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But if Ian Maclaren’a peasants and oth
ers are all amiable anj good, everyone 
must feel that the sordid and vulgar 
aud irreligious people who figure in 
“The House with the Green Shutters” 
are much leee typical, le.-e true to na
ture than Doctor Maolure and the other 
inhabitants of Drumtochty. 
smith's folk in the “Deserted Village” 
are idealized, it is much better for the 
people for their moral improvement and 
happiness that their popular writers 
should idealize in the manner of Gold
smith and Ian Maclaren.

that I may epeak tenderly to mournere, 
end eimply to the children; to offer a 
full and tree Chriet to sinners, and ex
horting the saints to follow Him more 
closely." All thie, it is well known. 
Dr. Watson constantly and consistently 
carried out. We who have hoard him 
preach can tcetify to the Keltic fire of 
hie preaching, his intense yet controlled 
earneftne s and urgency, the humanness 
of sympathy and tenderness that reach
ed and touched every heart. He did not 
de.U much in scholastic theology, but 
in those primal spiritual eseentials 
which come home to every min’s con
science ami soul, 
sermons on B.blicel criticism and phil- 

Of evangelistic preaching he

IAN MACLAREN.

Review in Belfast Witness.
Dr. Rolerteon Nicoll hae been well 

advised in preparing thie biief biography 
of a charming personality. Dr. John 
Watson, better known by hie pen name 
of I .n Mad Jen, was firet and foremost 

and devoted
If Gold-

a deep y religious man,
Minister of Jesus Christ. Then he was 
el»-<> a genial humanist, a kindly hum
or st, a writer of b >oks that have car
ried a wholeeome, happy atmosphere in
to many th ms and homee on both sidee 
of the Atlantic. An Pre byteriaais we 
were all proud of him as an ornament of 
our Communion, and we understood and 
enjoyed his delightful boohs; as Christ
ians we were thankful that such talente 

rated to the eervice of God, 
end the salvation and suc<our of his 
fellow-men. Some things here told 
supplement for many their knowledge of 
Dr. Watson, and surprise them ooneid: 
erably. That he wee a Scottish High
lander on bo'li fathei's and mother’s 
eide a’l of us knew. But many did not 
know that he was a Jacobite of decided 
principles, and took from a 
song the title of hie first book. In 
politic» he was constitutionally Con- 
eervative and Imperialist; euch as the 
Boer war he wae distressed by the dis
play of Unpatriotic feelings by Little 
Englandere and pro-Boers, and he re
joiced when his son went to the front 
as a soldier of the Queen. He wae 
saddened, as most of us were at the 
time, by the ravings of certain writers 
and speakers, who praised every other 
country and abused their own. 
be news, also to many that Dr. Wateon 
had among his ancestors a Roman 
Catholic, and that strand entered into 
the twist of hie temperament through 
life, so that after ordination he wore 
a hair ehirt for a time, and practised 
some other aecetic austerities. Through
out hia Liverpool Ministry he lived on 
friendly terms with Roman Catholics; 
but. indeed, he cultivated peace and 
goodwill towards all sorte and condi
tions of men. It was part of that 
humanism which Dr. Nicoll 
in the finest sentence in this book—"For 
the innocent gaiety and lighter follies 
of youth he had a vast toleration, for 
the sudden disasters of manhood an 
unfailing charity, for the unredeemed 
tragedies of age a great sorrow.”

He had no faith in Under his proper name Dr. Watson 
published several books, the most useful 
of them being “The Cure of Soule.” In 
a delightfully human way it gue.4 into 
the details of the pastoral life. It is a 
book that should be read carefully by 
all ministère of Chriet. In "The Mind 
of the Master" he uecd some unguard d 
language which created a breeze in the 
Preebytcry, but his explanations were 
accepted ae satisfactory, and the matter 
was dropped. As to Dr. Watson’s lectur
ing tours in America there is little need 
to write. He liked the crowds, the en
thusiasm, the making of new friends. 
Certainly the lectures brought him both 
praise and eolid pudding, 
overtaxed hie strength, ae in the case 
of Dickens before him, and 0,1 a lectur
ing tour he dmd suddenly at the early 
age of flfty-sevèn. Thus closed a career 
at once brilliant and ueefnl. 
wae not & man whoee great genius re
moves him from our sympathy and our 
imitation. All the more, therefore, his 
character and career furnish a happy 
stimulus to ordinary ministers. All may 
imitate his devotion to duty, hie reeolve 
to make his pulpit a power for good, hie 
minute pastoral diligence, hie human 
kindliness to all sorts of people, hie 
cheery hopefulness and abounding good 
nature.

phy.
said—"It has seemed to me, as a rule, 
careless to a scindai, and almost 
squalid in etyle, with vain repetitions ofwere couse
hackneyed words by way of exhortation, 
and incredble anecdotes by way of il
lustration.” He attached great impor
tance to the conduct of public worship, 
and prepared most carefully the prayers 
to be offered in church.

