4
i

8

Che Dominion Presbyterian

1S PUBLISHED
AT 232 Sv. JAMES STREET, MONTREAL

TERMS
$1.50 per Year, in Advance

The Mount Royal Publishing Co'y
C. Buackert Rosinson, Manager

TORONTO OFFICE: 5 JORDAN STREET,

T oy S U R e o

v

THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN

of i and pondent writing on
time, we expect hereafter to be quite-up-lo date.

The Toronto budget went astray altogether,
and hence we are without our letter from the
Queen City.

The Beauty of Worship.

Worship and work are two sides of the same
Christian life. In worship we seek rest azd in-
spiration, in other words, renewal of spiriluzlity,
that we may not faint under life's burdens,
or fail in its duties. The man who worships
in a lowly spirit, receives strength to front the
world, and face great tasks, and the man who
works faithfully and achieves high character, is
the man who, by the grace of God, is capable
of dering the purest hip. Tho true dis
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About Ourselves.

The multiplication of periodicals is one of the
outstanding features of our time. The politi-
cal press is found in every corner of the land.
This is equally true of the papers devoted to
trades’ organizations, and to the professional
and financial interests which form so impor-
tant a factor in the intellectual and material
forces of our country, Many people—not among
the less worthy citizens of Canada—are strong-
ly of the opinion that religious journalism should
also be in evidence to a larger extent than it
15, to the end that the “Righteousness which
exalteth a nation” may more and more become
the distinguishing characteristic of our fair Do-
minion.

Efforts were recently pub forth to reduce the
numbe: of d inational papers published in
Toronto, and with some measure of success.
This was a commendable move, as four papers
in the same interest in one city amounted to
something akin to a scandal. There is room,
however, for a Presbyterian paper with head-
quarters in Montreal—No journal in this impor-
tant interest being published between Halifax
and Toronto.

When it is borne m mind that the Synod of
Montreal and Oftawa alone has over 27,000
families within its bounds, with a total member-
gbip of 58,000, it will be conceded that there
is “room and verge enough” here for a paying
subscription list.

But even these figures convey a very inade-
quate idea of the extensive field as yet unoccu-
pied. From the last Blue Book it will be seen
that there are 109,600 families in our Church.
It is quite within the mark to say that Pres-
byterian papers already published do not reach
more than 20,000 families; indeed, this is plac-
ing it at an outside figure. Surely the remaining
89,600 afford a fine constituency for a live, up
to-date distinctively Presbyterian newspaper, de-
voted to the highest interests of our church and
ccuntry.

We present our readers then with the initial
number of THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
In view of the fasts above stated, no apology
for doing #o is needed. Montreal, the Provinee of
Quebec and Eastern Ontario, will be our imme-
&ate field; but while this is so, the interests
of all sections of the country shall have careful
ttenti Special dent: i

ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ knows what it
is to worship in loneliness and silence, for the
soul of man is now the true Shekinah. But
without going so far as those who say that
a man who does not worship with the congre-
gation does not worship at all, we are prepared
to maintain that he who worships most truly
in private appreciates most fully the commun-
ion of saints. Public worship is the reverent
united approach to God of men and women who
feel their need of forgiveness and blessing, but
it is at the same time a drawing mear to each
other in spiritual fellowship. We believe that
true fellowsihp with God through Christ makes
possible the highest human fellowship. In the
light of these great truths the subject of pub-
lic worship should be considered. It is impos-
sible to review in the course of une brief article
the various stafements and arguments given in
these letters and lectures.* The movement with

which 8ir & dford Fleming has iden'ified him-
sell concer  itself with the form of femily and
congrega’ nal worship, and those who ask that
the C) 1 should devote more care to the
betite lering of our public worship believe

th tual forms are so closely related that
and react on each other. In this de-

Sir Sandford Fleming is supported by
prominent ministers and laymen in the East
and the West, and the Assembly has appointed
a committee to consider the subject, with Dr
Taing as convener, that position now being held
by the Rev. Prof. Ross, of Montreal. In this
matter all admit that it is both safe and wise
to hasten slowly, but the slowness and the
steadiness of the movement is one pledge of its
progress. Chanzes must be gradual and must
carry iwth them the approval of those who take
the most intelligent interest in the life of the
Presbyterian Church, We have pleasure, then,
in commending this pamphlet to the careful
attention of all who are iuterested in the high-
est life of the Church. Sir Sandford Fleming
claims to speak as a “pew-holder and humble
member of the Preshyterian Church in Canada.”
But he is a man who has gained great distine-
tion in other spheres, and it is a matter for
gratitude that this ion should be d d

surely it is a legitimate thing to strive

for the
“ improving of public worship, that the Church

may have a simple, beautiful service in which all
may take part, a service that ahall have some-
thing of uniformity, and so bear the distinetive
mark of our own Church, tnd yet where free ut-
terance shall not be quite strangled by a dead
weight of over elaborate forms. There .nay be
formalism with the barest forms, and simplicity
may degenerate into slovenliness. There is one
point that all these writers insist upon, namely,
that the use of liturgical forms in not un-
terian. I. is not merely this that the mame
Presbyterian refers simply to a form of govern-
ment, to lay too much emphasis upon that
would be merely to quibble; for there is a re-
lationship between the form of governement, the
type of dootrine and the style of worship. Bat,
as a matter of fact, the Presbyterian Church
once had a liturgy. Knox and other reformers
took part in revisiig the Book of Uommon
Prayer, and the other reformed <'wrches have
a richer form of service than tuat which we
now possess This fact must stand in the fore-
front of the discussion, and at present all that
is asked is discussion fair and patient, which
views all the facts of the case and recognizes
all the needs of the situation. Then will
Church learn to express her best life in the
lic services in forms that speak both to heart
and intellect, which unite *he most sacre. as-
sociations of the past with the most fervent as-
pirations of the present, and realize fully the
strength and beauty of the sanctuary.
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Twentieth Century Funds.

ATl over the Christian world there are prepara-
tions for a great forward movement with the
rening of the ieth century. A spiritual
quickening throughout the whole Church of
Cod is longed for, prayed for and expected. Tt
is felt, too, that with the incoming of the new
century “n earnest effort ehonld be made to
remove tie financial embarrassments which at
present are hindering the work of Christ in al-
moat every department. To this end
Century Funds are looming up in connection
with the various Protestant churches. The
difl branches of the Methodist Church on
both sides of the Atlantic have taken up the
idea, and already the raising of millions is under
way. In the Secottish and English Presbyterian
Churches the matter is under discussion. 'I'he
Irish Presbyterian Assembly, at its Jast meeting,

by him from the hearer's point of view. In
this collection of papers Mr. W. Mortimer
Clurk, Q.C., of Toronto, takes a similar position;
from the ministerial standpoint the question is
presented by the Rev. Dr. Pollok, of Halifax,
Rev. T. F. Fotheringham, M.A,, and others. So

took hold of the idea with great vigor and en-
thusiasm. Two elders from country towns sub-
scribed $10,000 on the spot. The proposal is to
raise half a million. The money raised is to be
devoted to the strengthening of existing agen-
cies of the church, and starting new ones for
evangelizing Ireland. Among the special ob-
jects named are the erection of an Assembly
Hall, ps for their aged and infirm min.
isters, and for the moral and physical training
of the young.

In our own Church, a committee appointed
last Assembly, with Dr. Warden and
Murray at its head, has the matter in
and next June will present a matured scheme to
the Church. Meantime, it is urged, that as far

1 debts be

+

£

Quarreling
mmall points of ritual is a sma); business,

and warps the minds of men. From
‘we trust the Church will be delivered. But
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