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A SCOFF EK AGAISST Mill- 
AC LES.

\ Christ made any pretence that it was 
their mission “to drive all sickness

Mit. GLADSTONE AND THE 
HUSH F ARTY.

existing should be healed than that 
further division should take place. 
We trust that some measures may lie 
taken whereby a united Irish

PI
g‘abolition of religious teaching in the | 

schools.
This course of the Government has 

had the result which might naturally 
have been expected : for though the 
clergy of Italy kept up zealously a 
system of religious education, the 
exclusion of God from the schools and 
anti-Christian teaching, have had the 
effect of raising the crop of Anarchists, 
the existence of which Signor Crispi 

pondenf. intended lur publication, »a ! now professes to regret.
>nl having reference to business, should ! . - ,, . . .athe proprietor, md must reach The assassin of President Carnot 

' ‘t'be1 pil'd'‘lu'fuU Seïtfé paper *nd the attempting assassins of Pre
miers Dupuy, and Crispi himself, are 
the fruit of this anti-Christian policy 
which has been followed by the rulers 
of both Prance and Italy. It is, per
haps, a sign of returning sense to the 
rulers of Italy that Signor Crispi has 
even gone so far as to express the 
hope that Church and State will work 
together for the common good.

It is only a few weeks since it was 
made manifest that the Government 
had not learned wisdom from the sad 
condition of affairs for which it is re
sponsible. This occurred when Signor 
Bovio, the dramatist, announced the 
production of a sacreiigious play en
titled “ Christ at the Feast of Purim." 
This dr„ma represents Christ as one of 
the characters amid the riotous mob of 
the Jewish Saturnalias, with all the 
accessories of the modern Vaudeville 
style of drama.

This of itself should he enough to 
make the Government prohibit its pro
duction ; but in spite of all that com
mon decency would prescribe, the play 
is tolerated, and the journals which 
support the Infidel character of the 
Government are unanimous in uphold
ing Signor Bovio and the theatre man
agers who have produced the blasphem
ous concern,

But all has not been serene with the 
producers of the play. It was first 
brought out in Naples, and Cardinal 
Sanfelice, the Archbishop of Naples, 
uttered the note of warning to his 
people not to countenance it. There 
is some hope for Italy in the fact that 
this denunciation had its effect, and 
the play had scarcely any audience in 
any of the large cities. It has been 
repeated in Florence aud several other 
cities, but in every case with the simi
lar result that it has been a financial 
failure.

Every Italian Bishop in whoso dio
cese it was produced condemned it, 
and expiatory services have been held 
to make some atonement to God for 
the blasphemy. These expiatory ser
vices have been attended by thousands, 
while the piav itself had scarcely an 
audience at all. At Carrara the 
money was returned to the seven peo- 
pl < who were at the theatre to see it, 
aud there was no representation. At 
Marsa, the first audience was very 
small, and the second smaller still. 
At Blanc enza only 320 francs, SG I, 
were received at the door.

The play has no literary merit, aud 
the only recommendation it has is the 
impudence of its blasphemy.

It happened only recently in France 
that a play in which Mahomet, the 
mule-driver of Mecca, was introduced, 
was prohibited by the authorities, be
cause it gave offence to the Sultan of 
Turkey, who asked that it should he 
stopped. Yet the Italian Government 
has allowed the production of a drama
tic representation which is offensive 
not only to Catholics, hut to all Christ
ians.

It is to be hoped that the recent 
Utterances of Signor Crispi indicate 

was that a new state of affairs is to be 
inaugurated, and some respect to be 
shown by the Government to the re
ligious wants of the people, who, it is 
understood, will not much longer 
submit to atheistic rule. The Pre
mier's words at Naples are remarkably 

exercise of his plain as indicating the new departure. 
He said :

In an article which appeared in the Horn the earth : neither has any Cath
olic brotherhood done so.

The London Timex and other Tory 
papers are making, or rather attempt
ing to make, great capital against the 
Irish Nationalist and l.iberal parties, 
from the discovery that Mr. Gladstone 
and Lord Tweedmouth recently made 
large subscriptions to the Irish Parlia
mentary Fund. Mr. Gladstones sub
scription amounted to I'lOO.

