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LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Mr Cotton next claimed that most of 
the creameries were carried on without 
government support, yet he government 
took credit for assisting the creameries, 
lhe government had not taken suffici
ent care to secure themselves for the note 
given for the Leamy & Kyle Mill

In reference to the correspond
ence between the Province and Domin
ion governments as to he proection of 
the river banks at Revelstoke, Mr. Cot
ton said that it did not include cor
respondence by Hon. Theodore Davie 
when Premier, with Ottawa.

Hon. Mr. Turner explained that he 
had understood that the correndondence 
was that in connection with his own vis
it to Ottawa and not previous to the 
time he became Premier.

Mr. Cotton argued that the provincial 
government had tried to bulldoze the 
government at Ottawa in that matter 
and then had been obliged to back down 
from their position.

Mr. Cotton was beginning to complain 
about the site for a drill shed for Van
couver when—

The Premier laughed and said: “That 
is all fixed already.” He proceeded to 
explain that the representatives of the 
military in Vancouver had expressed 
themselves as willing to have a site giv
en them but now a new arrangement 
has been entered into. .

Mr. Cotton complained mat although 
last year the government had expressed 
themselves at the beginning of the ses
sion as willing to do away with the 
miners’ tax the tax still stood. He 
spoke in favour of the repeal of the 
mortgage tax and said the redistribution 
bill, too, should have been brought down 
earlier in the session. He turned again 
to the loan of three years ago and said 
the finance minister should have got 
better terms in London.

The Premier—“Perhaps we should 
had it not been for the false statements 
made from Vancouver in London pa
pers.”

Mr. Cotton—“Produce them.”
The Premier—“Yes, I’ll produce

them.”
Mr. Cotton was at pains to explain 

that he was not responsible for the 
statements made from Vancouver.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“You’re not the 
whole of Vancouver.”

Mr. Cotton wanted to know if a mere 
scribbler or two-penny-half-

that the salaries had been increased in on to say that the provincial government It mast not be forgotten that Nanaimo
kef et^SnwariethataSa0ndeputa®oan had aI,owed '5!“ t0 ^ °Tf theVa-
from the Typographical Union had ask- lhe Province $6,563,000 more than they nftimo office showed. There had been
ed that the government printers be given had expended here during the period (10 free miners’ certificates issued, 
equal wages to those outside. The gov- between 1886 and 1897. He took ex- 1- . mineral claims recorded, -87 eerti- 
ernment was quite ready to accede to P„„tjnn to the salary for the mining in- !,Cof "or!i recorded and a revenue 
this and rectified the matter. He was c ptl0n *°. ‘,5 . ‘ ‘ R ,m lad received from tiiese and simi-
sorry to see that Mr. Kidd was opposed spector being put down in the estimates lar mining items of $10;02o during last
to the working man in this. Col. Baker as only $125 a month, and said that lear. On lexada Island there were
read a number of figures to show the it was not enough pay for a good man. î!1„°J1Iîî?ms of lron ore from which iron 
large amount of work thdt was done by He then proceeded to move the following th„ hetf in thf JSSTtLJ'til-e
the printing department. amendment to the motion that thl £e„b*?t In‘he worJ.d- So good wits this

