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The Sealing

Fleef

At lts Zenith

‘When the Ships sailed March 1st

‘five cent plece went astray. The. same

Conception Bay by horse and carriage,
sleigh or catamaran, often over the
ice in the bay, and John to-day, after
his half a century with his tremend-
ous responsibility of former years,
has proved himself a worthy son of a

1 worthy sire.

THREE TRIPS IN. ONE YEAR.
‘I know of only four men who made
three trips in the one year in sailing
vessels, viz: Capt. Dick Britt in the
Julia, in the forties. He was an Irigh-
man; Capt. John Murphy in the Wil-
liam about the same date. He was al-
so an Irishman; Capt. Wm. Whelan
of Brigus, ohe of the greatest sealkill-
ers in our history, and Capt. Billy
Roberts (surnamed the “Dandy”), al-
so of Brigus. Capt. Roberts was called
the “Dandy,” because that was  the
name of hig vessel. “Her name s
Dandy, and she is a dandy,” was a
favorite expression of his. o1

There is one individual whose his-
tory goes back until it is lost in anti-
quity. No one can tell for certain how
he originated, or whence -hé came.
Neéverthéless he has always -existed,
and is as<afrong and vigorous at the
present day, as he was in the days

that ubiquitous individual—the jink-
er. No Newfoundland sealer is without
a thorough, and oftéen a melancholy
knowledge of the jinker. For to him
is often attributed the misfortune of
16sing a trip of fat, when the seals

component part. From my childhood I

{ll-omened individual. This much must
be borne in mind in connection with

| the jinker, and it gave strength to the

unshaken conviction of our sealers
with regard to this unwelcome cus-

| may be said of his son, John, Coughlam,.
| to-day, who for years carriéd hun-{.
dreds of thousands of dollars ‘round |-

of jowlers of historic fame. I refer to
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BLUCHER AND BUSKIN DAYS.

The blucher and the buskin wera
the only protecticn against intense
frost and the frequent immersions
{they were subieat to in workiug be-
! fore their vessels on the ice in order
to open out a passage to the “patch-
es.” In those days all the sealers
‘carred an ample supply of pokers,
from 15 to 19 feet long, with an iron
i start 1in the end of'it and when jammed
-gvery man was suppliéd with one of
‘Ethese, and they worked before their

seemed within easy reach of ihe crow, ! ships night and day, no matter hoW | pypcel, Graham, Freeham, Halleran
of whom he was, unformately, 2 the weather was,.and in this mannst{wmilowney, Pike, Wilte, Jackman,

{by the force of thsolute defermin-

possible way. To

{ encountered and even dife itseif plac-

1 in going out to the ice they took their

{means confined to any one section of
jour countrymen. \ All over the island
5} instances could he

i of Newfoundlanders when in pursuit
j-of their dangercus and hazardous vo-
i cation, which circumstances and en-
Jvironment compellgd them ta follow.
{ That they ‘were a cauntless and fear-

-} and dangers to less cxperienced navi-
} gators were often utilized by
:} mariners as means of safety and pro-

| ing mariner as these fioating menaces

money Was earned :
) accomplish  this
end, risks. had to be run, hardships’

ed ip danger, and this vot alone onee,
but’ over and over sgain. It may be
said of the-sealers of those days that

lives fn their own hauds, The spirit
of adventure and daring. is by no

multiplied of
courage and self-sacrifice on the part

less race of men numerous instancea
may be cited to prove. The perils

our

tection. Take for instance that ter-
ror to “those that go down to the sea
in ships"-—the iceberg. Nothing—not
- even fog or a lee shore is possessed
of so much terror to the forsign-go-

to navigation. Yet, our hardy seal-
ers are so familiar with.these travel-
ling mountains of the deep, that it is
a common occurrence to moor their
ships to them, ard eafely ride out a
terrific . gale under the lee of their
protection,

101 SAILING VESSELS IN 1843,

In the 'year 1843 there ‘'were
101 sailing wessels, -with a total
of 9378 tons and %,030 men, sailed
from St. John's, and as masters of
these are the names of the heroes
who will live forever in our history

Mealy, Duff, Barron, Ryan, Sjlver}

ili rith stories of this | ; o3
have been familiar with stori | ation, and continual battle with the' o Ll . o o0 ‘rers whose descen-

forces of Nature, they managed to

bring the vessel in the neighbourhoul

of the coveted whiteconts. No man,

:who has made a study of the history

of the seal-fishery in ike early forties

(H. F. SHORTIS).

