DOORS
K-eps on
1, 10x2

ASHES,
t. Ocher

. made to

, various

.nd plain

INGS
Lining
al.
IMBER

Y Bl

lagpatch.
soiery and

itch Pin
Uak, and

les

ENIPER

sa'e, low
Victoria
ly known

HILL.

1apac.

won.
™Mmoon

oon.

H. Thde
at
s Haldax

10

10

1129
morn
(UNE]
1 14
2 42
1 15
h 39
6 37

T 24

Published under the direction of the Wesleyan Methodist Con

e

ference of Eastern British America.

Volune X XTII,

HALIFAX, N. 8, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 1871

o —

Number

37

FAMILY RELIGION,
IN ITS RELATION TO THE

CHILDREN,

A DISQOURSE
BY MATIHEW RICHEY, D. .

Josh a xxiv. 15,

The authority of the marriage institution | °" Which sacrifices wers
rests on the express appointment of God.

TRAINING  OF

7
{ily religion by those who live amid the light
!and advantages of the Gospel dispensation,
| is rebuked by the superstitions of pagsn na-
| tions, ancient and modern. The Greeks
and Romans had their Lares and Penates.

| & species of tutelary genii whom they wor-

one prominent purpose of God in their iso- pat into the hands of childgen: but in the ap- ties, they will prove in your experic
tal influence and real thaa imagicary.
ion, the Bible ought them is invincible.
ever to be the central orb of the system, while they will fly before you like a 10uted foe, leav-
buman pioductions, however excellent, revolve ing you in undisturbed possession

lated upity. * Did he not,” asks the indig- propriate sphere of

nant prophet, ¢ Did he not make (us) one? effort in the work of ed
Yet had he the residue of the Spirit. And
wherefore one? THAT HE MIGHT SEEK A

:nce less | thiak you, less flagrant or
It is certain none of neglecting to make provision for the efirm s

feartal if you

Rt'solutdy cacountered the objects of your most tender flections

Itura, in ¢ nclusion, for & moment, 1o thos

of a beritage | who have never dedicated their children 10 G o

shipped as I.«,u.clful:l gods. ].n.c-\"c.ry house eveu in the best periods oflJew!sh history ing and reflecting its beavenly light.
As for mo and my house, we will serve the Lord.— | 1mages of those imaginary divinities were this blessed cod was attaived in ounly an

lenshrined, and every hearth was an alta

| their displeasure, to
{

Nor is it possible to contemplate the varj. | bounty, or to invoke their favoring auspices

ous salutary purposes embraced in its orig-
inal design, and its peculiar adaption to ac-
complish them, when unpreveuted by hu-
man. depravity, without being profoundly
impressed with the benignity and wisdom ) 4 p - :
of Him of whom the whole family in heavy- | —}ly: d."'.‘ out recoguition L lhe_:h-,»(—mlum:e SHOTE patises d.e\‘elupmvm. umlcrlhc Plivse:
[ of families on the superintending care of | tian dispeusation,—that he might seel a
who abliorrest _’/"’Nl‘/ seed.,

coand earth is named. To refer this so-
lemn ordinance to any other than a Divine | . * Zi

origin, to reduce it to the level of & ('i\il}“!"ld' nlu-:‘ l!mu commit _&f((’rllt_'gu, by rob-|the gates of Zion, more than all the dwel-
compact, a mere political expedient for th,e | ?188 the liviag and true God of the
preservation of social order, and the protec-

tion of secular rights, is to divest it
sacred dignity, and to ignore the teachings
of the facts and lessous of the Bible, in rela-
tion to a subject than which there js none
more iniimately associated with the inter-
ests of the Redeemer’s kingdom

The archetype of this hallowed union is
portrayed for our instruction on the opening
page of revelation. Aund, although some
of its attendant circumstances have been
profanely caricatured by sceptics, the pre-
cious record will descend to the latest gen-
eration, commandiug the reverence and
kivdling the admiration of every thoughtful
and devout reader. I refer especially to
the method God was pleased to adopt in
providing a help mect for Adam. [In the
case of the apimal tribes, the two sexes
sprang into-existence simultancously under
the forming hand of the Creator. But
Adam was first formed, then Eve; and in
virtue of her peculiar formation, the two
were constituted one,  And may there not
be truth as well as ingenuity in the quaint
remark? * She was not made out of his
head to surpass him, nor from his feet to
be trampled on, but from his side to be
equal to him, and near his heart to be dear
to him.”  Be this as it may, the creative

power of imagination may be safely chal-
lenged to suggest a procedure that would
have indicated with greater significance, or
inculcated with more pathetic energy, the
indissoluble obligation, and the mutual ten-
derness and endearment involved in the
nuptial relation.

