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RAILWAY TRAVEL IN AUSTAALIA

ACCIDENTS ARE ALMOST UNKNOWN

The Australian and Canadian Systems Compored—Day Carriages
Are English and Sleeping Cars Are Fullmans.

Advantages of Compartment Coaches—Duties of ths Conductor—The
Baggage System—No Heating on Trains—Msthods of Preventing
Accidents—The Trip From Sydney to Melbourne. :

(Special correspondence of The Adver- !
tiser.)

Melbourne, Victoria, Sept. 17.—In a
literary sense, the reader of these
Australian lettérs has been following
the Man from Cooks. The prozress,
however, hags not been very rapid, It is]
now some weeks sinee VI had the pleas-
ure of piloting you up the grandest
harbor in the world, and I have de-
tained you in Sydney ever since, ses ing
the sights and talking politics. Sydney
is well worth even a longer visit, but
there aie dozens of other places in
worthy. The
mother-city, after zll, is only the front-
door of a continent as large as Can-
ada, the United States, or Europe. So|
it is high time you left the quays and |
parks of Sydney, and boarded the train |
for Melbourne. |

There are differences, of course, be- |
tween railway traveling here and in}
Canada—and the advantage lies very |
often with Australia. The day carriages |
here are built on the compartment |
plan, first or second class. On a busy
suburban line, there is no doubt whut-§
ever about the superiority of the com- |
partment to the corridor system. A |
compartment train can be filled and|
emptied in a few seconds, and the|
journey to the next station commenced |
in half the time which would be taken |
up by the old lady with the b;m(l—i
boxes struggling down to either end
of a long Canadian car. And even on|
a Jong express journey, there is a|
certain cosiness and exclusiveness in|
the compartment system. Not th2e ex-|
clusiveness of the aristocratic English- |
man who regards every fellow-creature
as an insufferable bore, and resents|
the familiarity of a neighborly good-|
morning from another traveler—for,

Australia nearly as

fortunately, there is none of that ex-|
clusiveness in Australia. You need|
never be afraid of speaking to your
traveling companions here without the
formality of an introduction., Whether
they be men or women, you will prob-
ably find youresel? talking politics with
them inside of twenty minutes, and
playing bridge with them by the time
the first refreshment station is passed.
The compartment system really pro-;
motes this conviviality. Yet &« man so
self-centered as to desire solitudes can
usually find it in a first-class carriage
labeled ‘““No Smoking,” for in this na-
tion of pipe-smokers such carriages
have seldom a patron.

The Sieeping Car,

Though the day-carriages are I-fn;{-'
lish, the sleeping cars are the most!
up-to-date American Pullmans. One
difference, not in the cars, but in the
management, is that a curtain drawn
mid-way down the corridor divides the
men from the women just as a high
board fence separates boys and girls in
the play ground of a public school.
This device is unnecessary in the €leep-'!
ing cars that run between Melbourne
and Adelaide. There the broad gauge
makes it possible to use carriages in
which the berths run cross-ways from
a side corridor, instead of lengthways |
down a center corridor. In that way t.h'cI
compartment system is introduced in-|
to the sleeping cars, and one may en-|
gage a four-berth or a two-berth sec-!
tion for a family or party. I doubt if|
there is in any country a more com-|
fortable train for night traveling. {

But there is one thing essential for|
his comfort which the Australian tra-|
veler must carry with him. That is his|
rug. The winter in this country is x.mt‘
severe enough to justify the heating)
of the trains with steam, but, if you/!
want to find how severe the winter is, |
just travel in July or August \\‘it'hout‘i
yvour rug., In the first-class carriages |
the porter will put a tin of hot water|
at vour feet, but your-knees will shake !
and your teeth chatter nevertheless. |
\\'r;»;:{md in a rug, you will find travel-,
ing here just as comfortable and prob- |
ably mere healthy than in your over-|
heated trains. A New Zealander told
me the other day how unbearably h{)t‘
and stifling he found the trains in
Canada. On his first day’s travel, he|
rushed Dack to the smoking-room and |
stuck his trobbing head out into the|
frosty air. He found another man
utilizing the next window for the same |
purpose. 2 i

“I come from New Zealand,” said my |
friend, ‘and I can’'t stand the infernul!
heat of this train.” |

“No more can 1,” said the other, “I'm |
a New South Welshman!”’ |

And so an antipodean friendship was|
at once established.