In the fifties and sixties of the past
century the sealing fléet was at the
gzenith of its glory, both with regard
to the quality of the vessels employed
and the reputation of the masters.
‘What a sight has been lost to the pres-
ent generation to witness the great dis~
play of those.hundred sail of vessels,
mll with sails set, flags flying in all
parts of the harbor, waiting the time
when the channel would be opened up
to permit them to proceed on their
voyage. It was customary during those
hard springs, when the harbor was
full of ice, to select one of the num-
ber of vessels, and all the crews unit-
ing, numbering about four thousand
men, provided with great hawsers; and
headed by bands of mmsic, haul: the
wessel through the channed, which had
been cut with great saws, making anp
opening through which all the others
connected, and thus get out in clear
water. I remember one year particu-
larly in my old home (about 1866),
when the British Band was employed,
‘and on going out on the ice, Mr. Wil-
liam Ford fell in and would have been
drowned only the big drum (he was
Wrummer in the band) flcated him un--
il he was hauled out by two men from
[the shore, who witnessed his plight
snd went to his assistance. The ma-
ority of those vessels were built in
iNova Scotia and Prince Edward Is-
d, and it is a matter of history that
re Newfoundland Bank Notes were
Bn ctreulation in Prince Bdward Is-
7and in the fifties and sixties than:
Ahere were in Newfoundland itself.
fThris<is not to be wondered at; because.
@very vessel purchased by our com-
mercial men cost from six to twelve
thousand dollars. ‘These vessels were
given to the skippers to clear, which
they sometimes did in.one spring, as
was the ease with Capt. John ' Pum-
phrey and Capt. James L. Keefe, and
many others.
The most of us.remember the days

-tles such as

when one of our skippers required a

crowd to haul down his vessel at the
wharf to effect some necessary re-
palrs. All that was required was for
himself and a few others to plant
themselves along the street and ac-
cost every man and youth who passed
by with: “Good mogning. Come down
to the wharf and give us a haul,” to
raise a sufficient crowd to meet re-
quirements, and St. John's would be
kept alive with the well-known chan-
“Off to Alabema,” My
Bonnies Brown Girl,” “I'm Bound to
the Rio Grande,” “Johnny Boker,” etc.,
after which the skipper would either
bring them to his own house or the
nearest hotel to partike of spirituous
nourishment .to . tranquilize - the
nerves after their strenuous exer-
tions. Yo do "mnot think that the
soft drinks of the present day, such
as coca-cola, orange crush, ginger
pop and all the other effeminate bev-
erages would have the same effect in
raising a crowd. Often they would
(what. was until lately known as)
“stand the bee” for one hundred per-
sons, and the cost would not be much

greater than a large box of chocolates-

or a single bottle of Hennessey's XXX
at the present day. Money was no ob-
ject, and in my own experience, I
have seen bargains entered into, which
involved hundreds of pounds, Bnd the
contracting parties not having a sin-
gle word of writing on them, but sim-
ply their own word of honor, which
was -indeed seldom, if ever, known %o
be broken. If one were to do such, he
would be spurned and ostracised by
the whole pariy of ship-masters. I
have algo seen the late Mr. Smith, Mr.
Goldie or Mr. Randall Greene hand
the late Mr, William Coughlan pack-
ages containing at least one hundred
thousand dollars to be' conveyed to
Coneception Bay, via Portugal Cove, or
around the Bay, to pay the fishermen
in the fall of the year, or the sealers
in the spring, yet I have never known
any writing to pass between them
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tomer on board ship, that, Wherever i,nq the two succeeding decades, ~an
he went, no matter what prospect of{geny the fact that the men who pro-
a voyage was int sight, the fact of the | gocyted that industry were men of
pressnce of the jinker entirely ais-|invincible pluck, energy and endur-
heartewed them; and they were never!ance. The conditions cf the .times

In fact it would be a matter of the;.ages, proved themselves equal to the
greates® natorfets if a vessel having ,Loccasion. The fishermoen of the pres-
him on board kad been successful. TIjgnt day must feel justly proud of such
have never hesrd an imstance ¢lted | a5 ancestry. Owing 'to ‘the entire
when a jinker's -luck ¥ad left him. ! change in the mode of prosecuting
AT ITS ZENTTH ¥ROM THE FIFTIES the sealfishery, the men of the present
TO SEVENTIES, day have not such demands made up-