Why do I dwell on this topic with such
particularity ? I have no wish, my breth-
ren to couceal from you the motive that
prompts me.  Purposing on the present oc-
casion, especially to address those amongst
you who are parents, and, with affectionate
urgency to inculcate the duties God requires
of you towards yeur children, on the faith-
ful discharge of which so greatly depends
the happiness of their earthly being and of
their final destiny, I am solicitious at the
outset, to impress you with the unutterable
importance of the domestic constitution. t
is in point of fact, the visible embodiment
of the Divine ideal of the best system for
the formation of human character. Its pri-
mal foundation was laid as we have seen
by God’s own hand in Paradise ; and unat-
fected in its permanence by the shock of the
the fall, it is destined to sustain the mighty
structure of humauity until the earth itself
dissolves in the last conflagration. Now,
what thivk you, is the character of the
structure God intended man to rear on His
foundation? What objects did the Divine
Being contemplate in the formation of an
arrangement so unique, and of such potent
and pervasive and permanent influence ? Is
it couceivable that he designed it merely to
smooth, or at best to embellish, our path-
way through this evanescent scene of exis-
tence 7—to have no bearing, to exercise no
influence, ou eternity ? Every well regulat-
ed mind revolts at the thought. Uunsophis-
ticated reason condemns such a conclusion,
#s incompatible with the majesty, the wis-
dom and the holiness of God, with the na-
ture and destivation of the human soul, and
with the plastic power manifestly inherent
in the familygconstitution, in order to sub-
#serve the highest ends of God’s moral ad-
ministration.  Oh! how impressively do
these considerations demonstrate the wis-
dony, and inculcate on every parent the prac-
tical adoption of Joshua’s resolution—** As
for me and my bouse, we will serve the
Lord.” The most splendid victories achiev-
ed by the illustrious successor of Moses in
thie ;-unqucsl of Canaan have faded away
among the things of the past; but this lm.l.)'
and maguanimous resolve conseerates while
it embalms his memory, and will shine as
a gem of celestial lustre in his coronet, at
the coming of the Lord with all his saints.

I discover in this resolution of Joshua’s
exemplary holiness ; —AN ENLIGHTENED AND

HAEAKT-STIRRINC CONVICTION OF PARENTAL
RESPONSIBILITY,—AN HEROIC PURPOSE TO
DISCHARGE, IN THE FACE OF EVERY DIFFI
CULTY, THE OBLIGATIONS THAT RESPONsIL-
ITY INVOLVES, AN UNWAVERING FAITH IN
THE EFFICIENCY AND SUCCESS OF HIS EF-
FORTS TO DO SO.

This analysis will indicate the course of
our present address.

I. If, my brethren, you would \'l‘nllh\lt'
an example so eminently worthy of your
imitation, as that exhibited in the text, you
juust acquire, and cherish in an lm.ucsl and
belicving heart, a just estimate of .”w mo-
meutous respousibility inseparable from the
parental relation.

Happily, vo profound acquaintance with
Chriﬂi:m’mllaisxry.nn learned and elaborate
investigation, is necessary for this purpose.
If your heart be ouly right with God, you
Fan vot long remain without an adequate
knowledge of what Ie requires of you.

There is, iu fact, no department of duly. in
the wide range of practical-truth to which
the declaration of our Lord more emphati-
cally applies—** If any man will do his will,
he ghall know of the doctrine whether it be
of God.” The ethical intuitions of con-
science, the instinets of natural affection—
many of the clearest prcce(;)ts, most prec-
lous promises, and awful

tives and glorious examples, wil'l pour the
efflulgence of their concentrated light on the

of its

Such fobservauces may awaken your pity
|

gratulate yourself on your guperior know- | people.
But do not, T entreat you, overlook

| the principle underlying those observances sign of God still. unchanged except by a
| ’ )

[ledze.

[invisible Powers. Thou

offered, to appease | tent,

GoDLY SEED. It is freely admitted that,

satellites in concentric orbits around it, receiv- of blessing that will amply compeusste, even in baptism, though
Possessed  in this life, every sacrifice you make for its at-

convinced that it s b

laty and a privilege 50 to do. T am no belic

i ic revelati i - tainment. After all, the t formidable ob- | er in the al dog: { bapt'smal regenera-
r imperfect degree, and to a very limited ex- of this authentic revelation of the will and ) g “ most form ¢ g g3 SOgRa af baptiamy *

Behold here, my brethren, the grand de- | in his hand the law of God.
Nor let me be understood to mean, that this

We are told that God loveth

periods. It ought, on the contrary, to be free

. i . Ny : & tion, scizing, with the spontaneity of hol im-
'ldnu to his name, in neglecting to rear an | the ways of Zion, will soon mourn, if ”WL ' % P 4 y

{altar to him in your habitations ?

lto
,Ibrm Wty in other w ords, that our responsi

bilities are commensnrate
[you can frame no valid' objeetion.

partial application in the day of final audit,

ed much, of him they shall ask the more.”
Let me earnestly beg of you, then, serious-
ly to contemplate from this stand-point,
your relative position as a parent—the le
gitimate, peculiar influence with which is

enunciations of
the Bible, illustrated by its graphic narra-

for the conscicntions exercise of which you
are held amenable by the God with whom
you have to do. Impressed with such
views, iustead of trifling with your parental

maguoitude and solemuity of the trust they
involve, unless, indced, as is too trequently

to an ominous extent, impaired the scusibil-
ity of conscience.

By the designation of the blessed and the
only Potentate, you are constituted, at once,
the king, the prophet, and the priest of your
household, A sceptre of moral power over
the children whom God has given you, is
placed in your hands as his representative,
to be wielded with equal affection and firn-
ness, for the suppression of every form ot
vice and immorality, and the promotion of
whatsoever things are  true, whatsoever
things are dignificd, whatsoever things are
just, whatsoever things are pure, whatso-
ever things are lovely.  To clothe your au-
thority with the most solemn sanctions, the
first commandment with promise impera-
tively requires your children to honor you ;
and they are so constituted that, notwith-
standing their native depravity, before they
are capable of recognizing their accounta-
bleness to God, their reverence and love
spoutaneously flow forth towards you.
And then, their entire and loug-continued
dependence ou your nurturing care, charac-
terised by daily intercourse and most endear-
ing assiduities, is singularly adapted to
cherizh those sentiments in their expanding
hearts. Nor is it a fact less worthy of no-
tice that, your iufluence over them com-
mences at a period when the mind is most

associations,—when those associations and
impressions are most cagerly grasped and
leuu(fi()lul_y retained ; and, on that account,
most likely to blend aud ivcorporate them-
selves with the first elemeunts of feeling—
repressing the ebullitious of passion, regu-
lating the suggestions and strengtheniong
thejurisdiction of conscience,—thus effec-
tively co-operating with the iwworking the
Hely Spirit, to impart to the character the
dignity of principle, and the beauty of
early piety.

