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The Truth Distasteful.

The Daily Patriot is now 
running as a serial an har­
angue, mostly fudge, recently 
delivered in the House of 
Commons by Mr. J. J. 
Hughes, M. P. for King's 
County. Instead of address­
ing himself to living issues, 
such, for instance as the ap- 
paling scandals unearthed by 
the civil service commission 
in the department of Marine, 
.Mr. Hughes manifests a 
strong penchant for antiqua­
rian research. Like his poli­
tical friends in our Provincial 
Legislature he delves into 
ancient history in the hope, 
doubtless, of Contributing in 
some degree, however small, 
to obscure the real issues be­
fore the public. He takes 
occasion, during his remarks, 
to express his dissatisfaction 
with the information furnish 
ed to the readers of the 
herald, by means of our 
Ottawa weekly letters. The 
writer of these letters is 
to Mr, Hughes a veritable 
b et e noire. We are not at all 
surprised at Mr. Hughes dis­
satisfaction with these Ottawa 
Letters. We have heard 
several of his friends expres­
sing similar dissatisfaction. 
These lettersare written by one 

^ of the most accomplished jour­
nalists irT Canada, ahd they 
contain plain truths acquired 
at first hand, right on the 
ground. They contain but a 
summary of the facts’ bearing 
on public questions, under the 
lime light at the Capital. The 
■verification of these truths is 
to be found in extenso in 
the leading daily papers of 
Halifax, St. John, Montreal, 
Toronto, Ottawa and other 
cities of Canada, except 
Charlottetown. The organ 
of the Liberal party here does 
not furnish its readers with 
any information, relative to 
the disclosures of depart 
mental scandals and other 
evidences of graft, in connec­
tion with the public business 
of the country. Oh no! the pol 
icy of silence and concealment 
suits it and Mr. Hughes much 
better under these circum 
stances. When the question 
of increased subsidy to 
Prince Edward Island was 
up for discussion in the House 
of Commons on March 25, 
1907. Mr. Lefurgy moved 
that the subsidy to this Pro­
vince, for government and 
legislation, be $128,000 a year1 
instead of $100.000. This 
motion was supported by Mr. 
Martin and Mr. McLean, who 
have the interests of our Pro 
vince at heart. But when a 
division was taken on the mo­
tion, Mr. Hughes was found 
voting against it. He had 
the hardihood to stand up in 
his place in the House of 
Commons and vote to deprive 
Prince Edward Island of 
$28,000, which was only a 
fraction of what is her due. 
That is how Mr. Hughes 
exerts himself for the benefit 
of his Province. Our readers 
were made aware of this fact 
at the time through our Ot­
tawa Letter. That is pro­
bably one reason why Mo 
Hughes does not like the kind 
of information furnished our 
readers, by means of these 
letters. Numerous other in­
stances of Mr Hughes's failure 
to stand up for his Province, 
and of his failure to keep his 
promises have been recorded 
an these letter^ and otherwise 
in the Herald, hence his

chagrin. Instead of taking 
exception to the facts record­
ed in our Ottawa letters, Mr. 
Hughes should have told 
why he has failed to keep his 
promise to resign his seat, if 
the Elmira branch railway 
were not built, within two 
years from the last general 
Dominion election. He 
solemnly made the promise, 
at the opening meeting of the 
election campaign of 1904, in 
hall at St. Columba, that if 
he were elected and the Gov­
ernment returned to power 
he would have the Elmira 
branch railroad built within 
two years, or he would resign 
his seat. He was elected, 
and the Government he sup­
ports was returned ; but the 
Elmira branch has not been 
built and Mr. Hughes has 
not Resigned his seat. Better 
for him to furnish the public 
some information on these 
and other derelictions of pub­
lic duty and broken promises, 
than haranguing the multitude 
in his munchausen fashion.