Canadians who have read Mark|
Twain on the New Zealand railways|
may not be inclined to worry greatly |
over criticisms from a subject of King
Dick. But Australian trains are not
quite as slow as they are in New Zea-
land. The express time between Sydney |
and Melbourne is gt the rate of about
thirty miles an hour, including all]|
stops, Some of the stops are long ones, |
for there are no dining cars here and!
all meals must be obtained at the sta-|
tions. The menu is not extensive nor |
the cooking exquisite, but the prices are
always reasonable. Among the minor
advantages of traveling here it may be
mentioned that the trains, though slowl
are always on time; and the stations,|
though large, are called stations—no® |
“‘depots,”’ !

Tie Engine and Conductor.

But I have neglected to tell you about |
the most important part of the train.!
The engine here is a funny little Eng-
lish affair, sans cab, sans bell, sans|
headlight, sans cow-catcher—but \\‘ilh:
a ridiculous high-keyved whistle like|
the screeech of an infant in the night.|
The difference between your engines|
and those here may be learned from
the language of the nursery—younsg
Canada calls a train a toot-toet, young |
Australia a puff-puff. And in the lan-|
guage of the grown-ups there are
similar differences. Railway ties are
called sleepers, switchmen are called
pointsmen, and sectionmen are called|
plate-layers. |

Similarly, of course, baggage is called
luggage. And, after being plastered
with labels instead of adorned with
checks, it is stored away, not next the
engine, but at the very end of the train
In what is known a< the guard’s van.
The guard, by the way, is no immacul-
ate high-and-mighty dignitary, like |
your ('ondu('tm'.’ but a hard-working, |
full-bearded, horney-handed son of toil!
who must help’'in the trunk-smashing|
process at every stopping-place. Child-|
ish ambitions do net circle round hi:ﬂf
post, for the punching of tickets is no |
part of his duty, That falls to the lot |
of other undignified gentlemen, set at
certain stations for the purpose. All
the stations are fenced in, and even at'
rural stopping-places tickets must be
presented by everyone on entering and
leaving the platform, In Australia there

{

is no such thing as “squaring the con-
ductor,”

No Accidents in Australia.

But the great difference between rail-
way traveling in Canada and Australia

| is the safety here. Collisions are a

practical impossibility, I have talked
to dozens of old officials, who have
spent their lives in the service, and
none of theém are able to recall any
serious railway accident. The reason
is that all Australian lines are operat-
ed on the “block system.” According
to this, the line is divided into sections,
which vary in length from a hundred
yards, in a busy station-yard, to fifteen
or twenty miles in the far-back country

| —and never more than one train is al-

lowed on the one section at the one
time. The country sections of express
routes are seldom more than two or
three miies iong, and at the end of each
section a signal-man is stationed. Be-
fore he can allow any train to pass, he
must be assured by the signal-man
at the next station ahead that the line
is absolutely clear. Australians do not
trust their lives or their property to
any official whé has to control a lot
of trains in a big district. There is no
such person as a train dispatcher here
—ng _such thing as a train dispatcher’s
blunder. The signal-men at either end
of a section have complete control of
their little stretch of track. If there is
a train wgaiting at either end, neither
of them can proceed until the two
signal-men come to an agreement upon
which one of them is to have the ex-
clusive right of way. These signal-
men, of course, are in electric com-
munication with one another, and by a
code of bell-signals they are able to.
dispatch their trains with the least
possible delay.

In some of the States this system is

| made doubly secure by a contrivance

known as the Electric Staff. By this

| method, the right of way over each

section of track is represented by a
staff or wand which the signal-man
gives to the enginedriver. This staff is
the outward and visible sign of the
driver’s authprity to proceed to the
next station, the name of which is en-

i graved upon the staff. No engineer

would dream of going a yard without
this tangible passport. And, by an in-

! genious mechanism, it is made impos-

sible for more than one staff to be on
a section at the same time, The staves
are Kept in a staff-column, which locks
automatically and can be opened only
by electricity applied by the operator
at the other end of the section. If the

