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AN ABLE LETTER ON THE

MANITOBA SCHOOL QUES-
TION.,

The following letter was sent to the
#lobe for publication, bui up to the
time of our going to press it has
not appeared in the columns of that

journal :
To the Ed. of the (/lobe ;

Sir—During the 'lmat few years a great
ered from the press and
the public platform about the Manitoba

deal has been thun

school question. The cause of this sphinx

like difficulty is the natural inability of the
majority to comprehend the principle at

1ssue, involving as it does a matter of con
science, This is not strange, for a Protest
ant cannot sink his indivic'hmllly, and trans
form himself into a Catholic, :

Like the shield in the fable, this contro

versy has two sides. If the gladi tors in
es, like

the school arena could change pla
the knights in their struggle over the com-

position of the shield, they would, as Chris-
tiang, follow the golden rule, and do unto

each other as they would that others should

do unto them, As patriots, they would ever

after observe the Divine injunetion, and

never again throw the Apple of Discord into

the Domirion Camp mul] cause 4 rupture,
perhaps irreparable ; for Canada is 'ro
testant England and Scotland united under
the one flag with Catholic Ireland d
France, With the blood of two great
European nations in her body politic they
would frown down all race # creed dis
sensions as true sons of Canada ; for an anti
Catholic or an anti Protestant crusade, an
anti English or _an auti French policy, is
death to her, They would recognize the
fact that true Canadian statesmen cannot act
like st for united Irance or unitec
Great Prituin, as they must be the embodi
ment of both to reconcile the French ard
the English aspirations here. Such heaven
born statesmen, with pure bive for the land
of the Maple Leaf, would always aim to in
sure harmonions de velopment, by touchi o,
with & velvety hand, the deep'seated chords
that vibrate in response to language and re-
ligion, which form the foundation cement,
as history sk
Lurope and A

Sentiment, as 1ord Dufferin very happily
said in cne of his eloquent and inimitable
speeches, rules the world. Canadian states
wen will instiuctivel y appreciate that truism,
and never strike a false chord pn the Iomin
ion key hoard to wound the exquisitely ten
der sensibilities of any fellow subject, on the
seore of either race or religion.,

Stern facts must be realized and harmon
ized if ]‘msuihlu for the common goud,
British Canadian  Protestants cannot, at
will, divest themselves of their nati nal and
religious heritage. Neither ¢ an the English
speaking Catholics, nor their French Cana-
dian co-religionists perform an utter im
possibility.  Let us, therefore, agree to dis-
agree ; let us ever act like Christians ; let
us not hate each other for the love of od,

There would be no friction if all could
see alike. 'That, however, can not be expected,
The training from the eradlo to the grave

rnou!alu the mind, and forms the character of
the individual.  Ag that is different in the

two great Christian bodies under whose re
spective banners Canadians are ranked they

may be vardoned if they cannot alway's

agree.  They are simi wrly  coustituted,
pl:iynu':llly and
radi

speak, in the moulding proce ss
clear crystal vessel of pure wa

inte the othe Each has a different dr n
" the Protestant drop,” or **the ¢
drop.” Thay sees, congeqient]y.

things from others standpoint, the

is the mutual tole
essentially chara

ristie, as far as con

sistent with their mutnal eénjoyment. This
ajority
A IRTL they, like Catholic

was the mple set hy the Cat tiolie
in Maunitoba,when, i

Quebec granted the minerity complets con
trol of their own edusations) s is i
what Catholics cull * Eq
what they, in justice, shall have,
The
triotic
phases, vy praduate of
colleges and universities, from the low
the highest on both sides, |
graduate of three o the le
olic Universities of

y
1l

argument in this anpa

80 tinctarad,
ant coloring,
can convinee ¢ person of the fact
there ¢ union of schools,
<there 1 Lo a real union of hearts and

minds before the one altar, The beautiful

red, red rose
With one chy
shall b
Catholic, like France, To-da
and the statesman will govarn  himsalt
accordingly, and not become a4 de ma
eader of “an Adulla
unnatural strife, for selish purposes.
olics and Protestants should not be asked ¢
end the knee to ach othor, Eachshould 1
allowed 1o revolve in their own sphere
Ascendancy of the one o v the other cannot
ba countenanced xcept at the risk of the
disinte tion of the Confoderation,