The Financial Discussion

The budget debate in the 
Legislature came to a close 
on Friday evening last, when 
the motion to go into com­
mittee was passed, and some 
progress was made in voting 
supply. During the debate, 
the Opposition members 
strongly attacked the Govern­
ment position but the defense 
from the Government side 
was very weak. As a matter 
of fact, the Government 
scarcely attempted any de- 
fenceof their policyand record. 
The line of action by the 
members of the Executive 
and those supporting them, 
aimed at obscuring the real 
issues before the public and 
keeping in the back ground 
their own record for the past 
seventeen years. One after 
another of the members on 
the Government side rose 
and discussed everything 
under the sun, but the con­
duct of public affairs under 
the Liberals since 1891. 
Every one of them referred 
to the $200,000 withdrawn 
from Ottawa twenty-five 
years ago. It mattered not 
that this matter had been so 
explained, that even ths dull 
est could see that the Liberals 
were responsible for that 
withdrawal and that, after the 
money was received, our capi­
tal at Ottawa was yielding us 
$10,000 a year more than 
when the Conservatives as­
sumed the reins of power. It 
was so convenient, you 
know ; it required no thinking; 
no origination of ideas ; no in­
tellectual exertion or endeavor 
to formulate arguments against 
the heavy onslaughts jbf 
the Opposition. All that was 
required was to repeat, parrot­
like, what the Premier had 
said about this mattgf. They 
are his obsequious followers 
and how could they better 
prove their fidelity than by say­
ing what he said. Imitation is 
the sincerest kind of flattery. 
Even Mr. Smith, the mild- 
mannered member from 
Hampton, who seldom speaks, 
and who would scarcely be 
expected to throw very much 
light on an important ques­
tion, had off by heart his little 
piece about the $200.000, and 
repeated it just as nicely as 
any of them.

The debate on the Opposi­
tion side was admirably sus 
tained. In addition to the 
splendid speech of the Leader, 
Mr, Mathieson, concluded in 
this issue, able and con vine 
ing addresses were made by 
Mr, Prowse,.Mr. Morson, Mr. 
McDonald, Mr. McKinnon 
and Mr. Fraser. Besides 
these Mr. Kickham, who sel­
dom speaks, and Mr. Ken­
nedy a new member, made 
important contributions to the 
debate. We hope, Jn cjiie 
tin>e, to present some report 
of these. Mr. Prowse dealt 
very fully with the Hnat>cial 
problem staring us in the face, 
and presented most valuable 
calculations regarding our 

Idebt and deficits. A report

of his speech follows these 
introductory remarks.
The tactics of the Govern­
ment members throughout 
the debate was most abject 
and contemptible. When­
ever the Opposition pressed 
them into a tight corner and 
exposed something specially 
rotten, the defense was put 
up, that the Conservatives did 
something nearly as bad when 
they were in power. Could 
anything be more despicable 
than this manner of argu 
ment, or attempt at argument? 
Suppose we were to assume 
for the sake of argument, that 
these charges against the 
Conservatives were true, 
what then ? When the Con­
servatives were in power, the 
Liberals now in power, 
then in Opposition, railed 
against them on account of 
their manner of conducting 
the public business. Let but 
the Liberals come into office, 
they said,and all this would be 
changed ; an improved public 
service would be given to the 
Province. This everlasting 
banging of the Opposition 
had its effect, -and the Con 
servativas lost the govern­
ment. Their opponents, who 
had held up to condemnation 
the actions of the Govern­
ment of that day, took office, 
and have held it ever since. 
Now, at the end of seventeen 
years, their official conduct is 
shown to be so rotten and so 
deserving of utter condem­
nation, that they themselves 
cannot say one word* in its 
defence. They can only hark 
back, that these things were 
no better under the Conser­
vatives. This shows, either 
that they came into power 
under false pretences never 
intended to improve the pub­
lic service, or that they have 
been utterly incapable of im­
proving it. By their own ad­
mission they have been either 
deceivers or incapables. 
Whichever horn of the 
dilemma th^eehoose proves 
them absolutely unworthy of the 
people's confidence. After all 
these years pn office, they dare 
not refer t<i their record and can 
only fall back upon any bad 
features they imagine they dis­
cover in the conduct of a gov­
ernment, nearly every member of 
which has long since disappeared 
from political life. It would be 
difficult tq imagine a more abject 
and despicable position than this. 
Is that the manner of Government 
the people of this Province wish 
to see continued in charge of their 
business ?

