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hows selected from the most productive and healthiets
ain of it® I hills the year before. For several years back care had
shorts been taken in the selection of the seed. We were not
1.2 im^Sk used to having our potato crop so uniform and thrifty.
1 Pulp. »fil « The cause began to dawn upon me. We had never
poundfc'S ' -m thought of selecting a certain type of tuber from

special hills for seed. Ours were taken from the bin 
after the table had been supplied for the winter.

■ . cut and planted them without any special soil pre
parations. I found out that a clover stubble had been 
manured and plowed the previous fall and the soil 
put in good tilth in the spring. Tubers were cut in 

p sets having two “eyes", or more and weighing about 
two ounces. It was explained that they had found 
small sets did not contain sufficient food to give the 
young plant a start if adverse conditions prevailed. 
The sets were planted about three inches deep, and, 
when growth commenced, frequent cultivation 
given to conserve moisture and kill weeds. I under
stood killing weeds, but what was meant by con
serving moisture? This was explained and I began 
to see new reasons for cultivation.

How do you account for the vines being so green 
and healthy?" I asked. “Oh, we never let the bugs 
get a start, and we have found that it pays to spray 
with Bordeaux mixture to guard against blight,” was 
the reply. “Furthermore, this spray seems to stimu
late growth and increase the crop. We usually apply 
the mixture three times in a season and sometimes

1843THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.
istables and around the show-ring.. I learned a good 

deal about type, etc., and was intensely mterestea 
when representatives of the herd I had seen m_ August 
were led into the ring to be compared with individuals 
from other herds. *

! 11on hinges, yards tidy, and weeds cut. Other farms 
looked the reverse and stamped the owner as slovenly, 
careless or indifferent.- The night was spent in town 
and the next day our trip was resumed. Again we 
saw the well-cared for farm homes, with the houses
surrounded by nice lawns with shrubs and flowers I find that it is necessary to get away from the 
showing their gorgeous colors. On some holdings the farm occasionally and see what others are doing. It » 
barns were painted, and, to my mind, it increased the easy to be self-satisfied and get in a rut if one continually
value of the property. At. one place we called during remains at home with his work. Èverytime I meet
the forenoon there was a herd of pure-bred Shorthorn other farmers, stockmen and business men, I get ideas
cattle that was being fitted for one of the large shows, because I am now looking for them.
The attendant gave me considerable information about Our farm and surroundings look more attractive 
feeding, caring for and training cattle that were to than they did two years ago. By growing crops our
enter strong. competition. I discovered that this was soil is best suited for, sowing good seed and looking
a business in itself. While I had seen stock on exhibition, after the stock better, our returns are increasing anq
I had never paid much attention to it, but when the we believe will continue to increase. I am not working
many important details that must be considered were now because I am .compelled to, but because I like 
explained, I wished we had pure-bred stock at home, the work and find it interesting. The longing to leave
I saw that there was more money in them than in the farm and go to the city has left me. Farming is
ordinary grade cattle. and one could not help but take a big job and requires head work as well as hand work 
more interest in looking after them. to make a success of it. Two years ago I was dis-

One other important point was gained at noon contented, now I am happy with the stock, crops, etc.
ri j u3y w*len I watched the horses being fed. I The motor trip, with the opportunity of learning what
liked horses and it was my work to look after them, others were doing, changed my idea of rural life and
at home, but it was always difficult to keep them fat. prevented me from quitting the farm and going on
There v/as no restriction made on either the oat bin the pay11 roll of some firm in the city, thus tending
or hay mow, consequently I fed liberally. But here to decrease the production of food and to increase the
was a man whose horses were fat and sleek, who only cost of living. True, life is not all sunshine on the