It appears to have been in conse
quence of a circular appealing for help 
aud signed by Messrs. Justin McCarthy 
and John Dillon that these subscrip
tions were given, the object being to 
enable the Irish party to maintain 
itself in Parliament, aud to fight the 
battle for the Irish cause in their con
stituencies.

There is nothing specially criminal 
either in making an appeal to the 
public for aid towards attaining a 
political object, or in accepting contri
butions given for such a purpose ; and 
in the case of the Irish party it is ab
solutely necessary that there should be 
such a fund.

There is no indemnity paid to mem
bers of the British Parliament as is the 
case in Canada : hence only wealthy 
men who can afford to give their whole 
time, or a great portion of the year, 
for nothing, can look for a Parliament
ary seat, or even bear the expense of 
an election contest. But the Irishmen 
who have the confidence of the people 
are not of the wealthy class who could 
afford this, and consequently the people 
of Ireland would be compelled to sub
mit to be represented or misrepresent
ed; by the rich Earls and Marquises 
who have been their oppressors, if 
there were no Parliamentary Fund 
from which to pay an indemnity to 
their representatives, and all necessary 
election expenses.

Even in Canada, where an indemnity 
is paid without a murmur to members 
of Parliament, aid is often given from 
a general Parliamentary fund of the 
party interested in gaining seats in 
the House of Commons. Surely there is 
no criminality in the case, if that is 
done in Ireland which is done in British 
colonies : and since there is no crime 
therein, there is nothing essentially 
wrong in accepting the contributions 
of English Liberals to the Irish Fund. 
Ireland is poor: that is to say, the people 
generally are poor, having been kept 
in poverty by bad laws, placed on the 
statute book for the aggrandizement 
of titled absentee landlords and 
wealthy companies of London mer
chants who have inherited their title 
to Irish soil chiefly through confisca
tions of Irish property during the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. 
It is, therefore, no humiliation to Ire
land to accept assistance to enable her 
to fight the battle for political liberty.

The Executive Committee of the Irish 
National League of Great Britain have 
acknowledged that they issued their 
circular asking in a general way for 
help, but deny that they sent a copy of 
it to Mr. Gladstone or any member of 
the Government. But when the con
tributions of Mr. Gladstone and Baron 
Tweedmouth were spontaneously sent 
to them they could see no reason lor a 
refusal to accept them in the further
ance of a good cause. Mr. Michael 
Davitt says plainly that he would be 
glad that other Liberals would follow 
their example.

There are some even among the Irish 
National Party who are of opinion 
that by accepting aid from wealthy 
British Liberals, the independence of, 
the Irish party is jeopardized. Mr. 
Hsaly is reported to be among the 
number who are of this way of think
ing, and it is said that he wishes these 
contributions to be' returned. Mr. 
Davitt, however, declares that there is 
no humiliation associated with the 
acceptance of the money, any more 
than there is in the receipt and appli
cation of funds from any other source.

To us it appears that Mr. Davitt is 
right, but we trust that on a matter 
so trivial, the unity of the Nationalist 
party will not be imperilled. The 
cause of Ireland has already been more 
than sufficiently injured by the un
happy dissensions which divided the 
Nationalists into two hostile camps. 
This unhappy division caused the loss 
of several Irish seats at the last general 
election, and if there are to be new 
divisions on trifling matters, it needs 
but little foresight to see that there 
will be further losses at the next elec
tion.
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concerning a recent miracle j The sneering and irreverent lan- 
wblch is reported to have been ffuageof “Mack1 it just as applicable to 
wrought in Quebec at the tomb of, and these miracles related in Holy Scrip- 
through the intercession of, Monseig- i ture as t° those which have occurred at 
neur Laval, a scoffing writer is allowed ; the shrine of St. Anne and the tomb of 
to put before the publia the following , "»r- Laval : and such 
piece of impertinence : j Bict hut the scoilings of Tom Paine and

