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SOURCE OF THE CHRISTIAN LIFE. LESSONS FROM ISAIAH.»«eld, "Christ liveth In me; therefore I 

live the new life "
We eee in Si Paul's e*3# also how 

this new life operates. Hu was still In 
tile fresh, limited end held under jiliys 
ical law® Like the uuieuewcd men about 
him, moving under like circumstances, 
using tiie same bodily organs a« before »n«l 
before. He still ate and drank and lab 
ored and slept and handled earthly 
things, but in % different spirit, with » 
different outlook, and Aon different 
motive*. They were held In their true 
relation ae servants of hie higher, epir 
itual life—used a# means whereby V» 
nerve Clod. The Ghrietian is a epdritual 
men, one In wluin ttlie spirituri, In 
mortal part, purified ami quickened by 
ChnUt, has been delivered from the bond 
ag.* of evil and ia growing up into the 
holy oharacter for which he was created 
and redeemed. Only in walking after 
Clod's Spirit do we etrike into the path 
which our spirits were meant by their 
Maker to follow. Thn ugh Christ's life 
our human live» are recover d from their 
misdirection and atirted to ard their own 
proper goal. Chriat'a lif in us inean.s 
our own true life restor d.

(Lutheran observer.)
Tlie Christian life is nut self-originated. 

It duee not spring into being by an act of 
merely human will, resolve or power. It 
is a divine product alike in its begin 
ning end progress. It is of Uod. There 
is e memorable passage of Bt. Paul's 
wherein he touches upon thie problem 
of Christian psychology, «peaking with 
the firm conviction of one who draws 
his knowledge from the deeps of an in 
dubiteble personal experience. So far 
a* the life I once lived is concerned, he 
«ays, "1 am crucified." But he immediate 
jy adds, ‘‘Nevertheless 1 live;" then, a.s 
if to correct a pwsible mieapprebeueion. 
lie explains, "Yet not I, hut Christ liveth 
m me." That is to eay, the real author 
of tiie uhenge he has experienced is 
lkie divine Redeemer. The source of his 
new views and feelings, of all tiie new 
activities of his mind and heart, of the 
new direction of his choice.', making a 
new life within and without, ia dirait— 
tiie niin-i of Christ becoming Paul's 
mind, the will of Christ becoming Paul's 
will, tiie truth of Christ becoming the 
governing and direoting truth and light 
for Peu}, Christ himself, with all hk 
mighty powers and inspirations, being 
thus taken into the verv love and life 
of tiie aoul.

By Robert E.. Speer.
"I saw tiie Lord." IwaUh looked out 

hi* life in the light that fell upon 
it liefore the presence of Uod. 
vision of tiie Lord wan a vision of his 
own life ae it appeared tv the Loid. 
That virion banishe ! pride and «elfish- 
lies». Tiie trouble with most of i* is 
tliat we tiiink of life as belonging to 
ourse!vee, and we d<< with it just what 
we would do with whatever w*w 
own. And also we forget etornity. We 
lake it fur m»anted that, vur life lias no 
range bevond death, and no wider sweep 
than its human relationships. We will 
know better if we will look upon tiie 
Iwird and reconsider vur live» in the 
light vf his countenance.

The sight uf Uod destiny* pride. When 
Isaiah had his great ex|>eriertce in the 
temple, hie first effort was to humble 
himself.

Hie

When man measure» hiiueelf 
against his fellow men he may be proud, 
but not when lie measures himself 
against Uvd. Uod is our true standard, 
and when we stand before him 
unclean. Thie wae Peter'# experience. 
Before tiie power of Christ lie could 
only fall down and say: "Depart from 
me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord." 
But it i* just when we haive discovered 
Iwfore Uod our own unwurthiuess and 
impatience tliat we are where 
be made strong and omnipotent, 
who humble themselves before Ul . _id 
so know their oun true place and char 
acter are where Uod can uplift them and 
cause them to eland in the solid 
etreugth of God.

The eight of Uod destroys selfishness. 
We see that tile end vf life is not 
own pleasure but the will of Uod. The 
contact with the fundamental realities 
which a great disaster gives men, bringa 
tv them this revelation. When tiie Re 
public was struck by tiie Florida and 
tiie paseengers ill clad and in |>eril of 
tiivir lives stood shivering on tbe deck, 
petty selfishuese appeared in ita true 
shame and wickedness, ana each one 
thought vf the need vf uthero. The 
sight of Uod is the virion of the ulti 
mate reality of all things, and when we 
see him seul life before bin-, we real 
ue that life is not to be used for pleas 
ure but to be spent in work, aud that 
the work is to seek not our gain, but 
the world's good and tiie glory vf Uod.

The mau who thus sees his life In the 
presence of Uod rejoicingly réalisés tliat 
it is his life in order that he may f~*e 
ly give it to Uod. "Whom shall 1 Lend 
and who will go for usf" asks God. Ilia 
mau doee not want to be a conscript. 
He instantly volunteers. There are 
many Christian* who say, "Yes, I would 
go as a missionary if Uod called me," 
or "Yes, I would help In that needy 
work at home if Uod would assign me 
definitely to it." 
script* but volunteers. At the time of 
the Aehantte expedition the Boots 
Guards were drawn up at Windsor and 
their colonel explained the call to 
them, and asked any men who would 
offer themselves to step one step forward 
from the line. Then he turned away 
for a moment, and when he turned 
back saw tiie whole line just as it had 
been before. "What." Ue cried In 
shame, "the Scots Uuards and no vol
unteers?" "Sir," said an officer, "the 
whole line stepped forward."

