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THOH. COFFEY,
Publlshei and Proprietor.

UTTM PROM HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP 
WALSH.

London, Ont., May 23,1879.
Dear Mr. Cor key.—As you have become 

proprietor and publisher of the Catholic 
■■cord, I deem It my duty to announce to 
tta subscriber# and patrons that the change 
of proprietorship will work no change In its 
one and principles; that It will remain, what 
It has been, thoroughly Catholic, entirely In
dependent of political parties, and exclu
sively devoted to the cause of the Church and 
to the promotion of Catholic Interests. I am 
confident that under your experienced man
agement the Record will Improve in useful
ness and efficiency ; and I therefore earnestly 
commend it to the patronage and encourage
ment of the clergy and laity of the diocese.

Relieve me,
Yonr# very sincerely,

+ John Wai.hh,
Bishop of London.

Mr. THOMAH CoyjrXY
Office of the “ Catholic Record.”

Cntliolic Kttorb.
LONDON, FRIDAY, JINK 17, I SHI.

Diorown Contrihut Inns Towards the New 
Cathedral.

The Rev. Father Tiernan, Chancellor 
of the Diocese, thankfully acknowledges 
the following contribution!, from the l)u>- 
oeee, toward, the erection of the new 
Chthedral :
April 21, St. Anne’s, Rev. I*.

Andrieux, Pastor.. 811 f, i <1
May 17, Mait,stone, Rev. F. J.

Ouellette, Pastor.... 2.Mi 00
“ 21, Windsor, Very Rev.

Dean Wagner, Pastor 600 00

THE IRISH LAND AGITATION

While the land bill in dragging 
itself slowly anil wearily through 
the mazes of Parliamentary proce
dure—the agitation is gaining 
ground with alarming rapidity in 
Ireland. The government now 
seems bewildered by the (results of 
its cowardice and indiscretion. The 
early part of the session was con
sumed in pushing through the legis
lature measures for the complete 
suppression of freedom in Ireland, 
or in the distortion of Parliament
ary rule to silence the voice of Ire
land’s chosen representatives. Now, 
in the midst of summer, after varied 
promises and empty threats by 
ministers, Ireland is without a land 
hill. Well, the sooner the govern
ment realizes the fact that without 
a land hill there can be no peace 
for Ireland, and no security for Kng- 
lanil, the better for all concerned. 
Coercion Acts and Arms Acts can
not settle the land question. The 
solution of that vital question de
mands vigor, honesty, and earnest
ness. The Gladstone Government 
took the seals of office with an ap
parent determination to remove the 
iniquities and infamies of landlord
ism. Ireland did indeed hope that 
when the British constituencies in
dignantly rejected Lord Boucons- 
field’a vulgar appeal to their pre
judices, with tlio advent of" a new 
administration, justice would he a I 
length done her. But she hoped in 
vain, as she had often hoped before. 
The new liberal administration dis
played from the first a lamentable 
weakness in dealing with Irish ques
tions. The failure of Parliament 
last year to do anything to right 
the wrongs of the Irish tenantry— 
was by the friends of the adminis
tration attributed to the House of 
Lords—and much was promised for 
the present session. When Parlia
ment re-assembled last spring, the 
Irish members anxious to lend their 
assistance and influence to the 
government in the furtherance of 
any just scheme for the settlement 
ol the land difficulty, saw at once 
that landlord i nil notice was para
mount, even in the liberal govern
ment. A land hill was indeed 
promised in the speech from the 
throne. But before it could In- in
troduced the landed influence de
manded the application to Ireland 
of two measures of unheard of cruelty 
and terror. These measures were 
urged on with indecent haste by the 
government. Members were sus
pende I, removed, or silenced, and 
freedom of discussion, so long the 
proud boast of tin, Parliament of 
Britain, made a shadow and a nul
lity. At Icng'it, the Premier brings 
down a land hill, containing many 
CN"'•client provisions, hut surrounded