In the first place Jet us nake
There are good and bad
and bad Catholies,
who nove
ute one cont
minister, w
pockats,
sarvient to

arows from & single stem

she is both,

i

stinction
Protestants ; good
There are Frolestants
saurch, who never contril,
]I" supnort of ¢ '“I'l‘ll or
0 Telaion excapt their
Who make Protestantism sub
1Ir own velfish mbition I'heve
are also ¢ tholice, " not truly atholics,
\'\lln, Lke OXCept that they are not
cecent enough to hang thems Ives, would sell
their party, palt mud at the hierareh 7, and
do any other d rty job for th ¢

silver, for a4 Gowve roment |
fimit or for th urpos

tellows, as hroad

traitors, in an
of the
good.

erd

drop " have so colored the
I'he Protestant seems to think
tem is entable to himself it should
warily be fair s just to everyhody
Without  violence L

aceepts a  school - 1gu fran
Protostant meajority,
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ate school, This is nity
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¢ cannot, and will not, for
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trea; for the sap, so to epeak, isTnot identi
Thero is a wide gulf between the (wo great

believes his religion true, and stakes thereon
the salvation of his soul ; )
parent does not see in the same light, These |
two men, although they accept the Bible,
cannot agree on ap mremly‘nlmpls passages,
expressed in the plainest 1‘1nu1wh', and yet
they are both sincere, intelligent Christians,
What has supervened to prevent their mental .

drop ” and ** the Catholic drop?” As a con
sequence, each has his own church to attend,
his own_minister to expound the Divine
Protestants can, and do, attend
different  denominations
of Protestantism ; the ministers even ex
change pulpits ;: and they are endeavoring
now to form a Union church,
not surprising that a nation is called Protest
ant or Catholic only, and that Protestants
can attend the same schools, established by
s ; for the species are included in

churches of the

When these two great
Christian bodies differ co furdamentally on
such a vital question, that their minds cannot
accept the teachings of one Church, how can
, versed in hlmmn.n:mlru,
expect that the parents on either side can
send their children, without violation of con
science, to the same school, for the mind,
moulded by church and school, i‘« one and
indivisible and cannot assimilate incompati-
They accept the one ook
and disagree as to its meaning, but they can-
not agree on the books used in the schools,
nor on the teachers; and vet the Catholics are
asked to accept the principles of the:e hooks,
and to consent to let them be instilled into the
plastic minds of their children by non Catho
How can any parent, on either
sida, believing himself to he right, be true to
his inner self, or to his sons and daughters, if
he send them to be educated in an atmos

phere considered by himto be unorthodox 2
A law compelling Chris 3
to their convictions is on a par with the
brutality of the Sultan toward the Armenians,
In this ‘enlightened century it should not be
tolerated, for it is
tender feelings of hu;u.‘mir‘\', and contrary to
the broad charity of Christianity, be the min-
ority what they may, )

To some these views will seem strange, for

8 to act contrary

8, of the mighty nations of

church and school, as they have heen edu-
cated only on their own side of the fence,
The mind is the bond of union, The prin-
ciples inculcated in each are positive, and
become an inseparable part of the mind, as
assimilated food becomes part of the body.
The majority cannot support the schools of
the minority, because their mind will not let
them kneel at the same altar.
and the school are as indi solubly blended in
their mind as are those o
Catholic mind, without
slightest degree, to
This is no mere t
acher— proclaims the fact,
schools can only be the re
rit pervading them.
t, and rules the camp,
ant mind rules in th
aat church and in the Nations
how can it secularize itself?
expected to perform a mir:
in the school-room,
It would be as e:

f the minority in the

prayers or seriptursl

flection of the spi
teacher holds the for

all its religious efiects »
asy for a leopard to change
or for a white man to become &
panacea is a myth
stion resolves itself down to this :
mind submit to be im
Catholic mind, or viee v
The Catholics distinetly answer
" Can legislation accomy
'y to the law of nature,
** possuiius,” the Gordian
atwoal schools ¢an be
control, and all the
acan then Zrow up together in
This is an easy solution of the
enigma.  Will the Manitoha majority

spiritually, “and yet they

cally * differ, mentally,  because their
minds have leen differently colored, so to
Just as one
s colored
blue, and another red, by dropping a little
blua powder into the one, sind a little red