In the namie of God, then, T solemnly
ask you, is there no practical significance
in the marvellous provision which, with
such consummate wisdom and more than
maternal tenderness He has thus made for
the religious training of your children?
Has be delegated to you all this authority
—distinguished you by all this appropriate
influence, that they may lic torpid and in
operative in reference to the highest objects
and sphere of their exertion? Can God
hold that man guiltless, who buries or
desecrates talents so sacred, and of such
transcendent value?  With what feelings,
in the great day, will e meet—1 donot
say the flaming eye of Him who shall sit
u;;un the great, white throne, but—the
eyes of the offspring of his own body,whose
c.\'crluslin_: destiny of weal or of woe, never
produced in his bosom oue throb of paternal
solicitude, never elicited from his heart one
fervent, effectual prayer?

There can not be a surer symptom of
the last stage ot deterioration in the history

peuding ruin, unless a miracle of mercy
prevent, than the general neglect by its

line. Nothing teuds so rapidly and effeet-
ually to empoison all the springs of social
lite. It had well nigh involved the com-
plete moral dissolution of the patriarchal
world, when God, by a most signal inter-

He called Abraham, a Syriau ready to
perish amid a nation of idolaters, aud, sep-
arated his descendeunts from the rest ol
mauvkind, by a line of national demarka-
tion almost as perfect as if they had beeu
transferred to another planet. \\‘hut were
the objects of that singular evolution ol Di
vine Providence in the governmeut ot _1In-
world? Not merely that the Hebrew nation
might be the depositary of his covenant and
prophetic oracles, and the favored stock from
which, according to the flesh, ll}u :\lc;\'.:uh
should come; but that all their families,
being hallowed from generation to genera-
tion by the leaven ot revealed truth, religion
purified from superstitious a lm:xmrc-..
might become the uui\'crmrl \"lcm':‘u{ L.'l-
their spiritual existence. I‘ln_ﬂ view }.-
amply vindicated by a passage in the pro-

modern commeutators, following implicitly

for you know who has said. “ Unto w liom- | aspect of a vain and vapid ceremonial—the
soever much is given, of him shall much be | o e s . : sitive e fficiency ich, | | : . iving, accept

e 14 i e me ! i cept enjoining family devotion, as though he | POSitive elemant of moral clliciency™ which, | lemn, and offer them as living, accey
required ; and to whom men have committ-| ** W herefore come out from among them s -

iuvests you, and the corresponding funetions ;

ubligations, you will rather tremble at the |

the case, habitual omissions of daty have, |

susceptible of” moral impressions aud vivid |

of a nation, or a darker omen of its im-|

population ot domestic devotion and discip-|

position, averted the desolating catastrophe. |

phecy of Malachi, which almost all the

altars of God are cast down in the dwel- |PUl%€: every passing opportunity to instil the

. RS . . . ~ + .+ . | princi . "
It is & maxim in morals that the power {lings of Jacob. Let the voice of rejoicing | Principles of truth and duty. “In ‘the morn
do good involves the obligation to per-| and salvation be hushed in the tabernacles | *o% thy seed, and in the evening withkold not

lof the righteous—Ilet family religion fall | thine hand: for thou knowest not whether

with our re-|into general desuetude, or degenerate into | sball prosper, either this or that, or whether
fources. Lo the rectitude of this principle [a frigid auvd lifeless form; and Ichabod | both shall be alike good.”

Aud | might well be written on the walls of the
equally vain is the liope of alluding its im-

But the family cannot be sanctified, even by
the word of God, without prayer.  No parent
who has himself tasted that the Lord is gra-
cious, will think of demanding an express pre-

| sanctuary.  For in sueh” a state of things,

public worship would mevitably assume the

melaucholy  symbol of  departed glory.

The failure, however, was attributa- PO*¢® of God, on what high vantage ground stacle Sty axiot witlis: your own baors. \'ou;'lion, that fgment ol superstition

scknowledge  their | ble, not to any def::cl. in the biviue plag, or does the truly Christian parent stand! Com- have tailed perhaps practically to observe the /| many build the hope of heaven
~Y ’ ’ . . -

| inudcquucy of the provision for giving it "8 @nh among kis children from the sanctuary . : . ; :

, | full effeet; but solely to the im:orri;_'ibly of private communion with his Father and their | determined to devote ‘.' ' $o 'h." sorvice .m, >had

perbaps create a smile; and you may con-| evil proclivities of a carnal and l»urksliding Father, be resemblcs Moses descending from | God, and fhen to associate his family with bim

the mount, bearing on his brow the lustre, and | in the blessed consecration.
instruction should assume a rigidly systematic
form, or be confined to regularly recurring

[ 1s : | and genial as the atmosphere of domestic affec-
houor | lings of Jacob; but the gates, as well as |

ger
on which so
for themselves
' order of Josbua's complex resolution. He first| and their offspring. Nor do I ente rmini”d.v
ow ot a doubt respecting the salvaiion of