will

It is very interesting to rend fn thie 
b’ogrophÿ that the busy Minister of a 
large city congregation wna fo energetic 
a P stor in systematic visitation of the 
peoplç. Even after he became famous, 
And was pressed by extra public duty, 
Dr. Watson never neglected personal at
tention to every family and every mem
ber. We know that In New York Dr. 
John Hall shone in that duty; but Hall 
h id never the literary work of Wateon, 
which must have consumed much time 
and thought. His diligence in Pastoral 
vH tit ion waa part of his conecientioue 
feel*ng that the Ministry was his real, 
solid work, and hie books, especially his 
“8 ott-sh Idylls,”
product. If such busy men as John 
Watson and John Hall make lime to 
vNit every church member, what a 
stimulus the example becomes to other 
Mmisters with more time on their 
hands! In the public life of Liverpool 
Dr. Watson took a lively interest, and 
an ao'ive part. He did so on principle, 
he believed that Christianity was a social 
and civic power for good, and that the 
Christian Mmister w s called upon to 
help the cause of public and civic right
eousness. As a result of this, his con- 
gregaton furnished no less than eix 
Lord Mayors of Liverpool, and on his 
death the city ordained a public fun
eral, which was witnessed and shared in 
by sixty thousand persons of all creeds 
and classes.

Jacobite

But they

Watson

It will

a sort of mere by-

LITERARY NOTES.

"The Revocation of Treaty Privileges 
to Alien Subjects’* is fully and ably 
discussed in the October number of the 
Nineteenth Century by the Hon. Mr. 
Justice Hodgins, of Toronto. “The 
Value of Canadian Preference,” by Vie- 
count Milner, will also be rea(j by many 
in this country with no small degree of 
interest, in view of that nobleman’s re
cent tour of the Dominion. In thie ar
ticle Lord Milner controverts the view 
that the preference is of little or no 
value, n# maintained by Free Importer» 
in England.

describes

This breadth of sympathy, no doubt 
born with him. wae confirmed by a 
large and Vberal education; four years 
st Edinburgh University, four at the 
Preeby'erian College, a half year at Tub- 
ingen. in Germany. With all this and 
his own studies, which were extensive, 
he settled finally into a theological 
position, which, if it was broad, wae 
distinctly Evangelical. Whi’e he sym
pathized with the spirit and attitude of 
the Established Church of Scotland 
rather than the Free Church, yet Dr. 
Nicoll state* with full knowledge that 
he held tenaciouely. end to the end, all 
the vital, spiritual essentials of Evan
gelical Christianity, with a special 
faith and hope of personal Immortality. 
His manifesto wt hie first sermon In 
Liverpool ran—'T promise, by the grace 
of God. and according to my ability, to 
preach the Cross of Christ. The Cross, 
as I understand it. 00mbines the doctrine 
of forgiveneee and the doctrine of holi
ness. Christ, who is our sacrifice, is 
also #.ur ideal. Pray that I may deal 
honeitly with intellectual difficulties, 
arid wisely with cases of conscience;

We have only to refer, and more brief
ly, to his literary labors, 
name of Tan Maclareo he was induced 
by Dr. Nlcoll to write sketches of High
land chareet-'T. the materials of which 
he gathered in his first parish of Logical- 
mend, among the Grampians. The 
best of these were the 
Piir’s" and the country physician, 
“Wre'um Maolure." Published in a 
volume—“Beside the Bonnie Brier 
Bush”—the book sold marvellously, 
2*0 000 copies on this a’de. and nearly 
500.000 In America. The Idylls we^e com
pleted in a second volume. “The Days of 
Atild Lane Syne.” A regular novel wna 
attempted later, but was not a great euo- 
cese. In these bonks the biographer ad
mits the writer indulged the sentimental 
vein, but we agree with him that the 
sentimental Is a quite legitimate vein. 
It is known that another later writer 
produced “The House with the Green 
Shutter»,” to show up the sordid and 
seamy eide of the Scottish character.

Under the
A good average number is the Contem

porary Review for October. The articles 
are as follows: Great Britain and Ger
many, by Harold Spencer; The Alleged 
Transmiseion of Acquired Character, by 
Dr. W. A. Reid; Modern Priests of 
Baal, by Enid Campbell Dawnoey; A 
Slump in French Socialism, by Laurence 
Jerrold; The Treatment of W-men Pris
oner», by Elizabeth Sloan Oheeeer, M. 
B. ; Proportional Representation in Bel
gium, by Colin H. Humphreys; The Or
igin of the Dog. by Woode Hutchinson, 
M.D.; Poor Relief in Switzerland. Part 
I-, by Edith Seller»; The Early Days of 
Joseph Blanco-White, by Olive Birrell. 
Dr. E. J. Dillon deals with "Foreign 
Affaire" in hie usually bright and com
prehensive etvle; while in a “Literary 
Supplement’^ and in the “Reviews of 
Books” will be found a large variety of 
interesting matter. New York: Leonard 
Scott Publication Co., Publisher».

“Lad o’


