Belshazzar's day presents is the worst, Nebuchad-
nezzar set up ar idol before that day, and Darius set
up himself af{er it. The fiery furnace was heated for
the saints in the former reign, and the lion’s don
was open for them in the latter, The day of Bel-
shazzar witnessed nothing of this. The abomina-
tion in the plain of Dura did not demand worshiy
then, neither did the royal statnte forbid worship
toward Jerusalem then, But still there is some-
thing in Belshuzzar himself, if not in his day, which
especially provoked the Spirit of the Lord. Daniel
can feel for Nebuchudnezzar, and Nebuchadnezzar
is brought to a right repentant mind, and the judg-
ment of God is reversed, Daniel, too, can feel for
Davius, and Darius is seen in humbled gracious
meltings of soul, and we can all pity him—pity him
when we see him unwittingly involved in results
which a moment’s vanity and easiness of nature had
led to. But from us Belshazzar gets no kindly
movement of heart, from the Spirit of God in Daniel
nothing but stern rebuke, and from the hand of God
nothing but swift destruction, the fingers on the
wall announcing it, and the sword of the Median
executing it.  “In that night was Belshazzar the
king of the Chaldeuns slain.”
He was the easy man of the world, He despised
“all religious fear. What he worshipped was his
pleasures, the gods of silver, of brass, and of gold,
the vessels which could fill out. his entertainments
and make provision for his lusts,
He did not summon the world to either his idol