with a machinery so cumbrous as to 
make it very difficult of application 
to the just requirements of the ten
antry. Does the government now 
show the same determination to 
secure legislative sanction for this 
very imperfect measure of reform, 
hut still a measure of reform for 
Ireland, as it displayed in the ease ol 
the Arms and Coercion acts. Not at 
all. The policy of Britain with re
gard to Ireland has been always 
one of brutal haste when the work 
of legal oppression and military 
terrorism is to bo done. When, 
however, justice is to be meted out 
to a patient and long-suffering 
people, Britain proceeds with heart
less slowness. The land bill has now 
occupied the attention of the Com
mons for nearly two months, and has 
not yet reached its third reading. 
We now look uj>on it as doubtful if 
it ever escapes the tortures of the 
committee of the whole house. 
Meanwhile, Ireland is in a ferment 
of disorder and agitation. No man 
feels secure in life or liberty. The 
government has adopted a course of 
arbitrary arrest which has provoked 
a great deal of discontent. Public 
meetings have been unconstitution
ally and with violence suppressed. 
Innocent and unoffending men east 
into prison ; the most sacred rights 
of citizenship invaded. We have 
much of the increase of the so- 
called agrarian outrages, under the 
influence of the land agitation. 
When it is known that the whist
ling ol a popular air, or the singing 
of a patriotic sonir, arc classed 
amongst agrarian outrages, the 
figures reporting un increase in 
crimes of agrarian violence will he 
readily understood. The fact is that 
although Ireland is to-day agitated 
• rom sea to sea, by a deep sense of a 
wrong which her children have re
solved, come what may, to remove, 
is remarkably free front crimes of 
violence of all kinds. There have 
been indeed crimes committed in 
connection with land troubles since 
the land league was formed, but 
these crimes cannot he attributed to 
the inculcation of the principles of 
that body. The land league has 
used its best efforts to conduct the 
agitation peacefully und constitu
tionally. The peiplo in most in
stances have cheerfully responded 
to the advice of their leaders—and 
thus’frustratcd the designs of their 
foes. Steadiness in the same good 
purpose is now all that is required 
to bring success on the cause of the 
emancipation of Ireland’s tenantry.

has taken active part in the work of 
educating the people on the land 
question. His advice, which will, wo 
feel confident, he followed by Irish
men, will save the agitation from 
the very semblance of that revolu
tionary complexion, which the 
enemies of Ireland seek to give it. 
The Archbishop of Cashel declares 
that the Irish people, in their war on 
landlord rapacity, “must succeed.” 
When success does come his name 
will be blessed by the eternal grati
tude of a noble race—on account of 

services to God and country.

THE REVISED EDITION.

The “Revised Kdition” of the New 
Testament does not appear to grow 
in popularity. The Protestant clergy 
of all denominations have with few 
exceptions given it hearty approval, 
but their approval has fallen coldly 
on the ears of the people. Many 
oven of the clergy themselves evi
dently desire a more thorough re
vision than that now before the pub
lic. A revision throwing into doubt 
many, if not all the fundamental doc
trines of Christianity, is certain 
to find much favor from the Protest
ant pulpit. But the revisers, though 
“thorough” enough in many respects, 
have left a sufficient quantity of 
Scripture to render the book dis
tasteful if not useless to many who 
preach to eliminate Christianity from 
national and individual life. Thu ef
fect of the revision will ho to remove 
the old-time Protestant soi disant re
spect for Holy Writ,“without note or 
comment.” It will also beget other re
visions, till King James’ Bible will 
be looked upon as an object of inter
est solely from a literary or anti
quarian point of view. Many of the 
changes made in the gospels are 
capricious and absurd, and we have 
yet to he convinced that the New- 
Work is superior in literary excel
lence to that which it is designed to 
stipulant. We look for some inter
esting developments when the var
ious sects come to the discussion of 
the merits and demerits of the “ re
vised edition.”