Turning next to the Asylum for the Speaker leave the chair. LU11?. 9*ac,1tiîe castings on one of the
Insane, Col. Baker answered-the criti- That all the words after “That” be ,naw battleships, the
ci~ms of the opposition by pointing out siruek out, and the following inserted: nfh/rnn Pfrnm*18 iX<ïîr^
that it could not be foreseen that so ; “whereas the estimates of revenue and dp,lb.° ti,m ',"1 /if- and 
large an increase of patients would sud- expenditure, as submitted, show that the 'lhe prlce. "as P.?'d fo~,tllIS °""
denly present themselves. The govern- estimated expenditure exceeds by $539,- to lts superior quality. There was 
ment had at once met the emergency last 222.30 the estimated revenue, and where- Ï'rr'fa'J11 ^‘eT<;f .)thï„!',Cjaï
year by making an appropriation for a as the first report of the Public Accounts ™ ^ ,ad
new wing and this year were adding still committee shows an overdraft of $199,- WOtdf, be on * of jbe* b'ading mdus- 
another wing. He paid a compliment 254 05 at the Bank of B. C., and where- ÎT1®? ?” t le coast and at such a figure 
to the zeal and energy of the officials n8 the estimates of expenditure generally ’bat d c'uu meet inferior iron at the 
connected with the institution. i show the most complete disregard of mL,, , . .This then was the policy of the gov- ! economy, and whereas the administra- onT{hV fo ou4 o“ divLion P t 1 *
eminent, a position that had been em- tien of the affairs of the province has OD tüe following division, 
bellished by results and fortified by „ot been caried on in such a way as to j’S^Mamhe™ ' KeHto^Wmiams’ 
fects. How different it was from the best conserve the public interests, there- v’dder’ SemWn Cotton Graham Kffid 
series of platforms the opposition had fore, the Government has forfeited all 8 î’qU0tt0n’ Graham, lxidd
Coettn° hadr dnneiCaetLeaïndmV,nof f,1'1™ to the confidence of this house and Agailj£3iies8rs. Huff, Smith, Mutter,
ures that would not bear examination. Mr^Hunter rose to ask for informa- ^^“^"^^“Allâ^^to’ddarr'wMb- 
That gentleman evidently advocated tion. Did the motion cut off debate on "ts- ^da.™s’ Rogers Braden
state ownership of railways, and al- the main question until the amendment Hunter and McCrecor—fs ’ B ’
though a great deal might be said on was decided. Mr Hunter in continuing the debate
that score under certain conditions, such Mr. Speaker thought that the debate on the mate question sarcastically con-
ccnditions did not exist here. If the gov- had to be confined to the amendment. gratulated Mi^1 Cotton on his masterly
ernment had undertaken to build the Mr. Hunter then asked was he to un- fôntortioii of f,cures Howeve? arc i- 
railway from Penticton and from there derstand that in the debate on the meewt (tid not seem to do anv good ? it 
to.„! p™°n. it would cost them half a amendment it was not competent to refer Was impossible to convince gentlemen on- mi II ion a year. Then the people in the to remarks made on the main question. y^trC Sev had got iIto a «oove 
north had just as much right to a rail- Mr. Speaker replied that it would be from which it was iSnossffile to move 
way. and so it would #u on, and where better to keep to the amendment until it them The argument of the onnosition 
would the finances of the province be. vas disposed of, though the amendment that *the government had refused themJt ,hPn?V'Te 1credit -ou,d PSetty 8Vn w?s,80 wid.e 11 Poetically covered the informati(fn was ,jkf adnd threadbare,
at that rate be gone in London. In- whole question. The onnosition had tried to force thel ed dfnfuL-ed1Cy tWhiCd the government Mr. Forster, in seconding the amend- han(1s PÇ tha government and might just
fad, followed out had resulted in the ment, said that on the authority of well have known beforehand that 
SWwfn 1 rVLNakUS[> SI°c!L,n’ th„e May both the amendment and mam re- this 00uld not be done Mr Cotton had 
<irea'è111.’,Okanagan, t*16. Kalso & solution were debatable. ,,, based his figures on an estimate of popu
lar811’ and other railways in the prov- Mhe. T::ovenos,. tn.heReaaoitlu . .1 istjon that was probably a fallacy for 
lime. The province had first granted Mr. Hunter to a point of order claimed ;bere was nothing to'prove that that es- 
lauds to railways, and when the great that notice should have been given of timate was correct. As to the question
financial depression set in and lands such an important amendment. cf debt by Mr Cotton’s figures the per
£3 "Ct f0"nd to be sufficient induce- Mr. Forster continuing his remarks capita debt of’ the pr0vince was $57.:

