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BEYOND AU REASON
Premier Koblm hu issued met ru mon* to 

the Msmtohs Kletetor Commission to lock 
up evei y government elevator in the prov- 
mre immediately, to discharge the employee* 
and rloee up the office of the Commission 
This is merely another step in the huge waste 
of the people’s money through government 
mismanagement of the elevator system. As 
we have pointed out before, the elevator sys­
tem never had the slightest chance to suc­
ceed. There are good reasons for believing 
that the Government never intended that it 
should succeed. The Government must plead 
guilty either to the charge of incompetency, 
or to the more serious charge of deliberate 
intent to wreck the elevator system in order 
to discredit the Grain Growers’ association 
After the Government removed from the Kle- 
vator Commissioners the power to purchase 
elevators, the funds of the province were 
simply thrown away in the case of a large 
number of elevators purchased. Many of the 
elevators purchased by the Government for 
from *5,i)00 to *6,000 are not today worth 
half this amount. In fact their original 
owners would have been fortunate to have 
secured half this amount for them. Some of 
these elevstora had been standing for over 
twenty years, and others are worth etffy their 
value to tear down and remove to another 
shipping point. The eompetition of one or 
more mill elevators at some shipping point* 
had also made a number of the elevators 
white elephants on the hands of their owners 
when the Government conveniently stepped 
in and purchased them. As the matter stands 
the Government has invested more than one 
million dollars of the people’s money in ele­
vators, that, at a generous valuation today 
are not worth half that amount. The worst 
feature of the whole situation is that Premier 
Roblin endeavors to shield himself and his 
Government from the responsibility of the 
elevator fiasco by shouldering all the blame 
on the Grain Growers. To say the least thia 
is not a manly action on the part of the pre­
mier. If he did not intend to give the eleva­
tors a chance to succeed, he should never 
have made the promise to the Grain Growers’ 
convention at Brandon in December, 1Ü09, 
when Hon. O. R. Cold well, on behalf of the 
Government, announced that the Government 
was prepared to accept the principle of pub­
licly owned elevators. Mr. Coldwell in mak­
ing the announcement and asking the assist­
ance of the Grain Growers said i—

"The question i* a difficult one, and the Gov­
ernment desire* your fullest assistance and tbs 
beet assistance, and I am rare yon will give it 
loyally and assiduously. Tbe policy of the 
Government is to do everything that will build 
up this, the greatest interest in our province. 
We think we can assist yon in thia^ffiatter. 
There is a great deal that the majority of the 
Government is ignorant of, and we waat to 
learn and understand the question in all its 
details. ... We feel that we must bare your 
help and suggestions to put this in tbs best 
possible shape. *'

In the preparation of legislation upon the 
elevator question, the Government had every 
p<m*ible assistance from the Grain Growers 
in working out the scheme. But the sugges­
tions of the Grain Growers, in the main, were

Dot accepted The ( tiramiasion appointed 
was never given a free hand, with reaulta now 
known In the light of present information 
the sincerity of the Government in making 
the announcement to the Brandon Conven­
tion can be uu«et toned. And now the Premier 
orders the elevators to be locked and cleeed 
at once, despite the fact that there are a large 
number of shipping points where there are 
none but government elevators. At many of 
these points there is a lot of grain yet to be 
marketed. With no tie votera in operation, 
where is the man with lees than a car lot of 
gram to find a market I Bursty the need for 
action is not eo urgent that the farmers at 
these shipping points must be aaenllced 
With such elevators as are necessary open for 
the neat two months the required service can 
he given, and then, if the Government is not 
prepared to do better with the elevators in 
the future than it has in the peat, the sooner 
they are locked the better for the province

