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,1,1 a son .lolni. «lio m,ir-
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lUed Walter, who nianie.l

>,,l„rt Ilnice, liy»h"mhe

he ( Ill-one a« Kinii I; 'he't

,f the uiiiht Kiin-'S ^>'^- '" -''^

hehm Uolieit III. iiikI th.' hut,liiinei tlio .Sixth of .Scntliliul

anil KliKtof Knulaihl; iiii'l it in llie liittei- that »liowit ii

KhiKH lo .Maeliilh. anil not llani(Uo, an It nays in (he Htaue-

illi-eetl if y I. .\Iai-ie .stnait In oniitteil, for any ullnnion

to tllilt HI fated (|iieen would liave lieen im le»«iiiipleanant

to her mm tliaii It would have hem to her lite -'ilear friend

iind eiiniiin," t^iei n Kllzalieth. It U rather eiirlnii-t I

thiiiiv what .Maeheili iniKht have seen In the mIii.hh, had

Shakespeare lieen iiidowed with any oinphetii' powem

• 'oiild it have Hliowii .Maelieth the nltliiiate fate of tln-

Slfiivnl ciriViiiii-Maniily. he inluht have tieen i ousid, .i Uy

tlierelleetlon that ill lliinciiio'ii ease, an in his own, "royal

honours" proved not to 1»- an iinniiti-.'ated liles-tlnw

K. .\. .M.

200 Line ll!l; .liiif iirt «i.- tifililh ii^i/ii'iii-.-i, ic/in liear' ii

• ii..\s^. CoMipari! Meaxure for MeiiKiire, il. 'J. li.'i. and Hee

nolo "S.

201 Mne r::t: Fur lli>' iii.iiop.iini.TKirii liitnipin smiltii

vpiin me. -Steeveim and .Mah'iie lioth say that hi.ltn-rd U

n woril well known in Waiwieksliire. ineanliu! to hesiiieiir,

hefolll. Conipttre Arden of l-'ever»hnin, ill I. \<. -14 (ed.

Uullen):

Me lliiiilis I sei? them with their MsIrM h.-ilfe,

Staring .ilid ^.riiiiiiii^' in Oiy ^entlr lai <;

where hiiMi-red apparently nieann, as hnltircd here,

" matted with sweat or hlood. ' Steevens iplotes Holland's

Pliny, .xll. 17, where, speakiiitf of n goat's lieard, he .lys:

" Now hy reiiBoii of dust cettin« ttinoui;, it ballfreth and

vliittereth into knohg and ImU."

202 line l.l.'i: lliit im moiv sKillV-' ('oilier, on the

aiiiliority of his MS. Corieetor, altered .-. 'i^- Uijliijhts. it

very intelli^tihlo error of typo«raphy, tint n.. iinpr. "-ment,

that 1 eaii sec, to the sense of the piissiiKo. I any

wonder that Maelieth has had ciiouuh of iiiijht.^ for the

pitigunl?

Ai r IV. Sil XK -2.

203. I nc 9: the pnnr ii-nwi. Martini,' (OrnitholoKy of

Shake>peare, p. 14:J) says: "There are three statements

here whii-h are likely to he eriti, ised hy the oi-nitholoKist.

h'irst. that the wren is the anialleit of hirda, whieh is evi-

dently all oversinlit .Sei oiidly, that the wren has siiffl-

. lent i-uiii-ajie to ll;lit at-ainst a hird of
1

i-y ill defenre of

- yoiinir, which is dotihtful. Thirdly, lliat the owl will

i.ii>e yoiinu hirds from the nest."

(I I ink that Mr. Hartins Is a little hypen-ritie.il here.

Th" union wren, Trii<jt'»liil,'H i-iilrjnris, is indeed not

i ,iely the smallest of Ihitish hirds. for the ^;lddell

sted Itegiil dherwiseealled the golden nested irri'ii,

smaller. -U Riv- s as the lensth of the common

iiirii four il. id na the length of the Koldcn crested

U,;iiiliiK three liichen aod a halt. The smallest of the

tits is slightly larger l!i.; the icreii.

