
The Farmer’s Advocate The Railway situation in Canada.
Canada has railways which have paid and some which 

have not. It becomes necessary for the people to stand 
behind the roads which do not pay, and Government 
aid has been extended in plenty. In a short time the 
Government will be operating the C. N. R. system.
Canada will then have three great systems, 
trolled by the people, the G. T. R. and C. P. R., privately 
owned and operated. The Commissioners who investi­
gated Canada's railway problems a short time ago and by sandy fraser.
made recommendations to the Government that the Every little while I will be readin’ about some boy 
C. N. R. and Grand Trunk be taken over and a combina- that ,las tae start 001 tae mak’ his livin' on the farm,
tion of the Intercolonial, National Transcontinental. nothing to his name but a pair o' blue overalls, a
c- ,• x- ^ , — , , „ , ^ cotton short an a straw hat, an before the story isCanadian Northern, Grand Trunk and Grand Trunk ended he's president or premier or somethin’ like that,
racine be made, leaving only the great C. P. R. system which na doot he would never have been if he hadna 
under private ownership and operation, found that of *lad s'v a l,a(i start. It looks as though the chap wha
all the systems named in the proposed amalgamation st3rtb at *!?e ,>ottolm alxvaY? gpes up, an’ that one wha' 
rmlx- fU i 'r i . , . r starts at the top has no choice but to come doon. Ionh the parent Grand Trunk system was capable of dinna think mvsel' that this is the case, but it happens
carrying its fixed charges. Most of these systems fail often enough to mak’ ve stop an’ wonder what’s the 
to earn anything above operating cost. The Commis- reason. I suppose it's with Itoys something the 
sioners found that if all these roads were taken over the as if is.with t hickens. When they hae everything they
n2™SnTHd"nr""',hananr,,k,id,of M
x 100,000, which would have to be [xud by the people they hae tlffi habit it stays xvi’ them till they get tae the 
as taxes or would have to be secured by increased rates. top o’ the pile. I dinna care whether it’s boy or rooster, 

While these roads are in such condition the C. P. R. early habits arc the ones that stick, 
is prosperous.

list we have is covered. The first appears in this issue. 
Louis Pasteur was truly a world benefactor. If readers 
have in mind any really great men whom they think 
should be included in the list they would do up a favor 
by sending in the names.
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same4. THE

1 saw an account juist the ither day o’ one o' these 
"start-at-t lie-bottom” farm laddies, an’ gin ye hae the 
time 1 II juist be repeatin’ some o’ it for yer benefit, 

cannot see why Onyxvay, il it does ye no guid it canna dae ye onv harm,
the country should be loaded with the roads that do not ^ seems this chap wis born in New York State, on a
pay and the system which does pay be continued as a 've<‘ ^arm ‘n Greene County. One o’ the first things that
private enterprise. If all were taken over and left to c canle taC ""‘•«stand aboot this farm wis that there 
,i . . XXIS a mortçatre on it, an the idea he trot o it xxts thatthe experienced management in charge, the surplus of the mortgage wis bigger than the farm. The auld fel-
onc could be used to meet deficits in the others, and I°w that held tlie mortgage wis one o’ these right on-

tv. — I , X us ?n any agricultural traffic could be arranged to give all an emial chance the-minute individuals, an' the dav the interest wis due
For such asaWeaœnsidePrevaluabîerm''^win ^.av^en ^ms An increase in freight and passenger rates has been l*2 there at the door ".ai,‘'V ft>r '*■ He Pil sae
,MV«iVf:S5S“SiS!E ObjecOon, are atady heard. This 51^1^625

tables*1 not of^rim^s CreaSe w,“ not ,ikel>' 8ive the Grand Trunk and Govern- gage if he had tae stay up nights tae mak’ i, oot. Sae,
Tiïied’i°r ImProved Methods of Cultivation, are each and ment roads returns any more than necessary if quite as Ye mi8nt expect, he started in tae wark wi’oot muckle