“ It is impossible for one not edu- j Col. Iugersoll, reproduced in the 
catcd in the thraldom of such notions to ' columns of Saturday Sight. How- 
belief in the miraculous powers vested j ever, if it be true that Almighty God 
show even the scantext respect for this | 
in the bones of dead humanity. That 
illness exists at all must be set down, 
in the minds of those who have faith, 
as a fatal reproach to the Roman Cath
olic brotherhoods, which, by their own 
showing, could produce relics enough 
to drive all sickness from the earth.
Professing to work miracles, they are 
very chary about it. Of course it all 
depends upon the point of view, and I 
suppose we would eat ants if we lived 
in the part of the world where such is 
the practice, but it would surely be 
better to abandon the faith in miracle- the shrine of St. Anne is so well 
working bones, than to wait until it is 
laughed out of countenance, as it is 
sure eventually to be.”

In a similar flippant way this writer 
speaks of the many miracles which 
are said to have occurred at the shrine 
of St. Anne of Beaupre.

It is almost needless to say to our 
readers that this species of scoffing 
reference to “ the bones of dead 
humanity,” and to the Roman Catho
dic brotherhoods, which do not mir
aculously “ drive all sickness from the 
earth,” is but a poor imitation of Bob 
Ingersoll's scornful allusions to Chris
tian truth in any form, aud especially 
of the flippancy with which the noted 
infidel speaks of the miracles which 
are recorded in the Gospel, 
reading matter as this is calculated 
to produce a generation of infidels, 
and it is not surprising that there 
should be so many scoffers when such 
feeble wit is read with avidity by 
hundreds of thoughtless persons. Is 
it Saturday Sight's mission to propa
gate infidelity ?

“Mack,” the writer who signs this 
article, states that “the Catholic brother
hoods ” profess to be able to drive all 
sickness from the earth by means of 
relics, or bones of dead humanity.
Before making such an assertion, he 
should have found some evidence that 
such is the case. Such evidence he 
has not produced : and we venture to 
say that he cannot produce a 
tittle of evidence that his statement is 
truthful, or that any Catholic brother
hood has made such a claim.

There is a word in the English lan
guage, as short as the name Mack, by 
which those are designated who bear 
false witness against their neighbors, 
and that is the word which should have 
been chosen by the writer in question 
as his now very descriptive nom de 
plume.

But though Catholic brotherhoods 
make not this claim, it is a remarkable 
fact that there is a mass of evidence 
that cannot be disregarded, to the 
effect that miracles have been wrought, 
by the power of God, whereby the sick 
have been restored to health through 
the instrumentality of certain relics of 
saints. To cite words of Holy Scripture 
bearing upon this matter, those who 
have been at the shrine of St. Anne, 
and those who have witnessed what has

party
will take the field when next an appeal 
will be made to the electorate—

OlInst.,
an event

which cannot be far off under the 
circumstances in which the Liberal 
party of Great Britain finds itself, with 
a hostile House of Lords blocking much- 
needed legislation.
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hisneers are in
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lcThe London Times of the 11th iust. 

is said to contain a bitter article 
against the British contributors to the 
Irish fund.
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has deigned to reward the faith of 
prayerful and pious visitants to the 
tombs of the illustrious and saintly 
first Bishop of Quebec, and to the

oiIt represents that the 
fund is kept up by “supporters of the 
Irish physical force party, ' and it 
couples the names of Mr. Gladstone and 
Baron Tweedmouth with dynamiters 
in the following style :

“The only consolation is that the 
publication of the names of the 
latest subscribers seems likely to pre
vent all further contributions for the 
present from the old subscribers It' 
Privy Councillors do not shrink from 
appearing in the same list with dyna
miters, the latter will hardly consent 
to appeal- with Privy Councillors. 
Even Irish-American politicians have 
scruples, and even the Clan na Gael 
has its point of honor. "
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London, Saturday, Sept. 22, 1894. 
ITALY ASD THE POPE.

