in existence.
ut as he had already shown, this large
expenditure on public works had en-
abled the revenue to expand and it was,
too, at a very little increase of taxation,
as he could prove.
. Calculating the population of the prov-
ince in 1889 at 60,000, the taxationw as
culy $2.29 per capita, and in 1897, with
a population of 100,000, 2.86 per capita,
a slight increase, but that slight increase
was to enable money te be borrowed to be
used in public works and so become re-
munerative. It must not be forgotten
that this large sum for public works in-
vlvded the parliament buildings. Within
the last ten years the country had passed
through a terrible world-wide financial
crisis, and it was a wise course for the
government to have invested a large
sam in public works during that time of
depression to help the people tide over
the trouble. The wisdom of this
course had been proven by results, for
the old-time prosperity had now set in
again, and the people were able to avail
th.emselves of it. Now as to the admin-
istration during this time. The opposi-
tion press had been very fond of describ-
iag the government as incapable. The
opposition had tried to make the peo-
rle think that the parliament buildings
ad cost a great deal more than was the
case, but unprejudiced opinion recogniz-
ed that the building was one of the
cheapest public structures ever erected
in the Dominion. So far from the par-
liament building proving the government
to be incapable it, on the contrary,
showed the ability of the government.
Jt must not be forgotten, too, that the
finance minister had brought the credit
of the country up to such a high pitch
that at the present time it stood second
to none in the Empire. It was true that
the province had a debt of $6,000,000,
kut what was that when the immense
resources of the province were taken into
consideration; besides, the province had
assets to show for them in the shape 6f
public works What had the opposition
to say to that? He had shown the en-
ormous expansion in the revenue, and it
was due to the vigorous policy of the
government that the resources of the
province were now being developed as
they were. He had a word of praise,
teo, for the administration of justice
tkroughout the province. He defied the
opposition to show any country on the
continent where peace and order prevail-
ed to a greater degree than even the
wildest portion of British Columbia.
Americans who came into British Col-
umbia were astonished at the law and
crder which prevailed.

Mr. Williams—“Does the government
take credit for that?” i

Hcen. Col. Baker—“Certainly; who else
copld.” It was due, he said, to the de-
partment over which"the Attorney-Gen-
eral presides that law and order were so
well preserved. He defied any one to
deny that. The opposition had hinted at
the head of the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works the charge that he
had catered to the rich companies at the
espense of the workman in administer-
ing his department. The Chief Commis-
sivner had ably refuted that and showed
that if he had erred-in carrying out the
law it was in favor of the poor man, for
ke had been lenient in enforcing the pro-
visions of the land act against the poor
sett.k':r. It was charged, too, by the op-
position that the government were mak-
ing an extraordinary expenditure now on
punlic works because an election was
impending. He would give the house a
few facts on this so that the house and
the country could measure the sincerity
of the opposition in this respect. He
weuld just read them the amount of the
appropriations asked for this year by
f_mtne of the opposition. Here was the
ist:

Mr. Semlin.had asked for $12.000 for
hie constituency, Mr. Hume $208,000,
Mr. Kellie. $62,400: Mr. Graham. $35,-
700; Mr. Forster, $18,400; Mr. Sword,
§15.600; Mr. Williams, $19,000: Mr.
Kidd, $12,000, and Mr. Higgins $27,300,
or an average of $31,540 for each.  To
take a similar average of all the mem-
bers would give a total of $1,040,820 for
?ub)hc works this year. (Roars of laugh-
er. '

The opposition had not been able to
prcve one: single case of maladministra-
tion against the Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works, and in the only case
that they had brought against him, that
of Ruckles Bros., a committee of the
house had completely exonerated Mr.
Martin.

As to the large amount of work in
the education department, Hon. Col.
Baker read the following figures to
show the |Jarge increase between the
years 1 7 and 1896-7. In.1886 the
number of teachers was 118; pupils en-
rolled, 5,345; average daily attendance,
2,873.38; cost of each pupil enrolled,
$16.56; in 1896-7 number of teachers,
384; pupils  enrolled. 15,798: average
daily attendance, 9.999.61: cost each pu-
pil, $13.97. That, he held, was a satis-
factory showing.

