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of November or bgzinrning of Decem-
ber. Still the weather there, even
late in ihe fall, ix not all storm:
there are many days of sunshine, and
at times the nizghis are as bright as
i mid-June. -

Ca one still fall night, in the early
part of November, 1882, ihe littie
Northern Belle found hersell nearinZ
“The Gap’—that danzerous stretch
water. connzcting Georgian Bay with
Lake Huror. There was, on tLe sur-
face of thinzs, not the slightest
cause for alarm ; the sky was a mass
of dazzlinz stars, the water was al-
most without a ripple, and the en-
Zines were workinZ as smoothly as a
watch. Suddenly the Captain —Tay-
Jor was in command thal season —
appeara® ut the side of the engine
room, where Whit Aston was on
duty.

“Whit”, said the Caplain. “1 do not
like the appearance of the glass. 1
never saw it act so gueerly before. it
seems to mp as if a storwm wore
brewinz and 1 have a good mind to
run into Clab island for sheiter”

“1 wouldn't do that if I were you,”
answered the chiel Enginecr. “Every
thinz is going nicely, and even il a
storm is caming, 1 can, by putiing on
a littie extra spurt, drive across and
under sheiter of ihie peninsula bfore
the blow comes.”

The Caplzis was hail  convineed |
but, c©n returninry to his rcom, he
found the barometer showinz mors
alarming indications thay befois, and
he decided to make for the nearest
harbor at once. The run was a short
one, but scarce had the lines of the
iittle steamer been made fast to the
dock than the calm of the moment

before was succesded by a blindingg
snowstorm, (riven before a  ficree

northern Zale. Lake steamboat men
still keep that storm amonr the ro-
collections of notable eveats in their
lives. It came on with all the sud-
denness of a westera tornado, and
if it had cadgat the Bell» fn ihe
open, nothing would have saved th»
vessel and Ler erow from total  de-
#truction

The other eall oceurced in the copse
of the Atlantie, and the event took
piace in October, of 18983, The Atlan-
tic's adventure also occurred in “The
Gap”. The steamer was well acress
on her way up the jakes, when ¢
storm, similar to what struck the
Belle, came down from the north. 1
nappened to be out on that &me

night, and although on land, with
but a few yards to zo, I found it
impossible to face ho blizzard and

ras obliged to turn my face at every
step. The wind blew with the force
of a horricane and the spow, more
like poliets of ice than flakes of
the storm broke over Lis ship, to 2t
under the le> of the southern eni
of Loneiy Island and bold v . From
the only point at which shelter was
afforded the lighthousz oa Lhe island
cculd pot b seen, and, as it  was
Zzatting blacker every moment, it
was evident the dark ass of the is-
land would soon be shut out from
view. The Captaia determined, there-
fore, to sead Mate Playter and  a
couple of sailors ashore in a  smail
boat to stari a beacon fire. The
sailors had to pall agaiast the wind
and on arriving at the Isiand had
difficuity in mukmmg a laudieg. Con-
saquently a good deal of time elapsad
before they got thar iire going. Yo
jorgg was the inlerval that  Caplain
Campbell cenecluded they bLad  boen
uaable to make land at all, and hal
been driven cut mto thee open 1o
jerish amid the mountainous seas,
tizat ragz>tin the wild waste of water
stretchisz away to the south -
yond the shelter of the land. With
this beiiefl in his mwina and knowinz
he couid not maintain his position
without a 1zt to show where ihe
Island iay, he decided that U oniy
course opon was to tern and run
hefore the storm for Parry Sound, &
hundred miles or 80 to the south-east

It was o desperate chiance. To rea-
fize how dosporats it was look at Ui
respective positions of Lonely Islan!
and Parry Sound, as shown on an

wol map. Baitween ‘the two lies
practieally the wheie lengih of Goor
igina Bay, and over that sweep i
ths wgit in questica, great 1
were bainx criven before the fierce
e of the year. In addition to this
outside of Parry SoHund is an iro
bound coast that threatened destrac
tion to anything seeking the sheltor
of the harbor in sucn a storns.

“Neu ean imajfire my foelings,”
s1id the Captaic in speaking of Ue
matter aflterwards, “when tne con
victicn came home to nxe that my
men hiad perished waile siriving (o
chey my orlers and that the pass
enjizers committed to my care woulld
be pul ia (he direst peril from the
cours® | veemed it necessary to take’

But just a8 the Capiain was pr