Can the Protestant

knot is cut and the \

tholic placed under Catholic

ugch
difterently colored glasses.  [f they could
only change spectacles, and thus leara to 0@
i v would
soon realize the irreconcilability of the
<oloring of their mental ayer, ani perceive
that the true policy to ba followed in Canada

The ivfluence of religion on the mi
not be put on and off like an overcoat
body, however willing, can rid himselt
etfect of his religious impressio

lon of all principles

! . "
in e to keep Iis duly commissioned | in such a siren-like manner
v g B e . [ rotestantism, with her as a dark
young Catholic, under
tive eloquence, is,
ybdis, in danger of
ks of either indifferent-
The Church, as represent-
hools and colleges, to the
the writer repudiates, as it

teachers right while performin, ' His work.
These he believes are to be found in the Cath-
olic Church only, in unbroken succession
from Peter down. They are subject to all

, human intirmities, divided in every conceiv

able manner, in race, in language, in_poli
tics, and in ability ; and yet, mirabile dictu !
they agree and act as a unit the world over
in matters of faith and morals ; for the Holy
Spirit, the quintessence of truth, cannot sanc-
tion versatility, Fe can teach through them
the truth only, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth, How can any human Jaw
eradicate that belief on which Catholic schools
are based 7 'What effect could the report of
any commission have on minds so imbued
with Catholicism? Would it induce the
minority to accept the schools of the major-
ity, professing an anti Catholic belief 2

he Protestant here again dissents, and
says that religion has nothing to do with the
National schools, and that children of both
faiths can attend the one school with impun-
ity. He means, of course, not the minority
school, but the school of his own choice,
which he fondly believes is unsectarian,
although evolved from the Protestant mind.
T'his is not wonderful, for man canyot se
beam in his own, while he can ses a mots in
the eye of another, The Catholic chool is to
him :l«’nmnin:.tiun;ll, while his own is secular.

The Catholic replies: *In God's name,
bring up your child in your own way, and lat
me have the same sacred right, You may as
well try to convines me that our boys can
study, even mathematics, together in 4 honse
of questionable repute, withont danger to
their morals ; in a small-pox hospital, withont
rigk to their health ; in China, without peril
to their Christianity, as to say tll.'n‘,rln-ym:cy
not be influenced in the majority, or in the
minority schools, by the predominating tend-
encies of these institutions ; for man is affect-
ed by his company, and by his surroundings,
for either good or evil,”

On this point the Cath-lie parent has good
backing. Let us hear Pr testant Ontario
talk. She , On page , chapter 65, of
the Covsolidated Statutes of | pper Canada :
"Upon the application in writing of twelve or
more heads of families resident in any town
ship, city, town or ine rporated village, being
Protestunt the municipal Couneil of said
township or the Board of School Trustees of
such city, ortown, or incorporated villaga,
shall anthorize the establishment there
in of oma or more Separate  schoois
for ~ Protestants ; and in every such
case such Council, or Board, as the cuse
may  be, shall preseribe the limits of
the section or sections of such schools " and
" No Protestant Separate school thall be
allowed in any school section except when
the teacher of the Common school in such
section is a Roman Cathclie,” In 1877, in
chapter 206 of the Revised Statutes she ut

tered the samae linguage, In 1887, in chap

ter 227, she spcke 4 little wore strongly by
cha ng  “twelve or more heads of

tamilies” to ** five ”; and thus she stands
on record today. Comment is unneces-
sary. Is this not proof enough of the
counection hetween chureh and  school
in the Protestant mind » Many a time
persons travel in the same boat with-
out knowing it, Human nature is the same
the world over. Even a naturally fimid
sheep will face death to pro'ect her littla
lamb, 1Is it any wonder, then, that the
liberal Protestanfs of Ontario have thus as
serted their legal right to protect their chil
w!u_m, even in their own Public schools, from
heing influenced by the mind of a Catholic
teacher ?