It had bpeen sometimes said that the
cost of education in this province was
very extravagant and should be cut
down, but he would give a statement
comparing it ~with other countries to
show that this was not the case. The
cost of education per pupil on avarage
daily attendance for the school year
1896 was: Rhode Island, $£39.06; Massa-
chusetts, $36.78: New York, $30.02;
California, $31.51: Nevada, $38.96:
Pennsylvania. $24.49: North Atlantic
States, $27.17: Western States, $27.17,
and British Columbia (1897) only $22.08.
This was a most favorable showing for
British Columbia as compared with other
countries. There was no normal school
in this province, but he had for several
vears past been anxious to get one and
honed to have such an institution pro-
vided for next session—es he was sure
the government would be returned to
power again. When the province had
a normal school the provincial school
system wonld be equal to that of any
conntrv. The cost of education here, he
pointed ont, was increased by the large
area of the province and its scattered
ponulation. .

Turning to the department of mines,
of which he was minister. Hon. Col. Ba-
ker, to give some idea of the enormous
growth of the provincial mineral output,
showed that the total production of lode
mines in 1886-7 was only $26.547 against
$£11.309.610 in 1896-7 and the total pro-
duct of all mines had increased from
€2 R42 897 in 1886-7 to $17,963.234 .in
1896-7, a gain -of 468 ner cent. Not one
of the onposition had been able to say a
word against the department of mines
and it was a cause for pride that no
complaint had heen made in that direc-
tion. Col. Baker incidentally gave a
meed of praise to Mr. Carlyle and said
the province owed much to him for his
honestv of purpose and his painstaking
methods.

The member for Richmond bad com-
plained that the colonies settled on the
northern cnast of the island and the
mainland had heen confined to Scan-
dinavians and that other people had as
much right to have had eqnal advant-
aces shown them - This showed how
little trouble Mr. Kidd took to look into
the matter. The scheme was not con-
fired to Scandinavians, but any British
subject thronghout the Fmpire had just
as much right to take advantage of the
rolonization provisions. The plan of
baving these settlements was followed
ont because it would be difficult for indi-
vidual settlers to succeed at such dis-
tances from the markets. : .,

Another branch connected with his de-

public works there remained- a balance

of $333,141 revenue which would have

partment was the printing office and the
member from Richmond had complained

that the salaries had been increased in
that department. The reason, Col. Ba-
ker explained, was that a deputation
from the Typographical Union had ask-
ed that the government printers be given
equal wages to those outside. The gov-
ernment was quite ready to accede to
this and rectified the matter. He was
sorry to see that Mr. Kidd was opposed
to the working man in this. Col. Baker
read a number of figures to show the
large amount of work thdt was done by
the printing department.

Turning next to thé Asylum for the
Inrane, Col. Baker answered .the criti-
cisms of the opposition by pointing out

that it could not be foreseen that so !

large an increase of patients would sud-
denly present themselves. The govern-
ment had at once met the emergency last
year by making an appropriation for a
new wing and this year were adding still
another wing. He paid a .compliment
to the zeal and energy of the officials
connected with the institution.

This then was the policy of the gov-
crnment, a position that had been em-

|

bellished by results and fortified by -

ccts.  How different it was from the
scries of platforms the opposition had
tried to rear on rickety foundations. Mr.
Cotton had done a great deal of fig-
ures that would not bear examination.
That gentleman evidently advocated
state ownership of railways, and al-
though a great deal might be said on
that score under certain conditions, such
ccnditions did not exist here. If the gov-
ernment had undertaken to build the
railway from Penticton. and from there
to Vernon. it would cost them half a
million a year. Then the people in the
north had just as much right to a rail-
way. and so it would sv on, and where
would the finances of the province be.
The province’s credit would pretty soon
at that rate be gone in London. In-
stead the policy which the government
had followed out had resulted in the
bunilding of the Nakusp & Slocan, the
Shuswap & Okanagan, the Kalso &
Sicean, and other railways in the prov-
ince. The province had first granted
lands to railways, and when the great
financial depression set in and lands
were not found to be sufficient induce-
ment, they had adopted the policy of
sranting $4,000 a mile. They had yet
te see the effect of this last policy, but
he bhelieved that 400 miles of railway
would very soon be. built as a result of
that grant, Turning to the parliament
h'mldmgs, Col. Baker remarked that Mr.
Cotton must very well know that’ $900.-
000 “would cover the whole cost. He
briefly referred to the mining licenses,
and said that it was quite true that at
the beginning of last session the govern-
ument were ready to take it off, but the
majority of the miners had been in favor
of retaining it, and as a result it was
allowed to remain. To do away with
the tax would be to lose the only rev-
enue thg province got from a -greﬁt
many aliens and Chinese.
. Mr. Cotton had wished to decentval-
ize the government, but Col. Baker
thought that surely with the municipal-
ities there was all the local self govern-
ment that was needed. The government
side of the house must feel pity for the
leader of the opposition with his follow-
crs of divided views. Mr. Forster want-
ed . single tax. the middle member for
Vancouver wanted to deprive the lead-
er of the opposition of his only China-
man; Mr. Cotton wanted state owner-
ship of railways, the Liberal platform
on one side and the Conservative mem-
bgrs on the other side were pulling at
him and so when he wwunds in the field
of battle and sees the serried ranks of
thp government marching to victory he
will with dismay cry. “Carter Cotton,
where are my legions?” (Laughter and
much applause.) .