SRufficient t0 meet the increased costs of operation. h’ hadn^Gme U, Jak f^incs iS

... «^Brs^$®s&ffBss*&srss,slD. ™>h •* m*» <° <h= «- .•» M
14. ALLtcOMMUNI(5tTmN^;I^'^fd Wl11 ?ot 1,1 forward<ld' , K' the. road xx,m:h needs the increase least. railroadin’. He thought he saw better prospects o' 

nected with this paper should be^ddressed'as 'below, 'and ncreased freight rates are not popular in Canada. gettin’ square wi" the auld mortgage holder on day wages
not to any individual connected with the paper. The people realize fully that the cost of onentinn Im than in raisin’ grain an’ livestock. An’ na doot there

w. ^ cridctly'b”',hey * ~ M *» iïiïsincreased rates will mean greater railway efficiency, the city. When he got to New York he had juist three
and it is efficiency that counts. There is a shortage of dollars an thirty cents to his name. It tvisna lang
cars and a shortage of locomotive power. Maintenance J16 F01 xvor^ as fireman on one o’ their elevated
has not been looked after as it once was These things TO • thcr'f- an’. a couple o’ years later e wis made 
must nnt ,n™„ri . , , g engineer at a salary o’ a hundred dollars month. It... " ^ l?1 t0 contlnue to° >ong else conditions wis at this time he made up his mind tae get married,
will get worse. 1 he railways are common carriers, and >e can see he had caution as wee-1 as courage. There
for the good of the nation should be operated in the best g.ls r* gir* kad ha me, on a farm near
interests of all the people. If the Government operated thantotak’' her ^
?" "■« ,hc ««*.« ««J po«=i. te S,let kr show
wonIdtoi T- T T* °f mcreased rates- the ^°Ple Al™t this time a brither o’ his, that had been 
would not object. But just now when all hands are studying tae be a lawyer, died. Oor young engineer
asked to produce there are those who see no reason why g?1 thc ldca intae his hcid that he should tak’ his brither's
increased production should bear a further burden of PTT 30 rePresent the family at the bar. Sae, wi’ his

istS'urit**?',aTOly^aroad bLXiich does not particularly need the mcreased revenue, m the day-time. He got what sleep he could between 
and will not be sufficient to make other roads as efficient t,n?e®; but it wasna’ much. Between his regular wark
as they should be. If it is necessary to increase the 47 -r c'asses *lc hadna ony time tae study books, but

, V» ■' ..............-i>=iicr £ & S S £&? t
oxtr all the roads and make the best use of the expert got sae interested in his xvee slips that he took his train
knowledge of the railroad men of long experience who aroo"d a Furvc sae fast that he cam’ nigh to haein’ a
have controlled and operated these roads under private ^Teck> an the result xvis that he got fired. It wisna 
ownership. It is true we have in (>„,ri-, , u i u ,e r ,hls untd llc became unco’ shy o’ cash, an’
War Board fur tl , ! r •1 Ra lray he had >,'et tae tr>' his examinations before he could set
w wk all , co-ordinating railway up as a lawyer. The examinations were held in anither

and 11 sa,d that this Board has done consider- Fltx'. a'> the only way he could get there xvis to ride
able good in thc interchange of rolling stock and motive ‘>the °V-he. enS'"es that travelled between that
power, however, it might be better to go the .......... « ,v 1 °rk , llc madc a g"'fl mony t.ips but
as was done early in the w ,r I, r , V , ''y c made as lls"a'- It wis the auld story ower again,