{ man at this end has a train to dispatch,

he askg the man at the other end to
turn the switch which will enable him
to take out a staff. If the line is clear,
this assistance is given; and a staff is
taken out and handed to the engineer.
The Thoment that staff is removed, .the

jecolumn is locked and mnot all the

signal-men in Christendom could un-
lock it until that staff is put inte the
column at the other end of the section,
Then it becomes possible once more for
the two officers to co-operate for the
dispatch of another train. But it must
always be a mechanical impossibility
for two staves to be out at the #ame
time; and so it is a practical impossi-
bility for two trains to be on the one
section at the same time. In the case
of express trains, the section next
ahead must also be clear., Then the
signal-man has his staff all ready for
the incoming train, and he and the

| engineer exchange. The staff is attached

to a light wicker hoop which ean be
easily caught on the arm, so that the
exchange can be made while the train
is fiying at full speed. Under this sys-
tem, a collision of any kind is an im-
possibility; so that you may take your
seat in the Melbourne express without
the remotest fear of danger. It is only
in progressive America that there are
railway accidents.

{ From Sydney to Melbourne.

From Sydney to Melbourne is a journey
of more than five hundred miles, the line
running in a southwesterly direction
through some of the finest country in

| New South Wales and Victoria. A re-

cent writer in the“(Canadian press made
this trip, and then wrote home about
crossing the Great Australian Desert.
So little can one iearn of a country from
the window of a railway ecarriage! To
do_ her justice, she probably looked out

{upon a landscape withered and blasted

by the drought, But one shower of rain
would have changed brown to green, and
made her write newspaper letters about
a land flowing with milk and honey.
It_is. indeed the modern home of the

I golden fleece,

Goulburn, Yass and Cootamundra are
the chief towns passed in the night, and
Wagga Wagga is reached in the gray,

| sleepy dawn. This is the town that the

‘“‘elaimant” made known to fame thirty
years ago. It was there that Arthur
Or'ton sold his suet. steak and sausages
before he was fired with the bold design
of claiming the broad English acres and
ancestral title of Sir Roger Tichborne.

LIVER GOMPLAIAT.

sSmith’s Plneapple aad DButterast
Piils Cure All Liver lils.” Easy to
Taxe., Always Effectual. They
Cure la Nature’s Way.

il
A cclebrated English autbority onee said,
“'{lie liver iathe direet cause of nine-tenths

| of the ills that flesh is heir to.” 1tis the larz-

cst'gland in the body, and naturally has a
zreat deal of work to do, for the reason that
JDirough its cells and tissues the blocod must

{ p2s3 many timeg every hour. Now suppose its

‘unctions should become impaired or interfered
with, You know you would kave pains or
uneasiness in tlie right side, er a dull aching
uader tio shoulder blads. The compiexion
woull bceon:s galliow or yellowish, your appe-
dto would be finpaired, your bowe's inaetive,
while hacdaches, Qizziness and bad feelings
vould bo your daily experience. In these
se3 reliof thag #s epeedy ead full is clways

11 by tho .2 of Shith's Pineapple and

g Pil vhich ars & marvelous suc-

in caring 2!l forms of liver complaint,

¢ Liliousness and jaundice. Taken a3
cirected they aiways restors an inactive and
torpid liver to hea!thy action, regulate tho
boweisand cizancs 123 'blood of imperities. - A

i week's use of Smith's Pineapple and Butternut

Pills by a bilious or constipated person will
clavate the spirits end azain moke life really
worth living. Tley are invcluzble for eli
gtomach and bowel troubles, 22d they alwaysg
care sick headache, constipation and bilicusacss
iz one night. 25 conts at all dealars.

4Ll gonuinosizned V/. I, Swmith.

SMITHS BUCHLU'
LITHIA PI
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“The Laws i

of his sensational career

re has been half for-
gotten by the last generation, and smacks
too strongly of ancient history.to inter-
est the young men and maidens of today.
It is doubtful, however, if, outside of the
Dreyfus case, there has since been ga
romance in real life to rivet the atten-
tion of the world as did the story of
the fat and famous butcher of Wagga.
Crossing the Murrumbidgee, the rail-
way runs to the border town of Albury,
upon the north bank of the Murray. r}t
Is there that the porter, in the early
mnorning., rouses all travelers from their
eomfortable berths to call down ana-
themas on the heads of those who are
responsible for the foolish variation in
the guage of Australian rallways. The
roads In New South Wales have a guage
of 4 feet 815 inches: the Victorian roads
and the main line to Adelalde have a
& feet 3 inch guage; and the roads of
Queensland, South Australia, West Aus-
tralia and Tasmania are all built upon
A narrow guage of 3 feet 6 inches. It
seems ipcomprehensible, but it is never-
theless true, that Australians are con-
tent to have their business hampered by
this senseless system. All goods must
be transhipped and all assengers must
change carriages, no Thatter what the
time of night or the state of the wea-
ther may be. With the passengers, it is
merely a matter of inconvenience: but
with freight, it means additional expense
that must be a heavy tax on commerce,
It may have been of small account in
the old days of separate colonial tariffs:
but the unification of the railway guages
should ,Soon  be undertaken, now that
:‘edgratnon has brought interstate free
rade.