DIRECT LEGISLATION BANQUET
The Direct Legislation banquet in Winni­

peg last week indicates that this great demo 
cratic reform movement is firmly established 
and is rapidly gaining ground. Leading 
buaineae and professional men gave ad 
dr caeca on the need and progress of the re­
form, not only in Canada but in other parts 
of the Empire and foreign countries. One 
of the speakers quoted Lord Kooebery, Ar­
thur J. Balfour, and Lord Lanadowne in sup­
port of the Referendum. Peculiarly appro­
priate was the fact that Mr. Balfour in advo­
cating the Referendum as a means of settling 
the tariff reform question in Britain, was ac­
cused of adopting an American innovation. 
The leader of tbe U nionist party silenced bis 
accusers by allowing that the Referendum 
was quite in accord with the British constitu­
tion and quite British in principle. When 
such leading statesmen approve of the Refer­
endum it would aecm that such a reform 
could hardly be called un-British. There 
never was a time in the history of Canada 
when a popular check on our elected repre­
sentative* was so much needed as today. In­
telligent and thinking Canadians are begin­
ning to realize thia fact very clearly. The 
Initiative, Referendum and Recall are the 
best means at hand for providing this check. 
Both political parties in Alberta, and one of 
the parties in Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 
have already declared for the Initiative and 
Referendum. Thia reform is corning and 
coming very rapidly. When it ia on the 
statute books of the Prairie Provinces our 
representatives will then be more responsive 
to the will of the people. The gathering in 
Winnipeg last week was the culmination of 
two year»' splendid work in the province. 
The Western people are in the mood for re­
form They see the need of it. They cannot 
get justice from their representatives sod 
they are finally driven to look to themaelvea. 
Which government in the West aspires to the 
honor of leading the way towards democ­
racy f Which will go down to defeat as op- 
IMined to granting to the people the power 
to say how they shall tie governed t The an­
swer will he known within two years.

On another page we publish the report of 
the Saskatchewan Direct 1legislation lie ague 
This organization has started under favor­
able circumstances and will undoubtedly 
meet with much popular support. The people 
realize that they must depend upon them­
selves and they are accepting the respon­
sibility. With their organizations working 
steadily in the Prairie Provinces the spread 
of information will be rapid and reactionary 
politicians will soon be brought to see the 
light.

SINGLE TAX IN ALBERTA
The new Towns Art. passed at the last ses­

sion of the Albert* legislature, contained the 
following clause i—

"AH wsaMifel a*4 wheel lésas shall he 
levM sqaslljr epee ell faisable tea* la the 
lew*.*'

The new Rural Mualeipeliti* Act, passed 
at the name wanton contained the following 
elaoeci—-

“AH ms swipe I lease shell he levies eqeally 
epee ell re lee We lead le (he Meskrtpellly as 
cnfSIeg te the as—velee ef seeh Iee4 ••

Both of thane acte make the following pro- 
vwoo for the aaeeeemenl of the land t—

* “Leas shell he ssssweS at lie estaal seek 
velee ee It weeM be spprsMeC is peyawet ef a 
.<*•« debt freer a eetvsel Seiner, esrlesiv* ef 
I be velee ef say beiMlege srsvtaS Ibsreee W 
ef eey eke iscrees* ef velee taeeeS by say 
•«her espeetllere ef Is ber w capital t hawse “

It ia cipected that during the course of the 
next four years all the towns end rural muni 
ripelitiee in the province of Alberta will com* 
underthe operation of then* two acta, and aa 
they become operative it will be seen that no 
taxes ran he levied from other sources then 
lend values. The province of Alberta ia to he 
congratulated upon thia progressive legisla­
tion. The city of Edmonton has already 
adopted the system of raising revenue by tax­
ing land values, and a campaign in favor of 
the same system ia already in progress in 
Ijclhhridgc and Calgary. Within a very 
■hurt time the prospecta are that all taxes 
raised in Alberta will be from land values 
alone. Ho far as we know Alberta ia the larg­
est area under one government in the world 
to adopt thia progressive form of taxation. 
Under the system of tffigJag land values only 
a man ia not fined for being industrious, nor 
ia he bonus**! for being laxy. By raising all 
revenues from the taxation of land values 
the buaineae of the land speculator will be 
considerably discounted, "and hie services 
can well be dispensed with, without any 
serious loss to the community.

A GOOD EXAMPLE
Just to the south of us we eee Taft, Roose­

velt and La Follette as Republican presiden­
tial candidates. There ia cleavage in the 
party. Each one has a following. The re­
sult of the division will help to clean up the 
party and show the people the absurdity of 
the party system, whether or not it places 
any of them in the White House. Much a 
division in Canada would he impossible un­
der our party system, which is the most un­
democratic in the English speaking world. 
We have only two parties in Canada and 
they both take orders from Ottawa, while 
Ottawa too often takes orders or advice 
from other source*. As soon aa the two par­
ties at Ottawa decide what a man must be­
lieve in to be s Grit or s Tory the word goes 
out through the land. The provincial parties 
line up as they are told, on pain of losing 
the aid and fistronage of the federal party. 
Thus a man who claims to be ■ “loyal” Grit 
or a Tory ia always in hot water to know 
just what he believes. He dare* not have 
an opinion on any new question till his party 
leaders announce how he ia to think. It 
must be humiliating to be a hidebound party 
man and be compelled to swallow ths opin­
ions of party leaders who are interested 
chiefly in*getting power or holding it. The 
true party man cannot form an independent 
opinion. They are always formed for him


