
self-sacrificing labour and tlie dollars so liai.lly earned, vet more
hardly saved ; the trailer is reduced to iiidijreiice

; the prosper-
ous merchant to poverty

; the factor to the ranks of the ojiera-

tive, and from every side there conies the despairin>; notes of

those who for lack of your protection are forced i)ack iiiio the
strugiL'le and bitterness of life's jrreat trials.

Surely I cannot emphasize the imiioitaiice of our business
interests, in relation to our lire business only, by anv (.tronirer

illustration than that the people of ihiii coiuiinj last year paid
for and received the i)rotection of fire insurance policies to a
value exceeding ;?>S<Ml.(HX),0(Hl ( sS(i:!.4L'S,(M4. i

The second condition met witli in all new countries is the
lack of a('ciiiiiiilatioii of ]ier<onal independent means to siipjiort

one's dependents without the withdrawal of such means from
the channels of trade and c.immerce, I would not have v.ju

understand this to be a full or comiirehensixf statement of the

case, its iimitalioiis are evident, and in its relation to the im-
portance of otlH'r braiiclie-: of the insurance businos we must

jlive it its full and wider scopi-. You will readily perceive

that the jirimary reference here is to life iusuiaiice, and ycj

before the importance of that particular iiranch is touched iijion

it will >-urel\ iii>l be out of place to refer, though Init in a iiioif

casual way than the subject deserves, to the protection affordiMl

by the Accident Insuranct' to the wajje-eariieis. to the employ-
ers of labour and to the laiL'e numlier of thosi" w iio b\ di>able-

nieiit or by accidental death iiarticipate in •- ad\aiitai:es and
Ix'iietits. In this particular branch more '-laii SKMi.tiou.iKiO

(exact amount $102. ."i*4l». .';:!;!
) was last year under L'liarantee by

the Accident Companies, whilst half a million dollars wii- dis.

tributed amongst claimants, not by any means a resuii that

should be lijrhtly jiassed over; yet 1 fear I must be -..li-iied

with this brief reference to this branch, for \\hil>t jierhaps it

has less liearim; upon the ]ir(rs]ieiity and de\ciopmeiil of a

country than t'ither the Fire or Life l)ranclies it mn.-t imt be

overlooked.

What pictures mi^'lil we not draw of the manifcild advan-

tatres of the J<ife business, its miinilicent provision for the

widow and orphans, to say iiotiiiiii: of the untold ami incalcul-

able benelits lo those who. in old age, without other resources