MB. PROWSE’S SPEECH.
Mr. Prowse in opening remark­

ed that the Budget Speech we 
fieard from the Premier took us 
back to aneient history, He 
might therefore perhaps be ex 
cused for looking back also. In 
the year 1879 the Liberals went 
ont of office, leaving a debt accord­
ing to the 4Lj<Jitgr’s statement of 
851,740,000. That amount taken 
from the 8128,429.21, shown to 
have been owing by the Province 
on the 81st December, 1890—just 
hqfcjre the Conservatives left office 
—leaves a balança (û£ «debt 
chargeable to the Conservatives of 
876,688.34. So that in the twelve 
years they V»re in office the Con­
servatives went into debt at the 
rate of 86,390.69 per year. For 
the debt they incurred they could 
ehow permanent buildings and 
other pubJjg works.

While the Premier undertook 
to give ns a great dove of figures he 
forgot to lay that the Conserva­
tives obtained an addition to the 
subsidy of $20,000 per year. This 
amount pays the interest on the 
£200,000.00 drawn from capital, 
about which the premier made so 
much talk and it’leaves a net gain 
to the credit of the Conservatives 
of 81Q.000 a year for all time to 
aome. The Liberals bave had the 
benefit of this, but the Premier 
quite overlooked the fact. Messrs 
Chalmers and Davison reported 
that on the 24th of April, 1891, 
the date on which the Conserva­
tives left office, the total debt and 
liability of the Province, immedi­
ate and prospective, amounted to 
the snm of 8171,000. Bat the 
next report.of the Public Accounts 
issued by the Government’s own 
gyorn auditor, showsjthe liabilities 
tq have been at that date $158,- 
450.19—proving the amount as 
reported by Messrs Chalmers and 
Ijavison to have been unfairly 
swelled for party purposes.

As the Premier has gone into 
ancient history it may not be im­

proper to follow him there, and to 
go over the series of deficits that 
have been accumulated by the 
Liberal party. Starting out with 
a debt of $128,429.21 on the 31st 
December, 1890, just before the 
Liberals took office, let us see how 
the debt was accumulated 

First term of three years :
Dec, 31,1&90, debt $128,429.21

“ 1891, deficit 30,33920
“ 1892, 37,651.29
" 1893, 119,942.33

$316,462.03
Second term of four years :

Dec. 31, 1894, deficit $20,164.21 
“ 1895, 32,862.80
“ 1896, 14,135.35
" 1897, 38,201,65

$421,826.04
Third term of three years :

Dec. 31, 1898, deficit $42,331.75
1899,
1900,

36,915.03 
95,938 16

$597,010.98
Fourth term of fonr years ;

Dec. 31,1901, deficit $51,202.07 
" 1902, 12,12211
“ 1903, $20,471.94
“ 1904, 68,149.63

$748,956.73 
Fifth term of 2 years and nine 

months :
Dec. 31,1905, deficit $46,116,97 
Sep. 30, 1906, 27,961,54

" 1907, 45,679.85

$868,715 09 
Deduct from this amount $128, 

429.21 due on the 31st December, 
1890, and we have a total deficit, 
accumulated in the last seven­
teen years, daring which the 
Liberals were in office of $740,- 
285.88.

This is a fair statement of the 
figures and the facts. It is a fair 
statement of the case. During 
that time be it remembered, the 
Liberals drew from the people by 
taxation the snm of $855,641.43. 
In the face of this fact, is it not 
wonderful that the Government 
press have the gall to tell the 
people that the Liberals have re­
deemed their promises to make 
ends meet. This is the worst 
record that any set of men ever 
gave to this Province. And re­
member, Mr. Speaker, that the 
public works have not been kept 
up as well by the Liberals as by 
the Conservatives.

For instance : The Conserva­
tives spept on bridges in nipe 
years the snm of $213,536.13, or 
at the rate of $23,726.23 per year ; 
while the Liberals spent in the 
seventeen years they have been 
in office $366,590.41, or at the rate 
of $21,565.14 per year. So that 
the average excess of expenditure 
by the Conservatives on bridges 
was $2,1Q2.Q9 ppr ye*r. Tfieq the 
Conservatives spent on wharves 
in nine years, $64,883.41, being 
$7,209 26 per year; and the Lib 
erals spent on wharves in seven­
teen years, $87,905.18, being at 
the rate of $5,170.89 per year— 
g bowing pp average esçegs by the 
Conservatives spept qn jyfiarveg 
of $2,038.37 per year. That is to 
gay, tfle Liberals spept qp bridges 
and wharves $4,200 less per year, 
during the past seventeen years 
they have been in office than the 
Conservatives did while they were 
in offjcg, *

Again, as to roads, the Conser­
vatives spent in nine years $215,- 
008.30, being at the rate of $23,- 
888.00 per year, and the Liberals 
spent daring thirteen years of 
^eir term §29,763.89, or at the 
rate of $22,443.38 per year. Jn 
addition to this, in the four elec­
tion years there have been while 
they were tn office, they spent 
$132,327.82. That is to say in the 
thirteen non-election years they 
spent $1,445.32 less per ysar than 
the average of the Conservatives 
on roads.

