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THE BRITISH ELECTIONS.

The British gemeral electlons have
already swept the wave of Liberal
triumph so far over the face of the
that what was not omly
doubtful but regarded as improtable
on the eve of the contest is a cer-

country

tainty at the present writing. Tu a

word, the Liberal following in the
House of Commons will have a clear
majority over all other parties, a
clear gain of

at least 120 seats

Now this fact is already being camn-
disparagement of Trish
aims and claims under a Liberal re-

vassed in

gime. But a commonsense glanco
-over the new situation gives no cause
for disappointment to the friends of
Home Rule in the Old Country
America. Quite the contrary. The
‘tremendous of the Idderal
party is more gratifying to Irelamd
than any other result the popular
verdict could have recorded, though
Treland remains independent of  the
Liberal party. Tn the first place,
#he Government is placed in a posi-
tion to say to those members of the
Cabinet who are iukewarm Home Ru-
lers, that, if they do not like the
policy, they camn do as Lord Rose+

and

sweep

bery did—place themselves in framk
opposition 1o it. In the second
place the verdict strengthens the

hands of Premicr Campbsll-Banner-
man and Mr. Morley, the real leaders
of the party, who from first to last
during the campaign have never neg-
lected to emphasize thq adhesiom of
all true Liberals to the policy of
Irish Government reform upon the
permanent and effective basis of an
Irish elected and represented authori-
ty. Both at Forfar and Arbroath,
when election heat was at its high-
est pitch last week, Mr. Morley warn-
ed the country repaatedly that the

Liberal party did not forget  the
Irish questiom, and that a Liberal
majority would mean a Home Rule
majority.

True, the election has not been
fought upon the Home Rule issua,
which was overshadowed by the fiscal
question in every hustings. But lat
it be borne in mind that thg fiscal
question was the creation of Mr.
‘Chamberlain and the so-<called “‘Pro-
tectiomist’”  wirg
party. This fiscal question was Ao
‘veloped, worked up and magnified by

| tectionist allies is simply overwh

of the Unionist

o “hamb
lain fn the rout of the Unionist-Pro-

i
1

ing and irretrievable. The domina~-
tion of this man in the future of
British politics need not Le consider-
ed again. He is a condemned and
deposed adventurer, in turn a de-
magogue or a jingo. His day is
closed, let us hope for ever. His
overthrow is the greatest victory
for Ireland that was possible short
of the triumph of Home Rule itself.
There is another feature of the elec-
tion returns that must not be lost
The labor party has come
in

sight of.
back to Westminster so strong
numbers that its influence upon any
Government programme of the future
must be reckoned with. Throughout
the length and breadth of Britain
Home Rule and labor were one and
inseparable in the fight. Michael
Davitt was the chief spokesman of
the labor party in England ; and
several of the successful labor camdi-
dates are Irish workingmen. English
labor has not forgotten that during
two sessions of the late parliamemt,
when jingoism rode roughshod over
every constitutional form and right,
it was the Irish party, united and
unafraid in the House of Commons,
that stood forth as the champion of
the cause of the British workingmen.
John Redmond and several of  his
lieutenants served upon. the labor
commission, and worked nlghm’
and day both in the House and out-
side of the Heuse to resist the arro-

tem were undoubtedly —extravagant
and destructive. With them it wad
not a question of white pine or pulp,
wood. It was the barren tree which
had to make room for the more
quickly reproducing cereal. But wa
must not be severe upon the pio-
neers. When markets were distant,
when more modern improvements and
inventi were unk n, they were
cleaning the grougd upon which now
stand the fair homes up and down
the country side. ‘fhey sowed in the
tears of poverty and hard labor :
their children reap in joy. Whatevar
destruction to valuable timber marks
their pathway through the land, more
lasting monuments of civilization
rise from the broad acres which their
sinewy arms were tha first to cultivate,
Circumstances have gntirely chamged.
With the large areas of wheat dis-
tricts in the boumnidless west our for-
ests ought to be subject to less.dis-
turbance. These districts are much
more alluring to the farmer tham the
typical Ca.né':iian forest. They afford
& speedier réturn for labor amd mor
One thing the settlers in  the
older parts ought to do, is to re-
store by judicious plamting some of
the beautiful irees which once in too
great numbers

ney.

crowded upon their
Elms and maples and beech
planted with taste and care would

land.

gance of the new ‘‘Unionism’”  that
had imported slave labor into South
restore slavery

Africa, and would

upon the soil of Britain itself had |
Mr. Chamberlain been able in this|

|
election to wrest the power of the|

people from their hands again npm)i
|

the fiscal deceits of his agitation.