On motion of Mr. Hume, the debate
was adjourned,

i NEW BILLS. S sls

The following bills were introduced
“g‘ieﬁd aRﬁrsht time: G 3

v Mr. Rithet—An act to amend the
Creditors’ Trust Deed Act.

By Mr, Kellie—An act relating to me-
chanies liens.

Hon. Mr. Martin informed Mr. Ved-
der that the logs were cleaned out of
Vedder creek, on the recommendation of
Mr. Sprott, government inspector, and
was caried out by the Lands and Works
Department to protect the Vedder creek
bridge.

The house rose at 6 o’clock.

THURSDAY, March 31.

The budget debate was continued in
the legislature today, the principle inci-
dent being the moving of a want of con-
fidence amendment by Mr. Hume, which,
however, was promptly defeated on di-
vision by 18 to 13, Mr. Higgins voting
with the opposition. The debate was at
6 o’clock adjourned till next. day, and
the house did not hold an evening ses-
sicn. a

The house wa i
Mr. O. E. Kendzl?.pened AN pripcr

RETURNS.

Hon. Col. Baker presented the annual

report of the asylum for the insane.

The Premier presented returns of cor-
respondepce in regard to the Songhese

reserve.
PETITION.

Mr. Helmcken presented a petition
form D. R. Harris and others for an
amendment to the Land Registry Act.
TkLe petition was received and filed.

PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Higgins to a_question of privilege
wished to refer to Hon. Col. Baker’s re-
marks of yesterday in regard to Mr.
Higgins asking for $27,000 as an appro-
priation for Esquimalt district.

Dr. Walker objected that the proper
place for Mr. Higgins to make any ex-
plunation was where he made his speech.

The Speaker rulde that the question
was not one of privilege.

Mr. Higgins said that though Col.
Raker's remark was quite true, this was
a question of privilege, as the requisi-
I}on had been a privileged communica-
ion,

Mr. Speaker held that the house
had called upon Col. Baker to read the
figures.

Hon. Col. Baker remarked it was fnot g

his intention to cast odium on any mem-
ber of the house, and the incident
dropped. ’

Mr. Semlin on a question of privilege
said he had asked for more than the
§12,000 for his district (the figures given
the previous day). He had asked for
the construction of two bridges which
would cost more than the amount men-
tioned, and had also asked for roads
and schools for various parts of the
riding, and could not see how the
amount of $12,000 was arrived at.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.

Mr. Hume, continuing the budget de-
bate, said that West Kootenay had to its
credit $142,000 when comparing 1its ap-
propriations and the amount it paid inte
the provineial treasury for the past three
vears, and on that ground he justified
tne large amount he had asked for. this
year. He argued, too, that as shown by
appropriations and -what they had paid
into the provincial treasury, Nanaimo
Lillooet and  Cariboo had been unduly
favored. He was of the opinion that the
miners did want the mining tax removed
and believed that #e only place where

Chinese were employed in large numbers-
~ufieral expenses of

in mines was Cariboo. i N
Mr. Rogers—“There are not a hundred
Chinese employed in the Cariboo mines.”
Mr. Hume, continuing, .said::no. goed

rceson had been shown why coak miners

should pay the tax as well as thé miners

in metalliferous mines.. Mr. Hume -went

"West 1
‘ta the province was $348,804
.ducting from that 60 per Ocent. for gen-

on to say that the provincial government
had allowed the Dominion to take out of
the province $6,563,000 more than they
had expended here during the period
between 1886 and 1897. He took ex-
ception to the salary for the mining in-
spector being put down in the estimates
as only $125 a month, and said that

it -was -not enough pay for a good man.
He then proceeded to move the following
amendment to the motion that the
Speaker leave the chair.

