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The eldership is the most honorable
and important office in the Preshyterian
Chureh, It is divided into two sections,
commonly known as teaching elders and
ruling elders, The teaching elder is a
ruling elder, though the ruling elder can-
not lay claim to be a teaching elder. The
ordination of both is the same; both being
spiritual officers, and both attending to
the higher welfare of the members of the
church. There ie. however, some slight
superiority in favor of the minister. The
ruling elder “rules well,” like the minis-
ter, “is worthy of double honor,” hat
Peter eaye, “especially” they who labor
in word and doctrine. Efficiency of ser-
vice and “teaching” being otherwise on
the same footing. Character counts in this
high office. In the New Testament the
pame or title of elder has a somewhat
broad meaning; it embraces apostles, bish-
ops, pastors and teachers, and any others
who perform spiritual functions.

The Apostle Peter lays claim to being
an elder. In hie first epistle he says (v
1). “Who also am an elder”

Both branches of the Church of Christ
—the Jewish and the Apostolic— have
had their elderships, and we must go back
into ancient times, some three or four
thousand years, to arrive at the origin
of the office. The earliest reference to the
“elders of the congregation™ being in Le-
vitieus, iv., 15, so the office must he of
fairly good antiquity. But this paper has
nothing to do with anti-Christian times,
but with the church dating from the era
of the apostles.

Christ in the strict sense of the term -

did not establish a church organization.
This was left to his first disciples, who
are called apostles, and in their early
missionary efforts to evangelize the na-
tions, we find that where converts were
made a church was formed and elders were
ordained.

The first reference to Christian elders
i« in the Acts of the Apostles, xi., 30, and
it is gratifying to know that this refer-
ence has to do with an act of henevolence.
to provide assistance for the followers of
(hrist who were in distress through
vgreat dearth””  “The disciples, evesy
man according to his ability. determin»d
to send relief unto the brethren which
dwelt in Judea, which also they did, and
sent it to the elders by the hand of Bar-
nabas and Saul”

My subject is large, my space Timited,
0 T must of necessity only give the bar-
est outline. The subject upon which T
am requested to write is: “The Charae-
ter and Work of the Presbyterian Elder.”

Fiders should be men of prayer and
piety, filled with the epirit of God. nd
walking in the footsteps of Christ. They
chould be men of sound wisdom, discre-
tion and good judgment; able, willing and
ready at all times to help the minister and
advise and control the congregation for
spiritual edification, and as far as pro-
dence wonld suggest also be guides in
temporal matters. A minister's  duties
are twofold, teaching or preaching. and
pastoral. To neglect either would be a
dereliction of duty, and would tend to
weaken his influence and lose the respect
of his flock. The elders should be watch-
men, overseers of the church, in touch
with hoth pastor and people, and report-
ers of cases of sickness, poverty and
tronble, so that the pastor could by
prompt visitation be a source of comfort
and consolation to those in any kind of
distress,

Having such a high, holy and respon-
sible position, what manner of man should

the elder be? A man who “takes he:d”
unto himself, so that hie example and his
precept should harmonize; his conduct
should be transparent and not open to
doubt or snsnicion. He should have a
good supply of common sense and have
seriptural precepts as the basis of his con-
versation: otherwise he would not be in a
positidn to “renrove. rebuke and exhort.”
which form an important part in the work
of an elder. Who is eufficient for these
things? None hnt those who are led by
the &pirit of God, and who are under his
power, guidance and direction.

The Apostle Peter says: “The elders
which are among you T exhort, who am
alsa an elder, and a witness of the enffer-
ings of Christ, and also a partaker of the
glory that shall he revealed. Feed .he
flock of God which is among you, taking
the oversicht thereof, not by eonstraint,
but willinglv: not for filthy luere, but of
a ready mind.  Neither as being Jords over

1od’s hovitare, hut being examnles to
the flock. And when the chief Shepherd
&hall annear. ve <hall receive a crown of
glory that fadeth not away.” So that if
the work of an elder is one of labor it is
alsn one of reward.

Fldera are selected hecause of Christian
character,  Social statue. financial nosi-
tien, edueation or any kind of worldly
distinetion should not he considered—no,
not even mentioned. “For bv faith the
elders receive a good report.”—Hebrews
=i.. 9.