Go, and do thou ! ther baptized or unbaptized, since ** of such is
|likewise. If you could be induced to enter on | the kingdom of heaven." But this considera
the duties of family religion without personal | tion, instead of diminishing your obligation to
‘dedimlioanod.ono (.L.ing you would still lack, | place your children by baptism in visible con-
and that one thing of all others the most essen~| nexion with the church of God, makes that daty
tial to quality you for a right discharge of them. | the more bpperative. They belong to im
Neglect of your own salvation would beutra- | more than to you. The Father of the Spirits
lize all yourjefforts for the good of others. An|of all flesh claims them. The blessed Redeen-
unction from the Holy One—the unction of re- er, through whose righteousness the free gift
generating grace, is not less necessary to pre-| has come upon all men to justification of
pare you for the sacred office you ought to sus- | claims them.
tain in your family, than was the precious oil
poured on the head of the Jewish high priast
to consecrate bim to his office in the tenmple

ite,
The Houy Spirit who even now
spreads over them his wings of love, and dove-
like sits brooding on their nascent fac ulties,
claims them. And will you deny to the triune

prayers, and to your domestic rule, the persua- | ledgement ot his claim ? Bring them, 1 entreat
sive resistless enforcement of a holy example. | you, without further delay, to the
This alooe can bathe your soul aud spirit in a

able sa-

. e i 5 o gs | mingling with the tide of daily lite, will eman-| crifices on the altar of God. You ‘\\i'l thus
and be ye separate saith the Lord, and could be iuduced +o yield this tribate of homage

touch not the unclean thivg, aud I will re- (o‘(iud uully in reluctant compliance with imper-
[ccive you, and will be a father unto you, | 8tive requirement. “There are duties of such
{and ye shall be my sons und danghters, [obvious obligation, so clearly written on the
{ saith the Lord almighty.” tablet of the heart, and so consonant to the
[ Our arguments and illustrations on this | dictates of reason and conscience that it would
,j fertile topic are far from being exhausted, | seem scarcely to accord with the majesty of the
[but our limits forbid expansion. [ have |Supreme Legislator specifically to command
[simply indicated a train of reflection, which |them. To this class, beyond all question, be-

| your own meditation may profitably pursue | longs the duty of domestic worship. Every

to an almost indefinite extent. | canoot,
however, couclude this part of the subject
without wn carnest appeal to your hearts
and conscicuces, suggestive of several as-
pects under which your parental obligations
ought habitually to engage your devout at-
teution.  Let me say them with all solemn-
ity—If you recoguize your indebtedness to
God for all the domestic hlessings and
comforts you bave experienced, and your| 1f God does not expect and require the de-
entire dependence upon  him for their cop- | votional acknowledgement of families as such,
tinuance ;—it yon would consult your own | what means that most fearful of propbetic im-
highest earthly Imppiness,—that of witness- precations? ¢ Pour out thy tury upon the
ling the affectionate h:lrmmly. the purity, | heathen that know thee not, and upon the
the peace and the piety of your household ; Jamilies that call not upon thy name.” Mo e-
| —it the world has right to claim, that over, the prescriptive authority of immemorial

[ you se t on i usy the e . - . "
{ you send no furll} n its l.nf) llu_,ul.re, ul. usage lends its sanction to the practice. The
[ ready crowded with the living vietims of

principle and impulse of true godliness prompe
to the blessed exercise. And he who does not
regard it as a privilege of priceless value, as
well as a becoming observance, has yet to learn
what that meaneth, ‘1 will bebave myself
in a perfect way ; O when wilt thou come unto
me ? I will walk within my house with a per-
tect heart.”

5 e . |first form of social worship was that of the
pareuntal unfaithfuluess, children more like- family. Wherever Abrah itched bis tent
{ly to prove a curse than a blessing to so- hﬂ J- erever Abrabam pitche i !_(n
| ciety, to add to the mass of its corruption | M builtan altar.  You read of J‘_’b sanctifying
instead of being the salt of the earth to pre- | bis sons and daughters by (offering expiatory
vent its putrctaction ;—if the Church of | sacrifices for them. Thus, it is added, did Job
Christ justly looks to you tor accessions to continually. David at the close ot oue of the
fill the vacaucies counstantly occurring by | busiest days of bis life in the public service of
reason of death, and to recruit the ranks of God, returned, we are told, ‘‘to bless his
her sacramental host;—if you have any | household.”
[ bowels o compassion for your offspring,
and shudder at the thought of their perish-
ing through your fault; theu do you owe
lit to God—to yourselves—to the world—
{to the Church of Christ, and to the souls of