Jlï? adopted the policy of said that as the budget had been pretty whereas Mr. Hunter pointed out that
granting $4,000 a mile. They had yet will debated he would confine himself jjlt, pP1- capita debt of the whole Domin-
to see the effect of this last policy, but only to a few of the remarks made. It ion was $(53 55. The opposition did not
ho believed that 400 miles of railway was apparent, he said, that the govern- to hear that the finance minister
would very soon be built as a result of ment would have to come to the people gad saved the country $25,000 in the 
that grant Turning to the parliament for another loan. It could not be dem- j0an conversion. Mr. Cotton in refer- 
bmldmgs. Col. Baker remarked that Mr. cd that there was a deficit and that de- ring Chinese entrance tax had
Cotton must very well know that $900.- ficit would still grdw between now and care not to show that it was a
00(1 _w°uld cover the whole cost. He the 30th of June. The estimates were Dotnhiion tax. If that gentleman want- 
bnefly referred to the mining licenses, not a true statement of the affairs of the pd the tax cbanged [et b;m go to the 
and said that it was quite true that at province, as there were yet the supple- Dominion and he would no doubt get 
the beginning of last session the govern- mentary estimates to be added to them. sbort shrift for the Dominion had already 
ment were ready to take it off, but the He declined .to think that the falling in ref used to increase the tax. While Mr. 
majority of the miners had been in favor the rate of interest which the province Q0tton was speaking on this subject 
of retaining it, and as a result it was was now paying on loans was all due Mr Semjin himself, an employer of Chi- 
allowed to remain. To do away with to the inscribed stock system, though he ne9e ]ab(,p, had looked very uneasy, as 
the tax would be to lose the only rev- had nothing to say against that system. niucb as b0 9ay, “For heaven’s sake, 
enue the province got from a great Even under the old plan the rate of in- b,Ib stop.” It was probably on ae- 
many aliens and Chinese. terest fell from i per cent, in 18(4 to 41-2 (ount of that look that Mr. Cotton let
. Mr. Cotton had wished to deceiilval- in 1887. He characterized as schemes the subject drop so quietly. Mr. Hun- 
ize the government, but CoL Baker to catch votes the cheap money to farm- ter charged the opposition with trying 
thought that surely with the municipal- ers, irrigation and cold storage plans t(> arouse sectional feeling between the 
lties there was all the local self govern- which the government proposed to bring jgjand and mainland. It had not been 
ment that was needed. The government forward. The Provincial Secretary hau jong s|nce there had been a mainland 
side of the house must feel pity for the spoken about getting a normal school asgocjation which was formed for the 
leader of the opposition with his follow- for the province next year, lhe reason pUrp0se 0f forwarding the interests of 
ers of divided views. Mr. Forster want- he did not bring it up this time was evi- the mainland against those of the is- 
ed single tax. the middle member for dently to prevent rivalry between V ic- ]and and bc couid see in the opposition 
V ancouver wanted to deprive the lead- toria and Vancouver until the elections ranbs several members who had belong- 
er of the opposition of his only- China- were over. As to the railway policy ot ed to that association. It was to ad
man; Mr. Cotton wanted state owner- the government, Mr. h orster said tnat Tance the mainland at the expense of 
ship of railways, the Liberal platform the only portion of the railway appar- the island that that association was 
on one side and the Conservative mem- ently it was proposed to build was from formed.
hers on the other side were pulling at Penticton to Rossland and that nothing Mr. Macpherson—“I deny that.” 
him and so when he mands in the field was going to be done about the west- Mr. Hunter—“You don’t need to de- 
of battle and sees the serried ranks of em section to the coast. He called tne ny jt. jt was sticking out too,.plainly.” 
the government marching to victory he Nakusp & Slocan railway scheme one He proceeded to draw attention to Mr. 
will with dismay cry. “Carter Cotton, of infamous memory and said that Cotioii’g misstatements about, the $14,- 
where are my legions?” (Laughter and whenever that or any other question or qqq on fbe previous day which that gen- 
much applause.) large policy had come up Mr. fetoddart tleman had pretended was all : for at-

On motion of Mr. Hume, the debate had voted with the opposition, in rer- tendance at the capital buildings when 
was adjourned. erence to the Fraser river flood relief, as a matter of fact the Provincial Sec-

NEW BILLS. he took exception to the government retarv’s department was included in it.
The following bills were introduced having declined aid from the provinces As to the mining tax, Mr. Cotton knew 

and tesd a first time: and preferring to take the expenditure that if it was. removed many alien
By Mr. Rithet—An act to amend the upon the province. They did this, ne nouId altogether escape taxation, but 

Creditors’ Trust Deed Act. claimed, so as to gam political effect and that gentleman had so often showed his
By Mr. Kellie—An act relating to me- to try and force the farmers to vote ror sympathy for things on the other side 

chanics liens. government candidates at the last elec- 0f the line that he would no doubt re-
Hon. Mr. Martin informed Mr. Ved- tions. He defended the action of tne j0jce t0 gee the aliens get off scot free, 

der that the logs were cleaned out ot opposition in voting against aidI to tne However, Mr. Hunter could assure the 
Vedder creek, on the recommendation of road' to Boundary last year as the pro- bouse that the British subjects among 
Mr. Sprott, government inspector, and posed, grant was too great, lhe pro- the miners did not want the tax remov
al ns caried out by the Lands and Works per way was for the government to have ed As to redistribution, Mr. Hunter 
Department to protect the Vedder creek bpilt the road. Referring to the list or d;d not fbink that conditions to-day 
bridge. appropriations asked by the opposition, Nvarrantcd any broadcast system of re-

The house rose at 6 o’clock. Mr. Forster said that he did not offer distribution; for that would be impos-
any excuse for the amount he had-asaea sible without an accurate analysis .of 
for. He had not asked for any more population which was, not yet available, 
than his district needed. Why did the He believed that some changes should be 
people ask for such large appropriations made ;n the constituencies. That was 
in the year of elections? It was be- bjg private opinion, though hie did not 
cause the people knew the great quad- jjnow what was the government’s opin- 
rennial potlach was on.” The Provincial jon jp- the matter and he was ready to 
Secretary had said that if there was no t.xpres8 his opinion fearlessly. The rail- 
money spent on public works the revenue ay poijcy of the government had been 
and expenditure would be equal. The ar- criticized, but without any cause. He 
gument was absurd. , referred to the building of the Columbia

Col. baker here rose to say that he did & Kootenay, the Nakusp & Slocan, 
not say any thing of the kind. He had Hagl0 & Slocan, the Nelson & Fort 
said that deducting the amount on new Sheppard, the Red Mountain, ' the Co
public works, the revenue would leave ]nlnbia & Western, and other railways, 
over $333,000 to the good to be spent a3 q,6 result of that policy, and they had 
oil the making and repairing of roads, }],,, word 0f the government that there 
streets and bridges. woiild soon be a railway from Penticton