To summarize his work, the elder
should he praverful, pious. pure in life,
w«und in doctrine. shonld let his conver-
<ation be such as hecometh the (lospel of
(hrist. Tle should be sympathetic in hia
nature. kind and gentle in his manner,
not affected unduly hy disconragements
and the indifference of those who shonld
he energetic in the interests of (he
church. Te should he instant in season
and out of eeason, nsing his best efforts
to promote eociability and friendlinea
amone the neanle. heine himself friendlv
towards all. Tle shonld hecome acquaint-
ed with all the families of the congres
tion. eeneciaM- those of his own district
or parish. and in no ease should the chi*
dren be overlooked, and he shonld evea
he a constant attendant upon the sick,
helpless and poor.

As 2 miler he should be wice with the
wisdom that cometh from ahove: discrest,
as he hae eometimes to discipline the
thoughtless and erring. His  manner
should he simple, as his duty is to fead
and influence the Tamhe of the flock. He
should he homble in his character, aftor
the nattern of his Master: in short. be
madelled like the Saviour. who went ahont
doing good, and in all things never forzet
that he is accountable for his conduct:
by s doing he will gain the confidence,
esteem and love of those he seeks to
serve,

An clder is not altogether without ale-
guards against unfriendly men.  The
church is warned: “Against an elder re-
ceive not an accueation but before two
or three witnesses.”

Flders are also not oven to rebuke:
“Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him ae
a father.” though in case of flagrant sin
a rebuke mav he administered, and that
as a warning to others. “Them that <ia
rebute hefore all, that others also mav
fear.”

An elder i= a hishop. and Panl, in conn-
selling Timothy on what a bishop should
be. tells bim in T Timathy, chanter iii.,
verses 1 to 7. which yon should read.

Flderns  or hishops, have not omly a
status in the Church of Christ on earth,
hot they tale a nrominent nlace in the
everlasting home of the saints,  Revei
tions iv., 4; “And round about the throne

were four and twenty seats, and upon the
seate wore four and twenty cldens sit'ing,
clothed in white raiment. and they had on
their heads crowns of gold.”

SUNDAY AT COBALT.

“B. R.”, the clever rorrespondent of
the Toronto News, wries on the rilig
ious conditions at Cobi%t as followe,

But to return to Cobalt on Sinlay.
There are a'ready thre: denominitions
installed in the town and wordhinning
in their own hiiMingz:. The Baisconl
ians are already represented here, bui
they meet, for the time beingz, in the
schooheouse.  The denominations more
favored for the moment are the Pros-
byterians, te Methodists and the Ro-
man  Catholics, The Preshyterian clergy-
man, a yount graduate of Queen’s Uri-
versity, has possibly oaught the spirit of
the town more rapidly than have the
others, for he purposes constituting him-
self a Salvation Army, and will shortly
commence open-air services to meet the
neads of thoe who either will not go,
or do not desire to go, to church,

This new innovation should he pre-
duetive of much good in a community
that is still in its formative stage. Al
day long, and especially during the
hours of the afternoon, large erowds
of men congregate on the public square,
just as they used to meet in Queen's
Park on Sundays, in the old days, to
listen to religious exhotations, or to
indulge in Socialistic controversies. Nor
have these men any more ohjectionabls
qualities  than had their prototymes in
Toronto. They idle about, looking for
something of interest in  surroundings
that— the activities of week-day life en-
tirely gone—are about as prosaie as eould
well be conceived. There is a certiin
glamor in the strangze attires, anl
the moving panomma of a mining
camp, but even these qualities are apt
to pall full soon upon those who speed-
ily come to recognize in them a stated
outlook.

L

Certain it is that sines its establish-
ment Cobalt has swesesdel in  main-
taiming a  quiet  Sathath Havinz
Abandoned the artificial life of the larger
centers, the people here have also, in
a great measure, turned their backs upon
the various little vices they may formerly
have entertained. (ione all thought of
restless disputation; they are content to
live in amity with their fellows. On
every hand are heard expressions of sur-
prise that Sunday in such a new com-
munity should be decently observed.
Those who have seen many of the olle.
mining camps sy that never was one v
tablished that is quieter or more order
Iy than the Cobalt of the present.

COBALT.

The eyes of the world are now turned
towards Ontario where the newest silver
discoveries are creating the maddest ex-
citement in the whole history of North
America,

Cobalt is the centre of a greater min
ing boom than was Dawson City in its
palmiest days.  Tnstead of the hard trails
and strenuous effort that were necessary
to reach the Klondyke, the wav to Co-
balt is easy and can be reached direct in
a Pullman sleeping car.  The Grand
Trunk Railway System will carky vou
there with all the comforts ofs modern
travel,

A postal eard to the following address
will bring you a comprehensive and com-
plete illustrated description of the new El-
dorado with maps and all information, .1,
Quinlan, District Passenger Agent, Bova-
venture Station, Montreal,