In the next Parliament the Irish |
vote and the labor vote will be unit-
ed, though by no written bond ; and
the Campbell-Banner-

might be disposed

even though
man Government
1o ignore Home Rule—which is most
unlikely—it could not igdore the vi-|
gilant and effective allegiance of two |
the |

by every demo- |
) |

powerful parties associated in
House of Commons
cratic principle. o that while it
is too early to anticipate the full
crop of retributive justice dealt out, |
to the traditional enemies of meg
Irish cause in the fight now closing,;
it is not too much to expect that the |
new Government cannot forget the|
dictates (we shall not say of grati-|
tude, but of common sense)—that it‘
will not enter upon a reign of power |
resting entirely upoy the strength of!
a huge majority. 1t is only & few|

such a majority, and where is he to-
day ? Majorities forget
right, and when they do their days
of power are numbered.

cannot

OUR FORESTS. |

That Canadians are paying more
attention to tha fast disappearing
woods is evident from the comverition
held at Ottawa lately. The import-
ance which this step has upon the
natural resources and wealth of the
country must be judged not by im-
mediate results but by the ben:i}:g it
has upon the timber supply, climatic |
changes and water ways in the fu-
ture. Looking at the proceedings of
this convention we see that the early
sottlers, tha railways and fire are
chiefly -accountable ‘for the irrespon-
sible waste and destruction of our
forests. From east and west came
the same charge. The voice from the
East was that of Father Burke, of
Prince Edward Island. He pointed
eut that New Brunswick had no sys-
tem of ferestry, and thay every stick
having long ago bemcon-;mnad i
‘the Island, the peopls were forced to

| is a far vaster scheme.

years ago that Mr. Balfour enjoyed isupply.

afford a shade for the lowing herd
in the hot weather. They would
break the monotony of field culture,
They would serve as a guard against
smow drifts in winter. A cluster
where a little stream had ite spring
would profect the water which form-
ed cduite a source of wealth to the old

farm in other days. But farmers
look at these things with the cold
eye of business.  To preserve forests

Its import-

o the raak of an archbishopric

| clesiastical . province, trouble

arisen with the Catholic Archbishop
of Melbourne, who has been
for thirty years. He has just made
a public protest against the e’—unp-
tion of his title by his Anglican ri-
val. Not omly, he says, has it oc-
casioned “‘confusion in the delivery |
of correspondence,’” but it has also
led to certiain papers and people ig-
noring his territorial title,  'Fhere-
fore, for the future he will not open
any letters, ‘‘no matter from what
quarter they may come’—a hint ‘to
the King's representative—that are
not addressed to him as Archhishop
of Melbourne, In the sister city of
Sydney there was a long struggle for
precedence at Viceregal furfctions be-
tweet the Anglican and Caltholic
Archbishops. 1t was evenmtually de-
cided in favor of Cardinal Moran,
pr\pammtly in conformity with the
Conitinental practice, whichi
Cardinals rank as spiritual princes,
and as such come next to the blood-
royal. King Edward, it will be re-
membered, recogmized this principle
when, in the official list of thg Royal
Commission on the Housing of the
Poor, the name of Cardinal Manmning
was placed immediately after his own
and above that of the Archbishop of
Canfterbury. ;

e

MASEATH, OR MASS.

To the Bditor of True Witness :

Dear Sir :(—The word Mass in
its various forms is  found
in nearly all languages. In
every land under the blue canopy of
heaven this word is used to demote
that great central act of Christian
worship known as the sactifice of the
Mass. In Portugal the Mass is
called Missa ; the Daries, Germans
and French call it Messe. In Spain,
South America anh Mexico, it is Misa,
In every part of the United States
and the British Empire it is called

| ance to Canada is to be found in the

wealth which has been obtained by
the price of its timber.
climate our

By soil and
country will produce|
maay of the most valuable species of
timber in the market. The works of
replanting is started ; and the re-
that about eighty-five
per cent. of the trees are growing.
Iy is therefore a matter of time
when the near genmerations will re-
ceive some recompense for the extra-
vagant destruction of their ancestors.