That all the words after ‘“That” be
struck out, and the following inserted:

“whereas the estimates of revenue and
expenditure, as submitted, show that the
ectimated expenditure exceeds by $539,-
2292 30 the estimated revenue, and where-
as the first report of the Public Accounts
committee shows an overdraft of $199,-
254.05 at the Bank of B. C., and where-
as the estimates of expenditure generally
show the most complete disregard of
economy, and whereas the administra-
ticn of the affairs of the province has
not been caried on in such a way as to
Lest conserve the public interests, there-
fore, the Government has forfeited all
claim to the confidence of this house and
the country.”

Mr. Hunter rose to ask for informa-
ticn. Did the motion cut off debate on
the main question until the amendment
was decided.

Mr. Speaker thought that the debate
had to be confined to the amendment.

Mr. Hunter then asked was he to un-
derstand that in the debate on the
amendment it was not competent to refer
to remarks made on the main question.

Mr. Speaker replied that it would be
better to keep to the amendment until it
was disposed of, though the amendment
was so wide it practically covered the
whole auestion.

Mr. Forster, in seconding the amend-
ment, said that on the authority of
May both the amendment and main re-
solution were debatable.

Mhe. T::ovenos,. tnheReaaoitlu ??1

Mr. Hunter to' a point of order claimed
that notice should have been given of
such an important amendment.

Mr. Forster continuing his remarks
said that as the budget had been pretty
will debated he would confine himself
only to'a few of the remarks made. It
was apparent, he said, that the govern-
ment would have to come to the peoplp
for another loan. It could not be deni-
ed that there was a deficit and that de-
ficit would still grow between now and
tke 30th of June. The estimates were
not a true statement of the affairs of the
province, as there were yet the supple-
mentary estimates to be added to them.
He declined to think that the falling in
the rate of interest which the province
was now paying on loans was all due
to the inscribed stock system, though he
had nothing to say against that system.
Even under the old plan the rate of in-
terest fell from 7 per cent. in 1874 to 4%
in 1887. He characterized as schemes
to catch votes the eheap money to farm-
ers, irrigation and cold storage plans
which the government proposed to bring
forward. The Provincial Secretary had
spoken about getting a normal school
for the province next year. The reason
he did not bring it up this time was evi-
dently to prevent rivalry between Vie-
toria and Vancouver until the elections
were over. As to the railway pthy of
the government, Mr. Forster said that
the only portion of the railway appar-
ently it was proposed to build was from
Penticton to Rossland and that nothing
was going to be done about the west-
ern section to the coast. He called the
Nakusp & Slocan railway scheme ‘one
of infamous memory” and -said that
whenever that or any other question of
large policy had come up Mr. Stoddart
had voted with the opposition. In ref:
erence to the Fraser river flood relief,
he took exception to the government
having declined aid from the provinces
and preferring to take the gxpenglture
upon the province. They did this, he
claimed, so as to gain political effect and
to try and force the farmers to vote for
government candidates at the last elec-
tions. He defended the action of the
opposition in voting against aid to the
road to Boundary last year as the pro-
posed. grant was too great. The pro-

r way was for the government to have

pilt the road. Referring to the list of
appropriations asked by the opposition,
Mr. Forster said that he did not offer
any excuse for the amount he had.asked
for. He had not asked for any more
than his district needed. Why did the

ple ask for such large appropriations

in the year of elections? It was “be-
cause the people knew the great guqd-
rennial potlach was on.” The Provincial
Secretary had said that if there was no
money spent on public works the revenue
»nd expenditure would be equal. The ar-
gument was absurd. S g

Col. baker here rose to say that he did
not say any thing of the kind. He had
said that deducting the amount on new
public works, the revenue would leave
over $333,000 to the good to be spent
on the making and repairing of roads,
streets and bridges. )

Mr. Forster, continuing, said the gov-
ernment were going deeper and deeper
in debt. He agreed with Mr. Hume
that the inspector of metalliferous mines
ought to get a salary of $150 a month at
least, for $125 was not enough. Turn-
ing again to the subject of raﬂ_ways,
Mr. Forster said the opposition did not
object to the building of railways but
te the system pursned by the govern-
ment in building them. For example,
the Nakusp & Slocan railway had got
ail the advantage in the arrangement
with the government. From this he
turned to railway land grants, arguing
that they had not been in the -interest
of the prospector or miner. He believ-
od that the time would come when-the
country would have to take over the
railways.