ARCHBISHOP CR0KE

The recent triumphal progress of 
Dr. Croko through his diocese is in 
itself strong evidence of the strength 
of the land movement. Irish public 
opinion lias closely identified the 
name of this eminent prelate with 
the land agitation for the reason 
that he has taken such just ground 
in his frequent and lucid expositions 
of the rights ol the tenantry. Dr. 
Croko’s diocese is situated in one of 
• lie most naturally fertile portions 
“I Ireland. In no part of the world 
can cereals of a hotter quality be 
raised ; nowhere else can pasturage 
richer or mote varied bo found. Yet 
by the iniquitous system of land
lordism prevailing in Ireland, this 
magnificent territory tails to give 
competence and often subsistence 
to its industrious people. The 
latter toil but to satisfy the 
rapacity of landlords, who in many 
cases squander their ill-gotten wealth 
abroad. The tenant farmer, having 
to meet an exorbitant rental, cannot 
improve his holding. II by any 
good fortune he possess means suf
ficient to enable him to effect any 
amelioration on his land or buildings 
—he dreads the increased rent to 
which lie thereby exposes himself, 
rims in a land of plenty, poverty, 
decay and retrogression are every
where visible. To Dr. Croko it 
must at once have appeared anoma
lous that a people so very industri
ous, so intelligent and energetic as 
the Irish, should suffer the evils of 
periodical famine and constant 
misery, while the soil of Ireland 
yields so readily and so abundantly 
all the elements of human susten
ance. In no other country could 
such a monstrous an imaly he so 
long, maintained. And the Irish 
people are hut doing their duty in 
demanding its removal. Dr. Croke

THE DEAD LOCK AT ALBANY.
The legislature of New York is 

still employed in a vain endeavor 
to choose successors to Messrs. Conk- 
ling and Platt, whose resignation of 
their places as United State Sena
tors astounded the country some 
weeks ago. These gentlemen hav
ing once more presented themselves 
for re-election, the friends of the 
Garfield administration resolved to 
offer thorn bitter opposition. The 
democratic party controls but fifty, 
four votes on the joint ballot of the 
two houses, and cannot therefore of 
itself fill the vacant places. The 
Conkling party numbers from thirty 
to thirty-five—while the administra
tion republicans can count in more 
than fifty votes. Thus the legisla
ture is divided into three parties, 
neither one of which can do anything 
without a coalition with one of the 
others. Any combination likely to 
secure the election of a Democrat 
would certainly give mortal offence 
to a large portion of the republican 
party in New York State. We arc, 
however, of opinion—judging from 
the latest advices received from 
Albany—that if Conkling desires to 
secure re-election, ho must coalesce 
will) the Democrats, and take 
Keman or Jacobs as a colleague. 
The breach in the republican ranks 
is Wider and uglier than at this dis
tance it appears, and, however, the 
dead-look may terminate, Republi
can strength will be weakened, and 
the chances of an early Democratic 
triumph brightened.

A DESERVED COMPLIMENT.

Under the heading “An Honorable 
Career,” the Toronto Tribune of last 
week refers in very flattering 
terms to our talented Hamilton cor
respondent, Mr. C. Donovan. We 
feel certain our readers have read 
his letters weekly for the past 
twelve months with a good deal of 
interest. They will bo pleased lo 
know that lie is| succeeding so well 
in his noble ambition to rank among 
the very highest in the country as an 
educationist. He is, as has boon said 
a self-made man, and in every walk 
of life in which lie lias moved suc
cess lias attended him in a remark
able degree. The following touch 
ing Ills recent examination in 
Toronto, wo copy from the paper 
above alluded to:—