The interest in our forest preserva-

sults show

tions assumes a national importance
when we co.nsidqr the value of our
water falls and the influence which
our forests have’ wupon the water-
It is no longer a question of
| individual wealth or provincial. It
ibelongs to the Dominion. There isg
more power in the torrents and
pids. of our counfry thart poet cam
imagine or momopolist covet. But
let that supply be diminished, and di-
minished it will be by the cutting
down of our forests at the great
thus national im~
poverishment ensugs. It is a ques-
tion in which every Camadian is in-
terested. It may seamn unnecessary
to raise a cry ‘of alarm when sirch
abundance of power lies within our
reach. A nation’s life is not as
that of a man. Its greatness 'ig
measured by the resources which each
generation by its talent and industry
develops, ¢Ifs life grows from more
to more ;ccox'di.ng as this develop-
ment advances. National life lan-
guishes whed the development lan-
guishes and ceases emtirely when it
stops. A nation can no more af-
ford to be extravagemit with its
natural resources than an individval
can with ' his capital. To care,
thesblore, for the forests, to
them as far as possifle, is a nedic

ra-

waber sources,

the Mass. ’
The etymology of this word has
long been a mooited question. Mamy

| eminerit theologians and philologists

from St. Thomas Aquinas down have
written on the subject, but not ome
of them, S0 far as the
present writer is aware, has,
ever traced the word Mass to the
Hebrew word Maseath which signifies
the elevation or lifting up of the
hands whilst offering sacrifice to
God.

In the Old Testament the Mass was
foreshadowed  (Gen. 14,18) and
foretold (Mal. I, 11). In the New
Testament we find it promised (St.
John, 4,23: 6, 51, 62): institut-
ed and commanded by our Savior
Jesus Christ (St. Luke 22, 19, 20);
and celebrated by the first Apostles
(Acts 18, 2). * A

Now the first Apostles were He-
brews, and the Hebrew word for
the elevation of the consecrated host
in the Mass is ‘“Maseath.’” This word
is found in the second verse of ‘the
140th psalm in the Hebrew Bible :
“Let my prayer be directed as  in-
cense in  Thy sight . the elevation
of my hands (Maseath) as evening
sacrifice.””

The word Mass, therefore, was in
all probability first applied to the
daily sacrifice of the New Test
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by the Christian Jews of the early
ages, who weré¢ accustomed to  wit-
ness the elevation of the priest's
amointed hands in sacrifice (Maseath)
every day, immediately after ‘the con-
secration, when the bread of earth
became the living bread from hea-

came the  blood
Jesus Christ.
(Rev.) ALBERT McEEON, 8.7.L.,
St. Columban, Ont. i
B
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NEW VICE-CHANCE
The Rev. Abbe sylm
appotntet vieochaneglios
Archbishop’s Palace in thy
Rev. Abbo Perrier, recenitl
pe visitor to the Catholic
————————————————
7. BRIDGET’S _ NIGHT
Report for ~week endiny
14th January, 1906 :

tionalities, 7.

DIVISION OF PAF
Complying with numero
ted by the parties
Archbishop Bruchesi has |
divide the Ca/tholi_c parisk
§t. Paul, and the pastor
parish will be appoinited -
date.

MGR. BERNARD'S C(
ARMS,
Mgr. Bernard, the new
St. Hyacinthe, has chose
.coat of arms a shield
crosses and ‘two heart:
motto will be “‘Fiat vol
(“Thy will be done.””)

FOR THE REPOSE OF |
HON. R. PREFONTA

A number of friends of
‘Hon. R. Prefontaine belon
dectoral division of Maliso
a solemn requiem Mass, ¢
the repose of his soul at
of the Tmmaculate Coacey
Tuesday.

et e et s s
'ARCHBISHOP BRUCHES
CHARLES CHUR!

On Sunday afternoomn le
bishop Bruchesi made |
visit to St. Charles Chur
a large congregaftion was j
Grace, who was received
Tather Bonin, parish prie
od an address to the faitl
with the most important
and afterwards gave ¥is b

PRESBYTERY AT L
POINTE ROBBE

Early Tuesday morning
‘broke into the presbytery
Pointe and. carried off &
lamb overcoat, valued at
tweed overcoat, worth $
cap worth $50 and $25 i
Tonging to Father Lecour
“broke open the safe where
ornaments are kept, but t«
from it except the $25 ir

"REV. FATHER BRADY 1Y
SNEAK THIEF
As the above-named e
tUeman was hurrying to
on Sunday evening, some
up behind him amd stol
Although Father Brady 4
gave chase, the thief mam:
away. A theft {s always
ble, but it is doubly so wh
that a priest in the adr
of the duties of his minist
the victim,

————

HIS GRACE VISITS
FOR INCURABLE

His Grace tha Archbish
day afternoon visited the
‘for Incurables. Much ple
consolation was thus afle
suffering omes of this ing
‘6ach of whem the Archb
‘dressed words of comfort
od his blessing, @n Satn
ing His Grace celebrabed !
hospital ehapol, at ‘which
»ﬂu‘z inmates whe could ae
e t————

. ‘PROJECTED NmW
'CHURCH