1 he little icriii is very hold and very familiar; Imt it

is tlie eonimoii hlue tit or Hilly Biter, as the gniall hoys

I all him, which is most especially vinor.'iis in the defence

ii Its nest. As to the ai-cusatioii aRninst the harii-doorowl

of takins; young hirds from tile nest, Mr H - n.' gives, mi

pp. 91-Ut. a most iiiteresthig summary ol liu- . idence for

and against the aicuaeil. It must he confessed that the

circiimBtantial evidence is ratlu-r against tie o" I; though

he has fmind n v unit defender in the i liarle*

Waterton. [|i« wn ii liaa lieen the small cenue of many

traditions For aonie unknown reason .(eiiny Wren was

tnarried tot'oek Riihlii; and I helieve. with din- deference

to the translator, that the Xauiiknuij tliedgekliiu) of the

Talci, nnnihei-ed lo-.' and 171 reiipeelively, in linnim scid-

leetii n (see .Margaret Hunt's Translation of Hoiiseliold

lilies, vol. Ii.) win intended to he the i iiiinion wren, to

a' u-eli in every hedgerow, and not the »illii»--wn-li or

wiUnWwnrhler, a memher of i!ie family of the Sylviadie,

and iiii relation to our friend .li nny.— K A. .M.)

204 Lines lll-2'J:

ii'/ii'ii III' hiM iiDniiiir

Fifiiii lehat we/i-nr, i/e' know unt irhat lef/ear,

lliil lloni u/iitn a irild and fiali'iit xni

Jiach H'fii/ "III/ MoVK.

This la one of the many ohaciire and diineillt pasungps

in this play whieh one seaii-ely knoMS linw t.. tnat; (or

onu cannot make them clear and iiitelliuiiil'- without

such a radical alteiation of the ti-.vt. as the i -t amla

clous commentator may fear to perpetialc. i is nin i

safer to retain the text of the Kolio, in aplte of Its ii|.

parent obscurity, if 1 y the aid of that text we can make

any si-n.se of the pa^ age in i|Ueation. It. < is trying to

excuse to I.ady .Macheth the iip)iareiit i-owardice of lur

hushaiel in Hying '-"r; hn (-oniitiy, and h-avini; her and

lier children to the mercy of .Macheth. He says

Hut cruel are the limes, wtieii we .ire tr.iitoni,

And iln Imt klmw i.urselies;

the meaning of which la generally taken to he " W hen

we are traitors and do not know ourselves to he tiaitois; "

ill which case we should have expected that the text

would have been, as llanmer printed it, "ami Aiimo 't

ourselves." It may ho that the meaning of these words

la " lI'/icH ii«! n;-<*,"-that Is to any, "act as if w ncro-

trailnm, andd'i not knnu'tniixilrex, i.e. the exact motive or

elfectof onrowii actions." This ineaningaeeins to coincide

with what follows. He contimies " ii'/nii ii-e IkiIiI nimnur

that is to say "entertain or helieve runionr,/i m «7ii('

we fear, i.e. " interpreting it liy the aid of our fears. ' or

" giving it the shape of mir fears," yd know not nhat tee

fciu-, hut ./?iiii( iil'oii a leitit anil rii.lfnt sen; heing tossed

up and down and driven each n-ai/ without any control

over our own movemeiits." The words each irrti/ and

III'."- are those in which the chief difflculty lies. Shake-

speare never uses iiiiii-i' as a siilislantive, hut always as a

verli; and, if wc understand it here asc(|iiivalentto "i/hibc

up and down with the chopping action of th.- waves," it

makes very g 1 sense. However elliptical the exiiresaion

may appear, " have a similar use of the vcrh in Cyni-

heliiic, iii. 1. -iti-a):

and his slijj.i.mg—

r.ior ignorant taulilesl—on our terril.le seas.

Like e^vr-siiells »«,»r'r^ upon tlieir surv,'es. track'd

As easily '^.'ainst our rocks.

Rnaa'a meaning may he tliua parajihraaed .
"The times

are cruel wlien such is the uncertainty and nj^itation of

mens minds, that they play the pa:i . f traitors to their

own duties, and lop. the power of perceiving the cMit

of their own actioi. .r, "wh. n they are set down as

traitors to their ruler, without laciousness of having

done anything to deservir it MUch times, when the

4^i