D . , ‘®d a ™ere handful of hay and no more grain than I farm, but Before deciding definitely to leave it, view
more often. Poison is added to kill bugs, and so One did. Then it was explained to me that a' horse's the work from every angle. If it isn't giving you a
spraying serves two purposes. . I learned that my stomach being small he could not digest to best advan- living find out why. It is very often the man, not
new mend kept track of what it cost to grow a crop tage large quantities of roughage. The morning and the farm, who is at fault, 
of potatoes and knew at the end of the year the, profit noon feed of hay should be small, but should be in- Wellington Co. 
per acre. I his was news to me and I was about to creased at night. He claimed that it was wasting —
make further enquiries when my uncle called that hay to feed too much. I was inclined to doubt his
he was ready to leave. The half hour had opened theory, but resolved to try it out on our own horses
up a new phase of farming to me and for the re- and see what effect it would have,
mainder of the trip new methods and ideas
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. „ . , — We were back home by sunset, after having spent
tmually being brought to my attention. The scales two very enjoyable days. I had seen more in these j
had at least partially been removed from my eyes, two days of what was being done outside of our neigh- x OOF VCFSUS vxOOQ ouc.

r1.,0tngL *1b<*an new possibifties borhood than I ever had previous to this, and our own Although a scrub bull is still to be found at the
m the old farm that had given father, and his father methods seemed out-of-date as compared with what head of some herds, his place is gradually being taken

‘ is .............................
noticed that in places, probably for a half-mile or their work. Brains are as essential to successful farm- lacking type, conformation and quality and of nonde- 

lML road,.w°u,d be good and then for some script breeding has be*
distance it would be rough and full of deep ruts. _______________________________ the means of keepin
When enquiring the way to a certain place, my uncle , - — many dairymen strug"
happened to comment on the condition of the roads . gling along to make ends
and it was then we found out that the good roads If" Afr t 1 meet. One poor cow
had been made and kept that way by a continued , | H E doesn't do the herd much

,was P°,nfed permanent harm. She can
the spring and fall, and after heavy rams, a few farmers -aîiiSr1, ® * ZSsHBfi be sold and at most

VtkL ^ .co.ncefssio" yould take their teams and drag k «HUP imËÈBKBËBr^ÊSËXÈSlÈÊËSÈÉÈSSÊÊÈIËÈSÈÊÈÊ^^KM there will only be two
preventing ruts *or three her progeny

from forming, and always keeping a crown on the in the producing ranks.
he poor roads were in places and value de-

. la , on the
receiving pay. at once Qf their sire. With a

some front bull he
the home farm. I had heard about the drag, but its is a poor one, he is an

upon me saw extravagant animal to
S0m\L°f/S70[k;u keep on the farm. He
d.Wr dmed„a; *!“ next„pLace, we callLed- and- after is worse than worthless,
dinner, we all took a walk back over the farm to see as his poor qualities are
t»HCr°Jk and stock- Some of the crops looked no transmitted to his off-
k ct|hianr°ur ov[n’ but my attention was arrested I' spring, and one bull may,
by a field of oats that was superior to anything I had be the sire of thirty or

plumPness of 8rain, more a
«.Vrh.r ,um . the Supposing one dairyman.

had been treated with has ten heifers a year
favor three

kLJireatl"g therseed- There were eight acres with length of time a bull
pareiy a trace of smut,but the grain on the remaining usually kept on the aver
tît hCrCS W3S at least one"third smutted. If anything, Golden Fern’s Noble. age farm, from a poor
= n,l Ik16 Cr°P was eve,n worse than these two acres, Grand champion Jersey bull at National Dairy Show, Springfield, Mae. bull, what does it mean
ana 1 began to see another way of increasing the value , to him? In fact, the
® °,ar croPs at slight expense. We were shown the ing as they are to carrying on any other business, loss cannot be estimated, but it would be more
form a lrom carefully selected seed and our host in- In the morning father and I discussed several prob- than the price of two good bulls. The sooner
frnmtV. USk at Slnce r had commenced saving seed lems which had presented themselves to me and while dairymen realize that the poor as well ag. the good •
oxarT tn<;,best Parts of the ,field and then thoroughly he did not agree with all my ideas he was willing that characters of the sire are transmitted to the offspring^
thef8 • See-n before sowmg, by running it through I should work out some of my plans. That was two the better it will be for the dairy industry. It is