o
Beaupre shrine, wherein reposes a relic 
from the arm of St. Anne, the grand
mother of Our Lord, tt behooves us not 
to ridicule the Divine manifestation. 
To do so would he blasphemous aud 
sacrilegious.
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According to the Pall Matt Gazette, 
a telegram from Rome states that there 
is some prospect of a peace between 
the Italian king and the Pope. It is 
said that Crispi's Private Secretary 
paid a visit to, and had a long confer
ence with Cardinal Rampolla, opening 
negotiations which it is hoped may 
bring about some settlement of the ex
isting difficulties. It was after this 
visit that the Pope appointed an 
Apostolic perfect at Massotvah, Africa, 
the centre of the Italian territory on 
the dark continent. King Humbert 
has also approved and sealed the Pon
tifical decree appointing Cardinal 
Sarto to the Patriarchate of Venice. 
These are the first mutual acts on the 
part of King and Pope which could be 
interpreted as any evidence of a corn
ing reconciliation between the ecclesi
astical and royal authority ; and the 
visit of the Secretary was the first 
visit of a civil official to the Vatican 
since the occupation of Rome by the 
Italian forces in 1870.

Another act of the Government 
which points in the same direction is 
the high euloguim passed by Signor 
Crispi on the Cardinal-Archbishop of 
Naples in the Premier’s speech in that 
city. He expressed the hope that 
Church and State, will act in harmony 
in the suppression of Anarchism, the 
common foe of all authority, civil aud 
spiritual. The presence ol the Car
dinal on the occasion is regarded as a 
sign that both king and Pope are 
desirous of coming to an amicable 
arrangement.

It is no easy task to foresee what 
may happen in the future iu any case : 
but the more so in regard to a matter 
which depends upon so many contin
gencies as a reconciliation between 
the Holy Father, whose cause is 
that of justice and right, and the 
robber Government which has de
spoiled him of the Patrimony 
of the Church ; and we shall 
not pretend to be able to tell 
what the future may bring forth in 
the present case. It does not soem to 
us possible, however, that there can 
bo any final settlement unless there 
should bo on the part of the Italian 
and other Governments a complete 
recognition of the Pope's sovereign 
authority in Rome and .a s risfactory 
guarantee given that he shall be free 
from any interference of Italian offic
ials in Rome, and sufficient territory 
around the city to enable him to have 
free communications with all nations.

This would be but a small reparation 
for the indignities which have been 
heaped upon the Holy Father since the 
Italian occupation of Rome : aud every 
Catholic, and even every Protestant, 
Government should feel desirous that 
,siK h a state of affairs should be re
established.

The Providence of God arranged that 
Rome, where the See of Peter 
fixed, and which was the centre of 
unity for the Catholic world, should 
become the Patrimony of the Church 
as soon as the authority of the Church 
became so widely extended that the 
independence of the Pope became 
necessary for tUq 
universal spiritual jurisdiction. This 
occurred nearly as about A. D. 728. 
I'*.',ngs Pepin and Charlemagne did not 
establish, but only confirmed and ex
tended, the Pope’s temporal jurisdiction, 
because they recognized its necessity. 
Since that time the Pope’s government 
has passed through many vicissitudes : 
hut always to be restored again to 

■ stability.
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That miracles have been wrought at i
t

attested that they can scarcely be 
called into question, hut it is not neces
sary to go into details regarding them 
here.

A miracle has been recently re
ported to have occurred at the tomb of 
Mgr. Laval. Concerning this we 
only know what has been published in 
the papers, and there seems to be truth 
in the testimony to the effect that the 
event really happened. But none of 
these miracles are of Catholic faith, 
that we should he bound to believe 
them, nor does the truth of Catholic 
faith or doctrine depend in any way 
upon them. Thev are to be examined 
as any other fact which is asserted to 
have occurred. If they are attested 
by credible witnesses, a reasonable 
man cannot refuse to believe 
them. If the evidence is insufficient, 
no credit is to be attached 
to the narration, and there is an end 
to the matter. But the facts are not 
to be refuted by Mack's profane scurril
ity ; and there is no justification for 
such language as this, which he 
uses a little further on :

“The dense fatalism aud supersti
tion to be found in parts of Asia keep 
the world in constant peril of a cholera 
or black death plague, and any com
munity that teaches the people to 
trust for health to faith or charms 
(such as the Protestant Faith Curists 
of Ontario, and the Roman Catholic 
bone-kissers of Quebec), is flying in 
the face ot ail mankind s experience, 
and all the facts laid down by science. "

