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ed for traffic, the effect was instant and 
marked. Montreal started into new life with 
the completion of the Grand Trunk. Busi
ness flowed to ths city from the west, like 
a stream, which has increased annually in
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vol utoe to the present time, 
felt the beneficial effects both of the Great 
Western and Grand Trunk, and indeed, the 
whole of the late Province of Canada may 1 e 
said to have then entered upon a new state 
of commercial existence.

Our second era of railway building —which 
wo are now in'jthe midst of—promises to be 
quits as extensive, indued more extensive 
than the first* Quite s number of new roads 
are now in course of construction, the cost of 
which will be large. First among these, we 
have the Intercolonial, to connect Quebec 
and Halifax. The length of this line will be 
about 560 miles, and the cost certainly not 
less than $20,000,000. It is not improbable 
that it will be $5,000,000 more. Then we 
have the Canada Central, by which it is in
tended to connect Montreal and the Ottawa 
district. Pali of this line is now being built. 
If the project is fully carried out it will add 
a little over 200 miles to our railway system, 
which, at $25,000 per mile, would amount to 
$5,000,000. Then we have a short road 
from the Grand Trunk into the Madoc min
eral region, and also one from Whitby to 
Port Perry, a thriving village on lake Scngog. 
Coming westwards, the two narrow-guage 
roads projected in Toronto, challenge atten
tion, Both the Toronto, Grey and Bruce, 
and the Toronto and Nipissing, are partially 
constructed, and the success of both enter
prises— so creditable to the spirit and liberal
ity of the people of this city—is now certain. 
When finished, both of these railway* will 
be about 100 miles in length, and, if the es
timated cost of $15,000 per mile prove to bk 
sufficient, the expenditure upon them' will be 
$3,000.000. -fNext, we have the Wellington, 
Grey and Bruce railway. This road is now 
running to Elorn, and will be oj>en to Fergus 
in a few days. The length from Guelph to 
Southampton is $• miles, and the cost may 
be sat down at $20,000 per mile, which; would 
give a total of $1,960,000. To this list may 
be added, one, at least, of the proposed 
Southern roads. The Great Western loop 
line from Glencoe to Canfield (102 miles), 
has been sanctioned by the English Board ; 
and the Thompson line, from Fort Erie to 
Windsor,• with a branch to the St. Cla:r 
rivet (in all 275 miles), has already received 
several large bonuses from the counties inter
ested therein, and is quite popular through
out <lie Western pert of the jieninsula. That 
one or both of these roads will be made, 
and that immediately, now admits of no 
d< .ubt, and we may therefore add at least 200
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spirit. Few countries so young, can boast cf 
better railway facilities. According to the 
last official returns, we |>ossesaed about 20 
different lines, - small and great, whose 
united tracks extend over about 2,750 miles, 
and whose annual receipts were close upon 
$12,000,000. But we may now be said to 
have fully entered upon a second era of 
railway development, and when all the lines 
are finished which are now commenced, not 
to speak of others, certain to be constructed, 
i will be intersected in every direction
with railways.

The construction of the Grand Trunk and 
Great Western railways, and the several 
branches which lead to these chief arteries 
of communication, was our first railroad era. 
It was a period of unusual prosperity. 
During the years in which these roads were 
under construction, there must liave been 
cl,we upon $100,003,000 expended—the great
er portion of which was Qiglish capital. 
This expenditure gave a new impulse to our 
commerce. Trade, in all its branches, felt
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progress in Railway development, but w# 
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Taking] than, all these different railroads, 
now partly under contract, and some of them 
partly maele, the total length of them, when 
they are #•■: ij;,, uxl, will be over 1,300 unies, 
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ly felt by the whole country. 
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p and develop the great natu- 
,»f the country ; and it will 

make mo^ey tilentier. It will also affect the 
Value of renj estate, and serve to increase 
the comn|crd)ÉI activity and prosperity which 
at present exj|f.

Besides ilmxlifferent lines of now railways 
specified *l>oki', the construction of which, 
hither wholly/or in part, is now assured, 
there are : a great many other projects which 
merit publie attention. Chief among these 
are the Nerth Slu-re railway—the long-talked 
of line to coRn<*ct Quebec and Montreal by 
Die north »h*e of the St. Lawrence ; the 
proposed Miufcoka line, to connect that inv 
portant district with the Northern railway k 
the Hamilton and Port Dover road ; the 
branch from the*Great Western at Harris* 
burg to I*ant|gnl, and several others. Befuri| r" 
many years w*1><'lieve most of these pnijecte 
will be carried Sut, and cverything-points, at 
the present time, to the speedy construction 
of the Capaduil Pacific railway, which will 
span the ‘ointment and unit# the Atlantic 
and Pacific oceans. From all this it will be 
keen that ra§way development is going 
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