Mr. Forster, continuing, said the gov- t,-, Boundary Creek. The policy which 
ernment were going deeper and deeper bad bu;]t ad these railways had been op- 
in debt. He agreed with Mr. Hume posed by the opposition, and their last 
that the inspector of metalliferous mines act had been to oppose the railway from 
ought to get a salary of $150 a month at Rossland to Penticton and to the coast, 
least, for $125 was not enough. Turn- Those gentlemen did not mind patriot- 
ing again to the subject of railways, jsm. they were bound to vote against the 
Mr. Forster said the opposition did not government anyway. Then Mr. Cotton 
object to the building of railways but had read.something from the opposition 
to the system pursued by the govern- scrap book about the loan prospectus, 
ment in building them. For example. He did not know whether the scrap book 
the Nakusp & Slocan railway had got was correct or not, but the answer to 
ail the advantage in the arrangement Mr. Cotton’s criticism was the high • 
with the government. From this he standing of British Columbia’s credit in 
turned to railway land grants, arguing the old country today in spite of the 
that they had not been in the interest efforts of the opposition to decry the. 
of the prospector or miner. He believ- province. Mr. Macpherson apparently 
ed that the time would come when the claimed to be the railway authority of 
country would have to take over the the house, but the source of his infor- 
railways. nation could not be very accurate, for

Mr. McGregor who followed, spoke j( Mr. MaepherSon would look into au- 
briefly on the amendment and said that thorities he would find that the cost of * 
in spite of what Mr. Forster and the operating the United States railways 
opposition had argued and all the capi- wag fully 60 per cent., and that a short 
tal that the opposition had attempted to line naturally would cost more than a 
make out of the E. & N. railway grant long one. Turning to the improvements 
at last election, the people of Nanaimo of the river at Revelstoke, he showed 
were not dissatisfied with the govern- that Mr. Semlin had only read the parts 
ment for they had* elected a govern- cf the correspondence which suited his 
ment supporter and would elect another purpose and left the other parts out. 
next time. (Applause.) For his part Mr. Hunter had read the whole eorres- 
he would like to see the speeches for the pondence. While the Premier was 
member for North West Kootenay pub- struggling for the rights of the province 
lished in the Nanaimo papers, for they the opposition was pulling the other 
would be the best arguments possible in way, and now, instead of trying to help 
favor of the government. He would tell ;n the cause of provincial rights they had 
those members of the opposition who gone the other way' Mr. Hunter quoted 
tried to decry Nanaimo that, that port from the correspondence. On January 
was the second largest in shipping in the 22. 1897, Mr. Tarte, Minister of Public 
Dominion and surely with such large in- Works, wrote: “Parliament last session 
terests Nanaimo deserved some consid- has voted $10.500 for protection of bank, 
eration in the way of appropriations. Revelstoke. Columbia river, government 
The government had been accused of be- of British Columbia contributing like 
ing the friend of coal barons but he amount. Please state when your con- 
would remind them of that coal baron in tribution can be expected so that work 
Nanaimo who at last election did his can begin withoijt delay.” 
best to defeat the government candi- On the following day Mr. Turner 
date and was already doing all he could answered:
to defeat him (Mr. McGregor) at next “The government has not been advised 
election. Mr. Kellie had proposed that until recently that a vote was passed in 
the output of coal should be taxed on the House of Commons for protection 
the basis as metallurgical mines but Mr. werks at Revelstoke, and no vote was 
McGregor showed that at the present passed by the provincial legislature to- 
time this would not give the province ward such work, nor was it contemplat- 
any additional revenue. He had a few ed.. No arrangements for co-operation 
comparative figures he would like to give made.”
Mr. Kellie to show that gentleman that How could any arrangemnts have been 
Kootenay was not being milked,as had made, Mr. Hunter wanted to know, un- 
iyfen armed. The revenue that East and less the government had issued special 
West Kbotenay had paid in altogether warrants. Further on Mr. Tarte wrote 
to' the province was $348,804 and de- in renly to a request by Mr. Turner that 
ducting from that 60 per Ocent. for gen- Mr Roy be sent .to examine and report 
cral expenses of the central govern- as the work was urgent, 
insent and fixed charges, this left a net “Yoiir government havi 
revenue of $139,621. Taking the differ- do anything for preventing destruction 
ent items on the estimates for the Koote- of Revelstoke. nothing was placed in 
nays they footed up altogether to $252,- my estimates this year for that work.I 
513, which was $12,891, more than was ' cannot then send Mr. Roy.” 
received from the districts referred to.1 Continued on Page Seven.

been quite sufficient had there been no 
extraordinary expenditure on public 
works, to keep up the repairs on what 
public works were then in existence. 
But as he had already shown, this large 
expenditure on public works had en
abled the revenue to expand and it was, 
too, at a very little increase of taxation, 

he could

Mr. Cotton States in Detail What 
the Opposition Have Against 

the Government.