fanning mill several times, he had increased the years ago. I have not revolutionized the farm work, often necessary to spend money to make money,
splprt^6 yie d considerably, but he purposed hand- or made a model farm out of the old place, but I and there are few places where money will return as
hiseCtm| f‘n°U ■ "eads to s°w a small plot and save have made some changes and have discovered that large interest as when invested in the right stamp of a
div7eei1 ,T 7' , In tb'? way be was positive pro- our soil is as productive as any if given a chance and bufi. A poor bull in th.e herd shows plainly the

ion could further be increased. that pure-bred stock will live on our farm as well as on thoughtlessness of the breeder. It is a case of holding
look’ thC pasture was a berd twelve exceptionally fine others. the penny so close to the eye that the dollar farther

King cows and I immediately surmised that they I immediately began keeping records of our cows, off cannot be seen. It is foolishness rather than
re pure-breds, but no, all but three were grades but and the results surprised the whole family. Most of economy to buy a common or scrub bull because he

savHf fed u bad been used f°r years, and heifers the cows we owned two years ago have been sold, costs less money than one with character and breeding,
the h j01'! i most Productif cows. In this way The scales pointed out the boarders our eyes were Cows used to give little more than enough milk
bet herd( had been graded up and were averaging unable to see. They were sold to the butcher and to feed their calves, and the records that are being .
test' 60 and pounds of milk in a year, others put in their places, two of which are pure-breds. attained to-day are the result of using good bulls.

!ng a,rl0lmd . Per cent, butter fat. Yes, every The bull we were using.no longer suited, so we pur- High prices are being paid for sires that have the 
s nnik was weighed at each milking and records chased one whose ancestors had proven to be valuable proper backing. Are the animals worth the money?

doi ’ S° iat hc knew exactly what every cow was animals. The price almost shocked father, and brought When we read of the progeny of such sires giving
mg at the pail. In the winter, feed was weighed forth uncomplimentary remarks from the neighbors, 30,000 pounds of milk and 1,200 pounds of
casionally so as to arrive at the feed cost per cow, but his progeny are superior to anything we ever had fat in one lactation period, and then think of these
a note what relation it bore to the milk yield, on the place, and when his heifers freshen we will have dams .transmitting the producing qualities to their

was f encluired ,°ur cows gave much milk, but I a greater idea of his real worth. ‘A record herd cannot sons and daughters, the reply must be in the afflrma-
rero l°- Say * dont know," as we didn’t keep be built up in a year, but we have made a start. live. The results do not all occur in one year, or

rus but m my mind I was resolving that next I reduced the hay ration for the horses more than in one generation, but each succeeding generation
veT i/'i' n llavc som<r idea- ln a paddock a three- half and in less than a month I noticed an improve- shows an improvement. On the other hand, if a bull
us h"° ' c WaS running loose and the owner gave ment in their condition, without increasing the grain, is deficient in quality or is from a poor producer,
and ls -P, lgfce and told the records made by his dam and, if anything, they were working harder than earlier those characteristics are passed on and the breeder
h; S"T s dam. He was a splendid individual and in the season. In reality I had been wasting a lot of loses in the end. The right kincT of a sire may cost
nunfl°°d c, ,actcrs w<rre stamped on his progeny. A hay. I also discovered that some cows pay for heavier $200, while a scrub may be bought for $75. Here
orch d 0Tuek’ thrifty calves were running in the feeding than others. In fact, where I previously saw is a saving of $125. It is three years before the heifers

* leV were much superior to anything we drudgery, I now see something of interest at every commence producing, and the interest at six per
a '.‘ome- turn. cent, on the investment of the poor bull will' bring

of th flng lmusual occurred during the remainder The trip increased my thirst for information about his cost up to about $89.32. The well-bred buU
whe 6 a terno,on' passed some fine looking farms farming, and that fall I attended the Canadian Nat- will have cost $237.50. The care and feed for the. 
look'll eV<n fling was kfpt in good condition; stock ional Exhibition. While I still took a delight in going three years is about equal. Consider bull calves

ed we,,> fences were in good repair, gates swinging through the mid-way, more time was spent in the from the good bull of no more value than from th®
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