We take some pride in noticing the 
career of Mr. Cornelius Donovan, of Ham
ilton, who has just passed his fourth and 
final examination in Arts, at the Toronto 
University. Mr. Donovan took first-class 
honors in English Literature, in British 
(including Irish) constitutional History, 
nud in etymology. His career has been 
somewhat remarkable, lie began to study 
when the Separate schools were first estab
lished in Hamilton. He never attended 
any other institution of learning ; but 
the Hamilton Separate schools were, and 
are, places of real instruction, and the 
subject of this notice took advantage of 
ail the facilities they offered for his own 
improvement. His commercial career, so 
to speak, opened with a situation as news, 
boy on the Times newspaper, of Hamilton, 
a respected contemporary which has ex
ceptional reasons for being proud of its 
personal associations. From being news
boy, Mr. Donovan got to be foreman, and 
sufweouently, to be teacher in the Separ
ate schools, where now lie occupies the 
honored position of Head Master, in what 
may be said, without flattery, to be far 
the best—all things considered—of the 
Separate schools in Ontario. Many who 
remember Mr. Donovan’s early struggles 
will lie glad to hear that he has achieved 
such a fair measure of success. We be
lieve lie is the first Separate school pupil 
who has ever succeeded in wringing a Ik 
A. degree with honors out of Toronto 
University, that is, without having gone 
to any other institution to finish off. Mr. 
Donovan took a first-class A Certificate 
as school teacher in 1*611, when the Rev. 
Dr. Ormiston was chairman of the Board 
of Examiners. Mr. Donovan deserves 
much credit for his steady and continued 
perseverance in the search for knowledge; 
but It must after all be acknowledged 
that the system which can inspire a young 
mtn or to put it more modestly—which 
does not dissuade him from pursuing, can 
hardly be without asorne features to re
commend it to the favor of the public as 
a valuable one for the instruction of youth, 
and for their encouragement in aspiring 
to deeds of daring, which ,inasmuch as 
they have, no mere dash,about them, but 
long years of Laid work, are tar more de- 
serving applause than many deeds of hero
ism ou the “ tented field.”

THE BIDDULPH SENSATION 
MONGERS.

The township of Biddulph is unfor
tunately inflicted with a small num
ber of mischievous men who, for 
some purpose best known to them
selves, make a practice of writing 
letters to the newspapers, giving de
tails of outrages which have never 
occurred. Some time since these 
malicious persons sent their produc
tions to the London press, and in
some instances our city editors,_
thoughtlessly, we would fain be
lieve—inserted thorn. In most cases 
these sensations were promptly 
branded as false in every particular. 
The London press is now more 
guarded in this connection, and these 
mischief-makers have commenced to 
patronize the Toronto dailies. A 
few weeks since the people ol this 
neighborhood wore startled to find 
in the Mail, of the above named city 
the relation of an outrage perpe 
trated by burglars on the house of 
Daniel Munro, on the St. Mury’i, 
Roid. They wore described as 
Biddulphitcs, and the person who 
sent the despatch of course prefaced 
it with the remark that the spirit of 
lawlessness .still exists in Biddulph. 
Daniel Munro writes promptly to 
the Mail, stating that he knows 
nothing whatever about such an oc
currence. Most people will con
clude that Mr. Munro should be con
sidered an authority in the matter. 
In the interests of truth and justice 
the Toronto Mail should give the 
public the name of the individual 
who thus, in a most cowardly fash
ion, attempted to bring odium on the 
residents of the township of Biddulph. 
That there are a few bad men in 
Biddulph, such as will be found in 
every other township in Canada, no 
one will question. But we hesitate 
not to assert that this place contains 
as many upright, honest, and law- 
abiding farmers as any other <|._ 
triet of a like population in the 
Dominion.

A TIMELY BOOK

Bev. Father Dawson, ol Ottawa 
has just had published a work on 
tho North-west territories and British 
Columbia. It contains a vast amount 
of information which will he found 
very interesting, more particularly 
to those who may contemplate set
tling in the new districts now being 
so rapidly tilled up. The Ottawa 
Tree Press thus refers to the work:

“ would be superfluous for us to re
mark upon the excellent and scholarly 
style of the work, Mr. Dawson’s fame 
wing established as one of the best of 
Canadian writers. In the present work 
he has shown great facility for grasping 
and arranging facts and presenting in a 
pleasing, as well as a vivid, manner the 
peculiarities and attractions of our great 
Northwest. It is also evident that Mr 
Dawson .brought to his task a patriotic 
desire to do justice to the Dominion, and 
m many of the passages we recognize the 
eloquence and power of description which 
form so marked and attractive a feature

of hi» former works. We lope the book 
will have a wide circulation, and that it 
may be as pecuniarily profitable to the 
author as it is honorable to his intellect.”