com
pany.

as prove.
Calculating the population of the prov

ince in 1889 at 60,000, the taxationw as 
culy $2.29 per capita, and in 1897, with 
a population of 100,000, 2.86 per capita, 
a slight increase, but that slight in 
was to enable money to be borrowed to be 
u.>ed in public works and so become re
munerative. It must not be forgotten 
that this large sum for public works in
cluded the parliament buildings. Within 
the last ten years the country had passed 
through a terrible world-wide financial 
crisis, and it was a wise course for the 
government to have invested a large 
sum in public works during that time of 
depression to help the people tide over 
the trouble. The wisdom of this
course had been proven by results, for 
the old-time prosperity had now set in 
again, and the people were able to avail 
themselves of it. Now as to the admin
istration during this time. The opposi
tion press had been very fond of describ
ing the government as incapable. The 
opposition had tried to make the peo- 
lie think that the parliament buildings 
had cost a great deal more than was the 
case, but unprejudiced opinion recogniz
ed that the building was one of the 
cheapest public structures ever erected 
in the Dominion. So far from the par
liament building proving the government 
to be incapable it, on the contrary, 
showed the ability of the government. 
It must not be forgotten, too, that the 
finance minister had brought the credit 
of the country up to such a high pitch 
that at the present time it stood second 
to none in the Empire. It was true that 
the province had a debt of $6,000,000, 
but what was that when the immense 
resources of the province were taken into 
consideration; besides, the province had 
assets to show for them in the shape 6f 
public works What had the opposition 
to say to that? He had shown the en- 
orinotis expansion in the revenue, and it 
was due to the vigorous policy of the 
government that the resources of the 
province were now being developed as 
they were. He had a word of praise, 
too, for the administration of justice 
throughout the province. He defied the 
opposition to show any country on the 
continent where peace and order prevail
ed to a greater degree than even the 
wildest portion of British Columbia. 
Americans who came into British Col
umbia were astonished at the law and 
order which prevailed.

The Provincial Secretary Heard in 
Beply—Budget Debate not yet 

Concluded.

crease

WEDNESDAY, March 30.
The ligislature took up another day 

in discussing the budget, but as there 
was other important public business to 
attend to the Premier moved at six o’- 

an adjournment till next day.clock
This was acceded to.

The house was opened with prayer by 
Mr. O. E. Kendall.

RETURN.
The -Attorney-General presented re

turns relating to the Nelson & Fort 
.Sheppard railway.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.
Mr. Cotton resumed the debate on the 

He would not go into a lotbudget.
of details in the estimates but would 
refer to some of the principal points. 
The expenditure had grown enormously 
during the past pear. He could not help 
comparing the speech of he finance min
ister this year with that of ten years 
ago for any one who read the speech of 
ten years ago would see that the pre
dictions then made under very similar 
conditions had not been fulfilled. Within 
the past few years the revival of mining 
had stimulated the other industries of 
the province and in 1888 there_ was a 
similar revival owing to the impetus 
given by the building of the C.P.R., so 
that the conditions in both years were 
very similar. For 1889 the estimates 
of revenue were $601,000 and this year 
$1,453,000. The finance minister ten 
years ago in presenting his estimates 
had haid that he would lay such a foun
dation for prosperity by the expenditure 
that it would bring about a lightening 
of taxation. The finance minister’s pre
dictions of ten years ago were falsified 
by results. Insead of the people being 
less taxed they had to pay more, for the 
taxation ten years ago was only 26 per 
cent, of the revenue and this year it was 
30.9 per cent, and in fact they would 
have to tax the people 39 per cent, of 
the revenue to enable the services to be 
kept up that were now paid by the muni
cipalities instead of by the province. 
The revenue in 1888-9 was $601,000 and 
this year is estimated at $1,453,000, an 
increase of $141.70 per cent. Whereas 
the expenditure in 1888-9 was $789,000 
is had now grown to $1,995,000 or an 
increase of 152 per cent., which showed 
that the expenditure had increased faster 
than the revenue. In 1887, when the 
present finance minister assumed office 
the debt of the province was $1,743,000 
find now was $5,596,000, or an increase 
in the ten years of 22l per cent. In 
the face of this the government could 
not pretend that the finances were in a 
prosperous condition. The ratio of the 
debt was to ratio of population as 11 
to 5 and the burden of debt with all 
the increase of population was heavier 
now than it was ten years ago. He had 
estimated the population for 1889 on 
the census of 1881 and thepresent popu
lation on the census of 1891. In 1888 
the per capita debt was $29 and this 
year it was $57. The percentage of the 
revenue taken up by the public debt 
in 1888 14.8 and, now tit. had. decreased 
to 13.5 per cent. The general expenses, 
he claimed, were increasing at a greater 
proportion than the revenue. The differ
ence between the expenditure and rev
enue per capita was in 1888 $3.15 and 
in 1898 was $5.50. He was just taking 
the same figures as the finance minis
ter and presenting them in a different 
way.

