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to ttUV per cent, tint the decrease is 
more striking in the ease of Russia, 
lhat country in 18V* .applied Britain 
with 17.00 per cent, of her wheat im
ports, while in 1903 she only supplied 
0.14 per cent., a decrease of 10.92 per 
cent. This decrease is all the more 
striking when it is shown that in 1895 
Russia supplied 21.51 per cent, of Great 
Britain's total imports of wheat. Tak
ing all foreign countries, their share 
of Great Britain’s wheat imports have 
decreased from 91.11 per cent, in 1897 
to 76.20 per cent, in 1902. The wheat 
imports from the colonies have, on the 
other hand, greatly increased during 
this period. Canada has increased hers 
from 7.84 per cent, in 1897 to 11.33 per 
cent, in 1902; British India from 0.65 
per cent, in 1897 to 8.11 per cent, in 
1902; Australia and New Zealand from 
nothing in 1897 to 3.98 and 0.15 per 
cent, respectively in 1902. In all, the 
colonies have increased their wheat im
ports to Great Britain from 8.49 per 
cent, in 1897 to 23.57 per cent, in 1902. 
These figures arc significant, and show 
that the mother country is more de
pendent upon her colonies than she was 
for her wheat, and that Russia figures 
in her sources of supply only to a very 
small degree.

In regard to other farm products, 
the one likely to be affected most by 
the war is dressed or canned meat. 
But the demand will be only for the 
cheaper brands. Already some big or
ders for canned meats art: reported to 
have been placed witli the large Ameri
can packers by both Japan and Russia. 
As Canada’s dressed meat trade has 
not yet been established we are not in 
a position to profit directly by this trade.

The Price of Hoge
As we intimated a few issues ago, the 

usual low prices for hogs which began 
last fall, are being continued longer than 
usual A year ago at this time select 
bacon hogs were selling on Toronto 
market at something near $6.oo per cwt. 
Today the farmer has to be satisfied 
with $t.oo per cwt. less. By March 1st 
of last year the $6.00 limit had been 
passed and by the end of that month 
select bacon hogs were ranging at prices 
pretty close to $7.00 per cwt. Those who 
arc looking for a similar advance dur
ing the next few months arc likely to he 
disappointed. The best information to 
hand at the present time seems to in
dicate that the market will not only not 
go any higher, but will likely go lower.

There are several causes given, by 
those who are supposed to know, for the 
present apparent dullness of the hog 
market. The chief one is the increased 
supplies of bacon being sent to England 
from Denmark and Ireland. Then the 
increased supply of hogs in Great Bri
tain itself is given as another reason, 
while the larger number of hogs mar
keted in Canada during the past few 
months has greatly increased the ex
ports of bacon from this country. Like
wise the Americans have also been 
exporting of late increased quantities of 
their cheap Cumberland sides, which
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sell at from 8s. to 10s. per cwt. less than 
our best Canadian in the British market. 
The cheaper quality is bought by many 
of the poorer working people who have 
not yet learned to appreciate the good 
qualities of our Canadian bacon suffi
ciently to pay the higher price asked for 
it. All these things are contributing to 
the present slowness of the hog market, 
which, if we are to be guided by the 
advice of one in the trade, must go 
lower rather than higher.

The snow blockade has greatly inter
fered with the marketing of hogs, which 
ire not coming forward in large enough 
numbers to supply the immediate needs 
of the packers. And yet prices have not 
advanced, which would indicate that 
there mus» be an inherent dullness in 
the market somewhere. However, 
though things do not look very promis
ing for any great advance on present 
values for .1 month or two, we would 
not advise the farmer to go out of the 
business of hog-raising. It has been a 
most remunerative one during the past 
year or two, and i« likely to continue to 
be so, notwithstanding the present, 
which we hope to be only temporary, 
dullness.