THE REGULAR WEEKLY FABRI
CATION.

Once a week the individual who 
strophes the cable items deems it bis 
duty to tell us what the Pope says 
and thinks and how he feels in re
gard to Ireland. Last week we wore 
gravely informed that he was “much 
depressed by the active participation 
of the Irish clorgy in the land agita
tion, despite his expressed injunc
tions, and that he had laid the mat
ter before the Congregation for Ex- 
truordinary Ecclesiastical Affairs, in 
order to recall disobedient bishops to 
duty.” Next week we fully expect 
to have the announcement that “there 
is no truth in this report,” &c. The 
Irish Bishops are nobly doing their 
duty in tho present crisis, and Eng
lish intrigue will have as little 
weight with the Holy Father as 
with the Irish Bishops.

The inaccuracies of tho Atlantic 
cable reporter are oftentimes amus
ing enough. The Government and 
the landlords control the business, 
hence the misrepresentations of Irish 
affairs. Last week we were also told 
that John Dillon's father had issued 
writs of ejectment against his tenants. 
As John Dillon's father has been 
many years in his grave, the associ
ated press agent has by this false
hood placed himsoli in a rather ridi
culous plight. But tiiis is not the 
only case. He gravely tells us that 
a son of Lord Dunsandle has been 
shot in Ireland. As the noble lord 
never had a son, this will bo strange 
news to him. It is a pity that the 
associated press will not send the 
man at the other end of the cable 
about his business, and put iu his 
place a gentleman with whom truth 
and honor should bo paramount con
siderations. For some time the 
news from Europe has been a jumble 
of facts and falsehoods, with the lat
ter predominating. There appears 
to he a villainous device on the 
port of the English authorities to 
destroy sympathy for Ireland in 
America.

MORE SECURITY.

We hope that active measures 
will be taken to guard against every 
possible accident attending excur
sion parties during the present 
season. The dreadful occurrence of 
a few weeks since is surely a terrible 
warning, and those who have been 
careless in this regard will, it is to 
be hoped, profit by this tearful ex
perience. As a rule proper accom
modation has not been provided ou 
excursion days, and proper precau
tions have not been taken against 
accident. But while this should be 
attended to with greater vigilance, 
the authorities should also guard 
against the lawlessness caused by 
intemperance on these occasions. 
Of all the despicable creatures in 
existence, the drunken rowdy in an 
excursion party is perhaps the worst 
specimen. He wants to raise a fight 
—he is anxious to thrash somebody— 
but ho invariably becomes most 
demonstrative in a crowd ol women 
and children. One ol these indi
viduals was recently sent to tho Cen
tral Prison for six months for acting 
in this manner. The pic-nic season 
will therefore be over before he will 
again have an opportunity to make 
matters unpleasant for a gathering of 
pleasure seekers. We hope a like 
punishment will bo the rule in future 
for such eases as this. The excur
sion rowdy will then find it prudent 
either to remain at home or learn 
how to behave himsell.

THE QUEBEC FIRE.

flic city of (jucher has been al
ways unfortunate in regard of fire.
Several times ex tensivoconttagrations
have reduced large and populous 
portions ol that ancient and heanti- 
fnl city to ruin. I» is so now once 
more. Une of the very best dis
tricts inside the civic limits of 
• Quebec -s to-day a smouldering heap 
of ashes. Seven hundred houses in 
the St. John suburbs were burned in 
(he fire of last week, and tally ton 
thousand people rendered homeless. 
We tender our hearty sympathy to 
the ancient capital in its misfortune, 
and hope that tho ruin caused by the 
tire may bo speedily obliterated— 
and beautiful structures rise from 
the ashes ol those destroyed.