Hon.

newspaper ... ....
penny newspapers could injure the credit 
of the province in the London market. 
He went back to the loan of 1895 of 
£420,000 and read from the prospectus 
and said that the only condition appar
ently on which the money could be bor
rowed was that here would be no more 
borrowing for three years following.

Mr. Hunter denied there was any 
pledge.

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the 
government had been a failure in its 
railway policy. The government had ap
parently in view asking the people to 
bonus the Stikine river railway a rail
way the whole country was in an up
roar about. Instead of giving money 
to speculators, some arrangement should 
be made by which the government should 
either own railways or at least have 
an interest in them. He was told the 
intvious day by an influential man that 
he and his associates vwere ready to 
build a railway in the interior but were 
blocked by another company which hop
ed to get a bonus from the government. 
Tne railway policy had been a com
plete failure and before long there 
should be such a public expression as 
would put an end to charter mongering 
and putting the money of the country 
in the hands of speculators. He closed 
a three hours' speech by saying that the 
government of the province was too 
centralized.

Capt. Irving, who had Just returned 
on the previous night from the North, 
congratulated Mr. Cotton on -his speech, 
but differed decidedly from that gentle
man in his views., Capt. Irving believed 
that the government had treated the 
country in a fair and liberal manner, 
and he was quite satisfied that they were 
actuated with the view of doing justice 
to all parts of the province. He added 
a word or two in reference to toe 
friendly feeling that had recently de
veloped between toe people of the Em
pire and those of toe United States, and 
hoped that before the session was over 
that toe legislature would give voice to 
the sentiments that were fclt hy the 
whole Anglo-Saxon race,, that the Union 
Jack and the star _ spangled banner 
might be entwined in an alliance of 
go^l feeling and brotherhood. (Ap
plause.)

Hon. Col. Baker Satirically compli
mented Mr. Cotton on the skill with 
which he manipulated the figures of the 
public accounts. That gentleman re
minded him, he said, for all the world 
of a cheap Jack, for he juggled.wito the 
figures till they presented anything but 
what they were in reality. There was 
an example of that in toe item of $14,- 
000, which Mr. Cotton had misrepre- 
», nted as being down in the estimates 
for attendants of the parliament build
ings, when, as a fact toe Provincial Sec
retary’s department salaries were also 
inulmled. That was just on a par with

Mr. Williams—“Does the government 
take credit for that?”

Hon. Col. Baker—“Certainly; who else 
cofcld.” It was due. he said, to the de
partment over which the Attorney-Gen
eral presides that law and order were so 
well preserved. He defied any one to 
deny that. The opposition had hinted at 
the head of the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works the charge that he 
had catered to the rich companies at the 
expense of the workman in administer
ing his department. The Chief Commis
si >ner had ably refuted that and showed 
that if he had erred in carrying out the 
law it was in favor of the poor man, for 
he had been lenient in enforcing the pro
visions of the land act against the poor 
settler. It was charged, too, by the op
position that the government were mak
ing an extraordinary expenditure now on 
puolic works because an election was 
impending. He would give the house a 
few facts on this so that the house and

*

the country could measure the sincerity 
of the opposition in this respect, 
wruld just read them the amount of the 
appropriations asked for this year by 
some of the opposition. Here was the 
list:

He

was
Mr. Semlin-had asked for $12.000 for 

hie constituency. Mr. Hume $208,000, 
Mr. Kellie. $62,400: Mr. Graham. $35.- 
700; Mr. Forster, $18,400; Mr. Sword, 
$15.600: Mr. Williams, $19,000: Mr. 
Kidd, $12,000, and Mr. Higgins $27,300, 
or an average of $31,540 for each. To 
take a similar average of all the mem
bers would give a total of $1,040,820 for 
public works this year. (Roars of laugh
ter.)

The opposition had not been able to 
prove one single case of maladministra
tion against the Chief Commissioner of 
Lands and Works, and in the only case 
that they had brought against him, that 
of Ruckles Bros., a committee of the 
house had completely exonerated Mr. 
Martin.

Col. Baker laughing—“That’s 
true—a very different way.”

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the 
Chinese entrance tax was $500 in 1888, 
and in 1898 was $30,000 an increase from 
.08 per cent, to 2 per cent of the rev
enue.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“Why don’t you ex
plain where that tax comes from?”

Mr. Cotton explained .that it came 
from the entrance of Chinese into Can
ada.

Hon. Mr. Eberts—“Just so. It’s a 
Dominion tax.”