Dominion Exhibition at Win- 
nipeg

The proposition to hold a Dominion 
Exhibition at Winnipeg in 1004. is meet
ing with the hearty endonsation of East
ern breeders. At the annual meeting of 
the Dominion Shorthorn Breeders’ As
sociation, held last month. $1,200 was 
granted to Winnipeg, an increase of 
$700 over last year, to he g vrn in prizes 
for Shorthorns at the coming exhibition. 
The Ayrshire ami Ifolstein-Friesian 
breeders made grants of $100 each, 
Other Associations will also give liberal 
assistance. Not only will they give lib
eral grants, but all the associations have 
expressed their willingness to give the 
exhibition their hearty support.

The breeders have acted wisely in 
this. One of the best markets they have 
for their surplus stock is opening up in 
the West, and the end is not yet. As 
Western Canada develops and becomes 
the great agricultural country it is de
stined to be, the market for pure-hred 
stock will greatly enlarge. In fact, our 
American friends, with a keen eye to 
all new avenues of trade, have already 
entered that field and are finding a re
munerative market there for a large 
share of their surplus breeding stock. 
This market should be retained for Can
ada. But the trade will not come to the 
Eastern breeder. He must go after it. 
And one of the best opportunities for 
doing so is offered him in the coming 
Dominion Exhibition at Winnipeg.

But the breeders are not the only 
classes who are interesting themselves 
in the undertaking. Eastern manufac
turers arc taking the matter up and pre
paring to make a big display of their 
goods in the Western metropolis. We 
know of more than one manufacturer in 
this city who has already reserved space 
for next July, so that the manufactur
ers' end of the show will be no small
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Thete will, therefore, be a good repre
sentation of Eastern exhibitors at Win
nipeg next summer, and it is up to the 
people of the West to provide suitable 
accommodation for them. Suitable and 
sufficient buildings should be provided 
not only for live stock, but also for 
manufactures. Although accommodation 
of all kinds at the Winnipeg Industrial 
has been improving each year of late, 
it wiU be no easy task to meet the in
creased demand. But the people of the 
West are energetic and resourceful, and 
we feel sure they will cope successfully 
with this large undertaking. Already, 
several new buildings ar? proposed and 
larger accommodation for all depart
ments arranged for. But in looking 
after the exhibitor don’t neglect the visi
tor. Hotel accommodation in Winnipeg 
is none too plentiful at any time, and is 
taxed to the uttermost at the exhibition 
season. A Dominion exhibition will 
bring a much larger number of visitors 
than usual, and extra accommodation 
will be required.

At the Winnipeg Industrial in the pest 
it has been the practice to have, for the 
sake of economy, one judge for a num
ber of classes of live stock. For in
stance, one man will judge all the dairy 
breeds of rattle, and another all the beef 
breeds. This system might well be 
changed for a Dominion exhibition, and 
the judging divided up a little more It 
would prove more acceptable, we believe, 
to both Eastern and Western breeders 
and would greatly facilitate judging and 
give prestige to the Exhibition itself as 
a live stock show.

Railway Taxation
Railway taxation will always be an 

important topic in Canada so long as we 
have railways that pay little or no taxes. 
Though public benefactors in many 
ways, there is no reason why they 
shov'd not pay a fair share of the taxes 
of the country. They enjoy the protec
tion of our laws and the benefits of our 
civilization, besides receiving large pub
lic aid. ami should be willing to bear a 
fair share of their cost

The unfairness of the present system 
of taxation by which the railways pay 
only a nominal rate, was well shown by 
Mr. H. J. Pettypiece, M.P.P., in a re
cent address to the Canadian Club at 
Toronto. He pointed out that while the 
owners of residential, farm, manufactur
ing and business property pay a munici
pal tax averaging $6 for every $t,ooo 
actual value, the railways pay only an 
average of 60 cents. Even this would 
not call forth such strong criticism if 
it were not for the fact that while this 
condition prevails in Ontario, the ad
joining States of the Union have a very 
different policy. For example, the 
Grand Trunk Railway System pays on 
its j.000 miles of track in Canada a rate 
of only $60 per mile, while on 1,000 
miles of the track running through 
Maine. Vermont. Michigan, Indiana 
and Illinois, it pays an average of $400 
per mile. But a more striking example 
of this inequality in tax rates is shown 
in the case of the St. Clair tunnel, which