More venerable and authoritative recedents—
. . ) le ar

i your children, redeemed by the blood of the P

| Lamb, and by Him entrusted to your care,

more unequivocal indications of the l)i\'inc‘will,
[to adopt at once and irrevocably the resolu- i" rvh“o.“ to this branch of parental obligat.ion,
tion of Joshua—* As for me and my house it were l}lghl)‘ ‘}xxrcnsonahlu .\nd» presu.mpuoua
we will serve the Lord.” to require.  From the altar of morning and
evening prayer in the family radiate all the
" divioe influences that constitute it a church in
and purposes of your hearts respond,as T am [V .. aad add dortal fore "y
quite sure the couvictions of your judgment | miniature, and add wondertul force to the in-
must, to these appeals, let me request your | culcation of filial duties.
attentiou to the leading duties included in The respoasibility of parents is materially
the resolution I am endeavoring to inculcate, augmented by the possession of yot another
and to the spirit of unfaltering allegiance to element of influence which, though briefly .-
God, in which alone you can hope to exem- luded to in a previous paragraph, is bere en-
plify it with preserving ﬁd«'l.i(y. * For | itled to more prominent notice :—namely, the
which of you, iut_cudmg to build a town, authority vested in them for the wise and effi-
sitteth not down first, {md (‘oul{lo‘!h '.h?,,(‘o’*[' cient government of their families. The estima-
whether he have sufficient to finish it ? tion in which God holds fidelity in the exercise
of this prerogative, may be assuredly gathered
. . from the memorable testimony by which he has
more oomprohensiverthan is geuernll.y/ con encircled the name of the father of the faithful
ceived.  Adequately apprehended, it im-|" } siliatiicg % For I k A
plics the combined and coutinuous use of | ™!th everlasting honor:— 9F .4 know ham,
all those meauns aund influences, those instruc- | that he will ""“’.'““’d his children and his
tious, restraints and encouragements adapt- [ housebold after him, ‘“fj '!‘9." shall keep the
ed to the different seasons and exigencies | way ot the Lord to do Justice and judgment ;
of childhood and youth, so as best to insure, | that the Lord may bring upon Abrabam that
under the Divine blessing, the earliest pos- | which he hath spoken of him.” To insure the
sible dovovc]npnwn: of rcligions character. | most na]ulgry efficacy ot domestic rule, I need
Assiduous nstruction in the facts and |scarcely say, it must be characterized by digni-
priuciples of the oracles of God, is, of |ty without despotism, by the utmost tenderness
course, of primary importance. The em-|of affection without any compromise of religious
phatic iteration with which this fluty. Was | principle.
vn.iui.nvd on God’s ancient people is l.nf;hly‘ On this topic, permit to quote the forcible
mounitory, nor can it escape l.he.n(‘mcc ?t sind falicitons words of ont ‘whoss Sdnoey 1
the )n!i».::‘r;'u::.(“;‘]('n'(ll;;r.ill]l;:;c;tliéz :’J‘tllgx‘a.\éelz cherish in affectionate veneration—the celebrat-
ssociateq : . . .
:l;nd : ** Hear, O Israel ; the Lord our God |ed Dr.Olin. Reterring to the period of child-
is one Lord : And thou shalt love the Lord [ bood he siys—* Q"*‘r this period of human
thy God with all thine heart, and with all|lite, the laws ot society, ne less than the laws of
thy soul, and with all thy might. And|beaven, make the parents’ authority supreme.
{these words which 1 command thee this | Che fatber represents the divine Lawgiver,
‘(l.\\', shall be in thine heart : and thou shalt | whose vicegerent he is for carrying out the gra-
teach them dilizently unto thy children, | ¢ious designs ol an infinite benevolence, in the
| and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in establishment of upright {principles, and the
lthy house, and when thou walkest by the | ¢ mation of a pure, virtuous character. Al-
| way, and when thou liest down, and when most everything depends on pre-occupying the
F’h'"' risest up.”  An illu-‘lrinu:‘ examp.le soul with 'rigbt habits, of which none is so in-
Lot the efficacy of mate f'n:ll faithfulness in timately connected with favorable religious
the nlhl‘l'\:ll'lpp of lhid‘ |x?~||x|1f'(|ou—aud 'tho de\‘clu};ments as the habit of obedience to legit-
| great 'i“-;' m“.r‘.w": M:::Ih:l: ”“i!:vn:ilw;)lrl(‘\. imate authority. This is a strictly fundamen-
1 umber —is seen e 3 e o " . . o
‘ t;«“:‘:;: of L.mothy in divine knowledge, |tal principal in religion, and 'b°“l:j be the first
and his early cnsecration to the service of | object in lamily “gofernm.ent. Lverl_v parent
God. From a (%ild, he knew the holy | whe Zaus 10 es nu..._"mg lhn. unquestioned do-
| Seripturas—a signific.t proof, that, whil- minifm over I.m child, oes in the same degree
{ the sublimity of the themes o l..piration, |entail upon him a curse ol feartul omen. He
{ challenges the admiration, and rix-'hly re- | tosters the inborn enmity o the heart to the
| wards the research of angelic intelligences;| claims of religion and so radic. tes and strength-
by the inimitable simplicity of the words | ., its oppositioa to the govi rument of God,
which the Holy Gospel teacheth, those| .} ¢ he usual agencies of the Sospel are very
themes are presented in a form level to the ikely to prove ineffectual to tle great end of
capacity of a child.  How clearly does this picty and sslvation. That th dereliction of
interesting fact evince it to be the will of p.n;nul failifalnces i One: of 6 est Come.
God, that religious instruction should be R S D i ma——

coeval with the dawn of intellect. dThe swreion;, i oxperionce @l ‘sheriniies allic
at fi " creati rovidence and re- : g
great facts of creation, p It may be laid

demption, may be daguereotyped on the | their I‘ONU‘TN. ‘“l"_nulr;b“ s Byt
memory before the ability to rem.l can be dov.n asa Christian axiom, the reb. Ui
}l(‘(.\lirg'-d; awakening and gr:u!f_\'mg the | spirit which retuses ?bedne‘nee“to parents w
curiosity of the opening mind with knowl- | be the last to render it to God.

|

It was while Coruelius, who was
only a proselyte of the Jewish religion, was en-
gaged in family prayer, that an angel was com-
missioned to assure him that his prayers and
alms had ascended in memorial betore God.

