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liavo been made, and arc now being 
made,against the Mackenzie Ministry. 
Some of them, it must bo admitted, 
rest upon only very flimsy founda
tions, and doubtless have owed their 
origin to the too excessive zeal and 
jaundiced vision of partisanship, 
which can see nothing but evil in the 
acts, or wishes, or oven the thoughts, 
of a political opponont. Others there 
are which, the unprejudiced observer 
must readily admit, arc only too well 
founded. But when the latter are 
brought homo to Ministers, what is 
the reply—the defence made in their 
behalf? We arc told—seriously and 
even indignantly told—that a former 
Ministry perpetrated equally grave 
misdeeds, or worse ! VVliat reply is 
this to the people of this Dominion ? 
It may servo as a retort to, throw in tlio 
face of one of those former alleged mal
administrators, if ho is now seeking a 
renewal of public confidence, because 
ho was before entrusted with it ; but 
what is it to the Canadian of to-day, 
called upon to pass judgment upon 
the Ministry of to-day, what some 
other Ministry did, four years, or 
eight, or twenty, years ago? Nothing. 
It is outside the question altogether ; 
which question simply is : arc the 
Ministers now in office entitled to a 
renewal of the confidence of the peo
ple of Canada, or not ?

Equally absurd, and as iippudont 
as it is absurd, is it to maintain that 
if tho country rejects the Mackenzie 
Ministry, wo must revert to precisely 
tho old state of affairs which immedi
ately preceded its advent to power ; 
or that, in tho working of constitu
tional, representative, responsible gov
ernment, this Dominion is, at best, 
doomed to alternate eternally be
tween the great principles of Tweedle
dum and Tweedledee. There is no 
such thing as going back ; and wo 
are not confined to a choice of evils ; 
nor are wo restricted to an alternative 
of incapacities. In this young and 
growing country, and in this quasi 
nationality, such ideas are intolerable. 
If tho existing Cabinet and House of 
Commons have failed to meet tho re
quirements of the country, they should 
be discarded absolutely and without 
any fear of consequences, by the 
people whom they pretend to repre
sent. There arc as good men, and as 
able men, in Canada now as at any 
former period of her history,—nay, if 
we are not intellectually retrograding, 
there must be better ; and they will

be found forthcoming if tho country 
calls for their services.

Of course, wo cannot pretend, with
in tho limited scope of this one article, 
to criticise tho whole past acts, and 
present avowed polio?, of the Mac
kenzie Ministry, indicating faults 
where we deem them to bo chargoahlo, 
and giving credit whore credit is duo. 
That must bo a work of time. Wo will 
here only briefly allude to two consid
erations. The existing Ministry of 
tho Dominion, even supposing that 
its members had not been wafted to 
power as avowedly tho representatives 
of tho “ party of purity ”—which 
they were,—did unquestionably attain 
|K)wcr on a question of purity of ad
ministration. Has this Ministry boon 
—wo do not say no worse than that 
which preceded, for that would he ab
surd under the circumstances, but— 
has it been even specially notable for 
the purity of its administration? If 
not, it is a fraud and, upon that 
ground alone, is deserving of tho ré
probation of the country. Again, as 
is only too well known and felt, tho 
whole Dominion is now suffering 
under an unprecedented commercial 
depression ; whilst Ministers decline 
to countenance, or permit, any legis
lation having for its object tho ameli
oration of this depression. Is any suc
cessful legislation with this object i>os- 
siblo ? If so, tho existing Ministry, 
in denying it, does not deserve well of 
tho country.

Whatever doubts, if any. the Nova 
Scotia elector may entertain as to 
what should be his own action rela
tive to tho now existing Dominion 
Ministry, wo find it difficult toimagino 
him hesitating as to what he owes to 
tho Provincial Administration. To 
the one which now ostensibly rules in 
this Province, must lie accorded a pre
eminence over all Novascotian Ad
ministrations, in that it has surpassed 
all others in not doing what tho 
exigencies of the time and tho Pro
vince require. Is it that there is 
nothing to lie done ? It can be shown 
that never before wore there so many 
and such sweeping and radical re
forms so prossingly demanded at the 
hands of tiio Provincial Administra
tion—never before such an accu
mulation of work awaiting tho wise 
and careful action of the Provin
cial Legislature, as at tho present 
time. It behooves tho electors of Nova 
Scotia to see to it. At the samo time, 
it is no less imperative upon the people

to make sure that they give not their 
confidence to those who are guilty, of 
froudulently conveying—we use a mild 
term—tho public monies into their 
own pockets. Neither should they 
think for a moment of tolerating in 
their public service men who seek 
to attain eminent official position 
through tho, not only grossly immoral, 
hut tho bungling, boobyish, intensely 
low-lived, and utterly contemptible 
means of bribery. Novascotia is not 
reduced to the sad alternative, in tho 
choice of représentatives for tho Leg
islature, of cl oosing between those 
who are guilty of such vulgar political 
crimes, on tho one hand, and the som
nolent representatives of an ofleto 
policy, on tho other. Tho people are 
not yet restricted to a choice between 
King Log and King Stork ; and wo 
hike this early opportunity of vehem
ently protesting against the assuni|>- 
tion that they are tied up to any such 
woful alternative. There are worthy 
and sufficiently able men to represent 
Novascotia in tho Provincial House of 
Assembly, ns in the Dominion House 
of Commons ; and they will be forth
coming if tho country really wants

It is well to know, however, that 
these worthy and able men, which 
over House they may bo intended for, 
will not condescend to l»o sent up an
nually to the capital, with labels upon 
their backs, like so many pieces of 
personal luggage belonging either to 
“ the Premier,” or to tho so-called 
“ leader of tho Opposition ” ; nor 
submit to bo hauled back and forth 
to cither side of tho Speaker’s chair, 
like so many dead carcases having no 
souls of their own at all. No man of 
proper self-respect—no gentleman, 
will submit to any such chronic in
dignity, although factionism should 
insist upon it over so loudly. No ; 
tho able and worthy men such as 
should bo tho country’s representa
tives in Parliament, and such as will 
bo forthcoming if demanded, whatever 
their known opinions upon any given 
subject, will yet be tho mere creatures 
of no man, or body of men. They will 
he as free as honorable in their ac
tions ; and they will persist in really 
possessing souls of their own.

Pay as you go. Ask, but never 
beg. Help others when you are 
able, but never give when you can
not afford to.


