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THE DOCTRINE AND “THE MAN.”thought, it 1» one and the same as per­

sonal annihilation. The Chriet’s pro­
mise of the resurrection of tlie dead per 

A young Japanese Buddhist was sent eonality in a higher organisation of tii#
to England ten years ago to * Kly Eng human being jqieake to the natural
lien literature, philosophy anu religion. hopes of the whole hum/ a race. The
After some time thus oooupied lie -.et Christian teaddng on the resi *reotion
out to return to Japan by way of India, would give a great advantage to Christ-
where he died. His English tutor wee ianity over Buddhism among my o>un-
deeply interested in him, and lias pub- trymen.''
liahed some of the young man's thoughts of Hi. Paul'» argument in I Gorin 
concerning Christianity. The following thian* xv, he said, "That is enough and 
extracts will give some idea of the con­
clusions he readied from his study of 
the Greek Testament :

Editor Dominion Presbyterian. - About 
sixteen years ago was there not a widely- 
reported <ii* ussiou on the queet.on of the 
relative value of good men and good 
doctrine! Une party asked for the form­
er saying the latter could be done with­
out; die other valued good men, but 
stated that, if either had to be chosen, 
he would choose good doctrine, and his 
reason was that good men left to them 
selves would degenerate, but from good 
doctrine (the Bible wes under discus- 
■ion) evil men would be made good.

I have just read in your isaue of the 
6th iust. words which are reported to 
be from the Rev. Win. Mcfrto»h which 
have recalled the above „u my mind. 
Mr. McIntosh puts a man as being a lu» vs 
hia religion,—in one sense he i« right, 
but in a more important one he ia 
wrong, and there is a greet divide be­
tween true Romanism and true Pr-•test- 
autism, and this difference produces a 
different class of men; and with all my 
hern let me say that Protestantism is 
much more in accordance with the Bible 
than Romanism. Protestantism is doc­
trine according to the revelation of God 
head and shoulders above Romanism, 
not to say anything of the unscripturai 
doctrines that Romanism Inis incorporat­
ed in its beliefs.

having an yet no experience of Ü. 
transformation, we can know no mon 
The animal body of I his lif a. and tK 
higher wit tirai «spiritualV) body of the 
life to come is very satisfactory teach­
ing. Thb; dtetrine of resurrection hi 
a great, advantage ever our idea 
Nirvana."

"What,*’ I once asked him, "should 
you consider the most essential and 
salient thought about Jesus the Christ, 
<w you understand from study of the 
four Gospels, and how would you de­
scribe Christianity as a religion to your 
friends of the Buddhist monastery f" "1 
should say,” he replied, "that the most 
essential and salient thought about 
Chriet LS tilai Ile j- tin- manifold Life 
cf mankind, and I should describe 
Christ ianity ae the religion of the re­
vealed fatherhood of God and the ideal 
•oudiip of humanity. 1 regard the 
Christ, and therefore Christianity, ad a 
higher natural n ear is for the moral and 
spiritual education of the world."
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WATCHFUL PROVIDENCE.

(Psalm 91.)
By George W. Armstrong. 

Almighty Shadow (Secret place),
In which the good shall ere abide; 
For God a rock of refuge is,
A fortress where frail man may hide.

A fowler with his gum may snare, 
And noisome pestilence attack;
But in my God I'll ere onutide.
And surely He will drive them back.

"You say, ‘higher natural,' " I obeer 
ved. "Will you expia.n what you mean ' 
by the expression F ‘T meurt,” he an­
swered, "that Christ and Christianity 
are not a human intuition, nor a de­
velopment on the lower plan of ordin­
ary nature, hut a revelation made by 
tlie divine wisdom and power. The 
ideal life cannot Ik* the conception gf 
humanity iu any stage of its progres­
sive advancement, but must descend 
from tlie higher world. And this, 1 ob­
serve, is whet the Christ said of Him­
self. ‘I am from above,* T came down 
from heaven," and He speaks of ‘the 
glory which He had with the Father 
before the world was ’ The ideal life 
of all intelligent and moral creature* 
must have ext-ted iu tlie divine mind 
from all eternity, and their normal 
life must have l»een conceived with di­
vine complacency, arid glorified with the 
Father In '

I write to balance off such onesided 
teaching as that credited to Mr. Mc­
Intosh and t,o 
one truth in ! 
important point is the man." there is 
still more important truth in the fact 
that Protestantism is in advance of Ro­
manism as much as the true worship of 
God for which Moses had great seal was 
ahead of the fake worship that Aaron 
and the multitude were practising et 
the base of Mount Sinai.

His feathers shall 
Under His wing be 
His truth, my buckler, sword and 

shield,—
Protection strong : for He is just.

covering lie,
all my trust; n say that whilst there is 

Mr. McIntosh's words, "the

Terrors by night may me invade,
And arrows fly in light of day; 
Destruction waste at nom tide hour:— 
I’m not afraid—His arm oan stay.