Mr. McGregor who followed, spoke
briefly on the amendment and said that
in spite of what Mr. Forster and the
opposition had argued and all the capi-
tal that the oppositien had a_ttempted to
make out of the B. & N. railway grant
at last election, the people of Nanaimo

.were not dissatisfied with the govern-

ment for they had® elected a govern-
wrent supporter and would elect another
next time, f{Applause.) For his part
he would like to see the speeches for the
member for North West Kootenay pub-
jished in the Nanaimo papers, for they
would be the best arguments possible in
favor of the government. He would teil
those members. of the opposition who
tried to decry Nanaimo that, that port
was the second largest in shipping in t_he
Dominion and surely with such large in-
terests Nanaimo deserved some consid-
eration in the way of appropriations.
‘The government had been accused of be-
ing the friend of coal barons but he
would remind them of that coal baron in
Nanaimo who at last election did his
best to defeat the government candi-
date and was already doing all he could
to defeat him (Mr. McGregor) at next
election. Mr. Kellie had proposed that
the output of coal should be taxed on
the basis as metallurgical mines but Mr.
McGregor showed that at the present
time  this would not give the province
any additional revenue. He had a few

.comparative figures he would like to give

Mr. Kellie to show that gentleman that
Kooten was not being milked ,as had
been argnied. The revenue that Hast and
(ootenay had paid in'altogether
and de-

the central govern-
ment and fixed charges, this left a net
1evenue of $139,621. Taking the differ-
ent items on the estimates for the Koote-
-nays they footed up altogether to $252,-
513, which was $12,891, more than was
received from the districts referred to.

It must not be forgotten that Nanaimo
nining’ division was developing fast as
a4 summary of the work done in the Na-
E!hmo office showed. There had been
710 free 'miners’‘ certificates issued,
1,157 mineral claims recorded, 287 certi-
ficates' of work recorded and a revenue
had been received from these and simi-
lar mining items of $10;025 during last
year. On Texada Island there were
mountains of iron ore from which iron
had been made which has proved to be
the best in the world. So good was this
iron that the castings on one of the
United States new battleships, the
I’hl]adelphxa. had been made exclusively
of iron from Texada Island ore and
double the price was paid for this ow-
ing to its superior quality. There was
every reason to believe that in the near
future the smelting of Texada Island
ore would be one of the leading indus-
tries on the coast and at such a figure
that it can meet inferior iron at the
same cost.

The amendment was then put and lost
on the following division:

For—Messrs. Sword, Kennedy, Hume,
Forster, Macpherson, Kellie, Williams,
Vedder. Semlin, Cotton, Graham, Kidd
and Higgins—13.

Against—Messrs. Huff, Smith, Mutter,
Helmcken, Baker, Turner, Martin, Eb-
erts, Rithet, Adams, Stoddart, Walk-
em, Pooley, Bryden. Rogers, Braden,
Hunter., and MecGregor.—18.

Mr. Hunter in continuing the debate
on the main question sarcastically con-
gratulated Mr. Cotton on his masterly
contortion of figures. However, argu-
meent did not seem to do any good; it
was impossible to convince gentlemen op-
posite for they had got into a groove
from which it was impossible to move
them. The argument of the opposition
that the government had refused them
information was old and threadbare.
The opposition had tried to force the
hands of the government and might just
as well have known beforehand that
this could not be done. Mr. Cotton had
based his figures on an estimate of popu-
lstion that was probably a fallacy for
ihere was nothing to*prove that that es-
timate was correct. As to the question
of debt by Mr. Cotton’s figures the per
capita debt of the province was $H7.;
whereas Mr. Hunter pointed out that
the per capita debt of the whole Domin-
ion was $63.55. The opposition did not
like to hear that the finance minister
RAd saved the country $25,000 in the
loan conversion. Mr. Cotton in refer-
ring to the Chinese "entrance tax had
inken care not to show ‘that it was a
Domimnion tax. If that gentleman want-
ed the tax changed let him go to the
Dommlop and he would no doubt get
short shrift for the Dominion had already
refused to increase the tax. While Mr.
Cotton was speaking on this subject
Mr. Semlin himself, an employer of Chi-
nese labor, had looked very uneasy, as
much as to say: “For heaven's sake,
Cotton, stop.” It was probably on ac-
count of that look that Mr. Cotton let
the subject drop so quietly. Mr. Hun-
ter charged the opposition with trying
to arouse sectional feeling between the
island and mainland. It had not been
long since there had been a mainland
association which was formed for the
purpose of forwarding the interests of
the mainland against those of the is-
land and he could see in the opposition
ranks several members who had belong-
ed to that association. It was to ad-
vance the mainland at the expense -of
the island that that association was
formed.