Interstate, free trade has made Wagga
and Albury more truly Victorian towns
than they were before. They lie within
New South Wales, but they are so much
nearer Melbourne "than Sydney that they
have long been Victorian in sympathy.
They are the main distributing points
for the rich country of the Riverina,
which lies between the Murrumbidgee ang
the Murray. Commercially, the Riverina

have tri::{nhei
been so tha
Deo as .

¢
it B

made

iﬁhh Russg!l.b?lt is said that the boun-

-line, as originally arranged by Earl

‘giﬂ‘.\’. was to be ‘the River Murrum-

. In the colonial office, however,
the clerk who was iven the draft of
the bill to eopy. took fright at the long
native name, and put the River Murray
In its stead, drawing from his rich store
of Australian geographical knowledge.
Either . the mistake was>not noticed, or
else it was considered toe trivial to rec-
tify. And this, they say, is the reason
Why the Riverina, with its fifteen million
acres oral country, is colored
Wrong upon the map.

I do not vouch for the story, but there
s nothing  in- it inherently improbable.
It was of this very Russell Government
that Mr. Herman Merivale lately told his
famous story. Mr. Merivale was under
Secretary for'the colonies when Lord
Palmerston, in the absence of the

mier, took charge of the department
for a few weeks. “In the first place,
Mr. Merivale,” said his lordship, “come
upstairs for ten minutes and Show me
where these blessed colonles are!” Even
that is not quite so shocking as the
ignorance of ILord Randolph Churchill
when he became Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer, Pointing to some percentages,
Worked out in decimals, and submitted
to him by the permanent head, T.ord
Randolph "is said to have asked “what
those d—d dots meant.” My Australian
story about the Murray and the Murrum-
bidgee really seems the mildest of the
three,

To a Canadian, Australian rivers_are
very disappointing. The Murray is® one
of the longest rivers in the world, and
it comes as a shock to find at Albury
that it is little more than a creek. True,

lbury is 2,000 miles from its mouth—but
Cross jt fifteen hundred miles further
down, and you will find it little bigger.
In the neighborhood of Albury its banks
are specially rich, and a few miles away
is the famous vine-growing districts of
Corowa and Rutherglen, to which I ghall
conduct you in a future letter.
BURRISS GAHAN..

CLEVER WOMAN THIEF |
WORKED AN 0LD GANE

OID IT IN A NEW WAY- SEVERAL |
BUFFALO STORES ROBBED.

Goods to the amount of hundreds of
dollars have been charged up to prom-
inent Buffalo families recently by a
c¥ver woman swindler, and the lead-
ing department stores have enlisted
the aid of the police in an effort to
run the woman down., f

She was a well-dressed and pretty
woman, and her scheme is admitted
by the police to be one of the most
clever ever brought to the nofice of
the detective bureau.

So cleverly did she work her scheme,
which is thought to be original, and so
well has she covered up her tracks that
the chance of catching her is very
slight,

Although every detective in the pG-
lice department and many private
detectives have been furnished with a
good description of this pretty thief, no
trace of her has been found. Chief
Taylor believes she has gone else-
where to operate, and he warns the
police and owners of department
stores in other cities to be on the
lookout for her.

Her method of operation was a simple
one. She would go into a store, repre- |
sent herself as some prominent Buffalo
lady who had an account there, and
obtain goods on credit. She played the
role so well that in every instance she,
received the goods without question. |

This pretty and clever thief not only !
purchased one or two articles, in the!
one store on the same name, but
bought al} she could carry. She only!
purchased the most expensive articles, '
such as silks, laces, gloves, jewelry,
etc.,, and accordingly her victims \\'erol
“touched” hard,

On‘ce she had the name of a credit
customer the rest was easy. There was
not the slightest danger of her being
caught or even suspected, for how
were her victims to know that they
were being swindled until they came
to send out their accounts at the end
of the month?