But the Liberals spent on roads 
in election years more than in the 
non-electiqn years $lQ,q3§.57 Per 
year. These figures tell their 
own story. This House and the 
country know that the roads have 
not in recent years, been half 
looked after. They are not near • 
fy as well looked after ’as they 
were eightepn years ago.

Now a few words as to the flu 
ancial condition of the country 
as it affects the people. Suppose 
we had put on the brakes and 
stopped the expenditure on the 
31st of December, 1890—how long 
would it have taken to wipe opt 
the debt then due ? The subsidy 
would have supplied the money 
required in just 267 days, or in a 
little less than nine months the 
subsidy—which was only $183,- 
5 J 9.86 per year—wogld 
squared the account, ^ow lef us 
turn to Liberal side of the account. 
Qn the 3Qth September next, only 
geven months in the future the 
debt will be $1,045.452.01 p and 
although the subsidy received

from the Dominion, including the 
last increase amounts to $272,- 
181.88, it would take 1400 days 
or three years and ten months of 
that subsidy to square the debt. 
Now, let us compare the debts. 
In 1890 the debt including unfin­
ished contracts, was $134,048.04 ; 
and the population was 108,928, 
so that the debt per head was 
$1.23 and per family $6.15. In 
1908 the debt, including unfin­
ished contracts, will he $1,045,- 
452.01 ; and the population 100,- 
000, so that the debt per bean will 
be $10,45 and per family $52.25. 
Then look at the taxation the 
people now have to pay. The 
people have paid taxes to the Lib­
erals to the amount of $938,614,- 
14, or to the amount of $9,38 per 
head, and $46.90 per family. So 
that we have a burden of debt 
and taxation amounting to $19.88 
per head and #99,15 per family. 
This is represented by debt and 
liabilities to September 30th, 1908, 
#1,045,452.01 ; taxation #938,- 
514.14, showing a ‘ grand total of 
burden on a population of 100,000 
people amounting to #1,984,066.15

Let us hope that the men in the 
government will be men enough 
to give us the public accounts of 
the current year before they go 
to the people. The Premier ad­
mits that there will be a deficit at 
the end of this year. He admits 
that the party has failed in the 
past senenteen years to make 
ends meet,—and now he hopes to 
work up a surplus by borrowing 
money. If a man should attempt 
to run his business in that way, 
he would soon come to ruin. It 
is not right that the public busi- 
aess should be run, in a way that 
no man with;, any sense would 
think of running his own busi 
ness. A great deal of fault has 
been found, with the Conserva­
tive party by the Premier, for 
taking off the taxes, but the Lib­
erals went to the country in 1891 
and again in 1893 declaring that 
it was not their intention to im­
pose taxation. They imposed 
taxation, however, immediately 
after tbe ejection of 1893 ; and 
they have imposed taxes ever 
since. The Premier also states 
that the Conservatives were able 
to obtain large amounts from the 
Dominion government. The Lib­
erals should have helped the Con­
servatives to obtain the amounts 
of those claims, instead of oppos­
ing them as they did at every 
point,

Mr. Prowse maintained that 
it was never anticipated that 
a tax would have to be imposed 
upon the people of this Island. 
In support of this statement, Mr. 
Prowse quoted the words of £$ir 
George Çartier aqç| ft|sq the words 
of Mr. (now Sir) Louis Davies, 
showing the belief of the public 
men prior to confederation, that 
taxation of the land would not 
have to be resorted to.