Mr. Cotton went on to argue that it 
ness incapacity of the government, 
ment that this increase had come. The 
expenditure on public works had only in
creased 1 per cent, on the revenue since 
1888, and the increase on public works 
this year was, he intimated, only due to 
the coming elections. The increase in 
civil salaries, he said, showed the busi
ness in capacity of the government. 
The increase in this branch was 11.9 
per cent, over last year, but the tax
payers were not in any better position 
to pay this year than last year. He 
hold that the taxes should have been re
duced instead of giving this increase in 
pay. In 1888 the estimated expenditure 
for education was 18.46 per cent, of the 
revenue, while the stimated expenditure 
on the same line this year was 19.27 per 
cent, of the revenue. The increase in 

personal property tax in the ten 
vears was 122 per cent. The govern
ment had failed, he argued, to balance 
the ordinary expenditures by the ordi
nary revenue. Mr. Cotton questioned 
that the conversion of the debt was a 
success, his idea being that it would 
have been better to have let the old debts 
run out in the ordinary way. He

THURSDAY, March 31.
The budget debate was continued in 

the legislature today, the principle inci
dent being the moving of a want of con
fidence amendment by Mr. Hume, which, 
however, was promptly defeated on di
vision by 18 to 13, Mr. Higgins voting 
with the opposition. The debate was at 
6 o’clock adjourned till next day, and 
the house did not hold an evening ses- 
sicn.

The house was opened with prayer by 
Mr. O. E. Kendall.

As to the large amount of work in 
the education department, Hon. Col. 
Baker read the following figures to 
show the large increase between the 

1886m and 1896-7. In 1886 theyears
number of teachers was 118; pupils en
rolled. 5,345; average daily attendance, 
2,873.38; cost of each pupil enrolled, 
$16.56; in 1896-7 number of teachers, 
384; pupils enrolled. 15,798: average 
daily attendance, 9.999.61: cost each pu
pil. $13.97. That, he held, was a satis
factory showing.

It had been sometimes said that the 
cost of education in this province was 
very extravagant and should be cut 
down, but he would give a statement 
comparing it with other countries to 
show that this was not the case. The 
cost of education per pupil on avarage 
daily attendance for tho school year 
1896 was: Rhode Island, $39.06; Massa
chusetts, $36.78; New York, $30.02; 
California, $31.51: Nevada, $38.96; 
Pennsylvania. $24.49: North Atlantic 
States, $27.17; Western States, $27.17, 
and British Columbia (1897) only $22.08. 
This was a most favorable showing for 
British Columbia as compared with other 
countries. There was no normal school 
in this province, but he had for several 
vears past been anxious to trot one and 
honed to have such an institution pro
vided for next session—ns he was sure 
the government would be returned to 
power again. When the province had 
a normal school the provincial school 
system would be equal to that of any 
countrv. The cost of education here, he 
pointed out, was increased bv the large 
area of the province and its scattered 
population.

Turning to the department of* mines, 
of which he was minister. Hon. Col. Ba
ker, to give some idea of the enormous 
growth of the provincial mineral output, 
showed that the total production of lode 
mines in 1886-7 was only $26.547 against 
$11.309.610 in 1896-7 and the total pro
duct of all mines had increased from 
«3 843.897 in 1886-7 to $17,963.234 in 
1896-7, a gain of 468 ner cent. Not one 
of the opposition had been able to sa.v a 
word against the department of mines 
and it was a cause for pride that no 
complaint had been made in that direc
tion. Col. Baker incidentally gave a 
meed of praise to Mr. Carlyle and said 
the province owed much to him for his 
hon^stv of purpose and his painstaking 
methods.

The member for Richmond had com
plained that the colonies settled on the 
northern coast of the island and the 
mainland had been confined to Scan
dinavians and that other people had as 
much right to have hsd. equal advant
ages shown them This showed how 
little trouble Mr. Kidd took to look into 
the matter. The scheme was not con
fined to Scandinavians, but any British 
subject throughout the Empire had just 
as much right to take advantage of the 
colonization provisions. The plan or 
having these settlements was followed 
out because it would be difficult for indi
vidual settlers to succeed at such dis
tances from the markets. -

Another branch connected with his de
partment was the printing office and the 
member from Richmond had complained

RETURNS.

the opposition press 
the session ’ **"

Hon. Col. Baker presented the annual 
report of toe asylum for 

The Premier presented 
respondepce in regard to the Songhese 
reserve.

the insane, 
returns of cor-indulged in before 

™, how the government wereISyEIBEEISE
was amazed at the results, for nothmg 
had come of it all but the old barrel 
organ tunes the opposition had played 
ever and over again for years. In fact 
it would be only a waste of breath to 
follow their worn out arguments, but it 
would be far more profitable just to 
give a few concise statements as to how 
tne government had administered the 
affairs of the country. He would go 
back some years to institute compari
sons. for in a province where such rapid 
development was going on and where 
necessarily the changes in a few years 

rapid a period of only three or four 
would hardly give a fair compan-

PETITION.
Mr. Helmcken presented a petition 

form D. R. Harris and others for an 
amendment to toe Land Registry Act. 
The petition was received and filed. 

