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Grain Inspection in Canada
By ROBERT MAG ILL, MA., Rh.D.

Chief Commissioner lioarJ of Ljrain Commissioners for Canada

THE INTERIOR OF THE GRAIN INSPECTORS' OFFICE IN THE GRAIN EXCHANGE WINNIPEG
- It I» hei c iintl by these inspectors that the grade is set for all grain passing thru Winnipeg i

Jt is doubtful whether t hr majority of 
farmers realize the vast, complex ma 
ch,ine which is set in motion’ as. soon a> 
their grain begins to move from t he 
farms towards t. < head of. i he. la m--,. 
from whence it s flisti ilmted to all 
parts of tlie world. The Nonunion gov 
eminent, realizing that information in 
regard to the* handling of grain couched 
in somewhat simpler terms tha n those of; 
The Canada < 1 ra. n Ad, would not only 
be much apprer i; ♦ r. 1 by farmers but 
would also -lie ver;, \ diiable aw an < dll 
cat i fin a I medium and tend *to do away 
with many misunderstanding'- uid'di 
formerly exist* d. a ut hoi i zed t lie publica 
t ion of a booklet de-c i i ut ivc ot the 
method- of handling grain in W- -tern 
Canada. The 'publient ion i- an extreme 
ly good one,* both from the standpoint 
of a 11 root i venons it being prof use ly 
illustrated with pliot og i a | I - do- rjptive 
of eve ry plume of the g ra in h a nd I i n 1 
business, and even more - o from the 
-tan.fipoint of ed in- it ionu I • a lue. im-c 
it is" cf>uehed in -impie language and 

•a Is thoroughly ■ it h all branche- of 
gra in i n - p< et i n n ndej- the < a nada < I ra in 
Act. The booklet l entitled “Crain 
fnspeet ion in Canada, ” and i- the w< 1 
of Robert Magill. M A.. Ph/Jb. < ■. . ■? 
Comm i - -1 une r of the Hoa rd of Gram

but still be unfit for milling, either In­
ca use it is a fleet ed b . diseases such as 
smut; or luMgt use it contains too large 
a percent affe of moisture, which renders 
j,t Kiijgh da -uj or v et : or because ,t. is 
dirty or musty; or because it is heating 
or binburnt. A second important j»arf 
of iaspect irig relat-•*- accordingly 1 o what 
i-- called the con ,. am of the grain.

,'L It mav be j ee from all the above 
and still vn ry in value for milling pur

poses. There are many varieties of 
wheat, differing in t heir yield of Hour 
both as to fjuality and quantity. Wheat 
grown as hard spring wheat may eon 
lain too large a percen t ago-, of other 
varieties to be graded high. Arid when 
this; is not the case, different lots of 
hard spring wheat, may vary in weight 
per bushel, in eolor, in plumpness, arid 
: hose fjualitiés which are best for the 
production of high class flour. The sir

prerrie t« -1 of wheat is its milling and 
linking value, and. judged by this test 
wheat as delivered by the farmer shows 
many and wide variations. The result 
i n g classes are railed “grades,’’ and 
similarly there are grades of oats, bar 
le\ and flu x.

The tirades of Ora in
The Canada tira in Aet divides grain 

into live general rlasses, which it names: 
“No grade, “ condemned, ’ ’ “reject 
ed, ’ ’ “ c<»mmereiiil grade,’’ and “statu 
tory grade.’’

“No grade’’ iney ns all good grain 
that has an excessive moist tire, being 
tough, damp or wet, or otherwise unfit 
for warehousing.

“Condemned grain’’ menus all grain 
that is in a heating condition or is badly 
bin burnt, whatever grade it might 
otherwise be.

“Ifejeefed grain’’ means all grain 
that is unsound, - musty, dirty, smutty 
or sprouted, or that contains a large 
admixture of other kinds of grain, 
seeds or wild oats, or from any ot her 
cause is unfit lo.be classed under any 
of Co* recognized grades.

“ Commercial grade’’ means grain
which, hern use of' climatic or other con 
dit ions, cannot be included in t.he 
grades provided for in the Art. More 
particularly it. means that the grain of 
ouc year mav vary from that of fhr 
precedin'? scar, and that a proportion 
of if therefore cannot be dealt with un 
dor the grades laid down in the Act, 
and in ust le provided for by grades 
defined b\ the Standards Hoard.

“Statutory grades ' ’ means grain of 
t he highest grades which an- define* I 
by Parliament, embodied in the tirain 
Aft. and do not vary* with the crop. 
There a re four of t lies*- grades for 
Manitoba spring wheat, Hirer each for 
Alberta Ifed and White winter wheat, 
and f wo for Alberta Mixed winter 
wheat. In t he same way there are 
statutory definitions of the highest 
grades of oafs, barley, rye and flaxseed. 
Tl it <■ the stafuforv definitions can only 
be • hanged by Parliament. They do 
not \ a r v with the**crop, but are eon 
-taut The commercial grades, on the 
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2. IV rr ; ira i x* ur* SHOWING HOW GRAIN IS TESTED TO ASCERTAIN THE WEIGHT PER BUSHEL AND THE AMOUNT OF DOCKAGE