With Mstetqeqti these be- 
fqr-p them, how can the present 
party justify the enormou* expen 
tJitUres they have been making 
during the last seventeen years ? 
According to the report of the 
Public Accounts, the debt on the 
30th of September last was $801,- 
922.47, add tbe interest in loans 
$11,00433, unfinished contracts 
$43,304.84 and you’ve a total of 
$855,331.64. Between the 30th 
of September 1907 and the 29th 
of February, 1908, there were ex­
pended $185,308.96, and thçrç 
<çere repejyed by tbe government 
$17-5,807.36,—showing a deficit 
from those five months of $9,501.- 
00 and the debt of the Province 
at that date, $864,833.24 The ex- 
penditure for those five months, 
as stated was $185,308.96, equal 
to $37,061.79 per month, At the 
eaqje thpfe being seven
montfis yet fq pass before the 
end of the fiscal year, the 
peqditurçs would at the end of the 
seven months of the current year 
be $74,135.08 receipts for the 
same time $185,296.73 —showing 
a deficit of #74,135 80 for the last 
seven months of the current ye^r 
aqd the debt q{ the prqyinee at the 
present rate, $938,969.04 Que 
years increase of foterpqf due on 
loans and the unfinished contracts 
that will then be outstandnig, may 
be fairly estimated at $36,000. Add 
the unearned part of the subsidy 
that will be received July 1st, 
1908, which is for use ('or jpj 
months, ifhile the account closes 
September 8Q, 1908, only three 
months after July 1st. 1908,— 
$70,842.97—.and the total debt 
and liabilities of Prince Edward 
Island on the 30th of Sep. 1908 
will be $1,045,452.01,

Qur assets at Ottawa on the 
31st. of December, 1890, amqyqft 
ed to $963,183-40 i and we had 
liabilities of $128,429.21—making 
the balance in favor of the pro­

vince on the 31st. of December,1 
1890, of $797,753.19, How stands 
our assets at Ottawa now ? Pre- j 
mier Haszard said in the course 
of his Budget speech, that we 
have now added at Ottawa assets | 
amounting to $943,847 with lia­
bilities of $866,485. So that the 
balance in our favor on the 30th 
of September last ffiad been re­
duced from $797,753.19, when the 
Liberals came in to $77,363. Let
us follow this out to the 30th 
September 1908. The assets at 
Ottawa will be $943,847, and the 
debt and liabilities of the Pro­
vince will then be, as shown $1,- 
045,452, making a balance against 
u? at tbe end of next year of Sioi, 

■605. All our capital at Ottawa will 
then in fact be wiped out and nearly 
$103,000 more. How can this gov­
ernment contend, in view of this 
statement, that they have fulfilled 
their promises ?

How can supporters of the govern­
ment throughout the country con­
tinue their support of men who have 
so lamentably failed ? Reasonable 
men rtfhst withdraw their support 
from the Liberal patty now in office. 
There must be in this Province, ere 
long, just as big a sweep as there has 
lately been in New Brunswick.

It took the Liberals twenty years 
to get an increase of subsidy amount 
ing to $70,000. The delegates who 
went to Ottawa to negotiate on be­
half of this Island were asked to put 
in their claims. They failed. They 
missed their opportunity. In 1886, 
when tbe Island had been only thir­
teen years in Confederation tbe Sul 
livan government did the best they 
could so as far as they coufd then 
see. They obtained an addition to 
our subsidy of $20,000 per year 00 
account of the great public works 
that had been undertaken in Canada 
up to that time. Now we have been 
twenty-one years longer is the Union 
and members of tbe government 
should have seen, long ere this, that 
our expectations had not been ful­
filled. It has been shown by the 
Leader of the Opposition that we pay 
$700,000 a year more than we get
from the government at Ottawa. We
are being bled by high taxation and 
we are not gettiog our proper share or 
nearly our proper share of the public 
expenditures. In 1886 our delegates 
made a claim for $5 000,000. The 
claim was not too high, and when the 
men now in office, sold out that 
claim for $30,000 a year, they made 
a wretched bargain, Continuons 
communication has not yet been ob­
tained. The government have not 
insisted as they ought to have done 
that the terms of Confederation in 
that regard sfioqlfi fie carried out. 
Jo conclusion, Mr. Prowse expressed
the hope that united action would y g
taken. It was unfortunate tt.-^ j 
the past there was som»_ j0flueDce al. 
ways working against us, our repre­
sentatives at Ottawa and the Press 
have taken the matter up and he 
hoped that the day is coming when 
tbç people will be heard and when 
justice will be done (Applause).