PRACTICAL SYMPATHY.
M any generous people have offered 

heartfelt sympathy to the sufferers 
by the late calamity, und accom
panied it by tangible sums of money 
to assist in helping the needy. Wo 
must confess we cannot place much 
vultte on sympathy assuming the 
shape solely ofa piece of paper with 
some tormul vorbuge concerning the 
accident. This is at host hut a very 
cold form of sympathy, and is pos. 
sessed of precious little market 
vulue. People who possess a genu- 
i no sympathetic nature will accom
pany their resolutions with a sub
stantial token of their sincerity. It 
is rather humilating to see promi
nent bodies of wealthy men growing 
c’oquent and resoluting with a largo 
amount of vigor unent the terrible 
misfortune which lias fallen upon eur 
city, hut not a cent of money do 
thoy contribute to help in alleviat. 
ing the sad consequences of the ac- 
cidenl. Many instances of indi
vidual generosity have come under 
our notice, but none deserving more 
praisethan that of Mr. Cote.ol St. H va- 
cinthe, a gentleman who never lived 
in London, but from the goodness of 
his heart, sent to Mr. Regan, of this 
city, the sum of 860, for the relief of 
tho distressed.

We would ho pleased to see more 
acts of this sort among men who 
would scarcely miss the amount 
thus bestowed on a worthy object.

CATHOLIC BOOKS.
' lui' readers will find iu another column 

a list of choice Catholic books which we 
now keep in stock for sale. At the pre
sent day, when there is such a very great 
desire for light reading, it is important 
that persons who can spare time to read 
should be furnished with matter which 
will be a source of profit as well as amuse
ment. In thi- list will be found some of 
the most popular works by well known 
UatOohc writers. None of them contain 
those objectionable features which render 
most of the novels of the period a positive 
curse in the households of our people, con. 
taming, as they often do, horrible detail, 
of every vice, and frequently malignant 
and false allusions to the Catholic faith 
The price at which we offer these books 
is within the reach of all, and we hope 
they will have n large circulation among 
our people.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Thk Catholics of St. John on Mon- 
day evening presented Bishop 
Sweeney with an address and a purse 
of over *600. lie also received an 
address from tho Catholics of Port
land, who gave him 8200. The 
Bishop was the recipient of several 
other handsome gifts. The money 
he intends to denote to St. Patrick’s 
Industrial School.

Prince Au.esanjiro Tori.onia, of 
Rome, believes in practical charity. 
He keeps two doctors especially lo 
attend poor families who have a 
horror of hospitals ; he entirely pro- 
v ides for .100 children, and educates 
350 more ; lie has established an 
asylum for old people, and an hos
pital for the blind. Every day he 
gives 120 dishes of soup with bread 
and meat to the |xx>r. It is said 
that no one ever applied to him in 
vain for help.

The Portland Arjus says that a 
\ ermont clergyman is reported as 
closing a sermon recently in this 
eloquent strain : « After crossing the 
mystic river we shall go on from the 
man to the angel, from the angel U> 
the archangel, from the archangel to 
the celestial, from the celestial to 
the divine, and then, gathering tho 
stars in clusters about our heads, 
dream out our endless dream of oter- 
ri'0" ■ —Happy being ! It would in
deed appear as though lie had been 
there, and was allowed to come hack 
and tell “ his experiences."

A very unusual incident occurred 
on Sunday morning in the Church of 
Notre Dame, says the Chicago 11’, ,- 
tern Catholic, liev. AmbrosiasGolct, 
while celebrating his first Mass, was 
assistod by his lather, Rev. J. Golct, 
us assistant privet. Tho latter was at 
one time a prominent druggist in 
this city and raised a largo family, 
but on the death of hi-, wife Ito 
studied for the priesthood and was 
ordained tour years ago. His son 
also studied tor the Church und was 
ordaineo hut week.

At the present moment, whether 
through tho workings of an ill-judged 
foreign policy, or disgust on the purl 
ol foreign Powers at tho pretensions 
of this country, Italy stands isolated, 
and almost devoid of any laithtui 
ally. The Irredenta agitation, if not. 
openly, yot tacitly encouraged by 
the Government, has alienated lho


