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he is faithfu! and just to forgive our sing, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” ¢ "but now
beine mada free from sin, and become the servants
of God, ye have your fruit unto holincss, and the end
everlasting hfe.”

F'ocrtit —The Holy Spirit spplics, to the soul,
the salvation purchased by the death of Christ, e
18 sent forth, to ** convince the world of sin, and of
sighteousuess, -and of judgment.””  To rezenerate
helievingpenitente,  Fo benr witness with the spirits
of believers, that they are the chilidren of God. To
inatruct, assist and comfort them, during the trials of
hie, and give them o meciness for the inheritance of
the saints in hight.

Firru.—This saivation is to be received by faith,
not by work<. **‘Fo him that worketh rot, but be-
lieveth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
eounted for rizhiteousness ¢ I'or by grace.are ye
<avaed through Taith ; and, that, not of yourseltes : it
isthe wift of God : not of works lest any man shonll
boast.” ¢ Therefore we conclude, that a man is
justific] by faith  without the deeds of the law.”

« Believe un the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt
be saved.

Sixti.—I man be lust eternally, the fault is his
own. * Say umo them, As I live saith the Lord
God, I have no pleasurc in the death of the wicked ;
but that the wicked tarn from his way and live : turn
ve, turn ye from your evil ways ; for why will ye
die, O house of Israel 1 God our Saviour ¢ will
have all mien to be saved, and to come unto the know-
ledge of the truth.” He *“ gave himseif a ransom
for all, to be testified in due time.”” ¢ And ye will
not comne unto me,” saith the Redecmer, * that ye
might have life.”” ¢ And this is the condemnation,
that light is come into the world, and men loved dark-
ness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”
* He that believeth not shall be damned.”

Lastry.—How happy are they who embrace, and
hold fast, this salvation ! * Blessed is he whose trans-
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed
is the 'man unto whom the Lord imputeth not ini-
quity:’* ¢ Blessed are the pure in Lenrt, for they
ehall see God.” ¢ Dlessed arg thedead which die in
the Lord.® ‘T'hey shall comg forth to the ¢ resurrec-
tion of life.” Aud the Judge of quick and dead shall
say unto them, *“ Come ye hlessed children of my
Father,inherit the Kingdom prepared for you fromthe
fouudation of the worhl.””  And these shall go anway
into *“ life eternal,”so ¢ shine forth as the sun in the
kingdom of their Father”” ‘Thus we see, *“ where
sin abounded, grace did much more abound. That
as sin hath reignetl unto death, even so might grace
reign, through righicousness, unto eternal hife, by
Jesus Christ our Locd.” W. Crooxes.
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ON CHRISTIAN PROFESSION.
(Conlinued from page 85.)

‘Tuer profession of othersis insincere and inconsist-
ent. It does not hecome ug to form uncharitable
opinions of the picty of persons as long as their out-
ward walk is in conformity to.their profession. To
do this, under these circumstances, would indeed he
acting in direct opposition to the exercizes of love
which should lead us to hope for the best. But the
scene isquite changed, when we aftirm, that an openly
wicked person cannot be inthe possession of religion,
Neither can we be charged with a violation of the
law of charity, when we express our doubts of the
religious state of those, who notwithstanding their
profession, and apparent zeal for the glory of God,
wilfully and habitually indulge in the commission of
sin. For the formation of such opinions, and the

nst bein satisfied with a mere relizious profession,
we have the example of our Lord.  He dues not hesi«
tate to charge them with hypocricy. Speaking of
those, who, in the discovery of the fiults of others,
overlooked their own, he says, ““And why beholdest
thou the inote that is in thy brother’s eye, but perceiv.
est not the heam that isin thine own eye ¢ Either
how canst thou say to thy brother, Brother, let me
pull out the mote that is in thine eve, when thou thy<
scll beholdest not the beam that is in thine own eye ?
‘Thou hypocrile, cast ut first the beam out of thine
own eye, and then thou shalt sce clearly to pull out
the mote that isin thy brother’s eye.” Nor are we
without certain definite marks hy which they who are
insincere and inconsistent in their profession, may he
kaown. 'I'hey are discoverable by their conduct.
‘I'liey call Christ, “Lord, Lord,” but do not the things
which he says. Disobedience to the Divine commands
is the most certain prool of their insincerity and in-
consistency. Wherever a person lives in the trans-
gression of any of the laws of God, without repent-
ance, without discovering a desire of amendment, and
without actual reformation, he thereby exhibits to the
world the most palpable evidence of his dissimula-
tion, and the contradiction of his conduct to his pro-
fession. ¢ For every trec is known by his own fruit.
For a good tree bringeth not forth corrupt fruit
neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.
\Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.”"—
Their conversation also is another proof on the point
in question : though this remark must be taken some-
what in a qualificd sense.  The persons, onder con-
sidleration, generally have abundance to say on the
su'ject of relizion, and to others, appear very zealous
for the Lord of hosts ; so that to a person not par-
ticularly acquainted with their private walk they ap-
pear as the lluires! snints. * By good words and fair
speeches they deceive the hearts of the simple.”
Their conversation sometimes betrays the actual
state of their hearts. Not unfrequently they vent
their feelings in such improper, intemperate language
as a sincere Christian would not dare to use ; and in
addition to this, they are excessively uncharitable in
their remarks upon others, attributing to them bad
motives, when they are entirely ignorant of those mo-
tives, and calling in question the truth of those whose
character for vcracity stands unblemished. This con-
duct ix utterly irreconcilable with the actual profes-
sion of true religion, one important principle of which
is, “judge not,” and ¢ be not hasty in thy words.”
'Thus *“a good man out of the good treasure of his
heart bringeth forth that which is good ; and an evil
man out of the evil treasure of his heart hringeth
forth that which is evil : for out of the abundance of
the heart his mouth speaketh.” ‘Their irascible
tempers is another mark of their insincerity and
inconsisteney.  *“ He that hath no rule over his own
spirit is like a city that is broken down, and without
walls.”” He that is at no trouble to subdue his evil
passions, must be under the power of the *“ carnal
mind,”? which i3 “enmity against God;” and itis very
mysterious, that any person, who allows himself to
be transported with siuful anger upon the least, or
every provocation, can still lay claim to the charac-
ter of a Christian. At such a time, and under such
circumstances, he is actuated by Lis own evil heart,
and the malevolent influcnce of Satan. A proud,
angry Christian isa contradiction in terims and in fact.
‘To be a Christian is to be like Christ. Now Christ
was meek and patient. He never allowed himself in
the indulgence of sinful anger under the severest in-
sults thrown upon him, or amid the most excruciating
sufferings he endured : but in patience possessed he
his snul. 'I'o be like Christ, and to be nader the do-
minion of ungovernable passgions, is therefore impos-
sible, unless a thing can be and eannot Le at one and
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