PRIVILEGE.
Mr. Higgins to a question of privilege 

wished to refer to Hon. Col. Baker’s re
marks of yesterday in regard to Mr. 
Higgins asking for #27,000 as an appro
priation for Esquimalt district.

Dr. Walker objected that the proper 
place for Mr. Higgins to make any ex
planation was where he made his speech.

The Speaker rulde that toe question 
was not one of privilege.

Hr. Higgins said that though Col. 
Baker’s remark was quite true, this was 
a question of privilege, as toe requisi
tion had been a privileged 
tion

the

claimed that events bote him out, for were 
the prices asked for toe old stock was years

sold at all. In 1891 he had brought for- ment should not in J“po8;nfh ta“pie 
ward toe very point claimed by Mr. try to make a profit out of 
Cotton, for he had in toe house then but. endeavor to 8° a^”8!^ d a9 
stated that the #1,000,000 loan which it revenue and e*Pe“d‘tur^Pn°u bapk to 
was desired to float then was insuffl- as possible balance. Going back to 
cient to get toe most favorable offers 1886-87 and comparing that with the 

the market in London, and therefore year 1896-7 if he could sbow toat the 
it was desirable at the same time to try expenditure on P”bl*=. wn°frktshe rpv 
and convert certain of the old loans, brought about an expansion of the 
though he doubted very much whether enue and that incidence of taxation 
much could be converted because a great is lighter, then it must be admitted that 
deal of it was held by trust companies, the government deserved well for tne 
However, in connection with the loan, country. During that Period the total 
the offer to convert toe old loans would expenditure on Pub'*a, ^”.rk8 m the 
make a sum sufficient to give the Lon- #4,824.769. Now, deducting 
don brokers confidence that there would revenue the land 8a'es and the Dominion 
be at their hands a large body of stock, subsidy which cou'd naLb8pp:a 1896-7 
and therefore toe government would be .ordinary revenue tbe. * ÏË2£% eoqo 471 
able to get better terms. It had had was #1,054, 145 and in 1886-7 S239.471, 
ir=t that pffWt the increase in 1896-7 being ^01^,0<4:.

Mr. Cotton, continuing, took up the Adding to this the a e$3o -
parliament buildings, holding that they capita grant from tb? "°ml°10j°' * ’
cost $1,200.000. 438, the total revenue shows an increase

Hon. Mr. Turner, sarcastically— in eleven years of $845,212 or 45.3 pe 
“That’s just as near as you can get.” cent. That increase came abo 

Mr. Cotton went on to say that the the expenditure on Pubhe wor s 
sum for attendant at the capitol build- was a highly satisfactory sho e 
irigs was set down in toe estimates this the government no one could deny.
’’tL’j?emle?bere set Mr. Cotton right “Tl' ei[j’|o!rur.Kon PuOIr

fc .ï. -ati- « KAh»JvSaffi,1sthe Provincial Secretary’s office as well. $1,569.071, of which $519,lb4 had been 
This $5,832 included all the attendants, on public works. Thesu *he expenditn e 
that formerly were scattered about toe not including public works, was $1,U49, 
various departments. 907. In the same year the revenue was

Mr. Cotton repeated that the attend- $1,338.048, so that deducting the rev 
tmee was to cont 514,000. enue from the expenditure exclusive of

The Premier—“You have done away public works there ren?51?e<L®;il^a1?”^ 
■with the Provincial Secretary then.” of $333,141 revenue which would have

so commumca-

Mr. Speaker held that the house 
had called upon Col. Baker to read toe 
figures. >

Hon. Col. Baker remarked it was not 
his intention to cast odium on any mem
ber of the house, and the incident 
dropped.

Mr. Semlin on a question of privilege 
said he had asked for more than toe 
$12,000 for his district (the figures given 
the previous day). He had asked for 
toe construction of two bridges which 
would cost more than the amount men
tioned, and had also asked for roads 
and schools for various parts of the 
riding, and could not see how the 
amount of $12,000 was arrived at.

THE BUDGET DEBATE.

on

Mr. Hume, continuing the budget de
bate. said that West Kootenay had to its 
credit $142,000 when comparing its ap
propriations and the amount it paid into 
the provincial treasury for the past three 
years, and on that ground he justified 
tne large amount he had asked for. this 
year. He argued, too, that as shown by 
appropriations and what they had paid 
into the provincial treasury, Nanaimo 
Lillooet and Cariboo had been unduly 
favored. He was of the opinion that the 
miners did want the mining tax removed 
and believed that #he only place where 
Chinese were employed in large numbers 
in mines was Cariboo. .. . .: - V-v‘

Mr. Rogers—“There are not a hundred 
Chinese employed in the Cariboo mines.”

Mr. Hume, continuing, said' no. good 
reason had been shown why coal miners 
should pay toe tax as well as toe miners 
in metalliferous mines. Mr. Hume went

The
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