TROUBLED WITH DOUBTS.

By C. H. Wetherbe.
Tliere‘are thousands of Christians who 

frequently doubt that they ire real 
Christians. They are often saddened 
by the thought that, notwithstanding 
the fact tliat there was a time when they 
believed that they were changed In 
heart and life by tiie grsue of Uod, 
they may have been mistaken. A dark 
ening doubt troubles them. They do not

Some hint of this mystery of Christ’s 
life iu the believer may be found in 
the human fact of one man entering, 
through the mean» of wurd and action, 
into tiie mind aud heart of his friend, 
and there controlling his thinking and 
■•'lisping his life. But thie ia only a 
hint The living Chriet iu the Christian, 
making and directing his life, is a much 
deeper, more intimate real end vital 
thing than any merely human relation 
ship 
divii

presently feel eitiier happy or hopeful. 
Tli« former spirit of rejoicing is now 
alwent. The pall of uncertainty clouds 
their vision.can illustrate. Fur Christ, by his 

ie power, by hia Holy Spirit, esn 
enter more directly and positively into 
our Ininds and hearts—can supernatural 
ly place himself in his truth and i|uick 
ening energy in the verv citadel of our 
personality. Bo completely does the 
reality transcend the analogies of hu 
man relationships, and yet go deep ami 
vital is it, that it is sometimes called 
the "mystical" or mysterious union. 
Christ himself illustrated it by tiie way 
in which the branches live iu aud by 
the vine. It la a connection mysterious 
in itself, but on* which makes the fruits 
of righteoueness in the ChriMiau's life 
as truly the products of Christ’s power 
and energy aa the fruits on tiie branch
es are the product* of the life of tiie 
vine. Bt. Paul illustrates it in another 
place by the relation of the head to the 
members of the body -the members 
showing the thought end will of the 
head aud acting by its direction.

Nor is the fact that the course of the 
Christian life is explained by tiie phrase. 
"Christ liveth in me" inconsistent with 
the truth asserted dn that other declare 
Ho- of Paul's, "Nevertheless I live. ' 
R* 1er, it waa only because he could 
affirm "Christ liveth in me" that he 
could also say, "I live." In other words 
Christ dn him was the only adequate 
reaeon and explanation of his new life— 
tiie efficient cause of hi* resurrection 
from the death In trespasses aud Bins. 
It is not until Chriet lives in us that 
we can live our own true life. But 
whatever Christ ia within us and does 
within us. whatever suggestion and 
quickening aud help he may faring ua, 
lie cannot and doee not live our lives 
for ua, or instead of us. but enables 
ue to truly live. He gives us tiie freedom, 
light, etrength, but we do and muat. 
do the living—impossible without him, 
real and holy by him. If he work* in 
us to will aud do we muat actually our 
•‘elves both will aud do if -we are to 
work out into real life our salvation from 
■in. Whatever life-power Christ may 
be iu ua muet flow into effect in the 
progress of our own thinking, feeling, 
•oting, day by day. tit. Piaul f -light hat# 
inverted the order of hi» etnv ant and

I may liave aome readers of thla class. 
If so. I would like to help them. A few 
questions may serve the purjiose. l>o 
you presently have any yearning to 
nlea.se Uod? Have you any speoia. in 
turest in reading tiie Bible? Have you 
any apjwtite for purely spiritual things? 
Are you inclined to liavu seasons of 
quiet communion with Uod? Are you 
desirous of being on a much higher 
plane of spiritual life than you now oc 
cupyf Do you know whether or not 
you love Uod, His Word, aud His 
pie?

These test questions ought to aid a 
doubting Christian iu deciding what his 
relation to Uod now is. I advise such 
a person not to be governed by his or 
her doubts. If one be a real Ohrietiau 
lie may have doubts in respect to oer 
tain things, but the doubts are not like 
ly to long l>e his master. Certainly they 
will not be so if the Christian will set 
himself resolutely against them. Much 
depend* upon one’s power vf will. Let 
him firmly say that he will not be the 
slave of doubts, and the good result 
will surprise and gladden him. The 
liarrowing doubts will soon flee away 
from him.

peo

Uod wants not con-

But I would not encourage anyone to 
lake it for granted that lie is a true 
Christian simply because, years ago, he 
made a profession of religion. There are 
those who, at a certain time, changed 
their c urse of living. It proved to be 
only temporary reformation. For a 
whih they seemed to be xealous for 
the Lord’s cause. While everything 
went smoothl” with them they main 
tained a sort uf religious activity. But 
there was no radical change of nature 
or oliaraoter, and therefore they were 
formalists. Such ones are not ap 
troubled with doubts, though they 
ought to be alarmed about themselves. 
To the true Christian I say, cultivate 
your best faith iu God, and thus destroy 
bad doubting.

Paul did not stop preaching because all 
of hie convert* did not hold out. Many 
of tiie convert* even of Jesua went back 
"and went no more with Him." 1/ a 
man tumble* into the river, are we to re
fuse to rescue him beueuee he may fall

t to lx:

flod never called a laay man to preach 
the gospel, nor a mau that would not 
•teive to prepare himself to preach.

•Y.P. Topic, May 8, 1909: Life Lesson* 
for me from the Book of Islab, lea. •;
19.