Mr. Macpherson—*“1 deny that.”

Mr. Hunter—“You don’t need ‘to de-
ny it; it was sticking out too:plainly.”
He proceeded to draw attention to Mr.
Cotton’s misstatements about:the $14,-
(00 on the previous day which that gen-
tleman had pretended was all:for at-
tendance at the capital buildings when
as a matter of fact the Provincial Sec-
retarv’s department was included in it.
As to the mining tax, Mr/ Cotton knew
that if - it was. rem many alien
would altogether escape taxation, but
that gentleman had so often showed his
. sympathy for things on the other side
of the line that he would no doubt re-
oice to see the aliens get off scot free.

owever, Mr. Hunter could assure the
house that the British subjects among
the miners did not want the tax remov-
ed.” As.to_ redistribution, Mr. Hunter
did not think that conditions to-day
warranted any broadcast system of re-
distribution, for that would be impos-
sible witheut. an accurate’ analysis ;of
population which was, not yet available.
He believed that some changes should be
made in the constituencies,' That was
his -private opinion, .though he did not
know -what was the government’s opin-
ion ip’ the matter and he was ready to
express his opinion fearlessly. The rail-
way policy of the government had been
eriticized, but without any cause. ¥He
referred to the building of the Columbia

Kootenay, the Nakusp & Slocan,
Kaslo & Slocan, the Nelson & Fort
Shegpard, the Red Mountain, the Co-
lambia & Western, and other railways,
as the result of that policy, and they had
the word of the government that there
would soon be a railway from Penticton
to> Boundary Creek. The policgewhich
had built all these railways had been op-
posed by the opposition, and their last
act had been to oppose the railway from
Rossland to Penticton and to the coast.
Those gentlemen did not mind patriot-
ism; they were bound to vote against the
government anyway. Then Mr. Cotton
had read.something from the opposition
scrap book about the loan prospectus.
He did not know whether the scrap beok
was -eorrect or not, but the answer to
Mr. Cotton’s criticism was the high
standing of British Columbia’s credit in
the old country today in spite of the

prcvince. Mr. Macpherson apparently
claimed to be the railway authority of
the house, but the source of his infor-
mation could not be very acecurate, ‘for
if Mr. Maecpherson would look into au-

operating the United States railways
was fully. 60 per cent., and that a short
 line naturally would cost more than a
long one. Turning to the improvements
of the river at Revelstoke, he showed
that Mr. Semlin had only read the parts
of the correspondence which suited his
purpose and left the other parts out.
Mr. Hunter had read the whole corres-
pondence. .= While ‘the Premier was
striggling for the rights of the province
the opposition was A)ulling the other
way, and now, instéad of trying to help
in the cause of provincial rights they had
gone the other way! ‘Mr. Hunter quoted
from the correspondence. On January
22. 1897, Mr. Tarte, Minister of Public
Works, wrote: “Parliament last session
has voted $10.500 for protection of bank,
Revelstoke. Columbia river. government
of British Columbia contributing like
amount. Please state when your con-

can begin without delay.”

On the following ‘day -Mr.
answered: ’

“The government has not been advised
until recently that a vote was passed in
the House of Commons ' for protection
werks at Revelstoke, and no vote was
passed by the provincial legislature to-
ward such work, nor was it contemplat-
ed.. No arrangements for co-operation
made.” -

How could any arrangemnts have been
made, Mr. Hunter wanted to know, un-
less the government had issued special
warrants. Further on Mr. Tarte wrote
in renly to a request by Mr. Turner that
‘Mr Roy be sent to examine and report
as the work was urgent.

“Your government having declined to
do anything for preventing destruction
of Revelstoke, nothing was placed in
'my estimates this year for’ that work.L

Turner

! cunnot then send Mr. Roy.
Continued on Page Seven.

efforts of - the opposition to decry the.

thorities he would find that the cost of -

tribution can be expected so that work .

P s s

s it AR

R AR

T Ny