From the fifties to the seventies, as , ° their courage and eundurdnce, but

I have stated, the sealfishery, as a .1 have no doubt that if tl?e conditious
commercial industry, . was at its }I speak of wero rrevailing to-day,
zenith, and it ‘was 2 matter of eon- most of our hardy' fishermeén . would

troversy.  as to. whether, during that be equal to the occasion; as has been
% |amply proved by thosé of our penple

disappointed when luck forsook them';demanded such men, -cnd they, i all

ing and productive enterprise, was
equal, if not superior to the codfish-
ery. When we take into account the
mode of conducting the sealfishery of
those days, 'and the vast number of
appliances which were then necessary
for the carrying out of the voyage, it
will be seen that, as a labor-giving
business, it was broader and more.ex-

period, the sealfishery as a Ia,bor—giv—!

| who have accompanied the various
| expeditions in search of the North
{ Pole. That the spirit of do and dare
. was conspicuously ¢eveloped in the
"Vikings who captained our sealing
{erews of old cannot be denied, hut
| great as:their fortitnde and courage
Iwere, all wouid have bheen of no
tavail were they pot hacked up by the
ldetem.m'led men who served under

pansive than it is to-day. The black-lth Yo B daow :
smith, tinsmith, shoemaker, sailmak-| em,, In those days, & &chooner hav-

dants are amongst us to-day. They
all claimed the same ancestry. They
were English, Irishi- end Scotch or
their off-spring. They were posses-
sed of the sameé pluck and daring, and
they were, above all things, eminently
successful in their undertakings. His-
tory has beem vary careful to hand
~dowh to posterity the -explpits of
Richard the lion-hearted, or ' Brien
Boru when wielding his ponderous
hattle-axe, and of Wallace's exploits
of valor with his wonderful sword,
which ig exhibited to this day; but
no one has placed on record the feat
of the Newfoundland fisherman-seal-
er, holding a seven-foot flint-Jock gun
to his shoulder and firing -a charge
of ten inches of powder and shot from
its muzzle after carrying it for 10 or

15 miles over the ice-floc. | Few men
of the present generatjon would hold!
the implement in a horizonal
ition from the shoulder, not to speak
of firing a charge therefrom.
strongly of apinicn that if there was
an analytical contract drawn between

and that of the old flint-lock of former |
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vears, the palm would be awarde’dé
to the hardy sealer of Newfoundlandl. | 3
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. {ing sécured 3,000 seals would net a
r, abipwright, farmer, and the ordin-| 1 >
it "hp - very comiforiable biil for the créw,' have long shawl collars with per-

but it must be. remembered that this haps pleated frills beneath.

ary laborer were all kept busy during
the winter months from December to
March in preparing for this important
enterprise. 3

The . farmer utilized his spare time
in procuring and supplying the num-
erous vessels with ballast. Even the
vessels, which were, during the year,
employed in foreign trade, had to un-
dergo considerable alterations before
1going to the ice. Yards had to be
struck and altered on square-riggers,
and in the case of fore-and-aft rigged
schooners they were supplied with
square-sails on the foremast, and
these were styled in local parlance
“begver-hat men’; and all this gave a
vast ‘deal of employment. From this it
will be seen that it was not slone in
the actual prosecution of the voyage,
but in the preparation thereof; a
source of ipcome was provided for the
people.

1 have often written about the dar-
ing of our people in pursuit_of their
calling; but it must not be forgotten
in thia connection that their power of
endurance was in keeping with their
courage. It is a well-known fact tht
the winters and springs of sixty years
ago were far more severe than those
of the present time. Everything goes
to prove that the men of thoge days
were possessed of iron constitutions.
There was no such & thing - at that
time as the comfortable skin boot of
later years.
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Just Folks.

By EDGAR A GUEST
| ——————

: SENTIMENT
It you can see in the bloom of tree

Or in the gleam of silver stream
Discover long forgotten ways:
If in & boy you glimpse the joy

cent, |
And elaimm from him some memory

dim,
You've still the touch of sentiment,

If vou are stirred hy call of bird
Ta search him out on hush or tree;
And make the quest to find his nest;
You're still the boy you used to be.
If in voyr throat a lump you noie
When others face & grief you've

known,

A hint of boyhood's happier days; |

%

You owned betore you'd earned a'
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