Stanley Bros.
Curtains !

0 ■»

BOBBINET
RUFFLED

CURTAINS.

Lace Curtains 
in an immense 
variety of 
weaves and pat­
terns. Some of 
the loosare, Not­

tingham, Swiss, Irish and Net. 
Also Curtains by the^yard.

Good quality Lace Curtains 
thirty inches wide, two and a 
half yards long . 35c. pair.

Better quality Lace Curtains 
forty-two inches wide and three 
yards long 85c. pair

Extra fine Nottingham Lace 
Curtains, splendid pattern, forty- 
six inches wide and three yards 
long $1.25 pair

Ready-to-Weariôô

Cloth Shirts.

Sessional Indemnity.

Monday of ibis week was the most 
exciting day, in the Legislature, of 
the whole session. The matter of 
sessional indemnity was warmly dis 
cussed during the afternoon, and 
when this item of expenditure was 
reached in committee in the evening 
the discussion was renewed, with the 
result of ao all night session. The 
House rose at <j o'clock Tuesday 
mornjog.

After rou'ine Monday forenoon, 
Mr. Mathieson rose to a question of 
privilege and said: “I wish to refer 
to statements made in the Patriot and 
Guardian of the nth inst, respecting 
the sessional indemnity of $»oo- paid 
to same of the members at the close 
of last session. The change involv­
ed an increase of $28 00 to mem­
bers residing in Charlottetown and a 
smaller increase graduating down to 
a few dollars for those residing at 
outside points.

The Patiiot igys that, “The 
Guardian's painful secret" Is out at 
last, and we trust our morning con­
temporary feels relieved. The 
moqqtlin to labor has brought forth 
a mouse.'

‘There is no act of Parliament 
governing the sessional allowance of 
members It is granted annually by 
vote of the House, (previous to 1879 
the seasiqnai allowaoee, was two hun 
dred dollars, together with travelling 
expenses and twelve dollars to each 
member (or stationery and postage, 
as may be seen from the following 
extract from the Journal of tbe House 
of assembly, 1878 :

“Resolved, that there be granted 
and placed at the disposai of the 
Government^ a sqm suflücieet, out of 
the açqoqnt wed for the contingen­
cies of the Bouse of Assembly, to 
pay the Speaker of tbe House $500.- 
00 and each member $200 00 for his 
attendance during the present session, 
together with his travelling expenses 
in coming to and returning from the 
House of ^netnbly ^ aqd aha the 
sqm of to eaçh member of the 
House for stationery and postage,"

In 1879 the amoqqi was reduced 
to one bqndigd and sixty dollar», to­
gether with tre veiling expenses and 
twelve dollars for stationery, postage, 
etc.

“Lait year a proposal was made

We have a 
large assort­
ment of Ready­
made Skirts, all 
the newest pat- 
ternsjmd styles 

in both plain cloths and fancy 
tweeds, $2.^5, $3.50, $4-25, etc-

Stanley Bros.
JAM I JAM I

WHEN YOU BUY JAM ASK FOR'

Maddigan’s Jam.
OUR JAMS ARE

Manufactured from Island Grown
Fruits,

And are guaranteed to be ab­
solutely piire.

Sold in Charlottetown by-

Patrick Duffy 
John Mahar 
James Duffy 
Percy Smallwood 
W. S. Brown 
Patrick Smith.
M. Duffy 
A Gates & Co 
Mrs Malone 
T L Smith 
John McKenna 
Captain T. White 
John Wheatley 
James Kelly 
M & A McLeod 
R B S^uarebrigs 
Mrs J R Warren 
Coffin & Co

Sold in Souris by—

M J Paquet 
Vincent, Mclsaac 
Sterns Son & Co.
J J Hughes & Co 
Paquet Bros 
Sterns & Son 
C C Carleton 
W D Currie

At Mount Stewart— 
A J Grant 

Georgetown—

J C Manuel 
Montague—

L B Mellish.
D J McLean 
Alex McLeod

tea.
If you have never tried eur Eureka Tea it will pay you 

to do eo, It is blended especially for our trad,3, and our 
tales on it show a continued increase. prio#, 25 ««nis 
per lb.

R. F. Maddigan & Co.
Eureka Grocery,

QUEEN STREET, CHARLOTTETOWN