Her method of obtaining the name
of a credit customer was by loitering
about the counters, examining goods
and asking for samples, until some
lady happened along, purchased an ar-
ticle on credit and gave her name and
address so as the thief could hear it.
Then she would begin her work.

She would go to another section of
the store, select some costly article and
ask to have it charged to Mrs, So and
So, of Delaware avenue, or another
address. Her appearance and actions
would impress the clerk as a lady re-
siding in that section, and no questions
would be asked. ,

A charge check would be made out
and forwarded to the office to be O.
K.d. ' The bookkeeper would look up
the name and find that Mrs. So and So
had an account. He would O. K. the
check and send it back to the clerk.
She always tcok the goods with her,
for obviocus reasons, Not only did she
work this scheme in one store on the
lady’s name, but she worked them all
on various names.

Every clerk who waited on the pretty
thief gave the following description of
her: About 5 feet 5 inches in height,
light hair, light complexion, regular
features and dressed in the height of
fashion, .

She has not been seen in any of the
stores since the first of the month. It
is safe to say that a similar scheme
cannot be operated in Buffalo today,
for every store has changed its sys-
tem of O. K.-ing credit checks.—Buf-
falo News.

i
|

A R
. Editorial Omniscience.

The editor of a newspaper would be
the last person in-.the world to «con-
tract the scope of his jurisdiction or to
deprecate an imputation og universal
knowledge. Occasionally, however,
even he is driven by his admirers into
at least the early stages of embarrass-
ment. He then feels on his weathered
cheek a faint recrudescence of what
used to be the blush of modesty.

Yesterday, for instance, Mr. G. G.
Rorke, of Crown Point, Ind., sent to
the Tribune a letter to which such an-
swers as can be hastily summoned are
herewith appended:

“Please answer the following ques-
tions for the benefit of an out-of-town
reader:

“l. Is it true that the Japanese are
an immoral race, and that they always
have a second woman in the household,
not a regular wife, but a sort of con-
cubine.” No, not always, but rarely.

“2. Is Germany in a bad financial
state, and are hundreds of people waik-
ing the streets of Berlin unemployed?”
Some time ago the industries of Ger-
many were badly shaken, but now fair-
Iy normal conditions have been re-
stored.

“3. Does Roosevelt wear evening
dress?” In the evening.

“4, Can a person be a full-blooded ne-
gro and have straight hair?” Ask Sen-
ator Tillman.

A man would be more than a human
being if he were not profoundly touch-
ed br being made the trusted object
of such interrocations as these. And
he would be more, even, than an editor
if he did not feel that thev constitut-|
jed a coimplete recognition of his de-1
|serts. All that he can e’aculate '
thanks is: ‘“Yes, vou have found me
!out:,but it is just my foible, omnisci-
ence, Don’t force me to be ostentatious
about it."—Chicago Tribune., :

Ition, but would be destroyed.
‘James Corbett, a third cousin of the

THE SAILOR'S UNION
POSTOFFICE SYSTEM

DIFFERENT FROM THAT OF QUR
UNCLE SAM’S.

The Atlantic Coast Seamen’s Union,
with a branch at 37 South street, has
a postoffice system of its own. There is
in every union hall a postoffice, Prob-

ably not one cut of twenty letters is

delivered immediately to a seaman,

since he may be thousands of miles
away; nevertheless, the functions of
the United States mail seem to end
Wwith the delivery of letters to a hall,
In an open letter cabinet at the New
Yerk branch there are from 500 to
1,000 unclairmed letters, soiled, dusty
and often worn open wiikh nearly three
years of handling. It is the union's
policy not to forward letters to the
dead letter office, knowing that they
would then never reach their destina-
Agent

puglist, says that in the end nearly all
the letters are claimed,

The union has its own method of
finding persons addressed. A list of let-
ters is printed in its official paper, the
Coast Seamen’s Journal, published in
San Francisco but circulating all over
the world.

John Olsen, for instance, who is at

! Mobile, sees a letter ‘advertised for

him in the Journal, His Mobile agent,
in a letter to the New York office, in
whosé care th‘ letter is addressed, di-
rects that it be’sent inclosed in a union
envelope to Mobile, Olsen finally gets
it and finds its postmark July 1, 1902.

