
CONCLUSION

THE task before Western civilization to
day, it is probable, is the greatest civiliza
tion has ever faced. It is a complete recon

struction that is demanded. It must be accom
plished with speed. All the Western nations 
are involved. There have been other recon
structions as drastic, but either they have been 
permitted a much longer period of develop
ment, or they have been confined to much 
smaller areas.

The struggle will not be over religious opin
ions, or political theories, though both are in
volved. It will be over what touch men ordin
arily much more deeply, their livelihood and 
their profits, and the war has seemed to show 
that men will sacrifice their lives more readily 
than their profits. It will be a struggle no 
class can escape.

The readjustments would be difficult 
enough in themselves if men engaged in them 
in the calmest and kindliest spirit. But many 
who will be foremost in the task of reconstruc-
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