Ihey surely will not, as advocates of
" Equal Rights,” support the illiberality of
the Manitoha maj rity in their attempt to
compel the minority to send their children to
schools taught by Protestants! If that major
ity will think Ontario wrong in hoyeoting

thoiic teachers,

they will perhaps be mag
naninous enough to settle the trouble 1y
putting them in their National schools, The
Protestants ot On'ario are right, and com-
wand the admiration of eve ry Catholice, for
’r'l.w-ir strict integrity of re ligious prineiple.
I'o have acte vise would have been an
acknowled gment very luke-warm fuith,
bordering on indiffer Ism or hypocrisy,
10} e they, without exposing the cloven f ot,
refuse the support 1eir mighty influence

to the minority in

lose his mind, he retains it so affect
out it, he would be a lunatic
must carry with him into the
religious influence,
carries with him his head
can he, then, help, unce
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ystem, This is

Rights,” and

been heard in wl its
l the schools,
wt to
) the writer, a
ng nonf ath-
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suffer what he cons

Vand one school, Canada
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) sserion of an equn
right to hs their Cathclic teacl
it so, th uid tow their heads in st .
i ne n preach w! they cannut
1
s t
th Lie L ¢
g laity
st the Lierar inion,
are opposed to the intellectya) advancement
£ Ehist :
bewr flocks.  According to the ir public

erances, they barbor uoill-feelings a
Catholies on account of theic creed ;
whole animus, indeed, is agai

archy, whom they
of the National,
N

ust
their
tgainst the hier
s the opponents
and the sole champions of the
eparate, schools,
Such kindly s
mile ;

1
regard

itiments make the laity
the igmorance displayed of the strons
attachment subsistinge beiween  them and
their hit-:.m'h;\', the noblest, the ¢ ndest,
the most learned body, iu the world,

I'he laity are n , and would not, be the
slaves of the hierar hy, nor ot any hody else.
I'hey are free, and they chee riully aud in
teiligzen obey the spiritual commands of
their superior oficers in the army of the
Chureh Militant,  As Her Majesty's loyal
soldiers, on the {is i of bat ), obey their
commistioned offica , 1t surely does not fol
low that they are 3 ;
troops would risk

even life itself i
heir flag, and their ofticers, s
the Catholic soldie rs, the lait
the banner of the Cross and

liteless hodie 5, the

Y, rally round
shield with their
sacred persons of their
sprritual leaders, wh meet them at the
eradle, walk with them thy ugh life, and
leave them only at the grave, ) it 1s 1o
hight to relieve them from the hierarchy, v
tor nearly nineteen hundred yeurs,
taithtully stood on the wateh towers,
g their flocks from the 163 0t the ey, ‘
Lhey are one in loyalty to their mvisible
ead 15 the British army to their noble
en, Strike at one, aud you strike both,
o hierarchy and the laity are one in their
Just demand tor their own schools,

. Phere are no freer eople in religion than
the Uatholics.  Bound to, ether two hundred
and fitty mulion strong by the ous bond of
taith from His Holiness aown to the hu nblest
layman, the message sent by their

! ¥ reign
Prince, the King of i 18, Leture whom all
shall one day apg r, o every
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nd ¢l
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or religion. If they were, there would be | Michigan, per bush., 30 tos
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appeal to the Dominion : and yet the majority buckwheat, 2
arrogate to themgelves the name Manitoba, and
sy, since the late election, ** Manitoba will not
be coerced.” Nobody is asking for such an im-
polite measure. The mnjority are only re
quested to act like Christians and to leave the
minority alone concerning a radical point
wherein they conscientiously differ. Is this
coercing Manitoba ? The triimph of the Green
way Government at the polls does not prove the
right of the mjority to force the minority into
an acceptance of the National schools. That
triumph shows the greater reason wh the
Dominjon should exercise her power and yer-
form her duty to all Canada, by protecting the
minority in “their constitutiona rights; for,
irom such a majority, the latter may expect as
much Jiberal treatment, judging from 1800 to
the present time, us if they were 8o many
slaves. Years of solemn protest, of worrying
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