A thousand at my aide shall fall,
Ten thousand fall at my right hand; 
But nigh me fear can never come, 
Firuily in God my feet shall stand.

The wicked shall have their reward, 
W'itho" a refuge in their need;
But 1 shall lind defence is sure.
And from all anxious cares be freed.

JAS. TAYLOR.
Chelsea, (fur.

"PURE NONSENSE.”
Editor Dominion Preehyterian :
One great evil of our day is the con 

étant effort to invent new meaning# for 
the Gospel narrative. This striving af 
ter effect leads men from the Bible, 
stead of to it. with the reeult that am­
ong teachers, and even those who pro- 
elaii . the World, there i< a haiiness i*i 
regard to, if not abeolule ignorance of, 
the original. How many can tell about 
the Bible—alas, how few know accurate­
ly the Bible itself.

In a missionary periodical I read of 
a "Right Reverend" contributor to a 
New York pa;>er who "deduces some 
very beautiful mieeionary lessons from 
the cirvut. stance.-! of the birth of 
Christ.” He

His divine contemplation and 
creative piirjKxse. My 
lion and sympathies, and possibly my 
Oriental tinge of thought, quicken my 

itidn of these utterances of the
---- t. and excite my admiration of and

confidence in them as the words of wis­
dom and truth."

mempmi;
Buddhist

No evil shall molest my way,
No plague nigh to my dwe.ling come, 
God the Most High has sent a watch— 
An angel band to guard my home. 

London. January 31st, 1909.
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Christ

THE PERIL OF SAFETY.‘‘1 have often wondered." he said 
one day, "wher. I ueed to be told In 
my country of the splendour of west­
ern civilization . . A people with such 
a divine religion as Christianity must 
he a great people and an good as they 
are great. Budilhtet as I am, I cannot 
but hope that Christianity 
into Japan, and that it will he diffueed 
through our whole empire. Our people 
ought to know the Chriet of Christianity; 

. and if it were prt ached everywhere that 
the Christ la the manifested and normal 
life of humanity, the people would be 
lifted up by the power of this beautiful 
and beneficent personality into a nob­
ler and happier human life. When my 
brothers of the mon eatery know more 
about the Christ and Christianity, they 
will not be jealous of the diffusion and 
influence of your great western religion 
in their native land."

There is always danger when we are eo 
well safeguarded as to think we are be 
yimd danger. In other words, whenever 
we cease to be alert against danger, w« 
increase our risk from it. One who 
has had ample time to catch a train or 
keep an appointment, for example, has 
more Uian once failed to arrive ou time 
simply because lie thought there was 
plenty of time, and tlie minutes « lipped 
away faster than they were noticed. That 
same person will keep an appointment 
punctually, over and over again, when 
lie has allowed only just enough min­
utes and seconds to get there "on the 
dot." Thf trouble in the first instance 
ley. not in allowing plenty cf time, for 
that is a good thing Vo 
posing that plenty of time meant no 
further need of watchfulness. And the 
reason why the appointments were kept 
ofteneet when time was scantiest was 
because the whole man was then awake 
and alert to the danger of failure. This 
is simply another illustration of the old 
warning, "Let him that thlnketh he 
etandeth take heed"—. It is well to al­
low broad margins between ourselves and

eays that the Angel of the 
Lord was the "11 ret missionary of the 
new dispensation ; that the shepherds 
were the first earthly bearers of the 
message. With them mlésions was an 
instinct, and eagerness to tell was insep­
arable from the glad tidings—and more 
of the same sort, which I humbly sub­
mit is pure nonsense, but upon which 
a sympathetic writer comments; "So 
true is it that this old Christmas story 
ever comes to us with a fresh message."

This straining for new meanings so 
foreign to the simple, straightforward ' 
narrative of the evangelists is unwhole- 
■<*ne, and I believe arises mainly from 
the desire to make the Gospel story "fit 
in” to the traditions and superstitions of 
the observance of "days, 
and seasons, and years," all of which 
tend to bondage—the more so that few 
of th i vho read and admire these 
"frer-
the ; Iptures” in which thev think they 
have eternal life, and which truly tes­
tify of Christ

will oome

do, but in sup

Reading on one occasion the chapter 
In John, recording (he raising of Lazar- 
■us from the dead, amd Jesus' affirmation 
‘hat He is the Re-mrrrectton and the 
Life, he remarked that Christianity had 
an immense advantage over Buddhism 
in its emphasis of every human in­
dividuality. "Our aspiraiiona of th> ...
future are not to dietinotlvely a faith While; but it la courting failure to think 
ae Christianity afforda To the BixM ™*1 >» margin Insnre, euecees.-Sunday 
hist the future Is a painfully vague hope. School Times.
Buddhism seems to promise a future 
life; but when we think about it the 
future life seems to be such an absorp­
tion of our individuality that, to pure

and months

me. sagee" themselves "search

ULSTER PAT.

Humboldt says: “Only -what we have 
wrought into our character during life, 
can we take away with us.

"DonH look for much growth in grace 
aa long as you keep your hands in your 
pockets."
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