II. Cheered by the hope that the desires

* The familiar precept—* Train up a
childin the way he should g0,” is much

edge, compared with which, the silly legegds
ofksnpersliliou and the most encln!nlmg.
delineations of romance, to say nothing of

in the footprints of their predecessors, have
strangely misinterpreted.  The prophet

If the remarks now offered to your coaside -

ation have aided you in forming an intelligen:

ate forth in hallowed, bealing influences on each gather around yourse!f and your children the
loved object of your parental solicitude. geoial, boly sympathies of all the pious in the

III. The divine conditions of sucoess being | congregation of God's people, who will not fail
satisfied, have faith in God, thar he will crown to pray that thenceforth the high resolve may
your prayertul efforts for the ccnversion and|be written on your heart, and excwmplificd in
salvation of your children with results propor-| your lile, As FOR ME AND MY HOUsE, W& Wil
tioned to vour largest hopes, SERVE THE Lorbp,

It is encourging to mark that on this point
Joshua entertained no paralyzing doubt. He
was strong in faith, giving glory to God. Why
then should you indulge unbelief amid all the
auspicious presages, provisions and guarantees
of a dispensation under which grace doth wmuch
wore abound ?  The promises given under the
old economy, be it remembered, are not super-
seded, but richly supplemented under the new.
And the most memorable of those jromises to
God's people it should be noted with adoring : ’

: aLs 3 . | earnest desire was stirred up in many hearts
gratitude, explicitly comprehend their chil-| . . 3 :
. o after tull salvation. 1 rayer was made without
drea: ** T will establish my covenant between . s 2 e
R, : .| ceasing by the faithful, that the Glory of God
me and thee, and thy secd after thee, in their| A 2 " <
; : might ** go forth as brightness,” and bis salva-
generations, for an everlasting feovenant, to be . w o

s ton *‘as a lamp that burneth.” These pray-
a God unto thee, and tothy seed after thee. » were anewered ia I

s ; . | ers we swered 1o a very power'ul manuer,
And I will give unto thee and uato thy chil- P ¥ P A

h ‘ ' T'he Spirit was poured out on some in such a

dren after thee the land wherein thou art a :
. . degree as can bardly be conceived,  but b
stranger, all the land of Canaan for an evei- Ay . ¥
X X X e those who felt the divine influence. Not only
lasting possession, and I will be their God- > : : 4

s e Mr. Wesley and Mr. Maxfield were in an un-
This is my covenant between me and you, and " " ;

’ common manner blessed in their preaching ;
but many simple persons, both men and wo-
men, were lively harbingers of the approaching
Pentecost, and cried aloud, *‘the kingdom ol
heaven isat band!"™ The mighty power of
God was seen on every side! Christ was held
out as a complete Saviour ; and represented to
the eye of faith, as crying out on this festal
day, **If any man thirst, let him come unto
me and drink : be that believeth in me, out of
bis belly shall flow rivers of living water,” The
rivers did indeed flow from beart to heart. The
gift of victorious faith was given to many, not
only for themselves, but for others. A clean
light shone on these truths : ** They that are
in Christ are new creatures: old things are
passed away, and all things become new.” The
blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth from all sin.”
The whole soul, with every faculty, shall be so
** brought into subjection to Christ,” as to feel,
*“1 live not, but Christ liveth in me !”

Some portion of this river seemed now to
reach me also. The means of grace were as
arrow to my soul: and often these words
were applied, **If thcu canst believe, all
things are possible to Lim that believeth.”
But I could not believe so as to give up my
whole heart to the Lord. T knew him mine ;
but other things had yet life in me, though not
dominion over me. I was now assured the
blessing of sanctification (or, in other words,
a heart eatirely renewed,) could mot be re-
ceived, but by simple and naked faith ; (by
simple faith, I mean taking God at his word
without reasoning; and by mnaked faith, I
mean, stripped of every other dependence, but
on Christ 1lone,) and my soul groaned out its
desire in these words :—

*“That mighty faith on ma bezt,w,
W hich cannot ask in vain s

Which holds, snd will not leave me go,
Till I my suit obtain.”

MRS. FLETCHER RECEIVES TIIE LLIS
SING OF PERFECT LOVE,

“"Tis done : thou dost this m ment save,
With fall salvation bless .
Redemption through thy blood I have
Aund spotless love and peace.”’
In the years 1761 and 1762 there was a very
great revival among the socicties, both i
in London and many uther places; and an

thy seed after thee. Every man-child among
you shall be circumcised.” Peter proclaimed
on the day ot Pentecost, * The promise is to
you and to your children,” and in the same
hour the oracle was verified in the copious effu-
sion of the Spirit on their sons and daughters.
That cheering promise stands unrevoked on the
page of Inspiration, and derives a richer lustre
trom the sun of righteousness, now risen on
them that fear his name, with bealing in his
wings. Its fulfilment is committed to him who,
with ineffable condescension and grace, has
said :—** Suffer the little children to come unto
me and forbid them not, for of such is kingdom
of heaven.”