as none earl) in the war by Great Britain and has ye canna keep a guid mon doon."
msslble efflaYnev"6 "’l ^ b"'’0'1 Stat<'S' Grcatedt ■ A",Cr h!s examinations had been passed the next
t .lie efficient is what is wanted, and this means ^hmg he xvis up against wis tac earn his livin’ in New
must economical and best service to the greatest num- ,V, ,m.a laWyCr' a"’ that hae tried it can tell ye 
ber. In union is strength. United railways mninJUl i 3 lb no,ea^X J°b- The first thing xvis tae open a 
bv the Government might mak f controlled law office, an tins couldna’ be done wi’oot money
Canada greater s,ren«,h 111 536 hc wnt back tae the auld farm an’ pit anither mort­

gage on it, an wi the cash raised in this xvay he made 
ns start. 1 he hrst month he made twenty-six dol­

lars, the second month forty-six, an’ thc third eighty-one.
It wisna lang after this that he paid off the last mortgage

h is well in these times that wo ,i r , !'.n * 1e ,v11 • bamestead. His next move wis intae a
, m,Ub ,hat xxe do not forget the larger office in a better part o’ the toon

• <> some great men whose efforts in life have re- ,, AlK)Y>t "'n years ago hc went intae politics, an’ 
sulnd in great good to the world at large "world llh°ugh h,s has been thfe first doon-hill step for mony 
benefactors. ’ 1 here have been a number of these I,,,?"" ' l' 3?- hac o,1y b.ad effect on oor one-time farm

2E r lw ...r, ” - "» srVprG ’ ,Cn thc> l>asb 0,1. xx,|l be remembered he w,s.electa! by a majority o’ twenty-seven thousand.
"f heir c*Torts m the interests of humanity I,t 1 olfs. as thouSh he must hae been a

Men who have made it easier for others to live—men H ■ f 3 nC1t’ ",nkTs max hc the ither fellow

our purpose to publish in the second issue of each ■ m,3n V,lat the>" xverc sllre xx"'s popular in the city
1110,11 1 a short account of one of these men until the o!! ,)n 3 ''-g majority o’ the votes, they picked

the on tins country judge as the one safe bet. I dinna’

It paid a dixidend of ten per cent, last 
year, and laid up millions to the credit of profit and loss. 

Looking at these conditions some

London. Canada.

for the latter product will likely remain just a few cents 
per pound lower than butter—just enough to undersell
It.

It is also said, strange to say, that the greatest de­
mand for oleo is not found in the sections of cities where 
the poorer people live. We recently heard a wash 
woman complain about the high price of butter. When 
asked why she did not buy oleo she remarked : "I haven’t 
come down to eating that stuff yet." 
world.

It’s a queer old

Now that oleo is here no one can call the dairy farmer 
inconsistent if he asks for free entry of some of the 
implements and machinery necessary in producing dairy- 
products. Some thought the prohibition of oleo was a 
protection to the dairyman. If it was it is gone and 
there is room for those in authority to be fair and 
go farther. And yet eventually they might really 
cheapen food by lowering the cost of production.

no xv

"For the Duration of the War ”
As the war goes on more changes are made in order 

to promote efficiency and economy. Many of these 
reforms are great and sweeping and would, doubtless, 
not be made unless the conditions affected demanded 
euch procedure. It is strange, however, that wc have 
become accustomed to coupling with thc 
ments of these changes the words: "For the duration of 
the war."

announce-

If prohibition is good national 
in time of war, why not in time of peace? 
good and all "stop all waste of food, 
brain

economics 
Why not for 

men, labor, and
I tower during these days when the nation needs 

the energy of every man at his be.-t," for the 
needs all people at their best all the time, 
ment-operated railways are to be preferred in time of 
war, and many great nations haxe acted accordiitgly 
why not in times of peace? In war and in peace there 
should be the widest possible application of Hv 
ownership and operation of all public utilities. Bene­
ficial reforms should live for the good of the people long 
after the war drums throb 
flags are furled.

nation
Great Men.II Govern-

no longer and the battle 
l he people will have the pre y decent 

xx-is chicken-say m the
matter and must be prepared to back up the Govern­
ment »" a continuance of thc operation of reforms 
which have worked for the good of thc
whole.

country as a
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