
HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY.

lency, that I very sensibly feel the weight and im-

portance of those obligations which devolve on me in
consequence of this appointment. Nevertheless,
your Excellency may fully rej that in the stuation in
which I am now placed, every exertion in my powcr
shal b. used in order ta promote the best interests
and prosperity of this Province, the honour of His
Mtajesy's Government, and the harmony of your Ex-
cellency's administration.

I beg further to observe toyour Excellency, that this
being the first meeting of the present Bouse of As-
sembly, a duty devolves on me, in their name, and on
behalf of His Majesty's faithful Commons of this Pro-
vince, most respectfully to request your Excellency to
grant, that th Members of the present Colonial Par-
liament, when in Session, may be f-oe from molestation
-that they may enjoy the freedom of speech in all
their debates--that they may possess the exclusive
right of judging of tihe conduct and qualifications of
their own members, and, if necessary, of prescribing
such penalties as nay be in accordance with the es-
tablished rules and practice of Parliament-and like-
wise that they may have frce access to your Excellency
whenever their duty and the public welfare requires
it. These and all other rights and privileges, whether
ancieat or modern, which the British Constitution
happily secures to the popular branch of the Legisia-
turc, I have humbly te beg of your Excellency that the
sane may be continued and confirmed to the present
House of Assembly."

The President of bis Majesty's Council
then replied-

I am commanded by His Excellency the Lieuten-
ant Governor to say, that His Excellency, being
fully assured of the prudence, loyalty. and good
niffection of the House of Assembly, docs most
willingly grant to them all their privileges, in as full
a manner as they have been at any time granted by
Ris Excellency, or any former Governor of this
Island."

The flouse baving returned, Mr. Speaker
reported, that when the House attended His
Excellency theî Lieutenant Governor this
day in the Council Chamber, His Excellency
was pleased to deliver a Speech to both
Bouses of the Legislature, of which, to pre-
vent mistakes, lie had procured a copy; and
he handed it in at the Clerk's Table, where it
,was read, and is as followeth:-

Mr. President, and Gentlemen of fis Majesty's
Council;

Mr. Speaker, ani Gentlemen of the House of
.2stembly;

His- Majesty baving been graciously pleased to
signify His Ioyal assent ta the Bill, limiting the
duration of the Legialative Assembly of this Island

to Four vears, I caused the late Colonial Parlia-
ment to be dissolved, directing Write to b. issued
for the election cf a new General Assembly, and I
bave now much satisfaction in meeting you in your
Legislative capacity.

In a retrospect of the past year, I have reason
to congratulate yon upon the cheering prospect
afforded by the increased developement of our inter-
nal resources.

Deeply interested in the agricultural prosperity of
the Colony, I refer with pleasure to the progressive
improvement which this essential branch of our na-
tional advancement continues to exhibit.

Under the blessing of Providence, the late Harvest
has proved most productive; and whilst the labour of
the husbandmnan has been thus rewarded with an abun-
dant increase, it will afford a powerful stimulus to
a perseverance in those habits of active industry, which
cannot fail in producing the happiest results.

It is with no less satisfaction that I am enabled
to state, that tlie Revenue of the last year shews an
increase over that oftbe preceding eone; and althougi
the expenditure for the same period las been con-
siderable, arising principally from the large sums re-
quired for the completion of the Publie Buildings
and Wharves, and in the establishment of an im-
perfect system of Quarantine, incident to our local
situation, at a time when our sister Provinces were
visited with that awful disease, the Asiatiz Cholera, I
have novertheless every confidence that, by a due
regard to economy in the estimates of the current year,
the temporary inconvenience which has been couse-
quently occasioned will be speedily remedied.

Mr. Speaker, and Genlermen of the House of
Jmssembly;

I shall take an early opportunity of directing the
Public Accounts to be Jaid before you; and I rely
upon your liberality and discretion ta make such pro-
vision for the services of the year as the exigencies of
the Government may require.

Mr. Presidenl, and Gen9lemen of Bis Majeshj's
Colmcil;

Mr. Speaker, and GentLemen of the House of
sumbly;

I shall submit to your consideration, by Message,
such matters of public interest as -1 may conceive
necessary to the general welfare of the Colony.

lu leavine you to -the discharge cf ,your impor-
tant duties, I have full confidence that your deliber-
ations will be peculiarly directed ta -such measures
as have for their object the .public good; and you
may depend on my rpady co-opertion:in those vievs
which may tend to promote the prosperity of the Co-

lony and the comfort and happiness of the people.

The House then proceeded to the choice-
of Olficers, and thereùpon,.