If christian parents fully apprebend and
faithfully fulfil all that is implied in training up
a child in the way he should go, why should
they not appropriate the consolation of the
divine assurance that ‘‘ when he is old he will
not depart from it? Nor ought the doctrines
of constitutional depravity and moral agency to
repress this inspiring hope, but rather to operate
as incentives to greater assiduity, by loving
effort, and trustful prayer, and improved ex-
ample, in full reliance on the power and pleni-
tude ot redeeming grace, to counteract the
native proclivity of the heart to evil. From
such efforts, prosecuted with the courage of
faith, the labor of love, and the patience of
hope, the especial blessing of God, unless his
covenant fail, cannot be withheld. Stagger not
then, at the promise of God through unbelief.
Do not hesitate to pledge your house as well
as yoursell to the service of God. Have you
already done so? Hail! thou highly tfavored
of the Lord; ‘he Lord is with thee. Continue
instant in prayer. Bow before the Mercy-seat
sprinkled with the blood of Calvary's transcen.
deot sacrifice, and urge with unfainting im-
portunity the petition, than which none is more
acceptable to God. ** Show thy work uato thy e
servants and thy glory unto their children.” gether at Brother (u.h.:rd 8, we were 50 drawn
Doubt not that He who turns the hearts of the | ©Ut that we were, I chink, four Jbours engaged,
fathers to the children, in yearning, ever- when | renlljv thought we had not beer .:ibﬂv‘.
breathing desire for their salvation, will turn | "¢ and this was frequently the case with us.
the bearts of the children to the fathers, in ‘\"olb‘_" d‘.)" as I was at a meeting for prayer
responsive evidences of early penitence and |t ® fn.»ml s house, wbcr? we had continued tor
piety. All animate with this blisstul snticipa-| 0™ time, I seemed as if | bad lost all.  Deep
tion, nor bating aught of heart or bope, bear d.x.wuurag'-mvn! s('nz‘vd my spirit ;hbut I u(y:o-_
up in the face ot every discouragement, and, llfd on, and was :s in an agony to ** love God
fixing your eye on the pole-star ot duty, steer _wnh all my heart. . Brother Gilford was pray-
right opward. And— ing for me, when in a'mument‘, Brother Gil-
Aé & Bk sath Sid.catearment triss ford changed prayer into praise, teiling the
To tempt her new-fle :.ucd offspring 1o the skies, | Lord bie had heard and answered; he had set
l':mplu.\k’en(‘h art, reprove each dull delay, me at liberty, and now be would praise hum.
Allure 10 brighter worlds, and lead the way. This surprised me, as I bad not given the

One day, as a few of us were praying to-

Tbis discourse being so practical and horta- least sign, by either word or motion, of what |
tive in its character throughout, I deem it su- bad felt within.
perfluous to attempt any detailed application of
its lessons.

He concluded Lis prayer with
that act of pruise. e asked
myself. I answered, I could not fully rell, but
I found that of God had

brought an unspeakable peace into my soul

me how | felt
Iclose by addressing a few sen-

tences to two classes o! parents respectively,
assuming that both recognize the scriptural
propriety and obligation of infant baptism : the that, bowever, I did not feel joy; only a sest
one, bowever, making c nscieace of dedicatiag |, that thought, ** The Lord reigneth,” and
their children to God in that ordinance, but the | .. His will sball be done.” As I was walking
other, from some cause, neglecting to do so. bome, I found the presence of the Lord to bLe

Let me remind you whose children have been | yith me.
solemnly presented to God, and impressed with
the visible seal of his covenant, that, while the
promises of that covenant are God's, its re-
ciprocal vows and conditions are yours. Have
you laid them o heart? Are you bringin‘gl?p | temptation, and continnally ac-used, that I Lad
your children in the discipline and admonition | tnought, said, or done so;nelhing amise. i

of the Lord? You willingly hbor‘ that they . after a little time I found a more solid rest, and
mag met want the boeed thet porisbech, snd| ., o my will and affections were fixed

grudge no expense to procure for them the best| God; and most powerfully was I penetra-
mental cultivation ia your power. Bat do you| ted with these words :—

i ici for thei
care with proportiomable solicitede for their|, . daily delight shall be in his name,

the love of the will

He seemed to say, ‘' Round thee
and beneath tlce are spread the everlasting
arms.” I felt and my faith
seemed to gather strength continually.

they were so,

Yet tor some days I was much exercised with

all, without exception, who die in mtancy, whe- |

This alone can give to your precepts, to your| God the grateful homage of a public acknow- |

sanctuary |
the most appropriate place for an office o so- |

strongly remonstrates with the Hebrews on
o

appreciation of your parental duties, they hav :

souls? Are you trainiugjthem for God ? Youl

They shall as their right His 1ighteousness

way 1u which you ought to go, leaving to

ir fi i § i ial alliances
you, if you do not walk therein, no alterna- th_exli- tﬁorfsnﬁnggu‘fnmng:u(lxeuoumug
) with the g he: ! ) -
3 . he Sl e v caeis ination be ouly fixed to meet, s0d

o practlce] e gmbs -E?Q‘CT&;.U!‘,.LW Other books, when the selection is judicious | YOur determ y
theocratic law under w ) )
placed, and as palpably in contravention of

live but the aggravated condemnation of
those who love darkness rather than light
because their deeds are evil.

The Jamentably prevalent neglect of fam-‘

their pernicious tendency, are trifles light
as air, The Bible, the Bible, is, by emi-
nence, the text-book of family tuition.

no doubt also suggested some formidable o'~
stacles to their faithful periormance. But, it

. diffic al-
it may be not only proper but important to | by the grase of God, to avercome these diffic
«

justly stigmatize that man as an apostate from . elaim; )
the faith, and worse than an infidel who pro-| His righteousness wearing, and cleansed by his
vides not tor his own, and specially tor those of

lood,
Bold shall they appear in the presence of God !”
his own_ house: wnd is your inconsistency,

—Moore's Life of Mrs. Fletcher,

’

