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An Optimistie  An insurance enterprise on a large | a wind. Building up a fire insurance company as a

Venture scale is projected in New York | mere organization in legal form is one thing, but, to
so built it as to conmand the confidence of property

in Insurance. ‘hich is re o be * heartily : .
?‘thh " rt.portcd ’ . artiy 1 insurers is quite another thing ; one can be begun and
indorsed by large manufacturers | completed in a few weeks, the other requires many
and merchants, who have been harassed in the past | vears to accomplish. The Chambre de Commerce was
by lack of insurance facilities and the too often nar- barking up the wrong tree i its discussion on fire n-
> 2 52 t2 surance rates.
row and arbitrary views of their risks taken by local el ——
Lariff associations, whose existence often depends English As the result of an analysis of the last

upon the manufacturing industries in their locality. | Birth Rate. Census of the United Kingdom by Mr.

Investors, too, see an opportunity of securing good Thomas A. Welton he shows, as reported
returns for their money, and subscriptions are also in “The Insurance Observer,” that the most important
being received from many insurers.” The prospectus | fact revealed is the relatively small increase of child-
contains two statements, one of which places the | ren under 15. The closest estimate he can form is
expenses to be provided for at 15 per cent. and the | as under:—1881, population 15 years of age and up,
losses 30 per cent.; the other gives the expenses at | ;5 o3 848 1891, population 15 years of age and
15 per cent, ‘.“d losses 45 per cent. Carclu! selection up, 18,830,200—increase, 14.1 per cent.: 1901, esti-
and supervision of risks are expected to yield these | .  alati e aa e of Sa- et

remarkable results. Underwriters of long experience | ates population, 15 years of age anc up, 22,000,000
will watch the enterprise with more curiosity than increase, 168 per cent.; 1881, children 0-15, 9.468,
confidence in its working out according to the pro-
spectus,

501; 1891, children, o-15, 10,172,235—increase, 7.4
per cent.; 1901, estimated children, 0-15, 10,520,975
The numbers of children

— increase, 3.5 per cent.
Chambre The Chambre de Commerce, of this | would have been 2,002,000 greater had the ratio of
de Commerce (ity, at a recent meeting threw out a | (881 been maintained.  The ascertained facts, for the

on Rates. hint, or was it a threat, that if the fire | seven largest counties are as under:
1881 1901 1901

. e 4 .uce their rates an opposition

companies did not I'Ldlll.ll t| '”‘ a M 8 v Chliion wn;;- Chtidran Short
N r W p ranmzed, jere are no reasol S Counties. under under undpr under No, of
company would be organiz © i ) W5 Children.

why such an enterprise should not be started, save two, | London..... 633,907 1,252,805 766,659 1,357,874 157,600
alists to invest | Lancaster.... 570,364 1273364 741,589 1,416,130 213,800

which are, the natural fear of capit onaster. - U866l 1,071,191 622,702 1,162,049 221,600

money where the risks of loss are great and profits | ;u.nlunl. :r.b.r;bt 4‘21(;,1;:3:’ :g;;:rl Sﬁ,m)
s : 2 bt oty Yurham. [TRUS 350,22 { 48,
small, and next, the prlldcn(lal objection of property K:,,l'.'_'" 111504 258,816 |_r,¢,_374' 59,400

owners to insure in a company that is not strong EaseX.omrrr, 89,960 215,638 186,833 186,239 61,600

enough to justify confidence. Outside of e oy | qotls .. 2211408 4,852,781 2,842,746 5,487,448 838,500
derations the course 18 absolutely clear for a new fire | ppe yoral figures worked out in relation to the num-

insurance enterprise. 1f the members of the Chambre ' por of wives would show a shortage compared with.
de Commerce would zealously agitate for the fire protec- 188y of about 1,579,000 children, which, Mr. Welton
tion of this city being made commensurate with thelo-  (hinks. is a truer figure than 2,002,000 given above*,
cal necessities as declared by the underwriters and as e which ever way the matter is regarded a difference
confirmed by the fire brigade, they would enter upon i 3 million and a half of children is an enormous
a much shorter road to lower rates than establishing  fact.

a new company. That course, indeed, .W".“‘“ have no *The difference atises from the increased proportion of celibate
more effect in reducing rates than whistling to rais¢  adults.
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