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LTOLL OF THE RAILWAYS. danger accompanying the movement of 

very great, and when to this is added n 
carelessness on the part of both cmploj 
who suffer, we have the factors which r 

regrettable record of sacrifice. While 
are apparently inseparable from railwi^ 
nevertheless are nearly always avoidable, 
one blunders, or something breaks, such 
usually occur could not happen. The stH 
equipment, the elimination of risky 
trains, the introduction of safeguards iq h 
and the enforcement of rigid inspection, pi 
the right direction. These agencies Âs 
applied with mdre or^less care on practical jjt 
way lines; and still the waste of life goes 
following is the record since 1897:— 11 l
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When progress means much loss of life it requires 

**wjort of check. America holds two unenviable 
records. One, the annual amount of its fire loss; the
<*w\ the Sacrifice of human life on the altar of its rail- 
rows. Accidents
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must sometimes happen, but reason- 
w precautions may prevent most. In 1897, two hiwr 
«a and thirteen persons lost their lives on the Cana- 

rfroada. Ten years later, the number had in
to five hundred and eighty-seven.

^Tbe large number of accidents on the American 
y®*, compared with the few in Great Britain, 

requently the subject of comment. The Eng- 
f ,r0ad*-.arc. confined to a small 
l . , an intricate maze of track,
to do tw 3CCS *n ^n^land» *s an object lesson of how 
fa him |mfS s?ems scarcely possible that, with 
trarifc •U.W>S . tra*ns running daily over the 
^.intersecting here, crossing there, held 
2?®. shunted into _
Veaa ’ 80 lew accidents
^wo reasons exist for the dearth of fatalities 

road acriA. •*rl15 excrcised in every way, and a rail- 
roitead. I» ,m ^reat ®ritain is a serious thing for the 
jar*. tl, , 15 forgotten with the verdict of the 
l**es the i ®penal Board of Trade thoroughly investi- 
May à __ îjj**? each accident. If the railroad com- 
iuggested th» U * t*'e comPany suffers. If reforms are 
h> carrv L.. , company would find it unwise to refuse 

°ut desirable improvements.
dun BritaT ^aaada have an area bigger many limes 
Mit» w. — ^ multitude of tracks is almost a curi- 
•perations W't*1 t*lc British railroads’ field <of
Hotting où, anac*a fi.as exceptional opportunities for 
Rnplary an undesirable record, and creating an ex-

(faer of ^*Puty Minister and Chief En-
fat the ten Ue?artn?cnt °f Railways and Canals, says 
fak “T” °f Occidents on Canadian railways is the 

" thc business of transportation. “The
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When viewing this appalling waste of64 
the question naturally arises as to what pr<*< 
these accidents could be avoided. This cablol 
rately determined. ‘.Yet into all of them uiji^| 
some degree the element of negligence oi4i <j|i lability. 
Many are due to defective equipment. F«gi len will 
throw away an old pair of boots without a aheti l | 
Railroad companies treasure the rolling stocjii w lie 
duty in days gone by. “ 1

A circular in respect to defective equ|p 
sent some time ago by the Railway Commit
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