WASSAUL OF TARSUS BAPTIZED?
Lipped, or immersed all over in wa-
think, was impracticable, if
le, in the circumstances mentioned
l At the tme of his
i the house of a man
. 1o Damascus.  Aec ording 1o the
b the Lord gave to Ananias, he
' house of Judas and tound Saul
ere, unable to see, who had been fastia g and
praymg, no doubt, for three days. Ananias
wet this man humble and peaitent, and; ** put-
ting his hands on him,” said, ** Brother Saul,
| the Lord, cven Jesus, that appeared unto thee
| in the way as thou camest, bath sent me that
receive thy sight and be filled
with the Holy Ghost. And immediately there
fell trom s eves as if it had been scales, and
be roccived  sight forwith, (amantas, standing
up.) and was baptized. And when 56 had re-
coned meat (tood) be was strengthened.”
Such in detail  were toe circumstances of the
baptism of the late persecuting Saul of Tarsus.

historian,

was staying ur

thou n ?_;'u(q st

u his weak and taint condition, having neither
caten nor drank anything for three days, would
[ they not ofter him  sowe  refreshments before
taking Lim from the house of Judas to a river
or poul, il there were any ir: the city, to be im-
| mersed ? It is unaccountable, if he were actu-
ally dippedin water, that there is not a word to
| mtimate the faet ma hn\or_\' 50 \'Arrums(ll\“ﬂ-
| Iy narrated as this of Saul's baptism. Besides,
| 1t appears from the words of the bistory that be
was baptized in the bouse in a standing posi-
tion, which must have been simply impoasible it
be werc immersed.  After the rite was admin-
wtered, and ** when he bad taken food, be was
strengthened,”

We must bear in mind  that Saul of Tarsus,
who is known to us as Paul the Apostle, was a
Jew and a Pharisee, and had been accustomed
to see baptisms  performed by sprinkling from
his cluldbood.  Of the diverse baptisms men-
tioned in the Epistle to the Hebrows he speaks
of three rites, and these three we-e all perform-
ed by sprinkiing. Inthe Jewish law we find
the word dip, or dipping, eight times: but
they were dippings in blood and running water,
or dipping in oil, or in the waters of purifica-
tion,  But no one of these dippings cau mean
tmmersion; not one of them is the dipping a, -
plied to the whole person ; not one of them 1
an act of purification ; but in seven cases out o}
the eight the dipping is preparatory to an act
of purification by sprinkling.

The word sprinkle occurs ten times in the
Jewish laws, and in every case but one it de-
notes the rite of purification, and ia tour cases
it is applied directly to the person. In two in-
stances it is used by the prophets, in both of
which it refers to the work of purifying to be
effected by the coming of the Messiab.

Considering, then, the education of Paul a8
a Phari<ce, familiar with the rite of uprinkling
as an act or symbol of purification and of con-
secration to God, what must have been his ideas
of the mode of baptism ? Il would have been
amazed if told that he must be dipped all over
in water to be reeeived into the Church of God
under the new dispensation inaugurated on the
day of Pentecost.—-Christian Observer.

-

THE PASTOR OF THE FU1URE,.

Oxv: of our Quarterly Reviews has the fol-
lowing uews as to the ** Pastor of the Future :"

Newman Hall preaches in Surrey Chapel,
where Rowland Hill, a man of ten times his
pulpit power, once preached : but :he work done
for Christ by Newman is tenfold greater than
that wrought by bis eloquent predecessor. He
preaches through the organization that he has
developed  and inspires  and  administers ;
through his benevolent society, relieving the
sick poor at their dwellings and reaching eight
hundred cases yearly ; through his Christian
Institution Society, visiting all the neighbour-
hood with tract distribution; Lis Dorcas and
female Clothing Societies for poor women ; {his
School of Industry for the training of neglected
girls ; bis Sunday-School-Society, with its four-
bundred and seventecn teachers ; his open air
meetings and lodging house prayer meetings
conducted by laymen ; his popular works, lec-
tures and musical entertainments for the werk-
ing classes ; Lis Young Men's Christian Associ-
ation—through all ot which it is ecalculated
that not less than one handred thousand are
aniually brought under the influence of Chris-
Now, it is true that this is an eminent
instance of the power of the minister as organ-
izer and

tianity

administrator. But conceive once
what the influence of Newman Hall would be
it his strength were solely or mainly in the pul-
',.ixA Shear away from him the organizing, and
administrating work which has made Sarrey
Chapel such a camp of Christian forces; and
then, by the conirast, learn what might be the
efliciency in his sphere, and according to bis
opportunities and capacities, of the minister
who now is putting the best of his strength
and hope into Lis pulpit work.

. . . . . . . .

Clearly, T think the business of preaching in
a settled church and for a man of ordinary
chiet, but subordinate. [If as
pastors, we can find something for every man

power, 15 not

1o do, can mark out each one’s place, and rouse
ap individual interest in specitic Christian work,
we shall bave no trouble 10 finding interested
hearers. But siwply to preach trom Sunday to

Sunday to a people

as oue lectures to a lyce-
um, with no other immediate objéctive point
than to say something tresh and stirring, is of
all work the most depressing. It is no wonder
modern minster is ever secking some
vew place.  There is vothing the way ofl.no;uu
that caa freshen the pulpit like bringing it into
direct contact with the co-operative .work of the
pews.  The orgamzing, adminisirative presrt.;-
er will never be dull to bis ec-laborers ; and his
work with them, and through them will most
rapidly increase the number of those who from
an intarest in the work of Christ, will find an
interest in the word of Christ.

that the

« wmom o

A clerical joke at the expense of a brotl, v
of the cloth is going the rounds. It is said
that a clergyman who preached in a prison, a

Sunday or two since, began his dicourse in his

tradition 1 way by saying, ‘I am glad, my
triends, to sec so many of youa here this morn-

ing.