This is but a lame rehash of Hume's 
argument that all miracles are con
trary to human experience, and are 
therefore unworthy of credit. They 
are not contrary to the experience of 
those who have witnessed them, and 
no science can limit the power of God, 
nor is the operation of that power to 
be tested by science, since God's will 
overrules both chemistry and medi
cine, which are but the results of His 
will.
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This language is just wbat might be 
expected from a journal which has all 
along endeavored to class the Irish 
Nationalist party with assassins ; but 
it will have no effect with reasoning 
people who remember the sad failure

i
t
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1of that journal to make good its former 
statements to the same effect. 4The
mouthpiece of the forger Pigott cannot 
expect that its utterances on Irish 
questions will terrify the Liberals of 
Great Britain into accepting the policy 
it lays down on Irish matters, or, indeed, 
on any other subject.

As far as the Liberal party is con
cerned, the interest still displayed by 
Mr. Gladstone and Baron Tweedmouth 
in the succuss of the Irish demand for 
Home Rule is au evidence that the 
Liberals will not give up the cause of 
Ireland because they have to meet the 
opposition ot the House of Lords : and 
there can be no reasonable doubt the 
final result will be that all that Ireland

I

i

Such

demands will be granted, even if the 
concession be delayed.

ESCAPED SUSS OF A SEW 
KISD.

It is a somewhat amusing turning of 
the tables, after all the harrowing tales 
which have been told to delighted 
audiences by such dubious characters 
as Margaret L. Shepherd, Edith O'Gor 
mou, Maria Monk, et hoc genus mnne, 
concerning the wickedness of nuns 
and nunneries, that now the Protestant 
nuns, who have been only a few years 
in existence, are having their turn in 
being “ exposed " by parties who seem 
to have a better foundation for their 
tales of horror than have had the 
escaping parties for the stories which 
have hitherto been told of Catholic in
stitutions. A few weeks ago a person 
known as the “PeckharnNuu " figured 
in the London police court in the full 
dress of a Sister of Mercy, to answer 
charges brought against her for col
lecting money under false pretences. 
She was committed to prison for the 
offence. She was a nun of the “Order 
of St. Charles:'" but the St. Charles in 
the case was not the well known saint 
whom the Catholic Church honors un
der that name, but “ Charles, the 
martyr king of England," put to death 
by his Protestant subjects for his alleg
ed tyrannical rule. A Father Superior 
of the Order of St. Charles, who ap
peared in connection with this case, 
was testified by a policeman to be a 
suspended minister of the Church of 
England, who had reinstated himself 
by becoming Prior or Abbot of the 
religious order in question.

All this shows that in the Church of 
England there is no authority to pre
vent any one from assuming a high 
ecclesiastical authority, provided he or 
she dubs himself or herself with 
high sounding title, such as these per
sons assumed. They become monks 
and nuns, priors and abbots at will, 
and there is no authority which 
restrain them.

But the case of the Peck ham nun is 
not the only instance of the new and 
unexpected turn which matters have 
taken. There have been within the 
last few months complaints of cruel 
treatment made by several “ escaped 
nuns " against their “Abbesses,” who 
appear to have acted in the premises 
just as might be expected from the 
heads of new fangled religious orders 
who, not being amenable to any estab
lished authority, would conduct their 
orders according to their own whims 
and fancies. Pride is sure to he the 
predominant feature in the rule of 
such religious superiors : aud it is no 
wonder that such acts of tyranny as 
the escaped nuns complain of should 
be of frequent occurrence ; and as

We should add here that there is a 
great difference between the “Protest
ant Faith Curists of Ontario " and the 
Catholics who have piously visited the 
shrines of St. Anne and other saints. 
These Catholics have not neglected, nor 
have they been advised by their clergv 
to neglect, the ordinary methods afford
ed by medical science to obtain relief. 
As far as our experience has gone, in 
nearly every case when shrines of the 
saints have been visited to obtain re
lief, the visits were made after all the 
efforts of medical men hadtailed toeffect 
a cure, and then relief was asked, and 
sometimes got, through prayer to God, 
or the mediation of God's saints.