Every few months the union calls a
committee of five together to g0 over
the accumulated unclaimed mail, Then
the oldest letters are sorted out, Let-
térs of over two years are locked away
from sight. What becomes of them after
that is not clear.

Nearly all ‘the letters dre written in
women’s hand. In a pigeonhole marked
“O” there are eight letters, all in the
same woman!s: handwriting and bear-
ing the samel'postmark. They are dat-
ed about a month apart, Perhaps they
are from a sweétheart, a sister, or more
likely from a mother, who persists in
writing, though the chances are that
her son may be wrecked or lost in the
evils of a great city.

There is therefore good reason for
those two big black words on a white
background, inclosed in a black wooden
frame, which are seen on the walls of
the sailors’ ‘reading rooms. “Write
Home.”

Perhaps Jack is not wholly at fault
if his folks do not hear from him, for
he is careless about addressing and
stamping letters. About one out of ten
letters he negletts to stamp, but, bear-
ing a union or a reading room letter-
head, they are sent through on this side
of the water. One letter from Europe
without a stamp bears on the corner
“With all possible dispatch.,” That let-
ter has been in the union pigeon hole
nearly two years,

A large percentage of the letters are
opened. That is because there are often
fifteen men in the union with the same
last name,

That the first names are unlike makes
no dyfference. In Jack's mind that let-
ter is surely for him, though the first
name on it is Hans. So he opens it in
the agent’s presence and reads it
through. The same letter may be read
by half a dozen Olsens.—New York
Sun. . 3
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PAINS DISAPPEAR BEFORRE IT.—No
Oone need suffer pain when they have
available Dr, Thomas' Helectrle Oil. 1f
not jn the house when required it can be
procured at the nearest store. as all mer-
chants keep it for sale. - Rhenmatism and
all bodily pains disappear when it is ap-
plied. and should they at any time return.
eéxperience teaches the user of the Oil
how to deal with sthem.

The Hydroscope may render useless
torpedo boats and mines. Should the
capta}in of a cruiser see the submarine
prowler or projectile he could destroy
it before any damage was done. In
navigation the instrument should also
be serviceable, as rocks and sandbanks
will be clearly seen.

Seek Nature for Relief
from Stomach, Liver
»° Kidney Troubles

Nature’s cures
are genuine
cures. Nature’s
herbs are mna-
ture's gifts to
dyspeptic,
bilious, con-
stipated peco-

le. ThelInd-

ans knewthis,

Iiow free they

kEcept of all

these troubles

; inspite of their

alternatiog feasting and fasting. If

disesse attacked them, the medicine men
relieved them with their herbs,

“ VIROQUA”
Indian Remedy

is the sccret remedy for Stomach, Kid-
ney and Liver Troubles, which %ave the
Indians their superb health. ¢ have
the formula, and are now making it as
the Indians did—of rare herbs (from the
forests.) -
octs and $1.00 & box. In capsules.

Sold\by ail druggists or sent by mail pre-
Paid on receipt of price.

Write for free booklet, which is well
worth the reading.

YIROQUA INDIAN REMEDY CO.
23 Jorden Street, . TORONTO

»

O 7505 7T R 4 O S T

possible of both.

“CANADlANn

Looks and wear—Just as much

of one as the other—and the most

: 5
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ONE'S DREAMS SHOULD
NOT BE DISREGARDED

R

AS MUCH A FACTOR IN HUIMAN
LIFE AS EVER.

Everyone who reads the newspapers
has observed how frequently they con-
tain stories about wonderful dreams.
The modern man has a habit of sneer-
ing at the dreams of past ages and the
agnostic ridicules the dreams of re-
ligion, but there are as many unac-
countable dreams now as there were in
the days of Sesostris and as many in
connection with trade, politics, sick-
ness and death as with religion. The
dream is as large a factor in human
nature and human conduct now as it
ever was.

The influence that dreams exert is
something astonishing when we re-
flect that not one in millions of them
are remarkable enough to be narrated
by the dreamer, the remainder being
frivolous, incoherent and meaningless,
and that they ean generally be traced
to natural and common-place causes,
It is difficult to feel much respect for a
dream which was obviously due to ly-
ing on thé back, to getting the covers
deranged or to having eaten a supper
of pie and pig's feet. Still, the excep-
tional dream retains its influence just
as if there were no other kind.