The Faith Curists, on the contrary, 
reject the ordinary means which God 
lias appointed for the cure of diseases, 
and pretend to possess the power of 
healing by the laying on of hands, or 
some other inadequate means. Faith 
Curism is a real superstition : but con
fidence in God's power, and a reason
able hope for a favor through means 
of prayer, is not a superstition, but a 
right reliance on God. The two classes 
are not to be placed in the. same cate
gory. _________________

happened at the tomb of Monsiegnor 
Laval, tell us that “ the blind 
see, the lame walk " (St. Matt, 
xi. 5), or that other diseases or 
infirmities have been cured, as a mark 
of divine favor to those who piously 
prayed for relief through the interces
sion of those who when living were un
doubtedly the friends and saints of God, 
of whom Holy Scripture says :

“But to me, thy friends, OGod, are 
made exceedingly honorable : their 
principality is exceedingly strength
ened. " (Ps. 138.)

It is not the first time that God has
manifested his power of working mir
acles through the bones of dead human
ity, or other relics ol saints.

We are told in 1 Kings, iv. Protes
tant Bible, 2 kings), that Eliseus, the 
prophet, raised from the dead the child 
of a certain Sunamite woman, by plac
ing his mouth on the child's mouth, his 
eyes on the child's eyes, and his hands 
on the child's hands. Afterwards, when 
the prophet was dead, certain persons 
who were about to bury a dead man 
near the tomb, being interrupted by 
the approach of Moabite rovers, “ cast 
the body into the sepulchre of Eliseus. 
Ami when it had touched the bones ol' 
Eliseus, the man came to life and stood 
upon his feet.” (4 Kings, xiii., 21.)

Again, we are told that the shadow 
! of St. Peter delivered many from their

some
“Society is passing at the present 

moment through a grievous crisis. 
Never more than to day did we feel 
the" want of seeing the two authorities, 
civil and religious, marching with one 
accord to lead the people in the way 
of justice and charity. From the 
darkest abysses have risen an in
famous sect which writes on its Hag,
‘ No God, no master.’ United to day 
in common recognition of a memorable 
period, let us form in closely-serried 
ranks to combat this monster, inscrit»-

Half a dozen English excursionists 
got themselves into trouble on the 
occasion of the celebration of the 
festival of the Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin at Boulogne. They 
were arrested and brought befoi'e the 
court charged with interrupting a 
religious procession. It appears that 
a procession was passing along the 
street iu honor of the festival, the 
Bishop of Calais being present in the 
cavalcade. One man went around iu 
mockery with hat iu hand demanding 
pence for the processionists, and the 
others were guilty of like indecorous 
conduct. They were sent to prison in 
default of hail, but were released at

can

It cannot reasonably be dented that 
the spiritual government of two hun
dred and fifty millions of souls, under 

form of Government, requires

ing upon our flag, the motto, ‘ Our 
God, our King and our country ' 
Yes. let us raise aloft our Hag adorn» devery

the greatest possible discretion. But with this sacred device, displaying it
to the people as a sign ol salvation, 
‘in hoc si g no rinces.' "it needs something more than disere

A despatch from London states that 
the Parnellite members “are complac
ently relying upon the disruption of 
the Irish party on account of the dis
pute which has arisen," and that their 
position may be strengthened thereby 
at the coming elections. It is more to 

j be desired that the dissensions already

It noads to ho beyond even thelion.
suspicion of being controlled by any 
temporal sovereign.

The Irish Bishops at their recent 
meeting adopted a resolution express-

Hitherto, certainly, the Italian Gov- ing horror at the dreadful crime which I infirmities. (Acts V. 15.) Ilandker- 
ernment has shown no disposition to lias resulted in the death of President chiefs and aprons which had touched 
grant anv concession which would re- ''arnot. and tendering to the generous
h • , people ol I ranee an expression of keen : . . . ln . , ,
establish the Holy lathers iudepend- son!oW aMj tn Madame Carnot and effcct *,Acts XIX' 12) i J’et wa <*0 not j Perhaps the event will teach them a

read anywhere that the Apostles of lesson they need.

the intercession of friends after they 
had been two days in durance vile.the body of St. Paul had the same

It has waged a relentless war her family respectful sympathy.once.
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