Most of the remarkable dreams of
which we read at the present day are
pictorial announcements of death or
other important events, some of which
are in the future and some of which are
transpiring simultaneously at remote
places, but wonderful dreams take a
jmuch wider range than this, especially
if the dreams of past ages be included.
In dreams poets have composed beauti-
ful poems and musicians ravishing
music, mathematicians have solved
suppdsedly insoluble problems, detec-
tives have unraveled mysterious crimes,
generals have been taught successful
plans of kattle, the victims of robbery
have located lost treasures, the inventor
thas hit upon invaluable devices and,
taccording to the general belief, the
saint has had communicated to him the
| sacred mysteries of religion.

. Perhaps it would not be going too far
to say that dreams have largely influ-
enced the whole course of human his-
tory and that if none of the events
which were the direct result of dreams
had occurred the world of today would
have been as different from what it is
as from the world before the flood.

The Christian religion, to look no fur-
ther, which has certainly altered the
face of the globe, rests in its inception
and its development on the visions of
Mary, Joseph, Paul and Constantine.
There is scarcely a step in art or sci-
ence or philosophy or politics or religion
that has not been greatly modified at
one time or another by dreams.

In some extent dreaming seems to be
|a gift. Some people never dream at all:
some dream, but their dreams have no
coherence or beauty, and a few have
the enviable faculty of dreaming con-
sistent, beautiful and even sublime
things, Some say also that dreaming
can be cultivated. They tell us that if
a person never repeats his dreams and
discourages all recollection of them he
will cease to dream at‘all, and if, on
the other hand, he habitually recalls
his dreams, cherishes the recollection of
them and relates them to others he will
dream more and more. Whether he will
also dream to more and more purpose
we are not informed.

People who are skeptical in regard to
the miraculous have no difficulty in dis-
posing of wonderful dreams, at least to
their own satisfaction. They say ti:a.t
if all the millions and millions of non-

sensical things that are dreamed were
related it would be seen at once that|
the remarkable cnes were mere coin-i
cidences and exceedingly rare ones at
that. In this conection the singularl
dream of a woman in Danbury, Conn.,
may prove instructive. |

This woman’s husband was a travel- |
1ing salesman and was absent from
home mest of the time. One night when
(he was away she dreamed that he was
dead and that his body was laid out
in the parlor on the lower floor of their
dwelling. The dream was so terribly
vivid that she jumped out of bed and
jran down to the parlor to see if it was
jtrue. The next night she had the same
dream and visited the parlor again.
The third night this was repeated and
early the next morning her husband
icame home safe and sound without
having had any uncommon experience
whatever. »

This is a very nice story, but it will
{take more than that to demolish
,dreams and the faith that dreamers
{have in them.

The best argument of all againgt the
[probabili,ty of dreams meaning any-
{thing more than the effects of an over-

|

loaded stomach on the blood, loading it
with uric acid and so disturbing the

mechanism of the brain, is contained
in David Harum’'s essay “On Miracles.”
This argument, in brief, is that it is
much more probable that a man should
lie than that a law of nature should
be suspended.—Chicago Chronicle.
—_——

Uses for Sunflowers.

Various paragraphs mentioning sun-
flowers of from ten to a dozen feet in
height often appear, asking if these are
not record heights for this flower. The
sunflower with which Suburbia is be-
decked reaches a height of twenty feet
in its native tropical America., and has
flowers of from 12 to 24 inches in diam-
eter.

We do not heed the full possibilities of

:lhis flower in
i 8row it , as a

Elsewhere they
Its seed makes

a magniticent food for cattle and poul-
itry, and yields a waluable oil, a gallon
to the bushel,' and 50 bushels of seeds to
the acre. The sceds have medicinal prop-
i erties, too, and in places they make
{ nourishing fgnd for infants from them.

{ They a

a dessert to the Russian., who

eats them inste d of nuts. The Red In-

dian makes his bread

from the seeds.

Bees get unlimite honey from the flower:
cattle are nouri 1 by the leaves: the

e fuel, and altogether the sun-
fiawer is about as valuable, if properly
utilized, as is the millet in which the
Jg;.s are j now sniping the Russlans.
You w ver t an idea of the fecun-
dity of the st ower until an old garden

having a few of them has run wild for
year. Then in every bed and border,

| the gravel paths, in the lawn, in every

a
in

limaginable corner, sunflowers, self-seed-
o
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